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Activity Summary and achievements: 
 
The main focus of this project was research regarding propagations and cultivation of 
Sceletium tortuosum, and the cost effectiveness of different cultivation techniques 
before it could be implemented at farm level.  Reproductive and vegetative plant 
material from Sceletium tortuosum was collected from the wild.  Selection took place 
on the grounds of mesembrine content as well as yield per plan.  Research regarding 
different propagation techniques was undertaken (seed germination, cuttings and 
tissue culture).  Comparisons between efficiency of reproduction, time taken and costs 
involved were made (year 1 and 2).  The economically most viable method was 
implemented at small-scale grower level (3rd year). 
Simultaneously with the propagation studies, field trials were implemented at 
Elsenburg to focus on appropriate cultivation methods (planting distance; light water 
and nutrient requirements).  Attention was given to harvesting (sustainable and total 
harvest) and post-harvesting handling.  An economic comparison was drawn up to 
determine the better practice between replacing after each harvests of sustainable 
harvesting of plants, keeping them in the soil for successive seasons.  The nature of 
the plant makes drying quite challenging, without loosing too much of the 
mesembrine content.  This was investigated at a level possible to implement at small-
scale grower level, with preference given to female growers.  Product harvested from 
the trails plots (year 1 and 2) were sent as samples to different companies, locally and 
overseas, dealing in medicinal plants in order to secure markets for the product once it 
was implemented in small-scale farming activities. 
 
The attached Grant Activity Completion Report presents the program and its 
achievements in more detail. 
 
Contents of this report: 
 

1. Grant Activity Completion Report (February 2006) 
 
2.  Annual Report (September 2005)



 



 



 



 



 


