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Republic of the Congo 2007 Performance Report 

 
Operating Unit Performance Summary 

 
It is important to note the Brazzaville exceeded its FY2007 objectives.  By coordinating programs with the 
DAO Kinshasa office, an additional 20 Congolese active military were able to attend a Counter Terrorism 
seminar held in Kinshasa. Originally allocated $101,000, Brazzaville provided training to the amount of 
$183,711 when the fifth quarter allotment was used for the training.  The Embassy Brazzaville welcomed 
the USS Kaufmann in March, 2007 to Pointe Noire.  Embassy hosted and provided support to 15 SEABEES 
stationed at Naval Air Station, Sigonella, Sicily, from August 16  until October 2, 2007.  The SEABEES 
worked with local Congolese military personnel to refurbish two schools in poorer suburbs of Brazzaville, a 
$100,000 (provided by U.S. Navy) project that benefited 5,000 Congolese school children.  
Target numbers for FY2008 have been changed to a more realistic outcome.  
With the move to a new Embassy in March 2009 Embassy Brazzaville will be able to provide support to a 
military attaché or foreign area officer to develop stronger mil-to-mil relationships, specifically around the 
Gulf of Guinea security and trafficking issues.  A locally employed staff member could be put into place to  
develop IMET programs and expand the training available to Congolese military.       
 
Program Area Performance \ 1 Peace & Security \ 1.3 Stabilization Operations and Security Sector 
Reform 
 
The sum total of $101,000 in Foreign Assistance for the Republic of Congo was allotted to IMET programs.  
Working with the Defense Attache Office in Kinshasa, we have determined that the common goal for these 
funds is to promote the study of English, the first step required to developing interaction and coordination of 
activities between the two nations. Post agreed to help promote language skills to an array of military 
officers, police, port and immigration officials charged with maintaining peace and stability in the region 
and on the borders. These individuals serve as a first point-of-contact for the embassy, U.S. and international 
NGOs, and the private sector endeavoring to introduce western-standard transparency and democracy.  The 
second objective is to help Congo alleviate the challenges of HIV/AIDs, not only in the military but in the 
civilian population as well. 
 
Quantitative Results: Targets have been met successfully. 
Twenty-three trained personnel, English Language laboratory: 
One Congolese national active military attended Basic English Language Instructor training 
One Congolese national active military received training in the HIV/AIDS Leadership Course 
One Congolese national active military attended Maritime Intelligence Course 
An English Language computer laboratory was purchased for military training use in Pointe  Noire, the 
major commercial center of Republic of Congo.  
 
Additional training not programmed: 
Twenty Congolese national active military attended Counter Terrorism Seminar 
 
Upcoming Training:  
One Congolese national active military will attend HIV/AIDS Leadership Course 
One Congolese national active military will attend Quarter Master Training 
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Africa Center for Strategic Studies: 
Two Congolese, one military and one civilian, attended an ACSS seminar with ACSS funding.   
 
 
 
Program Element Performance \ 1 Peace & Security \ 1.3 Stabilization Operations and Security 
Sector Reform \ 1.3.6 Defense, Military, and Border Restructuring, Reform and Operations 
 
The sum total of $101,000 in Foreign Assistance for the Republic of Congo was allotted to IMET programs.  
Working with the Defense Attache Office in Kinshasa, Post determined that the common goal for these 
funds is to promote the study of English, the first step required to developing interaction and coordination of 
activities between the two nations. Post agreed to help promote language skills to an array of military 
officers, police, port and immigration officials charged with maintaining peace and stability in the region. 
These individuals serve as a first point-of-contact for the embassy, U.S. and international NGOs, and the 
private sector endeavoring to introduce western-standard transparency and democracy.  The second 
objective is to help Congo alleviate the challenges of HIV/AIDs, not only in the military but in the civilian 
population as well.   
 
Twenty-three active military were trained with the IMET funds:  
One - Basic English Language Instructor training 
One - training in the HIV/AIDS Leadership Course 
One - Maritime Intelligence Course 
Twenty -  Counter Terrorism Seminar, Kinshasa 
IMET funds were also used to purchase an English Language computer laboratory for military use use in 
Pointe  Noire, the major commercial center of Republic of Congo.  
 
A total or $187,711 was spent on training, the additional funds achieved by coordinating with Kinshasa 
DAO office for the counter terrorism training.    
 
Element Indicator Narrative \ 1 Peace & Security \ 1.3 Stabilization Operations and Security Sector 
Reform \ 1.3.6 Defense, Military, and Border Restructuring, Reform and Operations 
 
While the US has a significant assistance footprint in Congo, little is within the F process. Brazzaville is a 
non-USAID presence post. Within the F process, Congo is allotted $100,000 annually, all of which the 
Department has mandated for IMET. Funds and efforts are devoted to English training, especially for 
military with coastal and port responsibilities. We see this concentration as consistent with our policy 
objectives of achieving stronger security in the Gulf of Guinea. Close ties to France have resulted in very 
few English speakers among the middle and higher ranking officers and officials. Targets were revised 
downward to be more realistic. While Brazzaville, with the assistance of Kinshasa DAO, exceeded our 
training goals, this year, we have been notified that we will receive the same amount for FY2008, limiting 
our capability to reach higher numbers for training.  We urge additional allocation of IMET funds for 
disaster response training. Every year, Brazzaville is hit by massive floods, with resulting loss of human life 
and property. The Embassy, US firms and NGOs have helped, but there has been no discernible Congolese 
effort to provide relief. 
 
Key Issue Performance \ Counter Terrorism 
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Our key goal is to strengthen ties with the Government of the Republic of Congo in order to deter terrorism 
and/or terrorist activities or groups in this region. Our key issue is communication.  
 
Peace and stability within Congo will only be achieved by direct intervention, training, academic and 
technical exchange, and English-language teaching programs for the target audience of military officers, 
port and immigration officials.  Due to its colonial and linguistic ties with Republic of Congo, France has 
maintained a strong military alliance with President Sassou-Nguesso and key Ministry of Defense officials 
have received advanced training in France.  
 
The DAO accompanied the Minister of Defense to the U.S. Naval Academy in September which sparked an 
interest in all facets of military cooperation, including preparation of Congolese students for the Academy 
and closer coordination of training activities. English classes are suddenly in demand from top government 
officials. An English Language Laboratory has been purchased with IMET funds for use in Pointe Noire for 
military and immigration officials.  
 
The Minister of Defense attended the AFRICOM seminar and acknowledged a better understanding and 
support of the AFRICOM objectives. This seminar and the visit to the Naval Academy were important 
turning points in achieving this year\'s issue of communication. 
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