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Economic Growth: Agriculture

USAID/Liberia's current agriculture program is working at the grass roots level helping
to foster democratic processes, increase food productivity, restore the smallholder
agriculture sub-sector, and create employment opportunities. The program is
rehabilitating smallholder livestock, tree and food crops sectors with emphasis on small
ruminants, cocoa, oil palm, rubber and cassava. Improved breeding stocks from Cote
d'Ivoire, Guinea, Nigeria, etc., are being brought into the country for multiplication and
distribution to program beneficiaries. Through Farmers' Field School (FFS), the program
also provides training in business management skills, leadership skills, and good
governance to farmers' groups and community-based organizations.

Accomplishments:

• Training provided through Farmers' Field School to 349 farmers and 13
facilitators. Among other subjects, the FFS provided training on business
management, Black Pod control, reduction of number of cocoa trees, and shade
management.

• Signing of the MOD by Government of Liberia, Firestone Rubber Company,
USAID and Rubber Planters' Association of Liberia officially operationalizing
the Rubber Alliance.

Plans/Current Priorities:

USAID/Liberia will increasingly focus on the business climate as a critical ingredient in
Liberia's economic growth. The program will assist in building analytical and
negotiating skills, strengthening key institutions charged with implementing agreements,
reforming policies, removing trade barriers, improving private-sector operating practices
and strategies, among others. Immediate priorities include:

• Assisting the host government to undertake core functional analysis with a view
to identify gaps in national and local capacity, policy and institutional
arrangements within the Ministry of Agriculture;

• Based on the findings from the core functional analysis, assist the host
government to strengthen the institutional and human resources capacity of the
Ministry ofAgriculture and its related agricultural institutions;

• Assisting the host government to establish sector policy and regulatory
frameworks;



• Assisting the host government to expand its outreach to smallholder farmers and
small and medium entrepreneurs in order to increase the volume of food
production;

• Promoting improved marketing techniques, and improve the competitiveness of
the agricultural sector;

• Diversification of sustainable tree crops to include rubber, oil palm and small
ruminants and expand activities to Bong and Lofa Counties;

• Improving productive and post-harvest infrastructure;

• Establishment of a community forestry program in Liberia and

• Designing micro-enterprise development and micro-finance programs in Liberia.

Partners:

• Work Bank (WB);

• International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (lITA);

• United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO);

• Catholic Relief Services (CRS);

• World Vision International (WVI);

• Academic for Educational Development (AED);

• Other donors, including the People's Republic of China (PRC); the European
Union (EU); the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO); and the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP).

Challenges:

• Policy and marketing related issues, including the lack of a regulatory framework
that supports free market competition or prohibits anti competitive
practiceslbehaviors;

• Illegal occupation and subsequent slaughtered tapping of major cash crops,
particularly rubber plantations;



• Restoration of basic infrastructure, Le., roads, rural electrification to add value to
agriculture products;

• Provision of improved breeding stocks for sector rehabilitation;

• Development of human and institutional capacity of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry Development Authority;

• Re-integration and re-settlement of farming population that fled their respective
towns during the war; and

• Unemployment and poverty, occasioning an increase in illegal occupation of the
Sapo National Park, with its associated negative impacts, thereby undermining
Liberia's globally important biodiversity.


