




"Population should be seen as 
a central component in formulating 

and implementing policies 

and programmes for accelerated 

socio-economic development 

plans." 

- DECLARATION OF KILIMANJARO 



Africa is now the fastest growing region in the world. The course of 

population change in Africa over the past few decades has greatly altered 

the size, composition and distribution of the continent's population. 

African governments are increasingly aware of this situation as reflected by 

the statement of the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action for African 

Population and Self-Reliant Development, emanating from the Second 

African Population Conference at Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, in 

January of 1984. This concern was further reflected in the support given 

by African representatives to the recommendations produced at the 

International Conference on Population held in Mexico City in August of 

1984. These recommendations recognized the important relationship 

between population and economic development, and re-affirmed the 

rights of individuals and couples to make informed decisions about 

childbearing. 



.XJ .... I:)uring k h e  19 50s,  A:&-ira's ~-o i%. th  rate o:l: 2. l percent per year was --.........................................................---.-.. 

cc:?t~sida.l.rat:-d~ tcskv-cr. than that i~f'eitiael. Lat.ix~ ,411lex-ica cx &%!e~terrrl Asia, This 

was tftlt-. {<:I a high tle2itl.n rate - the:  Iligt-)t:se: in any of the ~un-Id's n~tajox. 

1~gic:)r)s. Siwe t hera, t j ~ e  dt:at t-I rat c. has hllen r:tpictly f ~ o a ~ )  2 7 at:) I t ;  deaths 

ptir 1,(#00 populatic-sn. F1~:~~vr.ver: the birr11 late relnairls uttry high at 4,5 
--. 

t~irrhs per 1000 pct1:xulat iorl. ( 'LS~q Ihurt I) 71-8is translates into an average of $ l o  
{,:LPI.: I S E A ~ W  it.473; 

................ .......................................... .--- 

6.3 %ir [!-is ~:II : :~v~)x-~B:~IP.  ;Its a restlit sire aranc.i;d groavsl~ rate for the; ccsrat i t - r~:~~t  
0 .............................. ha.; risen rr, 3 pttr-c:enr in t he  early I9 80s. making Africa the Fastesr growing -. - -- 

-j<j,35 'f!-$tiO I$Jti?> l:j7(! 1$?75 -!g$l:i l:l33 

t-egic-,a1 int the wrxlrf wiaf-1 a tlioulding time o f  23 7ti.ar.s. I:.. <.<$ i' 

ilnrtrrx. age 15 nlsd only altertlt 3 pec-r..e~at are u\,er agct 65. R~.r,anse t~f'its 

C O I I ~  iutring high f k ~ r ~  ility ;wFf declining ~stcwtalsty, Al I-icri xvii81. rk.z~~ai~r wry 

"xourrg" ttlcr il xwll after rhc \car 2000. This vouthfttl age :ctrt~r.~trt.c. 

ct sr~tril~altr$ to  the rapid rarc of' ] t~og~r la t io~~ g-owtX1 in8 tl  it. a-cgicln. 





If'.4frir-;a's ~:tol)iAla~ it111 cr~nt inues to grow at 3 percent per ym'; the' 6 0 

p'p~laiiorl reill r-each 1.8 hillion by the vcar 2025, rnrm than triple its 

crxrent 5i3e of 3,3t3 r~i i l l ic j~r ,  H~PW~VC'I;  e v e r 1  if the It2rtility rate \%rere to 

declille ~*:'tctuallv hegirlrljl ag i ~ i  2OOIJ mt l r'ad-t l-sr-tlf' its I985 level by 2025, 

,If ric,<c pqfilala# ir1x1 w c  tdal sl ill alnx-eost triple - from 5:',3 millioit to 1.6 

billic trl rnthr .  I 11th fcu-ly--yc.:~r. period. (.See f:huj$ 3) '1-his ,q-owth will recult frorrl 

wljat i s  Lrittr\  rr as "populatinn mon~entum." Hidl fertility pl.odnr*cs a {axsgt: 

11111111151*1. of' I c~u! oi' cltifd-hean-ing age. Even with declining fcr tilit v. .;lxr.f-t 

a large nu tniler ( r l  couples wotlld still pr-oti~uce many more births thau 

r 1 ~ - c .  are deaths and the pcjyulation ivotjld corltirluc t t  r gn-ow ni a lrig1-i rate. 

'E'l-sis Ixrcvrtlentunl .evil1 coznti~lue in Africa htr. e%t.catit-+ ao ctjrne. Hn-s addition, 

the death rate is yrujected 11, c.ulatir~uc. f'allirlg i t1 future years and this will 

ctjntribta te to ;tr I CYC:~, higl1c.r g~u -t~vf It 1.al4:. 



chart 4 
AFRICA'S RAPID URBANIZATION 

70 

1950 1985 2000 2025 
Year 

Chart 5 

AFRICA'S CHILDREN OF PRIMARY 
SCHOOL AGES ((5-11) 

250 

While shifts in birth and death rates are the primary determinants 

of the size of Africa's population, migration influences its distribution. 

Rural-urban migration is the most notable trend. Even though Africa 

remains the least urbanized of the world's regions, the proportion of 

people living in cities grew from 14 percent in 1950 to 29 percent in 1985 

and is projected to reach 42 percent by the turn of the century. By 2025, if 

present trends continue, a majority of Africans will reside in urban places. 

(See Chart 4) The number of city dwellers will grow from 180 million in 

1985 to 960 million in 2025. 

Africa's evolving demographic situation affects its socio-economic 

development. Dramatic increases in population are projected for all age 

groups. These increases can create a double burden for a country's 

development plans. For example, the number of primary school-age 

children (ages 6-11) will grow from 92 million in 1985 to 149 million in 

2000 and 234 million in 2025. (See Chart 5) It will be costly to provide 

schooling for the growing numbers at current enrolment rates, class size 

and teachers' salaries. It will be an even greater financial and 
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The impact of past and current high levels of fertility on the future 

population size of Africa will be dramatic -particularly in the ages 

needing schooling and jobs. The population momentum implicit in a 

young society means that rates of growth will remain high for many years 

to come. Africa, then, will be faced with extraordinary demands on its 

resources to provide basic services for its increasing numbers. 




