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QUARTERLY REPORT
TO
USAID/BANGLADESH, DHAKA

Project Title:  Counter-Trafficking Interventions in Prevention, Protection and
Prosecution for Victims of Trafficking in Persons in Bangladesh

Executing Agency . International Organization for Migration (IOM)
Dhaka
Project Partner Agencies . o Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) as lead
Ministry

e Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

e Ministry of Women and Children Affairs
(MoWCA)

e Ministry of Information (Mol)

e Local Govt. Division, Ministry of Local
Government and Cooperatives
District civil administration

e District police administration

e NGOs: Seven (7) in 18 Districts

Geographical Coverage . Bangladesh (18 districts)

Project Management Site . IOM Dhaka

Target Group(s) . e Victims/survivors/rescued from harmful
situation

e School children, parents and teachers

e Local elites
Bar association members, public
prosecutors and lawyers

e Community people

e Officers-in-charge of police stations

Project Period . 22 September 2005 to 21 September 2008
Reporting Period : 1 April 2008 to 30 June 2008

Total Budget . US$1,878287.00

Expenditure (Reporting Period) . US$ 426,012.07

SUMMARY:

The quarterly report covers the project period from 01 April to 30 June 2008. During
the reporting period, the following results have been achieved:

Organized 18 advocacy meetings in 18 districts;

Organized meeting for the Project Implementation & Monitoring Committee;
Arranged a roundtable on ‘irregular migration’;

Organized 14 batches of training session for the bar association members,
lawyers’ and public prosecutors;

e Provided support to 149 victims of trafficking;
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Organized training session on ‘shelter home operation and management’;
Telecasted 98 TV spots in different TV channels;
Broadcast 697 radio spots in Bangladesh betar (radio);
Organized inter-ministerial meeting;
Organized consultation on draft report;
Organized meeting with the Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment;
Carried out 36 drama campaigns in 10 districts;
e Organized training workshop for the journalists;
e |OM partner NGOs carried out:
0 138 meetings with Locally Elected Bodies (LEBS);
70 meetings with Bazar Committee members;
56 meetings with Local Leaders;
70 meetings with Community Based Organizations (CBOSs);
71 meetings with school students;
90 meetings with the parents of the students;
80 meetings with the teachers of the school; and
31 awareness raising programme for sustainable social integration of
survivors.

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0o

Through the above mentioned field level activities 12,209 persons from various
communities (LEBs, bazar committee members, religious leaders, students, parents,
teachers, community people, etc.) were sensitized and made aware of the issue of
human trafficking.

The next steps of the project will be:

e To conduct training courses for the Bar Association members, Public

Prosecutors and Lawyers;

e To organize training sessions for the inspector level officials;
To organize orientation session for trainee officers of the Foreign Service
Academy Officials (FSA);
To develop a documentary film for television;
To conduct series of advocacy meetings;
To carry out campaign activities in four SIDR-affected districts
To carry out media campaign;
To provide support to victims of trafficking;
To organize meeting of the Inter-ministerial committee;
To organize consultation on the findings of the ongoing studies;
To organize national dissemination seminar on the findings of the studies;
To develop action plan to prevent abuse and exploitation in the labour migration
process;
e To arrange sessions on trafficking in persons for the officials of the Foreign

Service and other relevant ministries;
e To arrange certificate distribution ceremony of the lawyers’ training on human
trafficking.

¢ To conduct final evaluation of the project.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Project objective:

The overall objective of this project is to strengthen counter-trafficking interventions in
prevention, protection, rescue, voluntary repatriation, reintegration and prosecution for
Bangladeshi victims of trafficking in persons.

Through an additional component, the project also aims to contribute to preventing the
abuses of migrants in the recruitment process by enhancing transparency in the
overseas recruitment and placement practices.

Project Purpose:

Prevention:

. Raise awareness of trafficking in persons in Bangladesh among the general
public as well as specific targeted groups in 18 districts.

e Assist in creating income generation opportunities for 400 trafficking
victims/survivors/rescued persons from harmful situation.

Protection:

. Provide direct return and reintegration assistance to victims of trafficking.

. Strengthen the capacity of locally elected bodies, law enforcement agencies
and NGOs to better identify and assist victims of trafficking.

Prosecution:
. Strengthen the capacity of police officers including Thana Police in Charge
(OIC), prosecutors and lawyers to manage trafficking cases.

To achieve the above objective, the project aims to organize an information campaign
to educate more than three million people on the harm caused by trafficking in
persons.

To achieve the above objective, the project aims to organize an orientation of Officers-
in-Charge of all police stations of Bangladesh to facilitate protection, victim care and
support; create an information campaign to educate more than 3 million people on the
harm caused by trafficking in persons; and assist 975 victims/survivors/rescued
persons. The project will also provide services for victims to get out of harmful
situations, facilitate their efforts to generate income and start-up businesses of their
own. These persons will also be provided with physical and mental health care, legal
counselling, aid and shelter when necessary, through referral services. It will also help
the survivors to reintegrate into their families and societies as independent economic
entities through comprehensive skills and livelihood development. The project will
continue school, drama and community campaigns simultaneously to inform people
about the issue in 18 districts of Bangladesh. Similarly, at the thana/union level,
meetings with Locally Elected Bodies (LEBs) will be organized to make them aware
about the importance of the issue and their role in preventing this crime. The local level
NGOs will be involved in organizing bazaar meeting and meeting with CBOs to support
the awareness initiatives of the project.

To ensure efficient implementation and ownership of the program and its activities at
the district level, several activities will be carried out under this project. These activities
include advocacy meetings with district level administration and police officials, as well
as with District Commissioners and Superintendent of Police. The aim of these
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meetings is to discuss the project activities, ensure their involvement and solicit their
support in implementing the project activities. The MoHA and IOM will jointly organize
such advocacy meetings in the district level. In each selected district, two meetings per
year (a total of 108 meetings) will be organized during the project period.

IOM will also organize some special meetings during the project period. These are
inception meeting, stakeholders meeting and monitoring meeting. Inception meeting
was jointly arranged by the MoHA and IOM at the beginning of the project in Dhaka.
Project partners, District Commissioner (DC), Superintendent of Police (SP) from 18
districts participated in the meeting. The inception meeting focused on the project
objectives, activities and their respective roles. Stakeholders meeting will be called by
IOM in 6 selected districts in every six months to appraise the members of the civil
society, representatives from district administration and police about the progress of
the project. Monitoring meeting will be called by MoHA once in every six months and
attended by the members of the Project Implementation Committee (PIC).

To prevent labour migration abuses, IOM will initiate a study to review the existing
laws, regulations, circulars and practices concerning overseas employment service
providers and overseas employment administration as a whole. The proposed study
will come up with a mechanism to monitor recruitment activities for overseas
employment, and short-term and long-term recommendations to prevent the abuses.

Finally, the project will provide a set of recommendations for future interventions in the
field of counter-trafficking by carrying out an evaluation and sharing workshop.

1. RESULTS:

The following results have been achieved during the reporting period:

a) Training:

e Legal Education and Training Institute (LETI) organized training courses for the
Bar Association members, Public Prosecutors and Lawyers as per the
agreement signed between IOM and Bangladesh Bar Council. During this
period a total of fourteen (14) courses have been organized by LETI. A total of
352 lawyers and public prosecutors have attended these training courses.

e |OM Dhaka organized a training workshop for the journalists from print and
electronic media to sensitize them about the understanding on migration and
counter-trafficking issues in Bangladesh and reinforcing ethical and responsible
reporting migration and counter trafficking. The participants appreciated the
initiative very much and stressed to organize more workshop taking
representatives from media and also requested to arrange such training
outside Dhaka. A total of 20 journalists from both electronic and print media
attended the training workshop. [A detail report is being prepared].

e |OM partner organizations RUPANTAR and TMSS organized training for the
local journalists in 4 districts (Khulna, Satkhira, Patuakhali and Barguna) on
reporting trafficking cases properly and also aware mass people through their
write-ups in different newspapers. They appreciated the arrangement very
much and assured to provide their full support in combating human trafficking.
A total of 106 local level journalists attended the training session. [A detail
report is attached in annex].

Page 4 of 13



Grant No. 388 — G — 00 — 05 — 00129 — 00 Project Code: FN9 — 429

b) Meetings:

e The members of the Project Implementation Committee and Monitoring
Committee have met three times during this year. The members of the
committee discussed various issues of the project. The chair of the meeting
provided some guidelines in accomplishing the project activities effectively.
They also reviewed the progress made so far by the project.

e Conducted 18 Advocacy Meetings in 18 districts, where 459 district level
Government Officials, media people, representatives from civil society and
NGOs were present. The participants appreciated the initiative very much and
expressed their commitment to extend cooperation in implementing the project
activities to prevent human trafficking and to provide best support to the victims
of trafficking. The district level government has also taken some initiatives
which they shared during the meeting. These meetings were facilitated by the
IOM project staff.

¢ Roundtable on Irregular Migration was participated by 23 participants from mid-
level officials of Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The participants appreciated the
initiative very much and assured their cooperation in preventing irregular
migration and to facilitate safe migration.

C) Victim Support and Care

o A total of 149 (35 male & 114 female) victims of trafficking have received
different services e.g. medical, legal, psychosocial counseling, skill training
from four shelter homes run by Association for Community Development (ACD)
at Rajshahi, Bangladesh National Women Lawyers’ Association (BNWLA) at
Dhaka, Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) at Jessore and Thengamara Mohila
Sabuj Sangha (TMSS) at Bogra. The skill training includes tailoring, livestock,
food processing, driving, embroidery, carpentry, fisheries, computer operation,
welding, small trade, veterinary. Out of total 149 victims, 81 (29 male & 52
female) victims were below the age of 18 years.

e Bangladesh National Women Lawyers’ Association (BNWLA) organized six
training sessions on “Shelter Home Operation and Management”. The objective
of these training was to improve service delivery in one hand and in other to
ensure women and child friendly support services in all shelters. A total of 123
participants attended these training sessions out of them 75 were male and 48
were female. The participants from 18 different organizations/agencies
including government officials from different agencies attended these trainings.
A certificate distribution ceremony also held on June 28, 2008 at the
Auditorium, Department of Social Service, Agargoan, Dhaka. Final version of
the manual also distributed in the occasion. The Secretary of the Ministry of
Social Welfare was the chief guest and Director General, Department of Social
Services and Regional Representative for South Asia, International
Organization for Migration (IOM) Ms. Rabab Fatima was the special guests in
the occasion. Shelter Home Management trainees, Lawyers, NGO activists
including INGOs and concern government officials and care givers of GO &
NGOs’ run shelter homes were presented in the occasion.

d) Media Campaign:

o Expressions limited arranged the telecasting of 98 TV spots on human
trafficking in different TV channels including Bangladesh television. They also
arranged for broadcasting of 697 radio programs (radio spot and radio drama
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serial) including a promotional radio drama series during this period. It is
assumed that a huge number of the population have been covered under this
media campaign.

e Under this CTI project a TV documentary will be developed which will cover
various activities including the success story of this project. Expressions
limited, a communication agency was selected earlier and IOM project team
had a discussion with them on the ‘theme’ of the documentary and they will
start working from 1 July 2008 and hopefully will provide the final documents by
August 2008. First they will develop the script which will be finalized after
getting comments/feedback from USAID/Bangladesh.

e) Study:

e Commissioned one consultant to carry out the situational analysis on internal
trafficking. The report will be finalized by the first week of August 2008. The
main objective of the study is to understand and analyze the internal trafficking
situation in Bangladesh with special focus on women and children. The
consultant will submit draft report by July 2008 and will be finalized after
sharing with the USAID/Bangladesh.

f) Addressing labour migration abuse:

e The Inter-ministerial committee recommended to undertake two studies; i)
Nature and trends of abuses and exploitation in trafficking in persons and in
labour migration processes from Bangladesh, and ii) Review of the capacity of
the MOEWOE and BMET with regard to managing labour migration. A total of
12 members were present in the meeting including USAID/Bangladesh and
IOM.

¢ In the consultation comments from various stakeholders were collected on the
draft study report on laws, regulations, circulars and practice concerning
overseas employment service providers and overseas employment
administrations in Bangladesh to enrich the study. A total of 61 participants
attended the consultation including the Secretaries to the Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment and Ministry of Law Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs.

e Received the draft study report on review of complain mechanism relating to
abuse and exploitation in the labour migration process. It will be shared in the
next Inter-ministerial committee for their comments to finalize the study.

o Consultants shared their final research outlines and research findings among
themselves for their interaction. A total of 9 members were present in the
consultation including USAID/Bangladesh and IOM Dhaka staff.

e The MoEWOE took the decision to develop an action plan with support from
IOM to prevent abuses and exploitations in the labour migration process.

q) Drama Campaign:

e A total of 152,500 (95,500 male & 57,500 female) persons from various
communities attended the drama campaign where counter-trafficking
messages were disseminated by Rupantar through pot song, drama and folk
song. The community people appreciated the programme as well as the
performance and also requested the organization for more drama campaigns to
increase community awareness.
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h) Community Campaign:

e A total of 1,765 (1,397 male & 368 female) Union Parishad Chairmen &
Members were sensitized about the issue of human trafficking and how they
can help to prevent human trafficking.

e A total of 1,107 (1,095 male & 12 female) Bazar Committee members were
made aware of the issue of human trafficking.

e A total of 1,030 (981 male & 49 female) local leaders were made aware about
the issue of human trafficking and their role in preventing human trafficking.

e A total of 1,048 (898 male & 150 female) members of Community Based
Organizations (CBOs) were informed about the issue and their role to prevent
human trafficking.

e A total of 4,258 students (1,603 male & 2,655 female) students were made
aware about the issue of human trafficking.

o A total of 1,708 (788 male & 920 female) parents were made aware about the
issue of trafficking in persons and their vital role to protect their children from
being trafficked.

o A total of 1,293 (857 male & 436 female) teachers, which also includes
members of the management committee, were made aware about the different
aspects of human trafficking and their role in preventing human trafficking.

e A total of 1,215 (805 Male & 410 female) community people attended
awareness raising programme organized by BNWLA on the role of community
to combat trafficking in women & children and sustainable integration of
rescued trafficked victims/survivors.

2. ACTIVITIES:

As per approved project proposal and work plan, the following activities were
completed during the reporting period:

a) Training:

¢ |OM signed a MoU with Bangladesh Bar Council on 25 May 2006 in order to
coordinate the training programme of the Bar Association members, Public
Prosecutors and Lawyers through their Legal Education & Training Institute
(LETI). During this period a total of 14 batches have been arranged. The
duration of each training course was two-days.

e Organized sessions for journalist on human trafficking issues in the workshop
on migration, counter-trafficking and media.

e Partner NGOs, RUPANTAR and TMSS organized 4 training sessions in four
districts (Khulna, Satkhira, Patuakhali and Barguna).

b) Meetings:

e One meeting of the Project Implementation & Monitoring Committee held on 3
April 2008 at the Ministry of Home Affairs. The meeting was presided over by
the Joint Secretary (Political), Convenor of the project. The Deputy Secretary
(Immigration), Focal Point of the project was also present in the meeting. Since
the members of PIC and Monitoring committee are the same, the members
combined the PIC and Monitoring meetings at the same time.
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e Eighteen Advocacy Meetings have been organized in 18 districts (Gazipur,
Gaibandha, Barisal, Jhalakati, Jhenaidah, Satkhira, Chuadanga, Natore,
Rajshahi, Chapai Nawabganj, Panchagarh, Dinajpur, Thakurgaon, Bhola,
Patuakhali, Barguna, Narayanganj and Comilla). IOM requested the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MoHA) to organize these Advocacy Meetings at district level.
Subsequently the Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) issued a request letter to
the Deputy Commissioners of different districts to organize these meetings.
IOM project staff facilitated these meetings.

¢ |OM arranged a ‘Roundtable on Irregular Migration’ taking the mid-level officials
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 10 May 2008. The Honourable Additional
Secretary for Ministry of Foreign Affairs was present as Chief Guest in the
closing session.

c) Victim Support and Care:

e Four shelter homes run by ACD, BNWLA, DAM and TMSS have provided
services to the victims of trafficking under the signed agreement with IOM.

e Bangladesh National Women Lawyers’ Association (BNWLA) organized a total
of six batches of training on" Shelter Home Operation and Management". A
training manual on this issue was also developed by them. The each training
session was for three days long and it was participated by the staffs of different
shelter homes/vagrant homes/development center (GOs & NGOs).

d) Media Campaign:

e Expressions Limited, a communication agency, was commissioned earlier for
telecasting and broadcasting of TV spots, documentary films and radio spots.
Expressions Limited telecasting of TV spots and broadcasting of radio spots in
different TV channels including Bangladesh television and Bangladesh betar
(radio).

e Organized a preparatory meeting with Expressions limited to develop a 15
minutes TV documentary.

e) Study:

o Commissioned one consultant to conduct the situational analysis on internal
trafficking. The situation of internal trafficking in persons is not a widely studied
phenomenon — most of the studies have had focused on external (i.e. cross
border) trafficking. Moreover, in the last five years almost no significant study
on situation of internal trafficking has been undertaken.

f) Addressing labour migration abuse:

e Organized the second meeting of the Inter-ministerial committee on 30 April
2008.

¢ Organized a consultation on the draft report of the study on laws, regulations,
circulars and practice concerning overseas employment service providers and
overseas employment administrations in Bangladesh on 8 May 2008.

¢ Commissioned three consultants for carrying out two studies; one for review of
complain mechanism relating to abuse and exploitation in the labour migration
process and the other one is to look into the nature and trends of abuses and
exploitations in trafficking in persons and in labour migration process from
Bangladesh.
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e Organized a consultation meeting with four consultants to share their study
outline and findings so far on 26 June 2008.

e Organized a meeting with the Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment on 15 May 2008 on developing the action plan to prevent abuse
and exploitation in the labour migration process.

g) Drama Campaign:

e Organized 36 drama campaigns in 10 districts. Drama team from RUPANTAR*
went to these districts and performed drama campaign with the help of local
IOM partner NGOs. District administration and local government helped a lot in
organizing these drama campaigns in the community where a large number of
people observed the shows.

h) Community Campaign:

Field Level Activities by Partner NGOs:

0 Carried out 138 meetings with Locally Elected Bodies (LEBs) at the
different Union Parishads of 18 districts with the Chairmen and Members to
inform them about the issue and to get their cooperation to implement
different field activities.

0 Carried out 70 meetings with Bazar Committee members to inform them
about the issue and the vital role they can play to prevent human trafficking
as the Bazar is the place where recruiters target victims.

o0 Carried out 56 meetings with Local Leaders to alert them to the issue and
to involve them in preventing human trafficking.

o0 Carried out 70 meetings with the members of Community Based
Organizations (CBOs) to discuss the issue of human trafficking and to
request them to take this issue forward.

o Carried out 71 meetings with students to make them aware about the
different aspects of human trafficking.

o0 Carried out 90 meetings with the parents of the students to alert them to the
issue of human trafficking and discuss their role and responsibility to
protect their children.

0 Carried out 80 meetings with school teachers to discuss the issue of human
trafficking and their vital role to protect the children from being trafficked.

0 BNWLA organized 31 awareness raising programmes at the community
level in 22 districts (Narail, Khulna, Sathkhira, Bagerhut, Jhenaidah,
Kushtia, Netrokona, Pirojpur, Thakurgaon, Rangpur, Rajshahi, Bogra,
Lalmonohut, Kurigram, Chapai Nawabgang, Magura, Natore, Dhaka,
Joypurhut, Chandpur, Barisal and Barguna) on the role of community to
combat trafficking in women & children and sustainable integration of
rescued trafficked victims/survivors.

3. CONSTRAINTS AND ACTION TAKEN:

No major obstacle faced during this quarter.

! A partner NGO of IOM under the CTI project
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4. CONCLUSIONS:

During this reporting period, most of the activities have been undertaken as per the
work plan. The next steps of the project will be:

e To conduct training courses for the Bar Association members, Public
Prosecutors and Lawyers;

e To organize training sessions for the inspector level officials;

To organize orientation session for trainee officers of the Foreign Service

Academy Officials (FSA);

To develop a documentary film for television;

To conduct series of advocacy meetings;

To carry out campaign activities in four SIDR-affected districts

To carry out media campaign;

To provide support to victims of trafficking;

To organize meeting of the Inter-ministerial committee;

To organize consultation on the findings of the ongoing studies;

To organize national dissemination seminar on the findings of the studies;

To develop action plan to prevent abuse and exploitation in the labour migration

process;

e To arrange sessions on trafficking in persons for the officials of the Foreign
Service and other relevant ministries;

e To arrange certificate distribution ceremony of the lawyers’ training on human
trafficking.

e To conduct final evaluation of the project.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) appreciates the support of
USAID/Bangladesh in working for the people of Bangladesh who are at risk of
trafficking and also appreciates all the organizations who agreed to extend their
cooperation to achieve IOM’s goal.

5. EINANCIAL STATEMENT

(Will be submitted by the finance section separately).
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Annex — A

Training of Local Journalist

Date: 25-26 May 2008
Location: Khulna, Patuakhali, Barguna and Shathkhira

Background:

In 15" May 2007 a severe cyclone called ‘SIDR’ passed throughout the south east part
of Bangladesh. As a consequence thousands of people lost their lives and became
homeless, jobless and overall vulnerable to various crimes. Under the circumstances
the chance for vulnerable people to be deceived and fall as a victim of trafficking is
higher. Hence to fight against this situation International Organization for Migration
(IOM) with the support of USAID/Bangladesh started a new component under the CTI
project in four SIDR affected areas Khulna, Patuakhali, Barguna and Shathkhira.
Therefore since 15 March 2008 TMSS and Rupantar have been implementing various
activities of this SIDR component. As a part of it, a day-long training programme was
arranged in the four districts from 25-26 May 2008. Total 106 journalists have
participated in the training.

Overall objective:

The overall objective of the training course is to, aware the journalists about the issue
and encourage them to investigate and properly publish trafficking related issues in the
local and national news paper.

Specific objectives:

At the end of the training participants will be able to-

Understand the issue of Trafficking in Persons

Understand various aspects of a trafficking victims

Know Basic principles of reporting on trafficking incidents;
Know guidelines for interviewing trafficked women and children;
Know Guidelines for reporting on women and children;

Know guidelines for post-interview activities.

DRIDDRR

Training in Patuakhali and Barguna:

Total Participants:

= Patukhali- 25

= Barguna- 29
Venue: Dc’'s Conference Room, Patukhali (25.05.08) and Press Club, Barguna
(26.05.08)

Main Session:

Ms. Farida Yasmin, Senior Sub Editor, Dainyk Ittefaq facilitated the whole session.
Participants were introduced to the CTI project and the activities being undertaken by
TMSS in Barguna and Patuakhali to prevent trafficking. Various topics including
different aspects of human trafficking, vulnerability of the SIDR affected area,
importance of community mobility to prevent trafficking, analysis of previous news
coverage on the issue, ethics of journalism, techniques for conducting interviews for
trafficking cases and the victims, reporting structure and social responsibility to combat
this crime was highlighted. The journalists shared their experiences to identify the
situation in their locality.

Challenges and Recommendation:
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e It is necessary to provide training National level journalists on ethics of
reporting.

e |OM would need to take some quick actions if the journalists inform them that

some traffickers are in particular place. Therefore IOM can disseminate

information on what they are doing

Government is reluctant on human trafficking issue.

It is imperative to increase negotiation and collaboration with other states.

Police of border zone are corrupted. They should also be trained.

Coordination among NGO's should be increased.

Trafficked victim are often reluctant to tell their story

They face restriction from various authorities

Lack of logistic supports

Local journalists are sometimes compelled or asked by higher authority in their

organization to publish the name and address of the victims. Therefore they

suggested having mass workshop on theses issue with journalist of all level.

Results/Achievements:

¢ Local journalists came to know about the importance of ethics in reporting.

e Local journalists showed enthusiasm to facilitate in preventing human
trafficking and making constructive report.

e The journalists promised to be more proactive on the issue as they are more
aware of the consequences of the issue.

¢ More informative, investigative and constructive reports would be published on
the issue of human trafficking to aware people

Training in Khulna and Shathkhira:

Total Participants:
= Khulna- 25
= Shathkhira- 27
Venue: Rupantar Training Centre, Khulna (25.05.08) and Shathkhira (26.05.08)

Main Session and Outcome:

Mr. Chinmoy Mutsuddi, Advisory Editor, Binodon Bichitra facilitated the session. At the
beginning participants were introduced to the CTI project and Rupantar’s activity in the
SIDR component. Then the local journalists shared their experiences on trafficking
incidents. A very effective group work was organized to generate the challenges and
responsibilities to prepare a good report.

Challenges mentioned were-
= Difficulty in getting the right information
» Lack of logistic support and red tape problem
= Interference of higher authorities
= Threat while doing this kind of reporting
= Laws being unimplemented
» Lack of interest in part of police to provide information
= Undue control over the media
= Because of socio-economic situation the victims does not share the proper
story
» Lack of awareness in the community regarding the issue
= Social and political hindrances

Responsibilities the journalist promised to follow:
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= Will report from the point of view of victims

= Wil report on the issue of preventing human trafficking and facilitate to raise
awareness

= Make more investigative, informative, analytic and accurate report on the issue

=  Will help to generate data on trafficking victims, reintegrated survivor cases and
preventive measures undertaken in their locality

= Raise awareness for safe migration.
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