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GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS 
 

AIDS   Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
FHI   Family Health International 
FSWs   Female sex workers 
HIV   Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
IDUs   Injection drug users 
IMPACT  Implementing AIDS Prevention and Care Project 
MSM   Men who have sex with men 
NGO   Nongovernmental organization 
PSI   Population Services International 
STD/STI  Sexually transmitted disease/infection 
UNAIDS  United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS 
USAID  US Agency for International Development 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
The Implementing AIDS Prevention and Care (IMPACT) Project in collaboration with 
Population Services International (PSI) conducted a technical assessment in 2000 of the 
potential for an HIV epidemic, programmatic needs and intervention options in Georgia. 
IMPACT received US$50,000 from USAID/Caucasus/Georgia in field support to 
conduct the assessment. Managed by Family Health International (FHI), IMPACT 
worked with PSI on the assessment from March–April 2000 and submitted an assessment 
report to USAID/Caucasus/Georgia. The report included recommendations for potential 
prevention and care interventions and an illustrative budget (see Appendix). There were 
no further activities under IMPACT/Georgia since the USAID mission did not fund the 
proposed activities.  
 
 
Country Context 

 

 

Georgia 

 
 
Georgia is a Eurasian country in the Caucasus at the east coast of the Black Sea. A 
transcontinental country located at the juncture of Eastern Europe and Western Asia, 
Georgia has extensive sociopolitical and cultural connections to Europe. In 2003, the 
United Nations estimated the population of Georgia to be 5,126,000. The life expectancy 
for the population overall is 76.1 years while that of males is 72.8 years and that of 
females is 79.9 years. The primary ethnic group is Georgian, composing 70.1 percent of 
the total population. Other groups include Armenians (8.1 percent), Russians (6.3 
percent), Azeris (5.7 percent), Ossetians (3.0 percent), and Abkhazis (1.8 percent). 
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Georgia has an adult HIV prevalence of .13 percent. Injection drug users (IDUs) account 
for 67 percent of the cases. Twenty-two percent of the cases are among the heterosexual 
population, six percent are among the homosexual population, and four percent are blood 
recipients.  
 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES, STRATEGIES, AND ACTIVITIES 
 
The objective of the technical assessment was to evaluate the HIV/AIDS situation in 
Georgia and make recommendations to USAID regarding prevention support.  
 
The study methodology included site visits and literature review. Researchers visited 
local NGOs, HIV/AIDS centers, reproductive health research/service centers, and 
prisons. They collected data through in-depth interviews, focused discussions, and direct 
observation. They reviewed both gray and published literature produced or sponsored by 
multilateral organizations, bilateral agencies, international and local NGOs, and the 
Georgian national government.  
 
Topics covered include 
 
• HIV/STD monitoring and surveillance data on behavior, HIV, and STIs 
• HIV/STD service delivery and provision of information, education, and 

communication on HIV/STDs  
• characteristics of potential target groups and current prevention interventions among 

IDUs, female sex workers (FSWs), men who have sex with men (MSM), youth, 
prisoners, and mobile populations, along with the potential maternal and child health 
implications 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Based on the HIV data collected, Georgia was found to be a low-level HIV country by 
UNAIDS standards—with less than 5 percent prevalence of HIV infection in all groups. 
However, Georgia had extremely vulnerable populations, including IDUs, FSWs, MSM, 
and prisoners. In an effort to prevent HIV infection in these vulnerable populations and 
the ensuing spread of HIV to the general population, IMPACT/Georgia made the 
following recommendations: 
 
Direct Interventions 
 

• Implement targeted prevention interventions in high-risk groups (IDUs, FSWs, 
their clients, MSM, prisoners). The priority group for immediate intervention was 
IDUs. 

• Institute/support comprehensive HIV prevention activities in Georgia’s 12 
detention centers. 

• Support the Georgian AIDS and Clinical Immunology Research Center of the 
Ministry of Health to develop a comprehensive behavioral and biologic 
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monitoring plan (second generation surveillance) to monitor HIV/AIDS/STDs in 
Georgia and to implement the plan. 

• Support programs to improve commercial private sector delivery of HIV/AIDS 
prevention information and products and services for Georgian youth, as well as 
for high-risk groups. 

 
Supportive Interventions 
 
• Increase communication/coordination among donors supporting HIV/AIDS 

interventions. 
• Support Georgian National AIDS Committee and other key stakeholders 

(including health, legal, and regulatory bodies) to develop a national HIV/AIDS 
strategic action plan. 

• Foster linkages between nascent Georgian HIV/AIDS NGOs and regional and 
international groups already engaged in and experienced with the proposed 
intervention activities. 

• Facilitate communication, planning, and information sharing among government, 
the private sector, NGOs, and beneficiary communities to harness the resources of 
each sector for integrated HIV/AIDS activities. 

 
IMPACT/Georgia recognized that many of the recommendations proposed in this 
technical assessment were beyond the scope of USAID’s strategic interests and policy in 
Georgia. However, a comprehensive report was considered most useful to the USAID 
mission in making strategic decisions about HIV/AIDS programs. Although the mission 
did not fund the proposed activities, the assessment report provided a practical technical 
framework response to effective prevention strategies in low HIV prevalence settings. 
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