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Talking Points 
What is the Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance/Administrator of USAID? 

Target Audience:  External Stakeholders 
 

• Background: 
• From the highest levels, this Administration has made an enormous 

commitment to foreign assistance and international development and the 
transformation of its foreign assistance programs. 

 
• Foreign assistance is now a mainstream commitment of the United States 

Government, elevated to a national priority as a core part of the President’s 
National Security Strategy. 

 
• Role of the Director of Foreign Assistance/USAID Administrator: 

• The new position of Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance was created by Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice in 2006 to reform and establish coherence in the foreign 
assistance programs of the United States.   The Administrator of USAID is a Senate-
confirmed appointment of the President specifically empowered to manage the U.S. 
Agency for International Development. 

 
• The Director is charged with leading the transformation of U.S. foreign 

assistance programs and to ensure that U.S. foreign assistance is used as 
effectively as possible to meet the priority objectives of U.S. foreign policy as 
defined by the Secretary’s “transformational diplomacy.”      

 
• Ambassador Randall L. Tobias was named as the first Director of U.S. Foreign 

Assistance by Secretary Rice on January 19, 2006.  At the same time, the 
President nominated Ambassador Tobias to be the USAID Administrator.  He was 
confirmed as USAID Administrator on March 29, 2006, with a rank equivalent to 
Deputy Secretary of State. 

 
• The combined leadership of the Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance and 

Administrator, USAID will bring: 
• a coherent, coordinated approach to foreign assistance; and, 
• a new focus on performance, results, accountability and ultimately, to define 

success as the ability of a nation to graduate from aid and become a full 
partner in international peace and prosperity. 

 
• Authority of the Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance: 

• Has authority over all Department of State and USAID foreign assistance funding 
and programs; 

• Is charged to develop a coordinated USG foreign assistance strategy;  
• Creates and directs consolidated foreign assistance policy, planning, budget 

and implementation mechanisms and staff functions; and, 
• Coordinates foreign assistance delivered through other agencies and entities of 

the U.S. government, including the Millennium Challenge Corporation and the Office 
of the Global AIDS Coordinator. 

 
• Goal of Reform: 

• The goal of foreign assistance reform is to better ensure that we are providing the 
necessary tools and incentives for host governments to secure the conditions 
necessary for their citizens to achieve their full human potential. 


