
Country: Worldwide

Noncapital Project Paper (PROP)

Project Nd 932-13- 950 - 013

Submission Date: October 13, 1969 Original.: Yes

Project Title: TDJHNICAL ASSISTANCE INFURMATION CLEARING HOUSE
(TAlCH)

U. S. Obligation Span: FY 1964 Continuing

Physical. lmplementationSpan: FY 1964 Continuing

Gross life-of-project financial. requirements: Continuing

U. S. dollars: $ 569,000 (Cumlative through 6/30/69)

U. S. owned local. currency: None

Cooperating country cash contribution: None·

Other Donors: None



-Noncapital Project Paper (PROP)

-2-

A. SUMMP.RY

The Technical Assistance Information Clearing House, a nonprofit group
under contract, serves as a center of information on overseas technical
assistance programs and projects in the fields of health, nutrition,
familY' planning, education, vocational training,· and communitY' development
of American voluntary agencies, missions, foundations, and other non
governmental organizations. Its informational retrieval B,1stem continues
to be enlarged and updated in order to provide fuller information as needed
b.r A.I.D., other government agencies, Congress, voluntary agencies, ete.

The Clearing House through publications and the maintenance of an inquiry'
service makes available to government, organizations, libraries and
universities, Congress, overseas missions, researchers and individuals
information about programs and activities with particular reference to
their location, types, resources and the concerns of the nonprofit sector.

Its quarterlY' newsletter includes annotated up-to-date lists of materials,
films, books and describes new trend. in technical and development
assistance projects, and provides information about clearing houses,
both here and abroad.

To date it has published a worldwide director,y, a supplement to it, and
two regional directories. Hear East/South Asia and A!rica directories
will be available in the near future. Reports on programs in specific
areas such as Vietnam and Nigeria/Biafra are published several times a
year, as vell as specific reports as requested by A.I.D.

B. SF:l'TING OR ENVIRONMENT

In accordance with the Congressional mandate contained in the Fer eign
Assistance Act of 1961 to use to the msx1DI1JlJl extent practicable the
services and facilities of voluntar,y, nonprofit organizations, it has
been the policY' of A.I.D., and predecessor agencies, to encourage the
participation of American voluntar,y agencies and other nonprofit organi
zations in technical assistance overseas b.Y strengthening its informal
relations through support of voluntary agencies in their humanitarian
efforts for those in need in underdeveloped and developing countries
or by entering into contractual agreements for special and/or specific
services.
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Through support of U. S. voluntary. agencies registered with A.I.D.'s
Advis0I7' Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid, it is possible to obtain
information about their technical assistance activities~ However, there
are hundreds of other nonprofit, nongovernmental groups engaged in
technical assistance abroad and it is A.I.D.'s intent to become cognizant
of the work of these organizations as well.

C. srRATEXiY

It was decided that the objectives and information desired by A.I.D.
could best be accomplished through a contract with the American Council
of VoluntaI7 Agencies for Foreign Service, Inc. in New York Cit7 for the
services of the Technical Assistance Information C:).earing House (TAlCH).
The American Council vas chosen as the best source of such information
since 44 American voluntary agencies vere already' members and coordinated
their plans and activities, both here and abroad, not onl7 among
themselves but with nonmember groups, A.I.D., other government agencies,
international and intergovernmental organizations. The Council also
provides A.I.D. with a means for consultation, coordination and planning
vith member agencies as well as with nonmember groups. The Technical
Assistance Intormation Clearing House serves as a center of information
on technical assistance and socio-economic'development programs abroad
and nov has information on some 500 nonprofit organizations, missions
and foundations.

D. PLANNING TARG:E:1', RESULTS AND OUl'Pl1I'S

A major objective of A.I.D. and TAlCH is to create an awareness of technical
assistance programs overseas, and to further the efforts of voluntary
agencies and other nonprofit groups in A.I,D.' s programs by' promoting
the exchange of information. The TAlCR starf attends conferences and
meetings to inform potential users about its services and the types of
information available. A central retrieval s7stem has been established
consisting of detailed information about the overseas development assistance
programs and projects of volunt&r7 nonprofit groups, missions and
foundations. The s7stem will be continuouslY' enlarged and updated by'
identif7ing, gathering and recording pertinent data, with particular
attention given to the increase in the number of organizations, new programs,
revisions, and improving retrieval operations to provide fuller information.

An inquirY' service has been made available to A.I.D., State, other govemment
agencies, Congress, nonprofit groups, firms, state and local organizations,
libraries and universities as well as individuals in the following ways:
(1) providing general agency data; (2) organizations in specific countries;
(3) development assistance-by' categ~~; (4) organizations needing financial
support; (5) non-U.S. organizations and institutions; (6) publications;
(7) employment opportunities both in the U.S. and abroad, as well as
groups seeking volunteers.
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Reports and directories such as the worldwide directory in 1964, a
supplement to it in 1965, the Far east directory in 1966 and the
Latin America directory in 1967 have been published. Special reports
on Vietnam and Nigeria/Biafra have been issued several times during
the year. A newsletter is published quarterly.

A library has been established for reference and loan purposes which
includes books, reports, studies, pamphlets, materials from other
clearing houses and centers both here and abroad.

The present contract calls for the continuation of special reports in
the fields of health, agriculture and community development; updating
data for the information retrieval system, and.updating and preparation
of manuscript copy for a new worldwide directory to be printed b.1 A.I.D.
The contract calls for a staff of five professionals capable of conducting
research and editorial functions, and four nonprofessionals.

E. COURSE OF ACTION

TAICH, as an information clearing house, provides A.I.D. a central
source of detailed information about overseas technical assistance projects
of nonprofit groups,i.e., voluntary agencies, missions and foundations.
Its retrieval system is being enlarged and updated b.1 seeking out,
identifying, gathering and recording pertinent data, noting in particular
the increase in the number of organizations, personnel, new programs
and program revisions. . The continual improvement of data gathering
operations will provide fuller information as needed b.1 A.I.D., Congress,
other government agencies, voluntary organizations, etc.

In order to obtain the necessar,y information TAICH contacts organizations
b.1 questionnaires, personal visits and phone calls, and correlates data
b.1 region and category to answer inquiries and for prepartion of the
directories, newsletters, or written reports, as requested.

Through publications and the maintenance of an inquiry service, the Clearing
House makes available to government, organizations, researchers, the
Congress, libraries, universities and individuals information about
programs and pRojects with particular reference to their location, types,
and resources.

TAICH publishes a quarterly newsletter that includes up-to-date lists of
materials from nonprofit groups, both here and abroad; U. S. government
.agencies; desc'ribes new trends in technical assistance; furnishes infor
mation about conferences and meetings; activities of other clearing
houses; lists fllPlB and bookS.
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. A.I.D. assists in the distribution of the nevsletters and directories
and the reports to .AID/W, USAIDs and Embassies, foreign embassies,
the Congress, other government agencies, etc.

TAICH maintains a close relationship vith the voluntary agencies, A.I.D.
and other clearing houses and information centers.

Through its inquiry service TAICH makes referrals to the appropriate
U. S. government agencies; assists persons seeking overseas employment
by directing them to government agencies whose programs might require
their particular skills.

Under the present contract '01111 proofread galley and/or page proofs
for the Atrica and Near East/South Asia directories for which it
prepared manuscript copy, and A.I.D. vill be responsible for their
printing.

PRDS/VAD:EFeindt
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