GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE: CARPE
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USAID’s Central African Regional Program for

the Environment (CARPE) focuses on mitigating

the effects of global climate change by

protecting the forest resources of Central Africa.

Working with local partners in nine Central

African countries, CARPE is helping to preserve

the region’s vast carbon sinks with significant

climate change benefits.

USAID’s partners in climate change
activities in CARPE include*:

World Conservation Union
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA)
World Wildlife Foundation
Conservation International
African Wildlife Foundation
World Resources Institute
US National Park Service
Wildlife Conservation Society
US Forest Service
Smithsonian Institute

*Because partners change as new activities
arise, this list of partners is not
comprehensive.

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20523
www.usaid.gov

Background. The Central African Regional Program for the Environment
(CARPE) is a long-term initiative by USAID to address deforestation and
biodiversity loss in the Congo Basin of Central Africa. One of the least
developed regions in the world, the Congo Basin holds massive expanses of
closed canopy tropical forests that are second in area only to the Amazon
Basin. Unsustainable timber exploitation, shifting cultivation practices, and
urban expansion pose increasing threats to this globally significant forest
resource. Implemented by a team of U.S.-based nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) and U.S. government agencies, CARPE works in
collaboration with local partners in Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic of

Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, and Sao Tome and Principe.

CARPE’s work is also important for addressing climate change. With its vast
forest reserves, Central Africa is the most important subregion of Africa for
storing carbon and mitigating carbon dioxide emissions. As a result,
maintaining the carbon “sink” potential of the region is a key objective of
USAID’s climate change program. In working toward this objective, CARPE
and its partners rely on local stakeholders, including indigenous populations,
and use local and national planning processes to identify ways to limit

deforestation and retain the forest as a significant global carbon sink.

Sector-Specific Climate Change Activities. Since its inception in 1995,
CARPE has facilitated dialogue between NGOs, timber companies, and
national governments to improve overall forest protection. This activity
encompasses data collection to inform forest landscape management, thereby
empowering decision-makers with transparent information. This effort has
resulted in better forest management practices, a decrease in illegal logging,
and a corporate wood sector reform initiative. CARPE has also supported
studies to determine the effects climate change might have in the region, with
a particular focus on the loss of the forest in the Congo Basin. Analyses show
that without the forest, climatic patterns in the region would be severely

altered and could lead to drought and major increases in temperature.

Program efforts to increase awareness of the significance of forest cover
include a regional annual report, entitled “The State of the Forest” and
trainings in visitor and concession management for national parks and
protected areas to help promote tourism and discourage forest degradation.
On a more significant scale, this activity aims to harmonize data collection and
monitoring efforts and to provide this data to the public to promote scientific
analyses, as well as improve capacity for local partners and governments in

data collection and methodologies.

CARPE partners also focus their energies on community conservation within
the forested landscape. In 2004, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
introduced a Community Conservation Program in the Epulu Reserve which

1



PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

Some of the highlights during this program year
include:

USAID partners provided technical
assistance to the Network of African
Women for Sustainable Development
(REFADD) on specific aspects of forestry
laws and policies, and how these policies
and laws affect the livelihoods of women
forest-dwellers. Additionally, USAID
designed and developed the techniques and
strategies to raise awareness among
women of basic conservation and
biodiversity protection.

Working with the government in Equatorial
Guinea, USAID’s partner, Conservation
International, encouraged the President to
issue an order to create a new national
forest out of the expanse of land between
Equatorial Guinea and the Gabon border.
The President also signaled interest in
expanding conservation programs and
reducing logging.

The Interactive Forestry Atlas of
Cameroon provides relevant spatial data
and information on the forest sector in
accessible forms for use by government,
industry and the public. It is available in
French, English, in Web-based and CD-
ROM formats, as well as in hard copy. In
February 2005, the atlas was
enthusiastically received by the ministers
from the Central Africa Region at the
second annual Central African Heads of
State Forest Summit in Brazzaville.

For more information on USAID’s CARPE
activities, visit the USAID Web site at:

http://lwww.usaid.gov

complements an existing land use planning process implemented in major
nearby villages. Also in the DRC, an innovative project that partners with
local NGOs located in the Tayna Gorilla Reserve allows stakeholders to
enroll in a post-secondary school training program on gorilla habitat
conservation in the region in the hopes of developing their potential as future

eco-tourism guides.

In the Republic of Congo, the government signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to work with CARPE partners towards creating the Congo
Wildlife Service, a parastatal structure responsible for managing the national
protected area network. Also in Congo, World Resources Institute, a
CARPE partner, initiated the Global Forest Watch (GFW) Initiative. The
GFW aims to make available high quality information on natural resources
inventories and utilization to key decision makers. This will enhance

transparency and improve the quality of decision making.

Working with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),
USAID was able to provide satellite images of the region to help study
changes in forest cover and ground conditions, which are difficult to detect on
land. Additionally, relevant stakeholders were trained in remote sensing,
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Global Positioning Systems (GPS),
mapping and data collection skills to assist in the development of policy and
planning issues and improve decision-making concerning resources. Such
trainings also help to ensure efforts to conserve the environment are

sustained by the local community.

CARPE supports the activities of the Congo Basin Forest Partnership (CBFP),
which consists of 29 governments, international environmental associates, and
business interests. The partnership supports a network of national parks,
protected areas, and forestry concessions, and assists communities that
depend upon the conservation of forest and wildlife resources. Most recently,
the partnership was responsible for creating a clause in the Congolese
forestry code that allows communities to create “community forests” with
rights to collectively manage land and associated wildlife and forests so as to

provide incentives for the community to invest in forestry preservation.

The CARPE mechanism has been selected by the U.S. government to serve as

the primary implementation mode for its activities associated with the CBFP.

USAID’s support for CARPE has proved beneficial not only to the countries
of Central Africa but to the rest of the world as well. Preserving the vast
carbon sinks of the countries in the Congo Basin is significantly mitigating the

effects of climate change and protecting vital reservoirs of biodiversity.

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 2
Washington, DC 20523
www.usaid.gov


http://www.usaid.gov


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




