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Sup B4 to HB 2 (T™M 2:1)
INTEGRATION OF WOMEN INTO NATIONAIL ECONOMIES

Legislative Mandate

Section 113 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1973,
known 2s the "Percy Amendment", requires that the U.S.
bilateral development assistance programs authorized in
"Sections 103 to 107 of the Act, be administered so as to
give particular attention to those programs, projects,
and activities which tend to integrate women into the
national economies of foreign countries, thus improving
their status and assisting the total development effort."

VAR

The Amendment gives Congressional endorsement to the
increasing concern of the development assistance community
and developing countries that women participate fully in
the tasks and benefits of economic growth. Sections 103
to 107 of the Act, to which the Amendment refers, calls

) for concentrating AID resources on critical development

( problems, including food and nutrition; population planning
and health; education and human resource development;
selected economic and social development problems; and
support of the general economy of selected recipient
countries and international organizations.

Principles

1. It is AID policy to implement fully the Percy
Amendment through the inclusion of a role for women in all
of the Agency's programs and projects.

2. Development of programs and activities pursuant
to the Percy Amendment, and in accord with the basic policy
concepts stated above, will be a responsibility resting
with field missions and with all offices and bureaus in
AID/W. The primary emphasis will be on the integration of
women as both agents and beneficiaries in the mainstream
of the Agency's programming,

3. This policy rests on the following tenets:
a. Inclusion of women in development must be a

conscious concern. Equity and equal opportunity are basic
to the developmental process of any country.

Address questions concerning this Policy Determination to PPC/ACS.
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b. Under the Percy Amendment, AID has the mandate
to design programs which integrate women in the development
process. This mandate affects, in varying degree, all
sectors and activities within those sectors.

c. Women are a vital human resource in the
improvement of the quality of life in the developing world.
In the home and community and as producers of goods and
services, they contribute directly to national social and P
economic progress. As potential child-bearers, they deter- (
mine the pace of national population growth. As mothers and
child-raisers, they have a direct influence upon children
in their formative years and, thereby, influence the
building of essential human resources for national and
international development. AID's implementation of the
Percy Amendment, therefore, will provide a new dimension
to the resolution of critical problems in development.
'AID's approach to this implementation will:

Reveal the actual role and status of
women and their contributions to
development; provide the information

and services that will enable women {
to control their fertility; assist

women and girls in self-improvement
programs, stressing increased attention
to their practical education in order

to permit choices in their contribution
to and benefit from development programs;
and provide for review of AID and other
donor programs which affect women and
seek means of helping increase the
understanding of and assistance for
women in all development areas.

d. The central responsibility for integrating
women into national economies rests with LDC governments.
While AID can play an important catalytic role in both
the international arena and in countries where it has
assistance programs, real progress requires host country
commitment. Developing countries often have very different
social, cultural, and family relationships from those of
the U.S. Any intrusion into these relationships is a most
delicate matter -- only to be attempted with adequate
knowledge and understanding of the existing manners and
mores of the people. Accordingly, the role of AID should,
as in other areas, conform to the collaborative style.
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Implementation

1. The Administrator hereby directs PPC and other
central and regional bureaus and field missions to institu-
tionalize the conscious concern for women in development
throughout the Agency's programming processes from concept
and design through review, implementation, and final
evaluation. All development assistance plans, sector
analyses and assessments, preliminary and final project
papers and field submissions shall contain a clear state-
ment of how women in the developing countries will be
involved in the development processes being analyzed and
how the plan or proposal will use the capacities of women
in the host country or benefit them. In the approval of
plans and projects, strong preference (other things being
equal) will be given to those which provide for effective
utilization of women.

2. Bureaus and field missions will encourage inter-
national development institutions and other donors and
private voluntary organizations and foundations to give
specific attention to the role of women in development.
Grantors, contractors, and other intermediary groups will
be required to consider the role of women.

3. Bureaus and field missions will take steps to
collect information which may be used to illuminate the
role, status, and contributions of women in developing
countries. This involves three distinct responsibilities,
First, substantial improvement is required in the collection
of basic national data on the role and status of women in
developing countries. Although encouraging and assisting
developing countries in this major undertaking is primarily
the responsibility of international organizations, AID
should stress the need for improvement of such data through
the international channels. Second, better data on women
are required for designing and evaluating AID projects.
Where this is not available from national or international
efforts, AID central or region-supported studies and data
gathering may be required. For example, specific information
on the activities of women in rural areas may be needed to
assist in the design and implementation of a rural develop- .
ment strategy. Third, reasonable reporting requirements
must be designed to keep AID/W informed about effective
projects and general progress of integrating women in the
development process by improving the utilization of and
equality of opportunity for women in LDCs. This information
will be shared within AID and with Congress and other
organizations outside AID concerned with the implementation
of the Percy Amendment.
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4, On request of the LDCs, the bureaus and field
missions will assist in the establishment or development
of women's commissions, bureaus, and non-governmental
organizations in the host countries and encourage their
work as it relates to legal, economic, and social develop-
ment activities which promote the integration of women in
development. In furtherance of this objective, bureaus
and field missions may co-sponsor conferences and working

seminars and provide consultative services and leadership
training.
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