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Revita&@ Potides for Food Smrity and Poverty A I l d a I i o m  I. SoltL Asia 

South Asia Initiative (SAI) of the International Food Policy Research MMC (EPRJ) received 

overwhelming support h USAID (India and the agency's Global and Asia* east Burcatis) 

along with other d o m  ~ c u l a r l y  Ford Foundation and Asian Development Bank) to sircngthen 

policy research, communication and capacity dewlopment. The SA1 launchad various pograna 

containing three laym: (i) regular dialogues with the Policy Analysis and Advisory Network f a  

South Asia (PAANSA) to strengthen the policy dialogue between -hers md policy 

advisodmakers of the region, (ii) conduct high quality applied -h on issues of iqmmmcc to 

the region, and (iii) mdertake cspacity strengthening pmgrams for researchas and policy &isms. 

The USAID (India) contributed towards implementing policy research in high priority areas 

delineated by the PAANSA members to strengthen action oriental research. achangc and aPinmg 

prograw, and more effective and frequent policy dialogues with policy advisors and decision makcrs. 

This project is mppomd by USAID (India) to provide altanativc policy optmns in the aaaHing 

debate on following issues: 

a. What mle can the private sector play in food gram mmgmxmt. especully m  tan^ of 

procurcmat, stocking, distniution and external trade? How cost effectiw could it be vi-isi- 

vis the public agencies? And finally, what is the appropriate ovaall regulatory envirammt 

for pri*ate seetor operations? 

b. What has been the m k  of input subsidies in agricularrr? Who d l y  b a ~ 6 1 ~  Smm tbos 

subsidies, how effective are they m tarns of their impact on agrieumwl produclion, -bat is 

their impgct on the envhnrmcot, and is there any need to m t i d i a t  the w b i i  regkc? 

c. What has been the nature and s p d  of diversification in food anplus statcs of I'm@ ad 

Andiw Radcsh? What s a t o f w r t i d  linkages betwen the h a n d  h a r e  l i k ly to  

emerge? What sort of enabling environmnt is mcasary f a  India pvtlcuLrfy Rmjab d 

Andiw Radesh, to take a lead in gduatmg to high-value agriculolrc? 

This report documents the activities and accomplishments of the studies f a  h c  quanrr from January 

- March 2006. 



During the reporting period, following reports w a t  revised and mbmittcd for mmmms: 

(i) Agricultural diversification in Punjab 

(u) Agricultural diversification in A n h  Radesh 

(iii) Input subsidy in Punjab agriculture 

(iv) Power and irrigation subsidies in Andltra Radesh and F'unjab 

(v) Re-energizing agricultural sector in Punjab (a consolidated report based m mplt subsidy. 

grain management and agricultural diversificaticm) 

Thae reports am now under final revision before sharing the outputs with the stakeboldas. A dnR 

oonsolidated report on 'dimsification towards high-value agricultural commodities in Mia: case 

studies in food surplus states of Punjab and Andlna Radcsh' was also atbmittcd dumg the rcpormrg 

quarter. 

Following reports A c h  were submitted during the I& quarter arae un&r revisim: 

(i) &in management in Andhra Radcsh 

(ii) lnput subsidies in tndia with special ref- to Andlna Radesh md Rnrj.b 

(iii) Revitalizing agriculture sector of Andlrra Pradcsh: case studies on mpn s&&cs, gniu 

management and agricultural diversification 

TobettaMderstandthepow~~,astudywasinitia~ontbepotitical&oaanyofpoaa~ 

to agriculture in Punjab and Andlna Radesh. The ovcrall objective of chis study is to cmtnbrmc to the 

reform of power supply to agriculture in India by (i) improving the m b s l a d &  of fbe p o l W  

Factors that have m t n t  to the pob1ems related to the ckftricity arpptY to 

(ii) &riving lessons fium ongoing reform efforts (iii) aaasing the political feaslility of d i h t  

reform options. The rcsarch approach focuses on identifying the positions. pcrceptians and sbakps 

of differeat stakeholdas involved in the power supply to tbe agrifulnnnl scta as h i s  is of crucial 

inrportamx for rmdastandmg the political economy and assening the political fcaslBi1ity of reform 

options. The research methods include intmicws with slakeholdas. policy-makers ad key 



informants as well as the review of documents including r c p o ~  statistics. newspaper articles. 

proceedmgs of parliamentary debates and research articles. 

During the reportmg period, the research activities concentrated on (a) review of the htaaflm. (b) 

interviews with key informants, especially r e s e a r c h  working on the topic, and (c) i n m i c a s  aith 

stakeholders in Andhm Pradesh and Punjab and at the national level. 

The literature review covered studies dealing with the power sator in India in gmmal as well as 

specific studies on the electricity supply to agriculture and on the nexus betav.cn ekctricity and 

groundwater. For cornparison, studies on power secta ref- in other couneia were consldcrrd as 

well. Studies dealing with the political development and with electoral politics io Andhrr Redcsh and 

Punjab were reviewed, too. The review also included studies on the mle of famm' movements m 

Indian politics. Newspaper rrports anilable in online archives on power ssta ref- and 

elmhicity pricing in Andhm Pradesh and Punjab were collected, but a morc coaprrhcmivt T C F .  of 

pressreportsisstillundemmy. 

In Washington, DC, mterviews wcrc held with the World Bank staff mcmbas rrspmsibk f a  AndIra 

Pradcsh and Punjab and with an expat of the agriculhwl seaor in India In New DcUu, imcnicas 

wcrc conducml with membm of the Wald Bank dealing with agriculture and with power - 
ref-, members of the Planning Commission, the leaders of the Libaal F- Mo-f the MI 

India Kisan Sabha (Fanners Orgaruzation) and the All India Agriculhwl Workers Union (both dated 

to CPI o), and with r e s e a r c h  from TW, the National Institute for Public Firiance and Policy 

(NIPFP)), Lololiti (an Inshtute conducting research on electoral politics) and thc JaaPhnrhl Nebru 

Univasity (JNU). 

In Andhra Pradcsh, the following stakeholders md Lty infCmna& w a t  mPavicarad: tk 

Confederati00 of lndian Farmers Organizations, the Andlua branches of the Kisrn Slbln ad 

the Agricultud Labor Uaion, the conpanics rrspoosible f a  p o w  gawntim md 

dis tn icm,  the Electricity Regulatory Commission, the People's Monitoring Gmup oo Electricity 

Regulation, Membas of the Le@slativc Assmbly (MLAs) of diffucnt pmcs (TDP, TRS and CPI 

(M)), Party Smeiaries of the two w j a  prbes (Congress. TDP). and -hen 6mm OsllPnia 

Univmity and 6om the Centcr for Economic and Social Studics (CESS). 



In Punjab, interviews were held with rrprcxntativcr of the following otganintions: m NGO 

promoting organic agriculture, E C ~  f-' groups. the Ekctrical Engiucers Associaion a lobar 

mion of electricity workers (related to CPI 0). the Indian Ecological Society, Pany Semtaia and 

MLAs of the two major parties (Congress and Shiromani Akali Dal), and a member of thc S o u  

Comminee of CPI 0). Interviews wme also held with -hm fium the Punjabi Unirmity in 

Patiala, the Punjab Agriculhd University m Ludhiana and the Punjab U n i k t y  in Chandigarh. A 

public meting of the Advisory Council to the Commission was also attended. 

The information collated so far is being critically walysed. A number of policy opticms would be 

developed for f m k r  discussion with the stakeholders. It is also planned to present thc findings of thc 

analysis to a group of experts. As first output of the study, a report will be prepad, concenmtmg aa 

the type of information that policy-makers in the two states may fmd useful. A Discunia, Paper, ac 

least two articles and a policy brief will be prepad based on the f d - b c k  to the rcpm 

3. Review Mecbl.gs 

S e v d  rotmds of review meetings were 0~ganb.I  with thc collaborators to fmalin the studies. 

Results of following repais were pmsented m the review mxtings organizod cm 2 aad 3 M.pcb 2006: 

(i) input subsidy m Punjab; (ii) agricultrwl diversification in India with special lrfsarc to Aadbn 

Radesh and Plmjab; (iii) Re-energizing Punjab agricultmr; and (iii) rcvitriizing agricultuc sapr of 

Punjab. 

Most of the studia m Andhra Radcsb and Punjab are completed and Rsubrnitfcd f a  frml m%. A 

consolidated repmi covering input subsidies, grain utanagemcnt and q i c u h d  d i v c r s i f i  m 

Punjab was finalized. Similar rcport in Andhra Pradesh is rmdcr rwision. 

A study was also initiated to betta understand thc political ecammy of p o w  subsidy in Andln 

Raaesh and Punjab. 

A summary of the -h studies m different artas is given in Annexm 1. 

We express OPT appredatiom to tk USAID Wdh) for e s t t ~ d h g  M smpport for u d m a k h g  

policy researcb h 3 key areas, which inflnencc agric~~ltnral growth in L.di.. 
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Grain management and role of private 
sector 

Rahonaluahon of mput subsdm m 
agriculture 

3 

The draft report on 'pain mmagxmnt 
in Andhm Radesh' (submined in 
prc%ious quarter) is un&r mlsicm f a  
final submission in the next quarta. 

Rensed draft on 'mpld subs& m 
Punjab agriculture' mas m d  and 
m u h a a d  
Rev14 draft on 'power Pad ungatnm , 

I 

Diversification of agriculture and Shldics on agricultural divad6ation 
farm-firm linkages in Punjab and in Punjab and Andha Rsdesh uac 
Andhra Pradah revised and Rsubmiacd 

subsidy m Andhra Pradccb and h j a b '  
wasdrmned 

I A draft umsolidstcd repm on 
'divasification towards high-%* 
agriculblral commodities in India: case 
sllldiain foodslnp~usstatcsofAadhrr 
Rddesh and Rmjab' was submiaad. 

I A draft consol- ~ p m  m 'mpm 
subsdm m lndran agnahrc wth 
focus m Andhra Radcsh and Pugs 
wll be subnnned m next quarter. 
A study on 'pollclcal aoowmy of 
power saw' was auhaacd ad 
tntervlews wtrt undatotrcll antb thc 
key stakcholdas m A d m a  Rdab 
and Punjab. 


