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A. Introduction 
 
The following is the seventh Quarterly Activity Report of the USAID/SUNY 
Parliamentary Strengthening Program in Kenya, Contract No.DFD-I-00-04-00128-00 and 
Task Order No. DFD-I-802-04-00128-00.  
 
On the part of SUNY/CID and the SUNY/Kenya office, the staff members designated as 
“key” for project leadership remained available, with Chief of Party F. Matiangi 
continuing to provide energetic leadership of the field office and Program Manager T. 
Cole and Senior Advisor J. Biddle providing guidance and monitoring program 
performance. With the departure of former project CTO, N. Gitau, on the part of 
USAID/Kenya, the entire project team is looking forward to continuing cordial and 
effective relationships to ensure program goals are met with DG Team Leader, S. 
Stumbras, and the rest of the USAID/Kenya technical and contract officials. 
 
The content and focus of the report is arranged according to the main program activities 
stipulated in the Task Order contract. 
 
B. Program Activities 
 
1.  Support to Parliamentary Service Commission (PSC) Leadership.   
 
Building a Parliamentary Budget Office.  
The Kenyan parliament’s effort to create a Budget Office and Committee got underway 
in earnest in 2006. SUNY/Kenya had worked to support this achievement through 
various activities with PSC members, parliamentary committees and diverse 
parliamentary leaders for a number of years. Ultimately, the House ratified the creation of 
the Committee now named as the Fiscal Analysis and Appropriations Committee 
(FACC). In accordance with Standing Order 154(1), the House Business Committee 
nominated fifteen members drawn from across party divides to sit in the committee.  
 
Following the establishment of the FACC, the Committee turned to SUNY/Kenya (via 
official requests through the Clerk of the Kenya National Assembly) to provide support 
towards its institutionalization. SUNY/Kenya is thus assisting the FAAC to organize 
specific activities (see below on this) as well as continuing with ongoing consultation 
with the leadership of the FAAC led by the Steering Committee of Hon. Joseph Lagat, 
Chair, Hon Peter Oloo Aringo, Hon. Elias Mbau-Vice Chair and Hon. Julius Arunga.  
 
Revising Parliament’s Standing Orders.  
SUNY-Kenya facilitated a successful review workshop with the Standing Orders 
Committee and select Members of Parliament on 1st – 3rd February 2007. The 
subcommittee meeting of the main Standing Orders Committee met to finalize the 
penultimate draft of the new standing orders for the Kenya Parliament.  
 
The general thrust of this review of Standing Orders is to reduce the singular powers of 
the office of Speaker of the House, democratize the operations of Parliament by opening 
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up Parliament and all its proceedings to the public, and enhance its institutional efficiency 
by strengthening its committee structures and streamlining and increasing time for 
Parliamentary business.  
 
The Sub-Committee, under Deputy Speaker, David Musila, requested SUNY to extend 
the contracts of the two resource persons hired to support the drafting of the new rules 
(Mr. Wachira Maina and Mr. George Kegoro) so that they can help the staff of the 
Clerk’s Department to finalize the final draft of the rules. An informal meeting of all MPs 
has been proposed to take place in March to give the MPs an opportunity to go through 
the draft new house rules before they formally ratify it in a sitting of the plenary in May. 
Parliament has set a deadline of early May to fully and finally complete the review of the 
Standing Orders so they can be printed in readiness for the 10th Parliament. 
 
Training for Clerks and Researchers 
This activity requested by the Parliamentary Service Commission is discussed in the 
section below on Support for Staff. 
 
2.  Support for Committees 
 
SUNY continued to offer strong support to the Committee system in the Kenya 
Parliament. Consultations for possible support activities continued with multiple 
committees. A number of specific activities were supported as well as outlined below: 
 
Liaison Committee 
SUNY/Kenya was requested by USAID and the US Embassy to help arrange a meeting 
between the U.S. Ambassador and the Liaison Committee – comprising all parliamentary 
departmental committee chairmen and led by the Deputy Speaker- on 7th February 2007. 
The committee chairs discussed several national issues in relation to the USA foreign 
policy ranging from the war in Somalia, the US government’s travel advisories on Kenya 
etc. The Liaison Committee took time to express Parliament’s gratitude to the USAID for 
a very successful Parliamentary strengthening support effort through the SUNY Project. 
 
The Fiscal Analysis and Appropriations Committee (FAAC) 
The Fiscal Analysis and Appropriations Committee held a workshop on 30th and 31st 
January 2007 where they interacted with senior Treasury officials including the Director 
of Planning and the Economic Secretary. The committee assessed the mid-term review of 
the Government’s Economic Recovery Strategy and the Budget Outlook Paper that 
analyses budget performance. Treasury pledged to prioritize Parliament as a major 
stakeholder to discuss and provide input for the Budget Strategy Paper at a proposed 
workshop scheduled for early March. 
 
The Fiscal Analysis Committee is also finalizing the amendments to the Fiscal 
Management Bill which were also discussed at the aforementioned workshop. An 
informal meeting of all MPs is scheduled for mid-March just before the House re-opens 
so that the committee can enhance Parliament’s buy-in on the proposed legislation. 
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Education, Research and Technology Committee 
SUNY/Kenya facilitated a workshop for the Education Committee and the Task Force on 
the Review and Harmonization of the Legal Framework Governing Education, Research 
and Training on February 7th – 9th 2007. The Task Force members made presentations 
on their report and the committee members interrogated it adequately. The Task Force is 
working on the most comprehensive and defining reforms in Kenya’s education sector 
since independence and proposes to fundamentally change the policies, management and 
general regulation of the education sector in Kenya. The Ministry of Education plans to 
table the findings of the Task Force in form of a bill in Parliament as soon as Parliament 
resumes its sittings. 
 
SUNY/Kenya, working with the education sector team of USAID, will facilitate the 
Committee’s further review of the Task Force’s report and further engagement between 
the Ministry and the Committee before the bill emergent from the Task Force’s work is 
tabled in Parliament.  
 
Public Accounts Committee 
Following initial planning efforts, a meeting between SUNY/Kenya and the leadership of 
the PAC agreed to reschedule the proposed East Africa Associations of Public Accounts 
Committees (EAAPAC) conference initially planned for March 29th – April 1st 2007. 
This postponement is in response to the request by the East African Legislative Assembly 
(EALA) to be given more time to reconstitute and put up a PAC. The EALA – a member 
of the EAAPAC -- has been hampered by a lawsuit that has prevented the naming of its 
MPs from the member countries. 
 
3.  Support for Staff 
 
Training for Clerks and Researchers 
A significant training activity for National Assembly Clerks and Researchers took place 
on 22nd – 23rd February 2007. This training had been requested by the Parliamentary 
Service Commission. Thirty staff members led by the Clerk and his two deputies attended 
the successful workshop which was officially closed by the Deputy Speaker and 
Chairman of the Liaison Committee. Local facilitators included the Clerk of the National 
Assembly, the Senior Deputy Clerk, the Deputy Clerk, the SUNY/Kenya Country 
Director and a leading constitutional lawyer and legislative researcher.  
 
The workshop was also enhanced by the presence of external resource persons of high 
caliber: Mr. Pope Barrow, Legislative Counsel of the House of Representatives; Mr. 
Charlie Johnson, retired House of Representatives Parliamentarian and Mr. Nick Walker, 
the House of Commons Deputy Principal Clerk and Clerk of the UK Parliament’s Joint 
Committee on Human Rights. SUNY/Kenya was pleased to be able to work with the 
HDAC as well as the Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) in identifying and 
sourcing experts. 
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Internship Program  
SUNY/Kenya began the legwork to organize the 2007 class for the successful 
Parliamentary Internship Program. This involved soliciting and reviewing applications 
and interviewing candidates. The internship program interviews will be held on March 
13th and 14th 2007. Consistent with the established program modus operandi, the 
interviews will be done by a joint panel comprising SUNY/Kenya Program staff, senior 
Parliamentary staff and a member of the academia. Interns should begin working as soon 
as Parliament reopens on March 20th 2007. 
 
4. Other Activities  
 
Parliamentary Initiatives Network (PIN).   
PIN continued to hold its regular monthly meetings at SUNY/Kenya. PIN held its first 
general meeting on 7th February 2007. Members shared their organizational activities 
for the first quarter of the year and endorsed a program for 2007 that includes joint 
assistance to Parliament in the area of legislative drafting, private motions and a National 
Conference on Parliament in 2008. The strategic plan will be presented to all after the 
respective PIN organization Executive Directors peruse and discuss it. 
 
PIN held its second general meeting of the year on Wednesday 7th March 2007. The 
discussions included the resolution by PIN members to collaboratively hold public 
forums on current legislation in Parliament as a way of deepening the public’s 
understanding and provide an avenue for inclusion of their views on legislation before 
Parliament. PIN is also planning a national conference and exhibition on Parliament as 
soon as the next Parliament is sworn in in March 2008. It is hoped that PIN can get a 
major international Parliamentarian such as a former Prime Minister, Speaker, etc. to be 
the guest speaker. 
 
Donor Coordination Committee.  
SUNY/Kenya is updating the matrix of donor support to Parliament. 
  
C. Challenges and Opportunities 
 
As noted in previous reports, the most significant challenge that the SUNY/Kenya project 
faces is the ability to meet the demands of support and facilitation from the Kenya 
Parliament and, increasingly, from external organizations. Over the last six years during 
which the project has been in place, SUNY/Kenya has increasingly become an accepted 
partner in the strengthening of Parliament. Consequently, requests keep flowing into the 
SUNY/Kenya offices in Nairobi and the SUNY/CID offices in Albany. Requests, 
inquiries and suggestions for assistance, activities and partnerships now routinely come 
not just from USAID/Kenya (the program sponsor) and the National Assembly (the 
program beneficiary) but also from the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, multiple other donors 
active in Kenya, the HDAC, multiple CSOs in Kenya and across the region, and assorted 
other organizations and experts. 
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In this environment, it is a welcome opportunity that the U.K.’s DFID has strongly 
indicated an interest to join USAID/Kenya as a major program sponsor. Consultations 
among the two sponsors and SUNY/CID have determined that the conditions exist for a 
productive expansion of the program in manners that will provide sponsors and 
SUNY/CID confidence that program goals will remain clear and in focus, and that the 
effective program methodology of ongoing consultations will remain intact. The 
additional funds likely to come on stream for the program in the next quarter will enable 
SUNY/Kenya and SUNY/CID to modestly add to staff and facilities so as to meet the 
expanded expectations for activity delivery of the two sponsors. 
 
Activities planned for the next quarter 
 
Concurrent with the submission of the report is consultation with USAID/Kenya Mission 
on the 2007/2008 annual work plan, the outcomes of which will inform the mix of 
activities for the next quarter. SUNY/Kenya can revise this Activity Report if requested 
to do so by USAID/Kenya pending further discussion of the work plan. 


