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EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  SSUUMMMMAARRYY  

 

The staff of the USAID Trade Hub held their annual Christmas Party on December 14, 2007. 

The first quarter of Financial Year (FY) 2008 (October 2007 to December 2007) realized 
some significant accomplishments and proved that the Southern Africa Global 
Competitiveness Hub (Trade Hub) can outperform new African Global Competitiveness 
Initiative (AGCI) targets in all areas of activity: 

1. Trade: Trade and Investment Enabling Environment; 

2. Private Sector: Private Sector Competitiveness; 

3. Infrastructure: Modern Energy Services; and 

4. Infrastructure: Transport Services. 

Most significantly, the Framework Agreement for the Moatize Coal Fired Power Plant was 
signed between the Government of Mozambique and an Independent Power Producer (IPP) 
on December 19, 2007 which will lead to private sector investments in the Mozambican 
energy sector of over US$2.7 billion. Trade Hub assistance was critical for this achievement, 
which further gave the Mozambican authorities the basis for an agreement signed a few days 
later with a private developer of the Mpanda Nkuwa Hydro Power Plant.  

Other major accomplishments during this first quarter include:  

• Work on facilitating implementation of the tariff phase downs in line with the SADC 
Summit decision to launch a free trade area by August 2008. A review of Malawi’s 
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gazetted tariff offer was completed. The Trade Hub also submitted information to the 
Ministerial Task Force on Economic Integration which met in November 2007, on the 
progress that Malawi and Tanzania had made towards attaining a free trade area by 
August 2008. 

• Facilitating finalization of draft Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Annex to the SADC 
Protocol on Trade. Comments provided by the SADC Secretariat were incorporated and 
the draft was presented to Member States with technical comments from the Trade Hub at 
a workshop in Lusaka from 27 to 29 November, 2007. As a result, the Member States 
agreed to link the Seed SPS Measures to the SPS Annex and adopted the Import and 
Export Manual for Seed to be replicated for all products subject to SPS measures. 

• Completing an exporter’s guide to preferential trade arrangements applicable to Lesotho. 
Work on this guide had begun earlier in the year and the final draft is now awaiting the 
next step which is design, lay-out and printing. 

•  The Trade Hub continued to liaise with the Swaziland Investment Promotion Authority 
on the implementation of the investor roadmap recommendations and started work on two 
trade policy studies. In addition, initial work to be carried out towards developing an 
investment policy for Swaziland was discussed. 

• Further technical assistance was agreed to during a meeting held with Zambia Revenue 
Authority (ZRA) officials and USAID/Zambia This happened after  the ZRA submitted 
the final version of the Time Release Study (TRS) Report together with a prioritized TRS 
Action Plan and asked for further technical assistance in the implementation of the 
recommended measures.  

• The Trade Hub’s efforts to promote transport corridors were lauded by SADC Transport 
Ministers meeting in Gaborone from October 3 to 5, 2007. They hoped for continued 
collaboration between SADC and the Trade Hub and subsequently identified priorities for 
the proposed SADC Technical Committees. The Ministers requested that the Trade Hub 
support SADC with the review of regional experience in concessioning of ports and 
railways and the harmonization of vehicle equipment standards, dimensions and loads on 
vehicles. In addition, the Trade Hub was requested to assist with the assessment of the 
potential impact of the Yamoussoukro Decision on open skies policy in the SADC region. 

• The SAD 500, a multi-purpose goods declaration form was successfully piloted on the 
Trans Kalahari Corridor (TKC) between South Africa, Botswana and Namibia over the 
past two years with the assistance of the Trade Hub. After the Trade Hub facilitated a 
review meeting of the TKC/Dar Corridor Customs working Groups in Lusaka on the roll-
out of the SAD 500, Zambia has now legalized the use of the document. A workshop to 
work out modalities of implementation will be held in the second quarter of FY 2008. 

• The Trade Hub hosted a regional workshop on Customs computer interface, connectivity 
and electronic data interchange. The workshop also examined the concept of a one-stop 
border. A review of Customs current regional automation processes and future plans on 
simplified Customs automated transit regimes and electronic data interchange was 
undertaken.  

• Planning for the 2008 Business to Business Event, to be held in Pretoria, from May 20 to 
21. This year, the Southern Africa Trade Hub will be sharing costs with the East/Central 
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and West Africa Hubs, so that up to 70 companies from throughout the region will be able 
to attend. This event will involve focused, pre-matched meetings among regional and U.S. 
buyers/retailers, sourcing houses, and garment, textile and trim manufacturers. Last year 
the event facilitated over US$8 million in business and helped open the industry’s eyes to 
the potential for strengthening regional integration within the regional apparel supply 
chain. 

• The Southern African Trade Hub collaborated closely with the USAID West Africa and 
East/Central African Trade Hubs to organize an African Pavilion at the February 2008 
Magic Marketplace (www.magiconline.com), one of the world’s premier fashion and 
garments trade shows, held in Las Vegas from August 27 to 30. Seven companies from 
Lesotho, Mauritius, South Africa and Zambia will participate along with another nine 
companies from elsewhere in Africa. The Trade Hubs are placing a particular focus on 
collaborative marketing efforts promoting Africa’s duty-free status under AGOA and the 
range of quality apparel the region can manufacture.  

• On an ongoing basis, the Trade Hub has been providing a range of information support to 
Southern African manufacturers and buyers/investors from the U.S. interested in doing 
business with the African apparel industry. In the first quarter of FY 2008, Trade Hub staff 
responded to at least 10 business-oriented inquiries, likely to result in new business for 
textile and apparel manufacturers in the region.  

• Peter Mabeo Furniture, based in Gaborone, Botswana, produces high quality and 
contemporary furniture that has been featured in the New York Times and O (Oprah’s 
Magazine). Due to Trade Hub assistance, the company achieved its first major trade deal 
in this quarter. Mr. Mabeo’s products will be launched in the United States in April 2008 
as part of the retailer’s sustainability line. 

• The Trade Hub collaborated with the MATEP project based in Lusaka on a South African 
buyer trip for fresh produce from Zambia. The visit will likely result in new agricultural 
trade. The two projects are collaborating on additional visits by South African buyers in 
early 2008. 

• The Trade Hub collaborated with the Technoserve SWEEP project based in Swaziland to 
improve agriculture and honey production. This activity was designed to improve the 
income of beekeepers in the country. The work was coordinated with Eswatini Swazi 
Kitchen, a client company in the specialty food area. Eswatini is seeking to introduce a 
honey product in their specialty food line. 

• The Trade Hub facilitated the linkage between APHIS and the Government of Botswana 
on a pest survey that once completed, will establish market access for fresh produce into 
the South African market. 

1. Trade: Trade and Investment Enabling Environment 

In keeping with its support to SADC, the Trade Hub reviewed the actions taken by the 
countries that had been lagging behind with tariff phase downs. The updates were submitted 
to the Ministerial Task force during a meeting on Economic Integration in November 2007 
and subsequent updates have been submitted to the SADC Secretariat. Also in this quarter, a 
concept note on the design of the trade monitoring and compliance mechanism was prepared 
and submitted to the Trade, Industry, Finance and Investment Directorate and the Trade Hub 
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finalized “The Business Guide to the SADC Protocol on Trade”, which is one of the tools to 
be used by SADC to publicize the Free Trade Area. The Trade Hub also facilitated the 
finalization of the draft annexes on SPS and TBT and provided technical inputs. As a result, 
Member States agreed to have a new simpler SPS annex developed to be negotiated by the 
Trade Negotiating Forum on Trade in Goods. 

As part of its activities towards trade capacity building, the Trade Hub facilitated the 
finalizing of the “Users Guide on Trade Arrangements” in Lesotho. In Swaziland, the Trade 
Hub continued liaising with the Swaziland Investment Promotion Authority (SIPA) on the 
execution of the implementation strategy of the Investor Road Map. The Trade Hub also 
collected data that would help assess the importance of the COMESA market to Swaziland’s 
major exports. In addition, a draft report on the Ramatex Namibia case study was prepared by 
the Trade Hub and is currently being reviewed. The Trade Hub also sponsored a table at the 
Annual Botswana Confederation of Commerce Industry and Manpower (BOCCIM) gala 
dinner, which was a high level event and was graced by the presence of the President of the 
Republic of Botswana, H.E Mr. Festus Mogae, members of the Diplomatic Corps and other 
dignitaries. 

The Trade Hub has assisted several countries to prepare themselves for current and future 
discussions on trade facilitation at the World Trade Organization (WTO) with other 
countries and trading blocks. In this regard and with the assistance of the Trade Hub, Zambia 
continued to implement the recommendations of the trade facilitation assessment that was 
conducted in 2006. To prepare the national position for the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Negotiations, Zambia has now formed a Trade Facilitation Working Group. 

The Trade Hub supported the WCO Time Release Studies, and will continue giving 
technical assistance to Malawi Revenue Authority and also assist in the implementation of the 
Time Release Studies (TRS) Action Plan for Zambia. The Trade Hub Team has completed the 
revision of the Customs and Excise Act in Swaziland and will present the draft amendments 
to Swazi Officials in January 2008. 

The first complete draft report for the Financial Sector Reform project in Angola was 
submitted at the end of this quarter and is currently being edited. In the second quarter of FY 
2008, the Trade Hub will begin work with the BNA and USAID/Angola on support for reform 
of the monetary policy framework and a program for the liberalization of exchange controls. 

2. Private Sector: Private Sector Competitiveness 

In the area of exportable agriculture, the Trade Hub continued to build on the analysis of the 
supply of fresh fruit and vegetables into the South African market. The analysis assisted the 
Trade Hub to target two priority countries in Southern Africa to supply into South Africa: 
Zambia and Mozambique. In this first quarter, a buyer’s trip was coordinated with the 
MATEP project in Zambia that will result in concrete trade deals between Zambian producers 
and a South African buyer. A trip to Swaziland to assist honey producers with techniques 
designed to increase the income of rural honey keepers was coordinated with the SWEEP 
project in this first quarter. Work in the agriculture sector continues to include activities in 
individual countries including: addressing the market access concerns of melons from 
Botswana into the South African market; locating a commercial grower for chilies for the 
Elephant Pepper Development Trust; prioritizing SPS and market access problems for 
targeted products; and continuing to facilitate buyer-seller relationships among fresh 
producers in the region. 
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In the textile and apparel sector, the Trade Hub initiated planning for the 2008 Business-to-
Business event, which will be held from May 20 to 21 in South Africa. The Hub continues to 
enjoy success due to the textile business-to-business apparel event held in May of 2007. Over 
the course of the next 24 months, the event could lead to more than US$8 million in new trade 
deals for producers and buyers. The Hub also closely coordinated with the West and 
East/Central African Trade Hubs on an African Pavilion that will feature in the February 2008 
MAGIC Show. In addition, in this first quarter, the Trade Hub has been providing a range of 
information support to Southern African manufacturers and buyers/investors from the U.S. 
interested in doing business with the African apparel industry. Over the past three months, 
Trade Hub staff responded to at least 10 business-oriented inquiries, likely to result in new 
business for textile and apparel manufacturers in the region. Buyers are both from North 
America and the Southern Africa region. 

Trade Hub AGOA support to eligible countries in the region during this quarter included 
work with the Talier Trading Group, a marketing and brokering company which is launching 
a line of African specialty food brands, to identify new companies with interesting and 
competitive products likely to be marketable in the United States. Already the Talier Group 
has signed up with a number of Southern African companies, providing them with the 
opportunity to sell their products in Whole Foods, Safeway, Albertsons and other stores. 
Products reviewed this quarter include aloe food products, honey, organic baby food, infused 
spring water and baobab/marula products. In addition, the Trade Hub continued to support 
companies and stakeholders from Zambia, Swaziland, Lesotho, Malawi and Mozambique 
with AGOA information and technical support to access the U.S. market. 

3. Infrastructure: Modern Energy Services  

The SADC energy sector was assisted in this quarter when the Trade Hub accepted an 
invitation from the SADC Secretariat to form part of a team undertaking a mission to 
Madagascar. Information gathered by the Trade Hub will feed into the approved SADC 
activity plan for energy services. 

Support for late stage transactions was boosted by a major success during the first quarter 
of FY 2008 when a Framework Agreement for the Moatize Coal Fired Power Plant was 
signed by the Government of Mozambique and a private developer on December 19, 2007. 
The Trade Hub assistance with developing the concessioning framework agreement was 
critical for such an achievement and Trade Hub staff were personally thanked by the National 
Director for Energy, who was in charge of the process. Furthermore, this framework 
agreement was used as a template by Mozambican authorities a few days later with a private 
developer of the Mpanda Nkuwa Hydro Power Plant.  

4. Infrastructure: Transport Services 

As part of its support to SADC transport facilitation, the Trade Hub participated in meetings 
of SADC senior officials and ministers responsible for transport and helped prioritize trans-
boundary transport projects on SADC corridors. The Ministers requested that the Trade Hub 
support SADC with the review of regional experience in concessioning of ports and railways; 
harmonization of vehicle equipment standards, dimensions and loads on vehicles; assessing 
the potential impact of implementing the Yamoussoukro Decision in the SADC region; 
collaboration with the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to assist Member States 
with implementation of maritime security in terms of the International Ship and Port Facilities 
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Security (ISPS) Code; and capacity building for the Southern Africa Railways Association 
(SARA). 

The Trade Hub facilitated meetings of the TKC/Dar Corridor Customs Working Groups in 
Lusaka on the roll-out of the Single Administrative Document (SAD 500) during this first 
quarter and as a result Zambia has now legalized the use of SAD 500 countrywide. The SAD 
500 is a multi-purpose goods declaration form, covering imports, exports, cross-border and 
transit movements.  

The Trade Hub participated in the annual review of the Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative 
(MCLI) and facilitated meetings of the Trans Kalahari Corridor Transport Working Group 
(TKCTWG) and Trans Kalahari Corridor Management Committee (TKCMC) as part of 
support to the transport corridor work, during this first quarter of FY 2008. The Trade Hub 
also facilitated a workshop on Customs Computer Systems and Connectivity for countries of 
the Dar, Maputo and Trans Kalahari Corridors. 

The Trade Hub met with Customs and Road Department officials from Namibia and 
Botswana to discuss the implementation of the Cross Border Overload Control System 
(CBOCS). The formal letters of request were sent to the Customs Departments in Botswana, 
Namibia, South Africa, Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia and will be followed up by the Trade 
Hub in the second quarter of FY 2008. 

5. Outreach Activities and Hub Management 

During the first quarter of FY 2008, the Trade Hub was dealt a cruel blow when the Transport 
Advisor, Evans Marowa, perished in a fatal accident. Evans’ experience within the transport 
and trade facilitation sector spanned two decades and brought with it a vast network of 
contacts that were instrumental in providing access to regional, international and continental 
programs. His personality as technical expert, advisor and facilitator helped to raise the profile 
of the Trade Hub within the region. A memorial service will be held for him at the Trade Hub 
on January 18, 2008. 

Important visitors to the Trade Hub during the first quarter of FY 2008 included: American 
African Business Women’s Association (AABWA), who held a Board meeting at the Hub; 
the Botswana Confederation of Commerce, Industry and Manpower (BOCCIM) who held 
their annual general meeting; a meeting for the management of Population Services 
International (PSI); an analyst from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), 
who was on a mission to Southern Africa, to meet with potential partners and to identify areas 
of possible collaboration. Also, Bryan Lemar of Star Gate Capital visited the Hub and 
discussed biodiesel, solar and extraction projects in the region.  

Communications and publications work continued on the 10thand 11th issues of the Trade 
Hub’s quarterly news publication, Inside Southern African Trade (INSAT). These issues 
focused on Mozambique and Namibia and were published in early October and early 
December respectively. 
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BACKGROUND 

In June 2002, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)/Southern 
Africa established the Southern African Global Competitiveness Hub, also known as the 
USAID Trade Hub, in Gaborone, Botswana. The Trade Hub was established as part of 
President Bush’s Trade for African Development and Enterprise (TRADE) Initiative 
launched at the first US/Sub-Saharan Africa AGOA Forum in Washington DC in October 
2001. 

The Trade Hub Team consists of a dozen regional and international experts in the fields of 
trade policy, trade negotiations, customs, transport, energy issues and business linkages as 
well as a group of qualified local staff members. The current Trade Hub contract which took 
effect at the end of 2004 is expected to last until the end of September 2010. 
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Maxine Kennett
Chief of Party 

Trade Facilitation and Capacity Building 
(TFCB) and Hub Management  

Support Staff

USAID / SOUTHERN AFRICA



In June 2005, the African Growth and Competitiveness Initiative (AGCI) was 
announced as a continued source of funding for the Trade Hubs in Africa. In 
Financial Year 2007 (October 2006 to September 2007) Trade Hub activities were 
reorganized by USAID/Southern Africa to address four AGCI Intermediate Results 
(IR):  

IR1: Improving the business and regulatory environment for private sector-led 
trade and investment; 

IR2: Improving the market knowledge, skills, and abilities of private sector 
enterprises to trade; 

IR3:  Increasing access to financial services for trade and investment; and 

IR4: Facilitating investment in infrastructure. 

In September 2007, the Trade Hub was given a supplement to its existing statement of 
work for FY 2008 until the end of the project. 

The new statement of work reflects the priority that the United States Government 
(USG) has accorded to working with Regional Economic Communities such as the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) and to promoting regional 
harmonization and integration in Africa. In order to realize these goals, 
USAID/Southern Africa requested the Trade Hub project to focus on four specific 
elements of the AGCI in FY 2008: 

1. Trade: Trade and Investment Enabling Environment; 

2. Private Sector: Private Sector Competitiveness; 

3. Infrastructure: Modern Energy Services; and 

4. Infrastructure: Transport Services. 

These four elements constitute the broad activities categories of the technical 
programs and activities of the Trade Hub.  
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1. TRADE: TRADE AND INVESTMENT ENABLING ENVIRONMENT   

This component includes activities designed to lend support to the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) to build trade capacity in the countries of the 
region; to take advantage of opportunities provided by regional and international trade 
agreements to improve the trade negotiation abilities of the region; and to strengthen 
the advocacy role of the private sector in the countries of southern Africa. 

The Trade Hub tracks four indicators under the AGCI Trade and Investment Enabling 
Environment heading: 

1. Number of customs harmonization procedures implemented in accordance 
with internationally accepted standards as a result of Trade Hub assistance; 

2. Number of legal, regulatory or institutional actions (not mentioned above) 
taken to improve implementation or compliance with international trade and 
investment agreements due to support from the Trade Hub; 

3. Number of participants in trade and investment trainings (men/women); and 

4. Number of trade and investment environment diagnostics conducted. 

Support to the Southern African Development Community (SADC)  

The Southern African Development Community Trade Protocol was signed on 
August 24, 1996. It entered into force on January 25, 2000 and the actual 
implementation of the provisions of the Protocol commenced on September 1, 2000. 
The governments of Angola and Madagascar acceded to both Protocols on September 
26, 2003 and February 21, 2006, respectively. The Democratic Republic of Congo is 
yet to accede to the Trade Protocol.  
 
The aim of the SADC Trade Protocol is to establish a Free Trade Area that is WTO 
compliant by 2008. In 2004, the Mid-Term Review of the Trade Protocol identified a 
number of implementation issues including rules of origin constraints, back-loaded 
tariff liberalization schedules and inconsistency in executing tariff reductions. The 
recommendations in the review for addressing the constraints were accepted by the 
Council of Ministers and included a commitment to improve the capacity for 
monitoring and publicizing the implementation of the SADC Trade Protocol.  
 
Activities in support of SADC during the first quarter of FY 2008 included the 
following:  
 
As per a Memorandum of Understanding of February 27, 2007, 
between the U.S. Embassy/Botswana, USAID/Southern Africa and 
the SADC Secretariat, the USAID Trade Hub, having completed 
the trade audit during the final quarter of FY 2007: (a) reviewed 
the actions taken by countries that had been lagging behind with 
tariff phase downs; (b) prepared a concept note on the design of a 
trade monitoring and compliance mechanism; (c) finalized a 
business guide to the Protocol on Trade for SADC which will be submitted to SADC 
for their comments; (d) finalized the SPS and TBT Annexes to the SADC Protocol on 
Trade and; and (e) analyzed the draft Protocol on Trade in services.  
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To facilitate the tariff phase down updates, the Trade Hub engaged a short-term 
Customs expert Timothy Chisembwere, who traveled to Malawi and Tanzania to 
review the reported actions by these countries. The Trade Hub submitted the updates 
to the Ministerial Task Force on Economic Integration meeting in November 2007 on 
the progress of these countries’ preparedness for attaining a free trade area by 2008.  

For additional information, see technical and trip reports by Timothy Chisembwere 
“SADC Trade Audit Updates November” and “Malawi Trade Audit Follow-up visit”, 
28 to 31 October, 2007 and “Tanzania trade audit follow-up visit”, 31 October to 3 
November, 2007.  
  
The Ministerial Task Force requested that the Trade Hub undertake an assessment of 
the revenue implications for Malawi. As a result, the Trade Hub determined what kind 
of technical assistance would be required by countries lagging behind, to assist them 
in implementing the SADC Protocol on Trade. The Hub will, in the next quarter, 
provide technical assistance to Malawi and Tanzania to facilitate the full 
implementation of their obligations.  

With respect to designing a trade monitoring compliance mechanism for the Trade, 
Industry, Finance, and Investment (TIFI) Directorate of the SADC Secretariat, 
Bridget Chilala continued to hold discussions with the SADC Secretariat and prepared 
a concept note on the design of the trade monitoring and compliance mechanism.  

Also in the first quarter of FY 2008, the Trade Hub finalized the “Business Guide to 
the SADC Protocol on Trade”. SADC Secretariat has developed a communications 
strategy for the launch of the SADC Free Trade Area. The Business Guide is one of 
the tools that SADC will use to publicize the opportunities that a Free Trade Area will 
present to business. 

For additional information, see “A Business Guide to SADC Protocol on Trade”. 

In order to ensure that SADC has a functional free trade area (FTA) by August 2008, 
the Trade Hub facilitated the finalization of the draft Annexes on SPS and TBT. The 
Trade Hub incorporated comments provided by the SADC Secretariat and the draft 
was presented to Member States with technical comments from the Trade Hub, during 
a workshop in Lusaka from 27 to 29 November, 2007.  

For additional information, see the trip report prepared by Maxine Kennett and 
Bridget Chilala “SADC workshop and OECD meeting in Lusaka” November 26 to 
29, 2007. 
 
As a result of the technical inputs from the Trade Hub, Member States agreed to have 
a new SPS Annex developed. Member States also agreed to link the Seed SPS 
Measures to the SPS Annex and adopted the Import and Export Manual for Seed to be 
replicated for all products subject to SPS measures. The Manual and the Seed SPS 
measures were developed with assistance from the Trade Hub in 2006.  

Having organized a workshop on trade negotiation skills focusing on trade in services 
in collaboration with the Commonwealth Secretariat in May 2007, the USAID Trade 
Hub has been requested by the SADC Secretariat to organize a similar workshop for 
the SADC Members of the Trade Negotiating Forum on Trade in Services. Ms 
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Bridget Chilala will continue to work closely with the SADC Secretariat and other 
International Cooperating Partners (ICPs) to organize a trade in services workshop 
for the SADC which, will include the Trade Negotiating Forum on Trade in Services, 
and selected relevant stakeholders. It has been tentatively scheduled for March 2008.  

For additional information, see the “Draft SADC Protocol on Trade in Services”. 

Planned Activities, SADC Support:  

As follow-up to the trade audit, the Trade Hub will provide regular updates on the 
tariff phase-downs by Malawi and Mozambique. A needs assessment will be 
conducted to evaluate the assistance that will be required to enable Mozambique meet 
any outstanding obligations. An analysis of impact on tariff phase downs on revenue 
for Malawi will also be conducted.  

In the second quarter of FY 2008, the work on designing a trade monitoring and 
compliance mechanism for the Trade, Industry, Finance, and Investment (TIFI) 
Directorate of the SADC Secretariat will continue.  

The Trade Hub will assist the SADC Secretariat to develop a new draft SPS Annex to 
the Protocol on Trade and facilitate the establishment of SPS and TBT inquiry points 
where they do not exist.  

In addition, the Trade Hub will facilitate the transposition of the Member States’ 
schedules of commitments (Tariff Offers) under the SADC Protocol on Trade to HS 
2007. The transposed schedules of tariff will be presented at the Ministerial Task 
Force on Economic Integration Meeting scheduled for February 2008. 

Trade Capacity Building 

Between now and 2010, the SADC Member States will be engaging in finalizing 
complex trade negotiations and implementing outcomes. However, like most 
developing countries, they lack the institutional and technical capacity to fully and 
effectively implement their regional integration agenda. The multi-faceted and multi-
level negotiations will therefore require the SADC countries to strengthen their 
analytical capacities at the national level. 

During the first quarter of FY 2008, the following activities were carried out to 
strengthen the capacity building efforts in the SADC countries: 

• Botswana  

Due to a conflict of dates with the EPA 
negotiations, a national workshop on rules of 
origin for the Botswana Ministry of Trade and 
Industry which was scheduled to take place from 
September 11 to 12, 2007 at the Trade Hub was 
postponed to the second quarter of FY 2008. 
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On November 17, the Trade Hub 
supported the Botswana Confederation 
of Chambers of Commerce, Industry 
and Manpower (BOCCIM) by 
sponsoring a table at the annual Gala 
Dinner. The theme of the evening was 
“Enhancing African Democracy 
through a Visionary Private Sector”. 
The guest speaker was Mr. Sizwe 
Nxasama, CEO of First Rand Bank, the 
wholly-owned subsidiary of First Rand 
Limited, with responsibility for the entire banking operations of the Group, 

First National Bank, Rand Merchant Bank and Wesbank. 

• 

rrangements applicable to Lesotho. The 
guide will be submitted in the second quarter of 

In the first quarter of FY 2008 Frank Flatters 

For additional information, see technical report by Frank Flatters “Rules of 
mercial Availability and Trade Preferences: Denim and AGOA”. 

• 

work and the scope and nature of work to be 

t trade policy and discuss 
imminent challenges to further regional integration, arising from transformation 

including 

Lesotho  

During the first quarter of FY 2008, Talitha 
Bertelsmann-Scott worked with Paulina Elago to 
finalize work on an exporter’s guide to preferential 
trade a

2008.  

completed a study on denim exports from the region to the US. 

Origin, Com

Swaziland  

Paulina Elago, TFCB Deputy Director, met 
Swaziland Investment Promotion Authority’s 
(SIPA) Director for Foreign Direct Investment, 
Zizwe Vilane, to review implementation of the 
Swaziland Investor Road Map recommendations. 
In addition, she also discussed initial preparatory 

carried out towards development of an investment policy for Swaziland.  

Following earlier discussions with Swaziland’s Principal Secretaries for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade and Finance, on September 25, 2007 in Maseru, it was agreed 
that the Trade Hub will develop two policy briefs. The first study aims at 
assessing the economic impact of the potential loss of trade preferences that 
Swaziland currently enjoys as a non-reciprocal member within COMESA FTA. 
The second study will examine Swaziland’s curren

within the Southern African Customs Union (SACU). 

The Trade Hub team, consisting of Robert Kirk, Paulina Elago and Nikki Duncan, 
was tasked to undertake these assignments. In that regard, from November 25 to 
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December 1, 2007, Paulina Elago and Nikki Duncan traveled to Mbabane to meet 
with representatives from Swaziland’s main export industries. They met 

presentatives from 8 private companies to conduct interviews that would help to 

other officials from the Ministry of 
Finance to seek better understanding of the assignment and key deliverables in 

 to preparation 
f Swaziland Trade Policy Options and Comesa Trade Preferences papers”, 

 26 to December 1, 2007 and December 10 to 14, 2007. 
 

• 

iewed before it is 
presented to stakeholders for discussion in the 

 Investor Roadmap carried out by the Trade Hub 
in 2005. During the second quarter of FY 2008, Trade Hub staff will travel to 

• 

rnational trade agreements to 
which Madagascar is party, as well as conduct trade negotiation skills training for 

• ank Flatters and Paulina Elago will finalize and present the findings 
and recommendations of the Ramatex Namibia case study to stakeholders for 

bia Foreign Direct 
Investment Act of 1997 with Namibian authorities, including the Namibia 

re
assess the importance of the COMESA market to Swaziland’s major exports. 
 
From December 10 to 14, 2007, Robert Kirk, Paulina Elago and Nikki Duncan 
traveled to Swaziland to further discuss issues related to the study examining key 
trade policy options and their implication for Swaziland. They met with the 
Principal Secretary, Dumasani Masilela, in addition to Dumisile Magagula, 
Director, Fiscal and Monetary Affairs, and 

terms of expected policy recommendations.  

For additional information, see the trip report prepared by Robert Kirk, Paulina 
Elago and Nikki Duncan “Field research and consultations related
o
November

Namibia 

Short-term consultant Frank Flatters and Paulina 
Elago analyzed data and information gathered on 
the Ramatex Namibia case study which assesses 
the impact of AGOA on investment in African 
manufacturing. A draft report has been prepared 
and is currently being rev

second quarter of FY 2008.  

The Ministry of Trade and Industry in Namibia have requested that the Trade Hub 
review the Namibia Foreign Investment Act. This was one of the 
recommendations of the Namibia

Windhoek to discuss this work.  

Planned Activities, Trade Capacity Building:  

Madagascar: To follow on from the completion of the Business Guide to the 
SADC Protocol on Trade, the Trade Hub will conduct a workshop for the private 
sector and others to explain the provisions in the inte

both government and private sector representatives. 

Namibia: Fr

discussion.  

• Namibia: The Trade Hub will discuss the review of the Nami

Investment Centre, during a visit to Namibia in February 2008. 
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• Swaziland: The Trade Hub will continue to support SIPA on the implementation 
of the Investor Roadmap including the action plan for recommendations related to 
company registration, trade licensing, health inspection and entry permits. The 
Trade Hub will also commence work on the development of an investment policy 

 
on the trade policy options for Swaziland and trade preferences under COMESA, 

Botswana: Paulina Elago will commence planning and preparation 
for training on rules of origin for Lesotho customs officials and Botswana officials 

for Swaziland.  

• Swaziland: Robert Kirk, Paulina Elago and Nikki Duncan will finalize the reports

and present the findings and recommendations to key stakeholders in Swaziland.  

• Lesotho and 

respectively. 

Assessment of the Status of Trade Facilitation 

In order to prepare themselves for current and future discussions on trade facilitation 
at the World Trade Organization (WTO) with other countries and trading blocks, 
several countries have requested that the Trade Hub assist them with a self assessment 
of their trade facilitation status. The objective of these assessments is to: (a) identify 
trade facilitation needs and priorities of the country; (b) where feasible, determine the 
resource implications of implementing proposed trade facilitation measures under the 
WTO trade negotiations; and (c) determine the country’s capacity to implement trade 

• 
conducted in 2006. A Trade Facilitation Working 

Group has been formed which prepares Zambia’s national position for the WTO 

Swaziland’s trade facilitation needs and 
priorities and determine the country’s capacity to implement trade facilitation 

facilitation measures that derive maximum benefits.  

Zambia: Zambia has continued to implement the recommendations of the trade 
facilitation assessment that was 

Trade Facilitation negotiations. 

Planned Activities, Assessment of Status of Trade Facilitation: 

• Swaziland: At the request of the Swaziland Ministry of Finance, Bridget Chilala, 
Ranga Munyaradzi and Maxine Kennett, will facilitate a comprehensive 
assessment of the status of trade facilitation in Swaziland in 2008. The main 
objective of this assessment is to identify 

measures that derive maximum benefits.  

toms Organization (WCO) Time Release Studies (TRS)World Cus  

In collaboration with the WCO, the Trade Hub continued to 
facilitate implementation of Time Release Studies (TRS) in various 
countries of the region. The TRS is the first step in identifying the 
bottlenecks, strengths and weaknesses, and regulatory areas needing 
reform of the customs regime of a country. Ultimately, the goal is 

• 

plementation of the recommended measures. 

improved efficiency and effectiveness of the Customs regime.  

Zambia: Zambia Revenue Authority (ZRA) has now submitted the final version 
of the TRS Report together with a prioritized TRS Action Plan and asked for 
further technical assistance in the im
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A meeting was held with ZRA officials and with USAID/Zambia and further 
technical assistance was agreed to. 

Time Release Studies: 

• Malawi: The Trade Hub will give further technical assistance to Malawi Revenue 

• Zambia: The Trade Hub will give further technical assistance to Zambia on the 
o 

assist, other donors will be approached. 

Planned Activities, 

• Swaziland: The first phase of Time Release Study will be launched in January 
2008 in Mbabane. 

Authority in capacity building and will review Malawi’s Risk Management and 
Post Clearance Audit policy. 

implementation of TRS Action Plan. For those areas where the Hub is not able t

Modernization of Customs Laws, Regulations, Procedures and Processes 

This component involves reviewing and updating Customs laws, regulations, 
manuals, procedures and processes using international best practices based on the 
WCO Revised Kyoto Convention on Simplification and Harmonization of Customs 

to e

• 

leted the revision of the Customs and Excise Act, basing it on the 
Revised Kyoto Convention, the SADC Model Customs Act and the SACU agreed 

For further information, see Trip Report by Ranga Munyaradzi and Tim 

Pro

• 

ed by the Hub Team. This will be followed by 
re-drafting of the Customs and Excise General Regulations, Excise Regulations 

Procedures as well as training for both C
nsure uniform interpretation of laws an

Swaziland: Ranga Munyaradzi and 
Tim Chisembwere reviewed and 
assessed current import and export 
procedures and legislation applied 
by Swazi Customs with a view to 
modernizing them in line with 
international standards. The 
Customs and Excise Act is 
currently out of print. Customs 
Officers are working without this 
vital document. The Trade Hub 
Team has comp

ustoms officials and the business community 
d regulations. 

amendments. The draft amendments will be presented to Swazi Officials in 
January 2008.  

Chisembwere, “Technical Assistance to Swaziland Phase 1” November 18 to 29, 
2007. 

Planned Activities, Modernization of Customs Laws, Regulations, 
cedures and Processes: 

Swaziland: The updated Swaziland Customs and Excise Act will be presented to 
the Commissioner of Customs and his legal team in January 2008 for their inputs 
before the final document is produc
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and the Manual on Import and Export Guidelines. Training on new approaches 
will be conducted later in the year. 

Financial Services Liberalization 

Following the agreement of a number of scopes of work with the 
Angolan Central Bank and USAID/Angola, work commenced on 
reforming the financial sector, including: (a) improving the supply of 
term finance; (b) improving the supply of finance and SMEs, and 
improving SME business development and support services; (c) 

reducing the costs of banking and improving banking efficiency, (d) determination of 

 number of meetings and interviews with banks, other financial 
institutions, government ministries and agencies, SME support organizations, and 

For additional information, see trip report by Bruce Bolnick on “Improving the 

 the BNA on the relevance of Botswana’s 
experience with monetary and exchange rate policy in the context of rapidly rising 

e research and policy 
analysis function could be restructured.  

Pla

• The first complete draft report for the Financial Sector Reform project in Angola 

• In the second quarter of FY 2008, Keith Jefferis will begin work with the BNA 
and USAID/Angola on support for reform of the monetary policy framework and 
a program for the liberalization of exchange controls. 

reference rates for the pricing of credit products; and (e) the potential for introducing 
a deposit insurance system.  

Under the supervision of Keith Jefferis, the Trade Hub’s Economic Advisor, a Trade 
Hub team began work in Angola in August and fieldwork continued until late 
September, when draft recommendations were presented to the National Bank of 
Angola (BNA) and USAID/Angola. The BNA has been providing logistical support 
to the team and is the primary counterpart for this project. Fieldwork comprised data 
collection and a large

private sector firms. The first complete draft report is due to be submitted in the first 
quarter of FY 2008.  

Supply of Financial Services and the Efficiency of the Banking Sector in Angola”, 
September 15 to October 6, 2007.  

Keith Jefferis also submitted a paper to

mineral revenues to the BNA, as well as discussions on how th

nned Activities, Financial Services Liberalization: 

was completed at the end of last quarter and is currently being edited and 
translated into Portuguese for distribution in the second quarter of 2008. 
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2. PRIVATE SECTOR: PRIVATE SECTOR COMPETITIVENESS   

This component seeks to improve the capacity of regional businesses and clusters to 
produce and market competitive goods and services. Activities endeavor to develop 
value-adding export relationships within the region and internationally by providing 
access to technical assistance. Much of the work planned assists producers, exporters, 
and countries to maximize benefit from AGOA opportunities. Target sectors under 
this component are: exportable agriculture, textiles and apparel, and specialty foods.  

The Trade Hub tracks a number of (AGCI and IEHA) indicators under the Private 
Sector Competitiveness heading. These indicators and the results are annexed to the 
end of this report. 

Exportable Agriculture 

The following activities were carried out during the first quarter of FY 2008 in 
support of exportable agriculture in eligible countries: 

• Fresh produce for South Africa 

To facilitate and expedite assistance to the region 
in the agricultural sector, the Trade Hub 
determined it was necessary to ascertain the 
opportunities that exist in the South African 
market for regional agricultural goods. While 
South Africa is mostly self-sufficient in 
agricultural production, there remain 
opportunities for regional producers to take 
advantage of seasonal and climatic variations to 
meet an increase in overall demand of South 
African consumers. Following meetings in South 
Africa with major food retailers, fresh produce 
distributors, and food companies to identify gaps 
in local supplies of fresh fruit, vegetables and 
other agricultural products, the Trade Hub 
determined that Zambia and Mozambique have 
potential for exportable agriculture products into South Africa.  

• Zambia 

During the first quarter of FY 2008, Anton Scheepers accompanied buyers from a 
major supermarket in South Africa to Zambia to visit producers. The trip was 
closely coordinated with the MATEP project. A follow on trip by the buyer is 
planned for January 2008 and additional buyers from other South African 
supermarket chains are expected to follow in early 2008. The Hub is continuing to 
facilitate a structured plan of engagement between the supermarket buyers as well 
as the farmers and growers.  

For further information, see trip report “Visit to Zambia – Buyers Trip” by Anton 
Scheepers.  
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• Swaziland 

As follow up to the Hub’s agribusiness trip 
to Swaziland in the last quarter of FY 2007, 
Johan Labuschagne visited Swaziland to 
provide technical expertise to Eswatini 
Swazi Kitchen and their honey producers. 
Mr. Labuschagne established the strengths 
and weaknesses of honey producers with 
the aim to improve the income of 
beekeepers in the country. Eswatini Swazi 
Kitchen has been a client of the Trade Hub since 2005, and seeks to introduce 
honey into their line of specialty food products. 

The agribusiness trip to Swaziland was facilitated 
by the Technoserve/SWEEP project in Mbabane. 
A follow on trip for further assistance to honey 
producers, including assisting improved extraction 
processes and technical assistance on production 
is planned for January 2008. 

For further information, see trip report “Trip 
Report: Swaziland Apiculture Project with SWEEP” by Johan Labuschagne. 

• Botswana 

Agribusiness Advisor, Anton Scheepers, continues to work with the Hurvitz 
Group on baby vegetable production and fresh horticulture from Botswana into 
the South African market. Mr. Scheepers traveled to assess farming techniques 
and opportunities for exports to South Africa. The Hurvitz Group is currently 
producing butternut and tomatoes in a commercial operation in Lobatse. 

For further information, see trip report “Visit to Makhatini Flats and Durban and 
Botswana Horticulture Trip” by Anton Scheepers. 

• Mozambique 

The Trade Hub continues to explore opportunities for working with the producers 
of Elephant Pepper on the commercial side of their business that supplies chili 
mash to the U.S.-based Tabasco Company. Mr. Scheepers is exploring potential 
opportunities with Mozambican farmers in an outgrower scheme to produce chili 
mash.  

• SPS and market access for agricultural products 

As part of the agriculture strategy, Johan Labuschagne continues to work with the 
South African Department of Agriculture on a priority list for imported produce 
from Southern African countries. This work is intended to facilitate market access 
for intra-SADC trade. The list and requirements will assist in the timing of export 
promotion and trade deals between producers in Southern African countries and 
South African buyers. 

 23



Priority areas will be addressed in conjunction with the USAID-funded SPS 
PASA (Participating Agencies Service Agreement) with the United States 
Department of Agriculture and will include honey (Malawi, Swaziland, 
Mozambique and Zambia); rice (Mozambique); mangoes and bananas 
(Mozambique and Zambia); melons (Botswana and Mozambique); chilies 
(Mozambique); flowers (Zambia); and grapes (Namibia). 

• Botswana 

The Trade Hub provided support to the 
Botswana Horticulture Council (BHC) in 
their attempt to gain access for melons to 
enter the South African market. The 
request for an entry permit by the grower 
was rejected by the Department of Plant 
Protection in South Africa. The grower 
was informed, at the last minute, of the 
need for a pest risk assessment for a pest 
mistakenly identified as present in the 
area. The Trade Hub provided assistance to the grower, the buyer and the 
Department of Agriculture in Botswana in an attempt to resolve this issue. The 
Trade Hub facilitated cooperation with Animal and Plant Health Services 
(APHIS) and the Department of Agriculture in Botswana. APHIS is currently 
working on a program to survey for the pest, at no cost to the Government of 
Botswana.   

• Mozambique 

The Trade Hub continues to explore opportunities for working with the producers 
of Elephant Pepper on the commercial side of their business that supplies chili 
mash to the U.S.-based Tabasco Company. Mr. Scheepers is exploring potential 
opportunities with Mozambican farmers in an outgrower scheme to produce chili 
mash.  

Planned Activities, Exportable Agriculture:  

• Mozambique: Follow up on chili growers and potential interest for cross-border 
investment in horticulture. 

• Zambia: Coordinate with the Market Access, Trade and Enabling Policies 
(MATEP) project on additional South African buyer visits to producers in 
Zambia. 

• Zambia/Malawi/Swaziland/Mozambique:  Continue to work with MATEP, 
ComMark and the South African Department of Agriculture to determine next 
steps on SPS issues surrounding the export of honey to South Africa. 

• Swaziland: Coordinate with the Technoserve Swaziland Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship Program (SWEEP) project on next steps for honey production in 
conjunction with Eswatini Swazi Kitchen. 
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• Botswana: Work with the Botswana Cattle Producers Association (BCPA) to 
produce their website. 

• Botswana: Work with local growers and the Department of Agriculture to clarify 
the recent miscommunication concerning the erroneous reporting of a pest in 
Botswana thus allowing for the admissibility of melons into South Africa. 

• Botswana: Work with the Hurvitz Group on potential exports to the South 
African market. 

• Namibia: Work with stakeholders to achieve declaration of non-False Coddling 
Moth (FCM) area, or low-prevalence FCM area. 

• South Africa: Develop an SPS priority list and areas of action with regional 
National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPO) to move forward facilitation of 
market access for targeted horticultural products.  

Textiles and Apparel  

The following activities were carried out during the first quarter of FY 2008 in 
support of textiles and apparel in eligible countries: 

• Trade Hub plans for 2008 Business to Business meeting 

The Trade Hub initiated its planning for the 2008 Business to Business event, to 
be held in Pretoria, from May 20 to 21. This year, the Southern Africa Trade Hub 
will be sharing costs with the East/Central and West Africa Hubs so that up to 70 
companies from throughout the region will be able to attend. This event will 
involve focused, pre-matched meetings among regional and U.S. buyers/retailers, 
sourcing houses, and garment, textile and trim manufacturers. Last year the event 
facilitated over US$8 million in business and helped open the industry’s eyes to 
the potential for strengthening regional integration within the regional apparel 
supply chain. 

• 2007 Business to Business meetings continue to result in trade deals 

In the third quarter FY 2007, the Trade Hub 
held the textile and apparel business-to-
business meetings in Johannesburg, South 
Africa from May 29 to 30. The meetings 
brought together Southern African producers 
of textiles and apparel with retailers and U.S. 
buyers to foster trade and market linkages.  

More than 50 companies (60 delegates) came 
together for 350 half-hour meetings. Trade deals continued to materialize in the 
last quarter of FY 2007. Over the next 3 months between US$2 million in 
deals/transactions are expected and over the next 2 years between US$5.2 and 
US$5.3 million in deals/transactions are expected. These figures do not include all 
results from the business-to-business meetings. The event was covered in Pursuit 
magazine, published in South Africa in 2007. 
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• Trade Hub prepares for MAGIC show 

The Southern African Trade Hub is collaborating with the USAID West Africa 
and East/Central African Trade Hubs to organize an Africa Pavilion at the 
February 2008 Magic Marketplace (www.magiconline.com), one of the world’s 
premier fashion and garments trade shows, held in Las Vegas from August 27 to 
30. Seven companies from Lesotho, Mauritius, South Africa and Zambia will 
participate along with another nine companies form elsewhere in Africa. The 
Trade Hubs are placing a particular focus on collaborative marketing efforts 
promoting Africa’s duty-free status under AGOA and the range of quality apparel 
the region can manufacture. The August 2007 show resulted in over US$10 
million in new business for participating companies from Southern Africa, and it 
is hoped that this show will at least match that success. 

• AGOA textile and apparel sourcing information support 

On an ongoing basis, the Trade Hub has been providing a range of information 
support to Southern African manufacturers and buyers/investors from the US 
interested in doing business with the African apparel industry. In the first quarter 
of FY 2008, Trade Hub staff responded to at least 10 business-oriented inquiries, 
likely to result in new business for textile and apparel manufacturers in the region. 
Buyers are both form North America and the Southern Africa region. Examples 
include: 

 A U.S. medical scrub company is looking for scrub and uniform 
manufacturers. A successful deal could result in 40,000 to 50,000 units per 
month. 

 Manufacturer information and AGOA compliance assistance for a U.S. 
sourcing house could help fill a multi-million dollar order. 

 Information for a South African home décor company was outsourced 
regionally. 

 Provided outsourcing information to South African kids company brand for 
production in Southern Africa region. 

 Business linkages between a large regional fabric and garment manufacturer 
and a retail chain in South Africa were facilitated.  

 Linked multiple garment manufacturers with regional suppliers of yarn and 
trims. 

 A Canadian retailer was provided with profiles of regional manufacturers for 
sourcing to North American markets. 

If some of the key inquiries become deals, the potential business would amount to 
millions of dollars. Updates will be provided as available from the companies. 
Specifics are not provided to protect the confidentiality of the business linkages.  

• South Africa: Category 9 eligibility under AGOA 

AGOA provides duty and quota free benefits for hand loomed, handmade or 
folklore articles made in beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries. This 
provision is known as "Category 9".  
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In Executive Order 13191, the President authorized 
the Committee for the Implementation of Textile 
Agreements (CITA), after consultation with the 
Commissioner of Customs and Border Protection, 
to consult with beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
countries and to determine which particular textile 
and apparel goods shall be treated as being hand 
loomed, handmade, or folklore articles. At the 

AGOA Forum in Ghana, OTEXA announced that South Africa is now eligible for 
Category 9 under AGOA. The Trade Hub is working with producing firms in 
South Africa on their first shipments to the United States. 

• SANLAM presentation 

The Trade Hub was requested to present at a breakfast sponsored by SANLAM 
and Pursuit Magazine (SA) for a group of apparel companies based in the Cape 
Town area. The Trade Hub provided two speakers, Brett Johnson, AGOA Trade 
and Business Manager, and Joop de Voest, Apparel Value Chain Leader, for the 
discussions focused around apparel trade and how the Trade Hub works to 
promote business in this sector. 

For further information, see trip report “Durban Automotive Cluster and 
SANLAM/Pursuit Magazine Apparel Workshops” by Brett Johnson. 

Planned Activities, Textiles and Apparel:  

• Brett Johnson will lead a delegation of Southern African companies to the 
MAGIC Show, held in Las Vegas in February 2008.  

• Continue planning for the 2008 Business-to-Business event focusing on regional 
sourcing opportunities and leveraging on success achieved in 2007 to attract more 
manufacturers and buyers. The 2008 event will feature companies from West and 
East/Central Africa and represents a collaborative effort by all three Trade Hubs. 

• Respond to reports that apparel companies are having problems with production 
verification documentation and other documentation compliance for AGOA 
exports to the US through the development and production of a “Roadmap for 
Production Verification Documentation and AGOA Compliance” for 
dissemination throughout the region. 

• Collaborate with stakeholders within the South African textile industry to help 
them take advantage of the recent AGOA Category 9 approval by the U.S. 
Government. This could include raising the awareness of related regulations and 
documentation requirements for export to the US and market linkage support. 

• Continue to facilitate trade deals between Southern African apparel and textile 
firms and interested buyers/investors. On an ongoing basis, the Trade Hub has 
been providing a range of information support to Southern African manufacturers 
and buyers/investors from the United States interested in doing business with the 
African apparel industry.  
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AGOA Support  

The AGOA Support Component is designed to provide complementary capacity 
building and technical assistance at both the firm level and national level to increase 
the value and volume of exports to the United States from eligible countries in the 
Southern Africa region. In 2007, the Trade Hub made significant progress in 
supporting the AGOA Mission of promoting partnerships that increase trade in goods 
to the United States. Many firms are in the process of solidifying export partnerships 
with U.S. firms, due to assistance from the AGOA Program.  

• Botswana company benefits from AGOA assistance  

Peter Mabeo Furniture, 
based in Gaborone, 
Botswana, produces high 
quality and contemporary 
furniture that has been 
featured in the New York 
Times and O (Oprah’s 
Magazine). Canadian 
designer Patty Johnson 
has collaborated with Mr. 
Mabeo to bring new 
product collections, 
including furniture and 
basketry to the North 
American market. Peter 
Mabeo has won awards at the International Contemporary Furniture Fair and 
“Design Dozen 2006” in Newsweek, as one of the product lines represented for 
new direction and achievement in design. During 2007, Peter Mabeo Furniture 
followed up on leads from the International Contemporary Furniture Fair (ICFF), 
which was held in New York City in 2007. A major U.S. contemporary furniture 
retailer has confirmed a trade deal that will likely materialize in April of 2008. 

• Trade Hub collaborating with Talier Trading Group to identify specialty 
food companies for export 

On an ongoing basis, the Trade Hub has been working with the Talier Trading 
Group, a marketing and brokering company which is launching a line of African 
specialty food brands, to identify new companies with interesting and competitive 
products likely to be marketable in the U.S. Already the Talier has signed up with 
a number of Southern African companies, providing them with the opportunity to 
sell their products in the likes of Whole Foods, Safeway, Albertsons and other 
stores. Products reviewed this quarter include aloe food products, honey, organic 
baby food, infused spring water and baobab/marula products.  

In November 2007, Brett Johnson accompanied Jim Thaller from the Talier Group 
as he met with a number of South African manufacturers. He aims to begin 
ordering from South Africa from next year. Prior to making orders, a number of 
labeling, pricing, and distribution/importing issues needed to be addressed. The 
Trade Hub also introduced Mr. Talier to a potential supplier of health bars. Mr. 
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Talier has launched a set of African brands which is expected to by sold in more 
than 5000 stores in the United States by mid-2008. 

For further information, see trip report “Cape Town: Corporate Council on 
Africa U.S. Africa Business Trip” by Brett Johnson and other Trade Hub staff. 

• Mauritius promotional film for specialty food companies 

Amanda Hilligas traveled to Mauritius in October to meet with Sun Rich 
International, based in Chicago Illinois and work with Labourdonnais Company 
on the filming project that will appear on the National Culinary Report and 
potentially CNN International, the Discovery Channel and the Food Network. 

For further information, see trip report “Mauritius Buyers and Filming Trip”. 

• AGOA, market access and information support 

The Trade Hub continues to provide support to Southern African companies 
looking for information on ways to access the U.S. market through AGOA. 
Specialty food, natural products and garment companies have received assistance 
in the form of market and/or regulatory information, and on occasion facilitated 
market linkages. 

• Presentation at BEMA joint venture workshop 

Brett Johnson represented the Trade Hub at a joint 
venture workshop held by the Botswana Exporters and 
Manufacturers Association (BEMA, formerly 
Botswana Exporters Association) in Maun, Botswana, 
to discuss opportunities to export to the U.S. market 
through AGOA, what companies must consider when 
considering entering the U.S. market and assistance 
that is available from the Trade Hub. 

For further information, see trip report “Maun BEMA Trip Report” by Brett 
Johnson. 

• Participation in the Corporate Council on Africa’s Business Summit 

Both Amanda Hilligas and Brett Johnson participated in the Corporate Council on 
Africa’s Business Summit held in Cape Town entitled, “Africa: Entering the Door 
to Opportunities” in November 2007. During the Summit, the CARANA 
Corporation sponsored a workshop entitled, “Successful Development: Examining 
the Relationship between Trade and Investment”. The workshop included 
panelists from the Southern Africa Trade Hub including:  Jim Thaller of Thaller 
Trading; Mike Gravina of Elephant Pepper; Peter Mabeo of Peter Mabeo 
Furniture; Jesse Peters of Whole Foods; Mitchell Strauss of OPIC and Eduardo 
Tugendhat, President of CARANA Corporation. 

For further information, see trip report “Cape Town: Corporate Council on 
Africa U.S. Africa Business Summit” by Brett Johnson and other Trade Hub staff. 
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• Durban automotive cluster workshop 

The AGOA Trade and Business Manager, Brett Johnson was asked to speak to the 
Durban automotive cluster in October. About 20 members of the Kwazulu Natal 
(KZN) automotive component industry were present at the workshop, representing 
both Original Equipment Manufacturing (OEM) and aftermarket companies. 
Small medium and large companies were represented. 

Mr. Johnson made an effort to emphasize that in order for South African 
component manufacturers to survive, they must make continuous improvements in 
areas of cost control (lowering inventory), quality, flexibility, reliability and 
product development. Automotive-centric performance indicators, with global 
benchmarks were provided for manufacturers to compare themselves to the 
competition abroad. 

Planned Activities, AGOA Support:  

• Begin planning for the 2008 New York Fancy Food Show. Currently the Trade 
Hub is collaborating with USAID’s Southern Africa Investments and Business 
linkages (SAIBL) project, South Africa’s Consul General in New York and the 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) as they plan to hold a South African 
Pavilion at the show. Resource sharing with DTI in booth and travel support will 
allow the Trade Hub to dedicate more resources toward company preparation, 
which is critical for trade show success. 

• The Trade Hub is corresponding with the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) office in Pretoria to explore the potential of holding training workshops 
focusing on regulatory compliance issues for exporting to the U.S. This is a 
critical topic, as many market ready exporting companies in the region experience 
delays when dealing with buyers as they do not have all of the required Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) registrations and FDA-compliant labeling.  

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Trade Hub carried out a series of follow-up correspondence with its beneficiary 
companies to determine the level business resulting from USAID assistance and look 
at how interaction with the buyers and the market is driving investments and/or 
improvements in productivity, product development and standards compliance.  

The deal tracking information is being used to estimate the level of Trade Hub-
facilitated exports (both to U.S. and the region) from 2006 to 2009. So far, the ‘deal 
pipeline’ is estimated at US$35-40 million. A significant amount of this business has 
been generated in the apparel sector, both from trade show participation and the Trade 
Hub’s regional sourcing information service. 

A Trade Hub paper discussing its market linkage approach, results and lessons 
learned will be completed for distribution in early 2008. 
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3. INFRASTRUCTURE: MODERN ENERGY SERVICES 

Since 2006, the Trade Hub has carefully positioned itself as a centre of excellence for 
energy trade and regulatory issues and has received a number of requests for 
regulatory technical assistance and training from the Regional Electricity Regulators 
Association of Southern Africa (RERA) as well as individual national regulators in 
the SADC region. This component seeks to initiate and support work on energy issues 
within the region and undertakes activities to this end.  

The Trade Hub tracks two indicators under the AGCI Modern Energy heading: 

1. The number of people receiving Trade Hub supported training in energy 
related policy and regulatory practices; and 

2. Total public and private dollars leveraged by the Trade Hub for energy 
infrastructure projects. 

Support to the SADC Energy Sector 

For the considerable future, the whole 
Southern Africa region will remain in 
desperate need for additional 
generation capacity to meet the growth 
in demand. This is as a result of 
diminishing excess capacity in the 
region and lack of significant 
investments in new capacity in all 
SADC countries. It is estimated that 
approximately US$7.9 million 
investment into new generation 
capacity is required to meet demand by 
2010. Whilst the key market for such 
power will probably remain South 
Africa, regional countries will also 
need to address increased local 
demand. The potential for sales in and 
to regional countries (either in the form of in-country sales, power sales via the 
Southern Africa Power Pool (SAPP), or direct sales between neighboring regional 
countries) are becoming increasingly attractive. This has prompted SAPP to move 
towards a competitive market through the introduction of the Day Ahead Market 
(DAM) upgrading from the Short Term Energy Market (STEM).  

• SADC meetings 

From November 1 to 2, Maxine Kennett and Gloria Magombo attended a SADC 
Energy Thematic Group Meeting and Energy Donors’ Meeting. The main objectives 
of the meetings were to establish the work modalities of the group and review the 
following critical issues: 

1. The new role Norway will play as the lead International Cooperating Partner 
(ICP), for the energy sector in SADC; 
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2. The status and priorities of the energy sector in the SADC region; 

3. Agree on the terms of reference of the Energy Thematic Group (ETG); 

4. Review the scope of involvement of the SADC energy institutions, the 
Regional Electricity Regulators Association (RERA) and Southern African 
Power Pool (SAPP); 

5. The process towards a comprehensive regional power trade; 

6. Potential and organization of work on new and renewable sources of energy; 
and 

7. Networking and identification of areas of collaboration between the ICPs. 

At the meeting, the Trade Hub presented: (a) the results of the study reviewing the 
legal and regulatory barriers to private sector participation in electricity provision; (b) 
access to distribution and transmission facilities; and (c) the operation of electricity 
markets. The presentation highlighted the interventions and policy reforms required in 
the region to encourage private sector investment in electrical generation capacity and 
in efficiently meeting the region’s rapidly increasing energy needs. The meeting 
agreed that one of the critical roles of the lead ICP will be to build partnerships, 
coordinate and synchronize the dialogue between ICPs and the SADC-secretariat. 

For additional information, see the meeting reports by Gloria Magombo on SADC 
Thematic Group Meeting on November 1, 2007 and report on Donors’ Meeting on 
November 2, 2007. 

• The SADC Energy Activities Plan 

The Trade Hub has continued to support various energy-related initiatives of SADC 
and has received additional requests to support regional integration activities through 
sustainable information sharing and experience sharing mechanisms. This work will 
assist in reviewing the regional energy planning network and production of the annual 
energy statistics for SADC countries. 

• The SADC power sector review mission to Madagascar 

The Executive Secretary of SADC, Dr Salamao, 
visited Madagascar in October 2007 and held 
discussions with government officials in Madagascar 
around the power generation capacity in Madagascar. 
The authorities in Madagascar requested the SADC 
Secretariat to develop an Emergency Plan aimed at 
addressing the power sector challenges. Madagascar 
became a member of SADC in 2006 and is being 

integrated into the existing SADC level programs and activities. It is against this 
background that SADC decided to undertake a mission to Madagascar. The SADC 
Secretariat in turn invited the Trade Hub to be part of the team comprising of: 

1. SADC secretariat; 

2. Southern African Power Pool; 

3. Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA); 
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4. ESKOM-Power Experts; and 

5. the Trade Hub. 

The Trade Hub accepted the invitation and provided valuable expertise to the mission. 
The preliminary finding of the mission is that there is a generation capacity deficit in 
Madagascar and current peak demand requirements are being met by expensive diesel 
generators. Although Madagascar has a hydro power potential of over 7000MW, it 
has only 105MW installed hydro capacity and the rest is unexploited. The power 
utility and the regulator indicated they require capacity building and general exposure 
to the region. Once the capacity building requirements are defined, the Trade Hub will 
provide training in collaboration with other international institutions.  

For additional information, see the trip report by Gloria Magombo on Madagasca, 
November 26 to December 1, 2007 

Support for Late Stage transactions 

The Trade Hub assisted the Government of Mozambique in developing the 
concessioning framework agreement for the Moatize Coal Fired Power Plant. As a 
result, a Framework Agreement was signed between the Government of Mozambique 
and a private developer on December 19, 2007. Trade Hub assistance was critical for 
such an achievement which leveraged US$2.7 billion of investment in Mozambique’s 
energy sector. Furthermore, this framework was used as a template by Mozambican 
authorities a few days later with a private developer of the Mpanda Nkuwa Hydro 
Power Plant.  

For additional information, see trip report by Fernando Julião and Les Kügel on 
Mozambique, December 6 to 7, 2007. 

Planned Activities, Modern Energy Services 

• The Trade Hub will assist RERA to review the status of regulation and 
institutional frameworks in SADC. 

• The Trade Hub will assist RERA to development an IPP framework. 

• The Trade Hub will assist RERA with the production of the regional annual tariff 
publication. 

• The Trade Hub is planning to organize a training course on principles of 
regulation for the regulators of Mozambican Regulator (CNELEC).  

• The Trade Hub is currently awaiting feed back from the regulator in Madagascar 
on the type of technical assistance they will require. Follow up will be done in the 
second quarter of FY 2008. 

• The Trade Hub will follow up on RERA’s request to assist Swaziland in its efforts 
to establish a regulator. 
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4. INFRASTRUCTURE: TRANSPORT SERVICES 

This component seeks to support the creation, 
improvement and sustainability of physical 
infrastructure, and related services, in both urban 
and rural areas, to enhance the economic 
environment and improve economic productivity. 
Thus, this component includes activities to 
improve transport services (including roads, 
airports, railways, and ports). 

The private sector will be relied upon to play a significant role in investing in 
infrastructure if demand is to be met. However, this is not always as easy as it sounds. 
Regulatory frameworks are often burdensome, and development is often hampered by 
a lack of clear Government policy. 

The focus of the Trade Hub is to increase regional co-operation on legal and 
regulatory issues, to help facilitate new investment initiatives and to support those 
initiatives that are likely to result in increased private sector participation in the 
transport industry.  

The Trade Hub tracks three indicators under the AGCI Transport Services heading: 

1. Total public and private dollars leveraged by the Trade Hub for transportation 
infrastructure projects; 

2. Has the government adopted improved transportation related policies or plans 
this year as a result of Trade Hub assistance?; and 

3. Number of people receiving Trade Hub supported training in transportation 
related policy and regulatory practices. 

SADC Transport Facilitation  

Trade competitiveness for goods and services within the Southern Africa region is 
adversely affected by high transit and transport costs. The region has six landlocked 
countries, and requires a well-functioning, integrated transport network to facilitate 
trade flows between the ports and the interior. The Trade Hub collaborates with other 
donors and works closely with SADC to significantly reduce transit times and costs 
by supporting the adoption of harmonized customs procedures and a single customs 
document across the region. 

From October 3 to 5, 2007, Evans Marowa participated in the following SADC 
meetings held in Gaborone, Botswana:  

1. Senior officials responsible for transport; 

2. Ministers responsible for transport; and 

3. Prioritization of trans-boundary transport projects in the SADC Corridors. 

The SADC Ministers noted the efforts of the Trade Hub in transport corridors 
facilitation and hoped for continued collaboration between SADC and the Trade Hub. 
As a result of the identified priorities for the proposed SADC Technical Committees, 
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the Ministers requested that the Trade Hub support SADC with the following 
activities: 

1. Review of regional experience in concessioning of ports. The request for 
support from the Port Management Association of East and Southern Africa 
(PMAESA) to identify investment opportunities will be incorporated in this 
activity;  

2. Review of regional experience in concessioning of railways; 

3. Support harmonization of vehicle equipment standards, dimensions and loads 
on vehicles; 

4. Assess the potential impact of the implementation of the Yamoussoukro 
Decision on open skies policy in the SADC region; 

5. In collaboration with the International Maritime Organization (IMO), assist 
those Member States which have had difficulty with implementation of 
maritime security in terms of the International Ship and Port Facilities 
Security (ISPS) Code; and 

6. Capacity building for the Southern Africa Railways Association (SARA) 
through exchange programs with the American Association of Railroads 
(AAR). 

The scopes of work for the first four activities have been finalized and some of the 
activities will commence in the second quarter of FY 2008. 

On October 12, Evans Marowa participated in a review meeting of the 
Corridors/Spatial Development Initiative Study being conducted by SADC 
Secretariat. The review meeting which was held in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
particularly focused on the Dar es Salaam, Maputo and Trans Kalahari Corridors (all 
of which are being facilitated by the Trade Hub) in order to draw lessons to be taken 
on board in developing the SADC Corridors Program. 

For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa “SADC SDIs/Corridors 
Study Review Workshop”, October 11 to 13, 2007.  

Planned Activities, SADC Transport Facilitation:  

• The Trade Hub will be represented in a planning workshop to agree the 
implementation plan for the harmonized road user charges, including agreeing on 
the memorandum of understanding to facilitate implementation. 

• The Trade Hub will facilitate signing of the memorandum of understanding 
between SADC Secretariat and the United States Government (USG), on transport 
programs to facilitate initiation of implementation.  

• The following activities will be initiated in the next quarter: (a) review of regional 
experience in concessioning of ports; (b) review of regional experience in 
concessioning of railways; (c) harmonization of vehicle equipment standards, 
dimensions and loads on vehicles; and (d) assessment of the potential impact of 
the implementation of the Yamoussoukro Decision on open skies policy in the 
SADC region. 
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Roll-out of the SAD 500 / Single Administrative Document 

The SAD 500 is a multi-purpose goods 
declaration form covering imports, 
exports, cross-border and transit 
movements, and it incorporates all the 
information necessary for advanced 
Customs Clearance and Customs risk 
management purposes. It reduces 
paperwork and allows for quicker 
turnaround times with fewer errors, less 
confusion, lower costs, and improved 
trade efficiencies. The SAD 500 

complies with international best practices and Customs standards, with similar 
documents having been introduced throughout the world. It was successfully piloted 
in the Trans Kalahari Corridor (TKC) between South Africa, Botswana and Namibia 
over the past two years with technical assistance from the Trade Hub. It is now the 
only Customs declaration document in Botswana and Namibia, and the Trade Hub is 
assisting in its roll-out to non-SACU countries. After the Trade Hub-facilitated review 
meetings of the TKC/Dar Corridor Customs Working Groups in Lusaka on the roll-
out of the SAD 500 in Zambia from February 20 to 21, Zambia has now legalized the 
use of SAD 500. 

Implementation of the SAD 500 in Mozambique has been hampered by the inability 
of the current Trade Information Management System (TIMS) computer program to 
accommodate the SAD 500. Mozambican Customs is in the process of developing a 
new program which will accommodate the SAD 500 and develop a trade Single 
Window/One-stop Platform. Mozambique is still to unveil the new computer program 
which will accommodate the SAD 500. 

Planned Activities, SAD 500: 

• Cross-border roll-out of SAD 500 outside SACU countries will continue between 
Zambia/Botswana/Namibia and a workshop to work out modalities of 
implementation will be held in second quarter of FY 2008. 

Transport Corridors Support Work 

Activities in support of Transport Corridors of the region during the first quarter of 
FY 2008 were as follows: 

Maputo Corridor: On October 18, 2007, Evans Marowa and 
Ranga Munyaradzi attended the annual review meeting of the 
Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative (MCLI) to review the 
progress of freight movement along the Maputo Corridor. Evans 
Marowa made two presentations on the development of an 
institutional framework for the corridor and the development of a 
corridor performance monitoring system and moderated three 
sessions. Ranga Munyaradzi made a panel presentation on corridors Customs 
initiatives. A total of two hundred and seventy one stakeholders participated in this 
event. 
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For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa and Ranga Munyaradzi 
“Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative (MCLI) Logistics Review & Networking 
Forum”, October 17 to 19, 2007.  
 
Trans Kalahari Corridor: From 
23 to 25 October, 2007, Evans 
Marowa facilitated a meeting of 
the Trans Kalahari Corridor 
Transport Working Group 
(TKCTWG) and a meeting of the 
Trans Kalahari Corridor 
Management Committee 
(TKCMC) Co-Chairs’ in 
Windhoek, Namibia. The 
Transport Working Group 
reviewed progress in 
implementation of the corridor 
action plan including the Cross Border Vehicle Overload Control System (CBOCS). 

For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa “Trans Kalahari 
Corridor Transport Working Group Meeting”, October 23 to 25, 2007.  
 
Dar, Maputo and Trans Kalahari Corridors: From October 29 to 31, 2007, Ranga 
Munyaradzi facilitated a workshop on Customs Computer Systems and Connectivity 
for countries of the Dar, Maputo and Trans Kalahari Corridors in Johannesburg. 
Information Technology (IT) experts from SADC and SACU Secretariats participated 
in the workshop. The purpose of the workshop was to discuss: (a) methods of 
communicating Customs Data between existing Customs Systems; (b) transit 
interface requirements; (c) possible ways of exchanging/transmitting data across 
international frontiers; and (d) legal framework for exchange of information. The 
keynote address was given by Mr. Michael Smith, IT Consultant from the East and 
Central African Hub based in Nairobi, Kenya. Mr. Smith developed the Revenue 
Authority Digital Data Exchange System (RADDEx) in East Africa, and it was 
successfully piloted between Kenya and Uganda, where transit delays have been 
significantly reduced at their common border posts. It is now being piloted in 
Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. Mr. Smith tabled the RADDEx program at the 
workshop and participants agreed that there was no need to re-invent another system 
in Southern Africa. 

For additional information, see trip report by Ranga Munyaradzi “TKC/Dar 
Corridor Customs Transit Systems Interface & Connectivity Workshop”, October 29 
to 30, 2007 

Planned Activities, Transport Corridors Support Work: 

• Maputo Corridor: The Trade Hub will work with the Maputo Corridor Logistics 
Initiative (MCLI) to arrange national stakeholder consultations for the proposed 
corridor institutional framework. 

• All Corridors: Ranga Munyaradzi will facilitate a second regional workshop on 
Customs computer systems interface, connectivity and electronic data interchange 
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during March 2008. Customs and IT Experts from the Trans Kalahari, Dar es 
Salaam and Maputo Corridor countries as well as the SADC Secretariat and 
SACU will participate in the workshop. The workshop will examine various 
approaches to Customs systems interface/connectivity and come up with an 
implementation strategy for the region. 

• Dar es Salaam Corridor: The Trade Hub will facilitate a meeting of the Dar es 
Salaam Corridor Committee (DCC) and its customs and Transport Working 
Groups, during March 2008 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The meeting will review 
the work program of the DCC and its working groups. 

• Trans Cunene Corridor: The Trade Hub will follow up on feedback from the 
Government of Angola on the request by the Government of Namibia and the 
Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG) to implement a corridor trade facilitation 
program. 

• Trans-Kalahari Corridor: The Trade Hub will facilitate meetings of the task 
teams on vehicle overload control and on carriage of hazardous substances. The 
Hub will facilitate a meeting of the TKCMC co-chairpersons to: (a) approve an 
annex to the TKC Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to formally establish 
the Permanent Secretariat and host it in Namibia; (b) approve the TKCMC budget; 
and (c) plan for a meeting of the Ministers responsible for transport in the corridor 
countries. 

Cross-Border Vehicle Overload Control Initiative 

Overloaded trucks on the road networks of the region are a major cause of damage to 
roads, and this means slower transportation routes and higher transportation costs. In 
November 2004, the Trade Hub introduced the Cross Border Overload Control 
System (CBOCS) for the Martin’s Drift/Grobler’s Bridge border crossing between 
Botswana and South Africa as a pilot program designed to reduce truck overloading. 
Activities to roll out this system were as follows:  

• Trans Kalahari Corridor: The Trade Hub met the Namibian Customs and Road 
Authority officials on October 25, 2007, to secure support for the implementation 
of the CBOCS. Parties agreed that the system would be rolled out at all border 
posts in Namibia.  

For additional information, see trip report by Bo Giersing “Transport Logistics 
Options for Zambian Exporters (Market Access Trade and Enabling Policy, 
MATEP)”, October 22 to October 26, 2007.  
 

• North-South Corridor: The Trade Hub met the Botswana Customs and Road 
Departments on December 12, 2007, to discuss the way forward with 
implementation of the CBOCS. Both Parties agreed that the Road Department 
would submit an official request to Customs by end of December 2007 and an 
agreement would be signed by end of January 2008 to pave the way for border 
post steering committees to start work.  

• Dar es Salaam Corridor: The Trade Hub met the departments of Customs from 
Malawi, Zambia and Tanzania together with the Weighbridge Officials for 

 38



Malawi and Tanzania on December 7, 2007. The Weighbridge Officials will 
submit formal letters of request to the Revenue Authorities to facilitate signing of 
formal agreements before border posts steering committees can be established. 

Planned Activities, Cross-Border Vehicle Overload Control Initiative: 

The Trade Hub will follow up submissions of formal letters of request to the Customs 
Departments in Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, and Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia 
as well as the signing of memoranda of agreement.  
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5. OUTREACH ACTIVITIES AND TRADE HUB MANAGEMENT 

Staffing 

The year ended on a very tragic note for the Trade Hub when Evans Marowa, the 
Trade Hub’s Transport Advisor, was killed in a motor accident in the early hours of 
December 16, 2007. 

Evans, a Zimbabwe national, joined the Trade 
Hub as a short-term Transport Consultant at the 
beginning of 2004, and in mid 2005 as a long-term 
Transport Advisor, bringing twenty years 
experience in transport and trade facilitation in the 
SADC region. His experience, knowledge and 
contacts throughout Southern Africa provided the 
foundation and credibility for the Hub’s successful 
and high profile transport work, on ports, railways 

and the Trans Kalahari, Dar es Salaam and Maputo corridors. His extensive 
experience, energy, and engaging personality made him a sought after participant in, 
and speaker at, international meetings and events, not only in Africa but around the 
world, further adding to the profile of the Trade Hub’s transport work. 

Before joining the Trade Hub, Evans spent many years with the National Railways of 
Zimbabwe (NRZ), rising to the level of Director (Technical Services). He also served 
as the Chairperson of the Southern African Railways Association (SARA) Business 
Strategies and Technical Committee. Upon leaving the NRZ in 2003 Evans worked 
for a transport logistics and engineering management consulting group as Team 
Leader on a cross-border trade facilitation project for the Beira Corridor covering 
border posts between Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe.” 

The Trade Hub is hosting a Memorial Service for Evans on January 18, 2008 at 12 
noon. 

Events and High Level Visits 

• On October 3, Maxine Kennett met with the new European Delegation Trade 
Advisor, Lena Sund at the USAID Trade Hub offices in Gaborone, Botswana. 

• On October 9, Agiso Odhuno started work at the Trade Hub 
as the Trade Hub Manager.  

• On October 10, the Trade Hub briefed a delegation from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) about the Hub’s activities 
and work with SADC. 

• On October 15, the Trade Hub hosted a meeting of the 
Botswana Cattle Producers’ Association (BCPA) at its 
offices in Gaborone, Botswana. 
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• On October 16, the Trade Hub 
sponsored the Botswana 
Confederation of Commerce, 
Industry and Manpower 
(BOCCIM) AGM at the Trade 
Hub’s offices.  

• From October 16 to 18, Johan 
Labuschagne and Anton Scheepers 
visited the USAID Trade Hub’s 
offices for quarterly agriculture 
meetings. 

• On October 17, the Trade Hub hosted a workshop run by FinMark Trust on 
Housing Finance in Botswana: Challenges for Servicing the Low Income Market. 
FinMark Trust is based in Johannesburg and operates throughout the SACU 
region, and has a mission of developing financial markets by making them work 
for the poor and extending access to appropriate financial services to individuals 
and households who currently lack it. 

• On October 22, Gloria Magombo started work as the Trade 
Hub’s long-term Energy Advisor.  

• On October 29, the Trade Hub hosted a meeting of the 
Botswana Agricultural Union (BAU). 

• On November 1 and 2, the Trade Hub hosted a training 
workshop for members of the New Partnership Initiative, 
youth group operating under Youth Health Organization 
which is sponsored by the U.S. President’s Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR). 

• On November 7, the Trade Hub briefed Mr. Leonardo Iannone, an analyst from 
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), on its activities. Mr. 
Iannone was on a mission to Southern Africa, to meet with potential partners and 
to identify areas of possible collaboration.  

• On November 9, Gloria Magombo, held a liaison meeting with the SADC Senior 
Programme Manager-Energy, concerning USAID Trade Hub energy-related 
activities and SADC energy priorities.  

• On November 13 to 14, the USAID Trade Hub hosted a meeting for the 
management of Population Services International (PSI). 

• On November 26, Anton Scheepers traveled to Botswana to work with 
commercial farmers on exportable vegetables to South Africa and for 
consultations with the Trade Hub. 

• On December 3, the Trade Hub hosted a meeting for Population Services 
International (PSI). 
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• On Tuesday December 4, the American African Business Women’s Association 
(AABWA) held a meeting at the USAID Trade Hub. 

• On December 6, Helena McLeod from DFID visited the Trade Hub to be briefed 
on Trade Hub activities. 

• On December 7, Bryan Lemar of Star Gate Capital visited the Trade Hub and 
discussed biodiesel, solar and extraction projects in the region.  

Participation in Events Outside the Trade Hub 

In addition to the above-mentioned activities, the Trade Hub technical staff 
contributed to and participated at the following events organized outside the Trade 
Hub during the first quarter of FY 2008: 

• From September 30 to October 6, Les Kügel and Elija Sichone, the Executive 
Secretary of the Regional Electricity Regulators Association of Southern Africa 
(RERA), attended an Electricity Market Design Workshop in Washington DC.  

For additional information, see trip report by Les Kügel “Visit to DC”, September 
30 to October 6, 2007.  

• From October 3 to 5, Evans Marowa participated in SADC meetings for senior 
officials and Ministers responsible for transport, as well as the SADC meeting on 
the prioritization of trans-boundary transport projects in Gaborone, Botswana. The 
SADC Ministers noted the efforts of the USAID Trade Hub in transport corridors 
facilitation and expressed their desire for continued collaboration between SADC 
and the Trade Hub. 

• From October 4 to 10, Amanda Hilligas traveled to Mauritius to work with 
specialty food companies and to film an interview for broadcast on PBS, Fox 
News, and the Discovery Channel about the Trade Hub’s work in specialty foods. 

For further information, see trip report, “Mauritius Buyers and Filming Trip.” 

• On October 11, the Trade Hub sponsored a Joint Venture Workshop of the 
Botswana Exporters and Manufacturers Association (BEMA) in Maun, Botswana. 
Brett Johnson addressed the workshop on export opportunities under AGOA; 
considerations before attempting to export to the United States; and available 
support from the Trade Hub. 

For further information, see trip report “Maun BEMA Trip Report” by Brett 
Johnson. 

• On October 12, Evans Marowa participated in a review meeting of the 
Corridors/Spatial Development Initiative Study being conducted by the SADC 
Secretariat. The review meeting, which was held in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
particularly focused on the Dar es Salaam, Maputo and Trans Kalahari Corridors 
in order to draw lessons to be taken on board in developing the SADC Corridors 
Program. 
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For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa “SADC 
SDIs/Corridors Study Review Workshop”, October 11 to 13, 2007.  

• On October 17, Evans Marowa and Ranga Munyaradzi attended the annual 
plenary meeting of the Mpumalanga Freight Logistics Forum (MFLF) in 
Nelspruit, South Africa.  

For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa and Ranga 
Munyaradzi “Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative (MCLI) Logistics Review & 
Networking Forum”, October 17 to 19, 2007.  

• On October 18, Evans Marowa and Ranga Munyaradzi attended the annual review 
meeting of the Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative (MCLI) to review the 
progress of freight movement along the Maputo Corridor. Mr. Marowa made two 
presentations on the development of an institutional framework for the corridor 
and the development of a corridor performance monitoring system for the corridor 
and moderated three sessions. Mr. Munyaradzi made a panel presentation on 
corridors Customs initiatives. A total of two hundred and thirty four stakeholders 
participated in this event. 

For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa and Ranga 
Munyaradzi “Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative (MCLI) Logistics Review & 
Networking Forum”, October 17 to 19, 2007.  

• From October 18 to 19, Ranga Munyaradzi and Evans Marowa facilitated a 
meeting in Nelspruit, South Africa, of the Maputo Corridor Trilateral stakeholders 
on the establishment of the Maputo Corridor Management Committee. In addition, 
the Mpumalanga Freight Logistics Forum conducted an annual review of its 
performance since its launch. The Customs and Transport Working Groups 
deliberated on trade facilitation measures along the Maputo Corridor. 

For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa and Ranga 
Munyaradzi “Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative (MCLI) Logistics Review & 
Networking Forum”, October 17 to 19, 2007.  

• From October 23 to 25, Brett Johnson participated in a series of SANLAM Pursuit 
Breakfast Seminars for South African apparel companies in Durban and Cape 
Town. Mr. Johnson also discussed apparel exports under AGOA; industry trends; 
and support available from the USAID Trade Hub. 

For further information, see trip report, “Presentations at Durban Automotive 
Cluster and SANLAM/Pursuit Magazine Apparel Workshops Durban and Cape 
Town, South Africa”. 

• From October 23 to 25, Evans Marowa facilitated a meeting of the Trans Kalahari 
Corridor Transport Working Group (TKCTWG) and the Trans Kalahari Corridor 
Management Committee (TKCMC) Co-Chairs’ meetings in Windhoek, Namibia. 
The Transport Working Group reviewed progress in implementation of the 
corridor action plan including the Cross Border Vehicle Overload Control System 
(CBOCS). 
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For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa “Trans Kalahari 
Corridor Transport Working Group Meeting”, October 23 to 25, 2007.  

• On October 29, Maxine Kennett attended a World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Trade Facilitation meeting in Dar es Salaam to coordinate with FASTrade and the 
WTO on the Tanzania WTO Trade Facilitation Assessment. 

For additional information, see trip report by Maxine Kennett “Tanzania Trade 
Facilitation Self Assessment”, October 29, 2007.  

• From October 29 to 31, Ranga Munyaradzi facilitated a Regional Workshop on 
Customs Computer Systems Interface, Connectivity, Electronic Data Interchange 
and the Electronic Transmission of SAD 500 across international frontiers in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Information Technology (IT) experts from the region 
and from outside mapped out a strategy for implementation and what needs to be 
done. 

For additional information, see trip report by Ranga Munyaradzi “TKC/Dar 
Corridor Customs Transit Systems Interface & Connectivity Workshop October 
29 to 30, 2007 

• On November 1, Amanda Hilligas and Bridget Chilala, Director of Trade 
Capacity Building, traveled to the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, South Africa to meet 
USDA officials to discuss coordination on agriculture and SPS issues for the 
upcoming year. They also attended the Good Food and Wine Show in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

For additional information, see trip report by Amanda Hilligas, Brett Johnson 
and Bridget Chilala “Meetings with the USDA in South Africa and Good Food 
and Wine Show”, November 1, 2007.  

• From November 1 to 2, Maxine Kennett and Gloria Magombo attended the 
Energy Thematic Group (ETG) meeting at the Cresta President Hotel in 
Gaborone. They made a short presentation on “The process towards regional 
power trade”. 

For additional information, see meeting report by Maxine Kennett and Gloria 
Magombo “SADC Energy Sector Thematic Group Meeting”, November 1, 2007.  

• On November 2, Maxine Kennett and Gloria Magombo held a meeting with Elijah 
Sichone, the Executive Secretary of the Regional Electricity Regulators 
Association of Southern Africa (RERA), to discuss the Trade Hub assistance to 
RERA.  

• From November 5 to 7, Paulina Elago attended the Africa Consultative 
Conference on “Creating Better Business Environment for Enterprise 
Development; African and Global Lessons for More Effective Donor Practices”, 
held in Accra, Ghana. 
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For additional information, see trip report by Paulina Elago “Donor Committee 
for Enterprise Development: Africa Regional Consultative Conference, Accra, 
Ghana”, November 2 to 8, 2007.  

• From November 12 to 16, Gina van Schalkwyk, Information and Communications 
Coordinator, traveled to Windhoek, Namibia to conduct research and interviews 
for Issue 11 of “Inside Southern African Trade” (INSAT) the Trade Hub’s 
flagship news publication. 

For additional information, see trip report by Gina van Schalkwyk “Research & 
Interviews for INSAT 11” November 11 to 16, 2007.  

• From November 14 to 16, the Trade Hub participated in the Corporate Council on 
Africa’s Summit entitled, “Africa: Entering the Door to Opportunities”, held in 
Cape Town, South Africa. The sixth biennial US-Africa Business Summit was 
being held in Africa for the first time. During the Summit, the Trade Hub held a 
workshop entitled, “Successful Development: Examining the Relationship 
between Trade and Investment”. The panel featured AGOA exporters and the 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC). The Trade Hub sponsored five 
companies to attend. 

For additional information, see trip report by Amanda Hilligas et al “Cape Town: 
Corporate Council on Africa U.S.-Africa Business Summit”, November 14 to 16, 
2007.  

• On November 17, the Trade Hub sponsored a table at the annual dinner of the 
Botswana Confederation of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Manpower 
(BOCCIM). Several Hub staff attended. His Excellency, the President of the 
Republic of Botswana, Mr. Festus Mogae, was the Guest of Honor. 

• From November 19 to 20, the Trade Hub participated in the ninth meeting of the 
Boksburg Core Group in Beijing, China. The meeting reviewed progress of the 
WTO trade facilitation negotiations and brainstormed on potential ways to assist 
least developed and developing countries, to effectively participate in negotiations 
and implement the ensuing agreement.  

For additional information, see trip report by Evans Marowa “The Boksburg 
Group Meeting, Beijing, China”, November 19 to 20, 2007. 

• On November 19, 2007, Bridget Chilala represented USAID at the SADC ICP 
Joint Task Force, Core Group meeting as well as the SADC International 
Cooperating Partners meeting. 

For additional information, see meeting report by Bridget Chilala “SADC ICP 
Joint Task Force: Core Group Meeting”, November 19, 2007.  

• From November 18 to 29, the Trade Hub facilitated the launching of the technical 
assistance program for Swaziland Customs. The program involves the review and 
modernization of the Swaziland Customs and Excise Act. 
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For additional information, see trip report by Ranga Munyaradzi and Timothy 
Chisembwere “Technical Assistance to Swaziland Customs: Phase One”, 
November 18 to 29, 2007. 

• On November 27, Paulina Elago attended a scenario-planning workshop on key 
drivers concerning Southern Africa’s future trade agenda organized by the South 
African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

• On November 28, Paulina Elago spoke as a panelist on the future of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) at a round table on the WTO also organized by SAIIA 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

• From November 26 to 29, Johan Labuschagne traveled to Swaziland to work with 
the SWEEP Project and Eswatini Swazi Kitchen on honey production methods. 

For further information, see trip report “Trip Report: Swaziland Apiculture 
Project with SWEEP” by Johan Labuschagne. 

• From November 26 to December 7, Robert Kirk, Paulina Elago, and Nikki 
Duncan traveled to Swaziland to provide technical assistance to develop an 
investment policy. They conducted interviews with key stakeholders and collect 
data for the preparation of a policy brief on trade policy options for Swaziland. 

For additional information, see trip report by Robert Kirk, Paulina Elago and 
Nikki Duncan “Field research and consultations related to preparation of 
Swaziland Trade Policy Options and Comesa Trade Preferences papers”, 
November 26 to December 1, 2007 and December 10 to 14, 2007. 

• On December 10, Bridget Chilala, Capacity Building Director attended the SADC 
TIFI Thematic Group meeting in Gaborone, Botswana. 

• From December 10 to 13, Robert Kirk, Paulina Elago and Nikki Duncan will 
traveled to Swaziland to meet with the Ministry of Finance and to discuss USAID 
Trade Hub support on trade options for Swaziland.  

For additional information, see trip report by Robert Kirk, Paulina Elago and 
Nikki Duncan “Field research and consultations related to preparation of 
Swaziland Trade Policy Options and Comesa Trade Preferences papers”, 
November 26 to December 1, 2007 and December 10 to 14, 2007. 

• On December 14, the Trade Hub held its annual Christmas Party for staff. 

Publications and Communications 

• Publications 

During the first quarter of FY 2008, the Trade Hub published the 11th issue of its 
quarterly news publication, Inside Southern African Trade (INSAT).  
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This issue of INSAT is dedicated to Namibia – ‘The 
Land of Contrast’. With sub-Saharan Africa’s 
fourth highest Human Development Index ranking 
and third highest GDP per capita, the last country in 
Southern Africa to win its independence seems to 
be doing well. However, the Namibian economy is 
poorly diversified, relying heavily on mining for 
export earnings and fiscal revenue, and is thus 
exposed to large and unpredictable fluctuations in 
commodity prices. Where it exports other products, 
such as beef, fish products and grapes, it has relied 
very heavily on preferential access to a limited 
range of markets. The recent threat of loss of such 
preferences through, for example, the end of the 
Cotonou Agreement, brought attention to the 
possibility of huge trade disruptions in Namibia and 
should serve as a warning to other industries and 
countries in the region.  

Hub Happenings continues to be published every month and is distributed to an 
increasing number of stakeholders. The number of electronic contact addresses on 
the distribution list has grown to 3,086. 

During the first quarter of FY 2008 the Trade Hub also drafted a new success 
story.  

• Trade Issues Film Series 

The five films in the Trade Issues Film Series continued to be shown throughout 
the region. The Trade Issues Film Series have been subtitled in French for use at 
events in Francophone Africa. 

• Website 

Gina van Schalkwyk, Information and 
Communications Coordinator, worked 
with Dexis Consulting, a U.S.-based 
firm, on upgrading the website. The 
new website went live at the beginning 
of September, 2007. 

Planned Activities, Publications and Communications 

• INSAT: Publish the twelfth issue of Inside Southern African Trade (INSAT) 
which will take a closer look at the textile and clothing industries in Swaziland 
and Lesotho. 

• Website: Continue to update the website to act as an online tool and resource for 
trade-related issues in the region. 
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FFINANCIALS  INANCIALS

 

TRADE FACILITATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

 

a.  Overall contract budget US$24,711,932  

b.  Cumulative expenditures before Quarter 4 of 2007  US$12,426,570

c.  Expenditures during Quarter 4 of 2007 US$1,369,819

d.  Cumulative expenditures through Quarter 4 (b+c)  US$13,796,389  

e.  Remaining budget (a-d)  US$10,915,543

f.  Obligated amount  US$18,372,612  

g.  Remaining obligated amount (f-d)  US$4,576,223
 

 

 

 

TRADE COMPETITIVENESS 

 

a.  Overall contract budget US$8,520,605

b.  Cumulative expenditures before Quarter 2 of 2007  US$5,446,924

c.  Expenditures during Quarter 2 of 2007 US$381,707

d.  Cumulative expenditures through Quarter 2 (b+c)  US$5,828,632

e.  Remaining budget (a-d)  US$2,691,973

f.  Obligated amount  US$7,267,097

g.  Remaining obligated amount (f-d)  US$1,438,465
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AAGGCCII  IINNDDIICCAATTOORRSS  AANNDD  RREESSUULLTTSS  

 
Trade Facilitation and Capacity Building AGCI Indicators 

 Indicator FY 2007 
Bench-
marks 

FY 2007 
Actual 
Results 

FY 2008 
Expected 
Results 

FY 1st 
Quarter 
Results 

1. Trade and Investment Enabling Environment 
1.1. Number of customs harmonization 

procedures implemented in accordance 
with internationally accepted standards 
as a result of USG assistance  
  

N/A 7 5 1 

1.2. Number of legal, regulatory or 
institutional actions (not mentioned 
above) taken to improve implementation 
or compliance with international trade 
and investment agreements due to 
support from USG-assisted 
organizations 

N/A 7 5 7 

1.3. Number of participants in trade and 
investment trainings  

700* 748* 500* 423* 

  Number of women 280* 339* 150* 96* 
  Number of men 420* 409* 350* 327* 
1.4. Number of trade and investment 

environment diagnostics conducted 
N/A 45 40 23 

2. Energy Services 
2.1. Number of people receiving USG 

supported training in energy related 
policy and regulatory practices 

N/A 0 150 25 

  Number of women N/A 0 38 5 
  Number of men N/A 0 112 20 
2.2. Total public and private dollars 

leveraged by USG for energy 
infrastructure projects 

N/A 0 TBD** $2.7 
billion 

3. Transport Services 
3.1. Total public and private dollars 

leveraged by USG for transportation 
infrastructure projects 

N/A $500,000 - 
$1,500,000 

TBD** Not yet 
known 

3.2. Has the government adopted improved 
transportation related policies or plans 
this year as a result of USG assistance 

Yes Yes - 9 Yes Yes - 1 

3.3. Number of people receiving USG 
supported training in transportation 
related policy and regulatory practices 

N/A* 282* 200* 308* 

  Number of women N/A* 0* 50* 53* 
  Number of men N/A* 0* 150* 255* 
* FY 2007 trade training benchmarks are divided between trade and transport in FY 2008. 
** TBD – to be determined 
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Trade Competitiveness AGCI and IEHA Indicators 
 

* TBD – to be determined 
 
 
 

Element Indicator Q1 FY 
2008  

Number of new members in private business 
associations as a result of USG assistance 

5 Private Sector 
Productivity 

Number of public-private dialogue 
mechanisms utilized as a result of USG 
assistance 

1 

Number of firms receiving capacity building 
assistance to export 

15 

Number of capacity-building service 
providers receiving USG assistance 

1 

Trade and Investment 
Capacity 

 

Percent change in value of intra-regional 
exports (excluding South Africa) from target 
sectors as a result of USG assistance 

TBD* 

$2.1 million Dollar value of exports from Southern Africa 
as a result of USG assistance (AGOA and 
non-AGOA) 

(AGOA, 
Non-AGOA) 

Number of buyer/seller linkages established 
in export markets as a result of USG 
assistance 

6 

Dollar value of new investments made in 
export capacity as a result of USG assistance 

TBD 

Number of jobs supported by export firms as 
a result of USG assistance 

TBD 

Percent change in value of intra-regional 
exports (excluding South Africa) of targeted 
agricultural commodities as a result of USG 
assistance 

TBD 

Number of agriculture-related firms 
benefiting directly from USG supported 
interventions 

4 Agricultural Sector 
Productivity 

Number of producers organizations, water 
users associations, trade and business 
associations, and community-based 
organizations (CBOs) receiving USG 
assistance 

1 

Number of buyer/seller linkages established 
in the agricultural sector as a result of USG 
assistance 

5 

Dollar value of new investments made in 
agricultural capacity as a result of USG 
assistance 

TBD 

Number of small-holder farms benefiting 
directly from USG supported interventions 

TBD 
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH  AANNDD  CCOOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIOONNSS  IINNDDIICCAATTOORRSS  

 

INDICATOR Definition/Unit Measure Data Source Results 
Outreach through the Media 

Number of radio and 
television spots 

Interviews and news 
broadcasts dedicated to Trade 
Hub activities 

TV and radio stations 0 

Quantity of newspaper 
coverage 

Individual newspaper and 
magazine articles, press 
releases printed in 
publications, and news articles 
appearing in major internet 
sites.  

Regional press 0 

Trade Hub Publications 
Inside Southern 
African Trade (INSAT) 
quarterly newsletter 

Number of people receiving 
INSAT electronically  TFCB Dialogue Unit  3,086 

Inside Southern 
African Trade (INSAT) 
quarterly newsletter 

Number of people receiving 
INSAT in hard copy TFCB Dialogue Unit  3,000 

Inside Southern 
African Trade (INSAT) 
quarterly newsletter 

Number of people receiving 
INSAT through secondary e-
mail distribution 

TFCB Dialogue Unit  3,500 

Hub Happenings 
monthly calendar of 
events and projects 

Number of people receiving 
Hub Happenings electronically TFCB Dialogue Unit  2,749 

Website Statistics (October 1 – December 31, 2007) 

Total sessions A series of hits to the site over 
a specific period by one visitor website 17,593 

Total page views 

A request to the web server by 
a visitor’s browser for any web 
page = excludes images, 
javascript, and other embedded 
file types 

website 132,881 

Total hits Any successful request to the 
server from a visitor’s browser website 271,179 

Average sessions per 
day  website 191.23 

Average page views 
per day  website 1,444.36 

Average hits per day  website 2,947.60 
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SSUUCCCCEESSSS  SSTTOORRIIEESS  

 

 

 


	ACRONYMS
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	 The Southern African Trade Hub collaborated closely with the USAID West Africa and East/Central African Trade Hubs to organize an African Pavilion at the February 2008 Magic Marketplace (www.magiconline.com), one of the world’s premier fashion and garments trade shows, held in Las Vegas from August 27 to 30. Seven companies from Lesotho, Mauritius, South Africa and Zambia will participate along with another nine companies from elsewhere in Africa. The Trade Hubs are placing a particular focus on collaborative marketing efforts promoting Africa’s duty-free status under AGOA and the range of quality apparel the region can manufacture. 
	 On an ongoing basis, the Trade Hub has been providing a range of information support to Southern African manufacturers and buyers/investors from the U.S. interested in doing business with the African apparel industry. In the first quarter of FY 2008, Trade Hub staff responded to at least 10 business-oriented inquiries, likely to result in new business for textile and apparel manufacturers in the region. 
	 Peter Mabeo Furniture, based in Gaborone, Botswana, produces high quality and contemporary furniture that has been featured in the New York Times and O (Oprah’s Magazine). Due to Trade Hub assistance, the company achieved its first major trade deal in this quarter. Mr. Mabeo’s products will be launched in the United States in April 2008 as part of the retailer’s sustainability line.
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	 Trade Hub prepares for MAGIC show
	 AGOA textile and apparel sourcing information support
	If some of the key inquiries become deals, the potential business would amount to millions of dollars. Updates will be provided as available from the companies. Specifics are not provided to protect the confidentiality of the business linkages. 
	 AGOA, market access and information support
	The Trade Hub continues to provide support to Southern African companies looking for information on ways to access the U.S. market through AGOA. Specialty food, natural products and garment companies have received assistance in the form of market and/or regulatory information, and on occasion facilitated market linkages.
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