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1. Summary

The project 1s very successful in terms of its cooperative and
institution-building aspects. The number, range, ead quality of the
cooperative activities have exceeded the original expectations of the
Israeli and Eqyptian participants, in spite of the decline during this
period of reflations between their two nations.

Success is due to the following factors, which largely mirror the
appraisal criteria for such projects originally set vorth by AID.

The Project deals with real scientific and health problems of
mutual concern. These diseases spread across borders and call
for continuing cooperation between neighbor . The direct mutual
aduvantages of such cooperation are significant and apparent.

It is based primarily on cooperation beiween Israel and Eqypt-
not technical essistance from Israel to Eqypt.

The Project is institutionalized in both countries - in
prestigious universities, one step remouved from government.
Also in each country, the project involves researchers from other
universities, ministries, and research organizations.

Projecy is perceived in both countries to be producing high
quality scientific research of practical importance.

The cooperation accomplishments of the ECUBD Project are significant,
The highlights are two highly publicized conferences, one in Eqypt and
one in Israel, a combined Israeli/Egyptian team's successful response
to a small medical emergency in Egypt, workshops and lectures given
at Ain Shams University by Israeli scientists, five jointly authored
papers published in leading international journals, and a genuine
creation and strengthening of a long-term network of nersonal and
institutional scientific ties between Israer and Eqgypt.



2. Introductior

As part of the overall evaluation of the project for the Epideiniology
and Control of LUector-Borne Diseases in Egypt and Israel
RID/ANESTR'HPN requested the International Science and Technology
Institute, Inc. to eramine the institutional and cooperative aspects of
the project. This report to be submitted to RID in addition to the
scientific evaluation orranized by and for NIRID. Richard Huntington,
a social scentist with prior experience with RID funded projects in
Egypt and in the West Bank and Gaza. met with the NIAID evaluation
team during its visit to Israel (September 9-13) and then spent five
days independently in Egypt (September 13-18). Huntington worked
closely with Nicolas Studzinski, the project officer, and with Dr. Alfred
Buck, the AiD observer on the NIRID evaluation team.

in Israel, Huntingtcn and Studzinski divided their time between
attendino  the scientific presentations and discussions, and
interviewing individuals on aspects relevant to cooperation with
Egypt. Specifically, interviews were conducted with Rachel Galun, the
principal investigator; Moshe Amir, the Hebrew University "contracting
officer” responsible for the project, litithiam Brew, U.5. Embassy, Tel
Aviv; Sanford Kuuvin, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Kuvin
Centre; Don Michaeli, B. outy Secretary of Health; as well as Dr. Joel
Margalit and other principals at Ben Gurion University.

in Egypt. Huntington interviewod every one of the senior and junior
researchers involved with the project, as well as senior researchers
from cooperating institutions, especially from Suez Canal University
and from the Ueterinary Service of the Ministry of Agricufture. At Rin
Shams University Huntington met with Mr. Rlifons Hanna, Dir. General
of University Finance and project contracting officer; and project
administrative staff persons responsible for the project's budgetary
records, vouchers, personnel records, etc.

At the U.S. Embassy. Huntington interviewed Robert Carr, Science
fAittache. At AID, Huntington interviewed William Oldham of the Health
Office, Theresa Iare of the Program Office (member of the joint
AiD/Embassy Committee on Regional C(ooperation Pirojects), and
Robert Beausoleil in the Agriculture 0Office (responsible for the
Regional Cooperation Project on "Agriculture for Bedouin Communities



of Israel and Eqypt .
Studzinski and Huntington met with Dr. Mahmoud ™ahfouz, former
Minister of Health and strong supporter of regional cooperation, and

the Principal Investigator. Sherif El Said.

3. Regional Cooperation Program - Backnround and Appraisal Criteria

The genesis of the regional cooperation program was the desire of
Congress to hawve USRID set aside money to support cooperative
research .o a uvariety of disciplines between Israel and its Areb
neighbors. USAID carried out an extensive feasibility study, calling
upon the services of over 15 consultants familiar with the region to
nroduce reports specifying the most likely cooperative activities in all
sectors. USRID then drew up a brief "Criteria for Appraisal of Regional
Cooperation Project Propnsals" which has served as a guideline for
project development and selection. These criteria may be summarized
as follows:

Goals:

The overall program goal is to develop linkages, create common
interests, and pruomote better knowledge and understanding
between Israel and its neighbors, as well as serve the
developmental needs of the participeting countries.

The criteria stress regional cooperation (israel and its Arab
neighbors) as much as purely israeli/Egyptian cooperation.

Activities must involve subject areas in which it is appropriate to
have regionai cooperation. The activity should involve a regional
provlem or be particularly useful as a joint activity because of
complementary capabilities, mutual interests, or shared needs.

Participants:
Projects must involve the active participation of individual. and
institutions in at least one Arab country and Israel.

Projects should invelve the active participation of significant
Middie Eastern institutions, rather than of individuals acting
largely on their own behalf. Projects must be consistent with the



laws and reguiations of the host governments ana institutions,
and must have all official approuvals.

Projects must be technically viable and involve institutions and
individuals demonstrably competent to carry out the program.

Participating institutions should make meaningful contributions
either in cash or in kind,

u.S. institutions should participate in a facilitative role.

Qutputs:

Projects must involve meaningful contacts between the
participants and carry out activities which lead to sustained
linkages.

Projects should create precedents for future cooperation
activities. Priority is to be given to proposals that break new
ground, that introduce new groups of people to the process of
cooperation.

Project should serve as symbols of the reality and potentiality of
peaceful cooperation. They should be "people to people”
activities which maximize public awareness and spread effects as
much as possible within the framework of the political realities.

Projects should produce cooperative activities and research.
Purely technical assistance projects are not elligibie.

4. Hssessment of the Appraisal Criteria BDocument

These criteria for project selection are edtremely demanding, and
they represent a sensitivity to the difficult political realities of the
Middle tast.

It is important that projects be of the highest quality and abowe
suspician as boondoggles or as easy mo'.ey trying fo buy a political
end. Related to this, the projects must be especially appropriate as
cooperation activities. Israelis and Egyptians could theoretically
cooperate on almost any activity: but to be part of this program, the



activity must be one that is demonstrably improved by cooperation
betureen the neighbors. The successful regional cooperation project
topics to date stand as examples. ‘4diine ecology and biology. arid
lands development, and vectoi-borne disease control ail relate in
different ways to aspects of the shared borders between the two
countries.

The criteria also stress a careful balance and occasional trade-offs
between the purely lIsraeli’Egyptian activities and more broadly
regional coperation activities: between high profile "symbols of
peaceful cooperation” and substantial scientific activities; between
elite research and broad development priorities s represented by the
regulations of the host countries and the RID program strategy in the
country tkgyptl.

Bo the original criteria remain appropriate? The overall
diplomatic climate between Eqypt and Israel has deteriorated during
the last few years, and with it, there has been a concomitant decline
of the political acceptability of Israeli-Eqyptian cooperation activities
within Egypt. The strict appraisal criteria, which might have been
foosened under a more favorabie political situation, remain essential.
Sadly, their appropriateness has increased.

Is the original document on fippraisal Criteria sufficiently
clear and detailed? Yes and no. The "Appraisal Criteria" document
itself is brief and demands some reading between the lines. This
brevity and lack of specificity do not harm the operation of this
ptoject, however. HH of the participants in the ECUD Project -
Americans, Egyptians, Israelis; scientists and bureaucrats - are quite
clear and articulate about the cooperation aspects of the project, the
constraints under which they must operate, and the reasons for the
strictures of the appraisal criteria.

It would be useful to update the document in light of the edperiences
of the past several years. This may help to generate new projects,
and to discourage some of the more inappropriate proposals that
might otherwise be submitted. One important aspect which has
evolved is the vole of an American institution. The document spoke
vaguely about a possible facilitative role for an American institution.
But the program has deuveloped into much more of a three-way



institutional structure with the American institution taking a stronger
and contractually more formal role than was originally enuvisioned.

As part of updating the document on appraisal criteria, RID needs to
consider improving its mechanisms for developing future regional
cooperation projects.

The current document rules out funding for conferences or meetings
devoted to proposal development. Yet the participants of the ECUBD
project stress the importance of several conferences (including a
conference focusing on regional cooperation in health, held at the
Bellagio Conference Center in May, 1881} which helped set priorities
for appropriate health areas for regional cosperation funding. While it
may not be appropriate for RID to fund specifically a meeting to
develop future proposals to be submitted back to AID, certain
conference mechanisms would be appropriate and would probabiy
yield one or two high quality projects in support of the regional
cooperation goals.

One of the recommendations of this evaluation report is that AID
organize a workshop to include the participants of the several
regional cooperation projects. Such a workshop could, as part of its
mandate help sow the seeds for future cooperation projects in
ad jacent scientific areas. Such e workshop could also help indicate
the eutent and directions of the modifications of the "Appraisal
Criteria” document in light of the past few years' exdperiences.

5. Epidemiology_and Control of Uector-Borne Diseases Project

The project is a five year project (September 30, 1981 - October 1,
1986) funded at a total of approrimately $7 million. 1t is organized
and funded through a PASA between AID and the NIH (PASA No.
BNE-0165-P-HZ2-1106-02), and through two NIH contracts with Hebrew
University (NIH-NIAID-AI-22668) in Jerusalem, and Ain Shams
University (NTH-NIAID-NO1-A1-22667) in Cairo, respectively.

This joint Egypt/israel project grew out of the long association of
NIRID with Egqypt. Since 1979, two projects (malaria and filariasis)
were carried out at Ain Shams University under a PL 480 grant with
the supervision of the NiH. Dr. Robert Gwadz was the project officer



for NIH and the studies were conducted by scientists in the
Bepartment of Entomology at Ain Shams University.

Or. Gbwadz organized a meeting between Ain Sharms and Hebrew
University scientists at the NIH in January 1980 to esplore the
possibility of developing a "cooperative" project. The meeting was
attended by Drs. Sherif El Said and Adel Merdan (Ain Shamsl, Dr.
Charles Greenblatt and Dr. Sanferd Kuvin (Kuvirn Centre for the Study
of Infectious and Tropical Diseases, Hebrew University-Hadassah
Medical 5chooll, Drs. bwadz and Carl WWestern from NIH.

As a result of the meeting, a general proposal was formulated to
investigate jointly three vector-borne diseases in the Middie East:
malaria, Bift Ualley fever, and ieishmaniasis. The three diseases were
chosen for a number of reasons, including the following:

Al three diseases are vector-borne. The Ain Shams group was
composed primarily of medical enton:ologists with particular
edpertise in field studies of insect vectors.

Rift balley fever (RUF) had devastated Egypt in 1977-78 with
several hundred thousand human cases and extensive loss of
livestock. RUF posed a potential threat to Israel and to the whole
Mediterranean basin.

Malaria had a long history in Egypt with occasional major
epidemics and was already under study by Rin Shams scientists.
Although the disease had been eradicated from Israel, malaria
was a major research interest of the Kuvin Centre and anopheline
vectors are present in Israel.

Cutaneous leishmaniasis is @ majot problem in Israel. In Egypt,
cutaneous leishmaniasis was not well documented and visceral
leishmaniasis was unknown. The reqular return of Eqyptian
laborers from endemic areas in the Middle Etast provided a
recurring potential source of infection to phlebotomines in Egypt.
In addition, the return of Sinai to Egypt was imminent in 1980 and
this area was known to be endemic for cutaneous leishmaniasis.

USARID agreed to support the project for five years at a level of §7



million. The award was made to NIRID under the terms of a
Participating Agency Service Rgreement (PASA) between the PHS and
USAID. Dr. Karl Western is NIAID Project Officer, and Dr. Hortencia
Hornbeak is Ce-Project Officer. Dr. Robert OGwadz is the senior
scientist, and formerly the project cfficer for the preceeding PL 480
recearch groiects at the Ain Shams (enire. Two researchers from
NIRID, Dr. Fred Feinsod and Dr. John Beier were in residence at Ain
Shams University. Dr. Sherif El Said s Principal Investigator of the
Eguyptian segment, and Dr. Rachel Galun is Principal Investigator of the
Israeli segment,

6. CLooperation Accomplishments

The cooperation accomplishments of the ECUBD Project are significant.
The highlights ar~ two highly publicized conferences, one in Egypt and
one in Israel, a combined Israeli/egyptian team's successful response
to a small medical emergency in Eqypt, workshops and lectures given
at Rin Shams University by Israeli scientists, thirteen visits by Israeli
scientists to fAin Shams University, five jointly authored papers
published in leading international journals, and a genuine creation and
strengthening of a long-term network of personal and institutional
scientific ties between Israel and Egypt. |

Cooperative Research

The leishmaniasis program has to date been the locus of the most
thorough cooperation between the Israeli and Eqyptian reseavch
centers.

At the first visits of Israelis to the Ain Shams Center, there were those
who closed their doors and refused to have any contact with Israelis.
These reactions changed over time, and the presence o7 lIsraeli
colleagues is now viewed as a normal event within the center. There
are still one or two researchers who personally disagree with the
idea of cooperation with Israelis, however they state that since it is
clearly the policy of their government it is their duty Yo participate.

The unexpected outbreak of wuvisceral leishmaniasic in El Agamy
provided an opportunity for the demonstration of the practical value
of cooperative work. Even though r.e Leishmaniasis outbreak took
place during the period immediately following the Israeli invasion of



Lebanan and at a time of extremely frosty relations between the two
nations, permission was granted for Israeli members of the
leishmaniasis group to join their colieagues in Egypt. This cooperation
led to the identitication of a new strain of fatal leishmaniasis and to
the dissemination to the local health authorities of information
necessary to monitor and respond to further cases. This was the first
time that the ministry of health called upon the Rin Shams Center to
handle a public health problem. It brought attention within the GNE
ministry of Health and credit to the Center, the Project, and
highlighted the importance of Egyptian-Israeli cooperation.

<ooperation on maiaria and Kift Paliey fever has been less
dramatic, although there are important mutual relationships. The
Kuvin Centre is one of the foremost centers of malaria research in the
world, but must bring blood samples from outside Israel for its
research, since the disease has been absent locally for over twenty
years. Egyptis potentially a close and convenient field site for Israeli
research and a convenient source for securing samples.

Currently, the two centers have a joint project to compare the
standard diagnostic tests used in Egypt with new rapid "dot test” for
malaria antigen and antibody that have been developed by the Kuvin
center. As part of this research, Egyptian researchers collect
duplicate biood sampies and send one set to the Kuwvin Centre in
Jerusalem.

Riso regarding malaria, there is the "parallel” research on mosguito
habitats in Sinai (done by Suez Canal University in coliaboration with
the Rin Shams Center) and in the Negeuv (done by Ben Gurion University
under subcontract to tne Kuvin Centrel,

There Is a desire on the part of both Egptian and Israeli researchers
to take their cooperation on malaria further. Dr. Adel Merdan (Ain
Shams) and Dr. Joel Margalit (Ben Gurionl have prepared a joint
proposal (separate from the NIRID project) for a study of larv@cidal
controf measures. It is important to note that Ain Shams University
objected to having an Israeli hsted as co-principal investigator. In
order to secure approu ., It was necessary to remove Dr. Margalit's
name from the cover, and to hst him within the proposal as
"consultant”.



There is a trend toward more thoroughly cooperatiwwe research in
which the Israeli and Egyptian scientists draw up joint research
protecels involving significant cooperation at all steps, and
concluding with the joint pubiication of the results. Copies of two of
these protocois drawn up in late 1984 and currently in effect are
included as annexes 2 and 3. The participants on both sides express a
willingness and desire to work on even more elaborately planned joint
programs in the future,

israeii Hlorkshop-Demonstration at Ain Shams University

Drs. Schnur and Schiein of the Kuvin Centre wvisited Ain Shams
University several times., uvoin to cooperate in the planning of the
research, and to provide "public" demonstrations of new methods of
culturing and typing of Leishmania parasites. These 10-day
workshops were under the joint sponsorship of the Rin Shams center
and the Egyptian Ministry of Health. Participants represented various
departments within Ain Shams !University, other Eguptian universities,
and the Ministries of Health and Agriculture. The letter of invitation
and program for one of these workshops is included in the annetes,
Another demonstration was conducted by Dr. Schnur for the younger
scientists within the Ain Shams Research and Training Center on
Dectors of Diseases.

Joint Publicativns

The Regional Cooperation project has led to twelve joint
Egyptian‘israeli publications in leading internationai journals. There
have also been twelve joint presentations at international scientific
conferences.

Conferences

fiswan Conference. The 2nc International Conference on the
Epidemiology an. Control of Uector-Borne Diseases in The Near Fast
was held in Aswan, Egypt, October 2-6, 1983. The Israeli participation
in the program, combined with the presence of scientists from Arab.
countries made it a landmark occasion in scientific cooperation.
Observers and participants remark on the extraordinary emotional
tenor of conference- many public warm and emotional exchanges
betuween Egyptians and Israelis, hugging and Kissing.




Another aspect that s important 1s that the fgyptian presentations
were wel done and effective; th~y had been rehearsed with visuval
alds. These effective presentations reinforced the image of truly
cooperative research among saentists of equal standing.

Some of the problems &t the Aswan conference reveal impottant
aspects of the regional cooperation effort. The openning of the
conference was h avily covered by Equptian lelevision. The nresence
of Israelis and the on-going association between Ain Shams University
and Hebrew University were not specificaliy noted by anu of the
Egyptian speakers who addressed the opening session. None the less,
Israelis did appear in teievised camera shots of the conference and its
paneis.

The political officer from the Israeli Embassy in Cairo requested at the
last moment that he be given a chance to addres< the opepning
sessien in order to emphasize the role of Israel. This reouest was
denied. Any highei profile for the Israeli participation was cleariy not
acceptable to the Egyptian anvernment. Had the issue been pushed
any further, it may have undercut continued gouvernment "support” of
the regional cooperation program in tgypt or led to a public exqodus
from the conference on the part of other Arab and perhaps some
Egyptian participants.

The Shoresh Conference in israel (May §985). Two researchers
from HAin Shams, Drs. Sherif ElI Said and Adel Gad attended the
conference. This was the first time senior tguotian medical
researchers attended such a conference in Israel.

There were originally ten tgyptian researchers on the program and
willing to attend the conference. This alone is a significant
accomplishment in Egypt. The Egyptian government (Ministries of
Health, tducatien, and Foreign Affairs, and the Office of The Prime
Minister) fignally granted permission for four researchers (Two
medical aoctors and two rniversity researchersi to attend the
conference. Just before the departure, it seems that! the Medical
Syndicate ederted indirect pressure on the medical doctors and they
withdrew. The conference was heavily covered by the media in Israel.



One of the impediments to Eqyptian participation in activities in Israel
is the fear that this will later prohibit them from taking up work in
Arab countries. Dr. Adel Gad, shortly after attending the Shoresh
Conference, was invited to wrork in Saudi Arabia and has taken a leave
from the project to do so. This demonstration that cooperation with
Israel does not necessarily block future career opportunities in Aiab
countries is one of the important results of the Shoresh Conference.

None the less, the constraints on Egyptian participation in ECUBD
events held in Israel remain substantial. By contrast The regional
projects within the Ministry of Agriculture have an easier time
receiving government clearance for such travel. The situation there is
very different. The Minister of Agriculture, Yusef Wali, is a stron<
supporter of cooperation and a significant power in Eqyptian national
politics and gnvernment approval of such visits are almost automatic,
since it is ¢ matter of aovernment business.

Cooperation Goals

It would be naive to expect a relatively small project such as this to
nave a significant impact upon reiations in the Middle East. It is
important to review the program goal as originally stated in the
"Appraisal Criteria” and consider whether the project meets this goal
and whether the goat itself still seems reasonable.

“The goal of the program is to further the Middle East peace
process by encouraging and supporting the normalization of
reiations between israel and it's Arab neighbors....This goal is to
be accomplished through regiona! projects which contribute to
the development of networks of ties and linkages between the
ceuntries, sustained personal and institutional contacts, stronger
perceptions of the reality and benefits of peace, and better
understandings and communications among Middie Eastern
peoples.”

Thi~ goal is cautiously and resonably stated. The regional ccoperation
projects are intended to "escauvrage..the normalization of relations”
and "canlrilvie fa the development of networks...” fAs such, these
projects are a smail but important part of an overail process of
improving reiations between former enemies. The fact that other
aspects of this normalization process have fallen far behind the



progress of these regionat cooperation projects does not invalidate
the program qoals.

Thz creating of networks and the encouragement of normalization
embodied in the regional cooperation program constitute a necessary

but certainty not a sufficient contrioution (o peaceiui relations.

¢, Institutionalization of Projects

Egypt

The Research and Training Center For Uectors of Diseases is one of the
most effectively and efficiently run institutions of any kind in the
country. There is a commitiment to encellence in all matters, large
and small, which is commendable and rare. Uisitors, Egyptian and
foreign, cannot help but be impressed, and this aura of exncellence
adds credence to the committment to regional cooperation,

The Center is itself a relatively large operation inciuding about one
hundred senior investigators, senior assistants, senior technicians,
consultants, project leaders and administrative personnel; and
another fifty svpport personnel sucn as junior technicians, fab aids,
drivers, secretaries, efc.

A relatively large number (20} of younger researchers, students and
technicians are directly participating in the cooperative research
project. Four M.Sc. theses haur~ been completed under the project,
and there are currently three Ph.J. theses and thirteen M.Sc. theses in
progress.

The Egyptian segment of the project formally involves a large number
(10} of Egyptian institutions and governmental ministries. Most
impotrtant, the project has .ormal research oand cooperating
agreements with both Alexandria Yniversity (Higher Institute for
Public Health) and with Suez Canal University.

0f particular importance, as part of the Rift Ualley fever program,
representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture's veterinary service
are meeting periodically and cooperating with medical authorities
from the Ministry of Health. This is an important and rare sort of inter
ministerial cooperation within the contest of the Egyptian



bureaucracy.

Israel

The prestigious Kuvin Centre for the Study of Infectious and Tropical
Diseases involves senior researchers from a number of faculties at the
Hadassah Medical Center at Hebrew University in Jerusalem,.

To date, eight students have received their M.5c. degrees based on
work done under the cooperative project. Currently, sevcn Ph.D.
candidates are working with the project as well as four medical
entomologists.  There are also seven undergraduates and two
technical trainees working on the project.

Hebrew University subcontracts 30% of its budget to support malaria
research conducted by Ben Gurion University. Ben Gurion is a regional
and community type of university located in Beer Sheva with a focus
on training and building up a local research capacity for the Negev
area which borders on tgypt.

8. BRegional Cooperation: lssues and Possibilities

The Egyptian and Israeli participants in this project share the same
ultimate dream. They are dedicated to the achievement of full
scientific cooperation in every respect. tqually, they are dedicated to
contributing, as scientists and citizens to the achievement of peace in
their region of the world. The fully accomplished dream would involve
a free and frequent exchange of information and materials, fully
cooperative research, jointly designed and funded with Israeli and
Egyptian scientists working together in the field and laboratories with
shared data bases and producing jointly authored scientific papers.
The full dream envisions students studying at the universities of the
other country and receiving degrees.

in the meantime, a certain range of possible activities is
envisioned in the Appraisal Criteria. This range allows a flegible
response to changing conditions. It is important that this range of
activities be kept in mind during the inevitably shifting political
currents.



At one end of the range, are the minimal, low profile types of
cooperation, which, none the less should not be underestimated. |If
due to political constraints, Israeli and Egyptian scientists must be
limited to parallel research to be compared and edchanged when they
meet congenially at international conferences. this would be none the
less a positive exchange. If slightly more formally, they pian parallel
research, the results of which they know should be mutually
reinforcing, this is a stronger approach.

Stronger still, is a mutual research project which specifies the roles
and responsibilities of each party, utilizing the laboratory techniques
developed at the Kuuin center and the field techniques developped by
the scientists at Ain Shams, to produce a jointly authored paper,
Jointly presented at conferences held in Israel or Egypt.

Ultimately, a long term, fully cooperative joint research program
might be mapped out, sharing a combined data base, and involiing
training of a small cadres of graduate students from both countries to
work on a single scientific problem of importance to the region. All of
these levels of cooperation make important contributions to creating
a permanent personal and institutional scientific network.

The parties to this cooperative project have somewhat different
priorities and pressures in the short term, largely as a result of
different domestic political climates. To the credit of all the
participants, they express considerabie sympathy for the political
contexts of their colleagues across the border. Howewver, they do not
seem to understand the political scene in the other country as well as
they might. For instarice, the Israeli scientists tend to blame
anti-Israeli sentiments on the actions of Egyptian radicals and Moslem
fundementalists, rather than appreciate that within Egypt such
sentiments have a broad base of support more analagous to the
conservative Likud coalition in Israel than to the followers of the
radical Kahane.

Israeli researchers are andious that the most publicized aspects of
cooperation take place. They tend to be disappointed but
"understanding” when Egyptian wvisits to Israel are cancelled or
reduced, or when their own trips to Egypt are restricted or
assiduously unpublicized. Their participation in such a program is



Justifiable at home by these public breakthroughs n Egyptian-israel
relations.

Egyptian participants are in almost a reverse situation. Their
paiticipation is justified by their role as equals in a world ciass
scientific research program that is of demonstrable benefit to the
well-being of the Egyptian population. Publicity which focuses on
visits by Israelis to Eqgypt. or by Egyptians to Israel is an anathema to
the bqyptian program. Such publicity appears to many Egyptians like a
political show reinforcing Israeli anc American Middle East policy at
the expense of Egyptian "independence”.

Important to the Egyptians are results - proof that the cooperative
project is of great practical and scientific importance, especiaiiy
medical importance. For this reason, the events surrounding the
outbreak of leishmaniasis at Ei Agamy are important. One could say
that Egyptian lives were potentiaily saved through the cooperative
respoanse to the crisis.

Also important to the Egyptians, is placing the cooperation with
tsraelis within a broader regional context. An important aspect of the
Aswan conference was that it was a regional conference which
inciuded Israelis and representatives of other Airab countries in Egypt.
This is not an easy srrt of event to bring about in the Middle East. The
presence of the Israelis had to be de-emphasized in order to allow the
participation of Sudanese, Jordanians, and others. There are
trade-offs between high profile bilateral activities and broader
regional activities.

the project and Egyptian pelitical realities. The project is more
probiematical within Egypt than in Israel. Within Eqypt, the regional
cooperation projects are, in a sense, out ahead of general government
policy regarding relations with israel. Although the proiect activities
are all approved by the government, they are exceptional in the
current political climate, which has changed markedly since the
inception of the regional cooperation projects. Before the lIsraeli
invasion of Lebanan, there were over 50 bilateral activities between
Egypt and Israel in the process of being apptoved, many of them
involuing considerable publicity, exchange of people, etc. All of these
plans were put on hold, and the few regional cooperation projects are



almost the oniy "people to people” type exchanges still occurring.

There is no general policy of the Egyptian government to foster these
regional cooperation projects. Each of the project depends on the
support of its own ministries and its own efforts to get each activity
approved. Projects which are located within an Egyptian line ministry
have an easier time than projects such as the ECUBD project which is
based outside a specific ministry. As a university-based, health
oriented project the ECUBD must approach the government through
two ministries, Education and Health, neither one of which has any
particular incentive to be overly supportive. The Ministry of Education
has a certain disincentive because university based programs are
possible targets for public student protest. None the less, the
administration of Ain Shams University, the Ministry of Education, and
the Ministry of Health have all approved all project activities,
including the proposed visits of Egyptian researchers to a conference
in Israel,

The only area of disappointment regarding the cooperative aspects of
the project is that the project remains relatively low profile in Eqypt,
rather than engaging in the kind of publicity originally hoped for. This
results largely from the deteriorating relations between Egypt and
Israel since Israel's invasion of Lebanan. The Egyptian participants
in the project are the best judges of what is an appropriate
level of "publicity” for the project within Egypt - the level that
magimizes the contribution to peace without discrediting the program
of scientific cooperation.

The continuing role of U.S. institutions (NIRID, AID) as third party tn
Egyptian-lIsraeli coeperation is important, and from the Egyptian
perspective, mandatory. tarly in the program it was recognized that
mechanism for cooperatich would have to be one in which an
American institution signs parallel agreements with fgyptian and
Israeli institutions. This is particularly important in Egypt, allowing
the Israeli connection to be emphasized or de-emphasized according
to the situation. Furthermore, in any collaborative project tensions
over arrangements and budgets are normal. The tri-national approach
shifts some ot these tensions to the American institution, thus
removing the chance that such tensions undermine the very
cooperation the program is meant to foster. Ironicaliy, shared



frustrations over minor budgetary matters emanating from NIAID and
USARID sometimes bring Israeli and Egyptian principals closer together.

9. Relevance to Development Goals

Some argue that the three diseases - Rift Ualley fever, malaria,
leishmaniasis - are hardly the major. public health problems in either
country, and that, especially in Egypt, there are huge public health
problems that need expert attention. There are 2 number of aspects
of this issue to consider.

a. Although the diseases do not constitute the principal causes of
mortality in either country, they do present real dangers and
potential threats. For instanace, one cannot predict that Rift
Ualley fever will not return to the area. Such diseases go in
cycles, Indeed, the surveillance activities funded under this
project indicate that there is no longer any natural immunity
within the livestock population of Egypt. Malaria has been
unerpectedly re-introduced into Israel as a result of the arrival
of the Ethiopian Jews. The outbreak of visceral leishmaniasis in El
Agamy was a surprise. The planned road between Egypt and
Sudan may bring more surprise outbreaks of malaria and other
human and animal diseases.

b. The project has built up an impressive generalized capability
to respond to an unknown viral infection, identify it, aduvise the
Ministry of Health of appropriate measures. This applied research
capability, developed as a result of the joint work on the
leishmaniasis outbreak, could prove useful in the future for
diseases other than those currently supported.

c. The project has recently added filariasis, an important "urban”
disease present in both countries, which is recognized as the
most important vector-borne disease in Egypt. This, along with
the inclusion of research on rikettsial diseases, will broaden the
public health relavance of the project without diluting the
excellence of the research or moving the project away from its



focus on vector-borne diseases.

d. As stated abouve. one reason for the success of the project in
tgypt is that it produces "good science", at an unusuaily fine
facility, in a university setting. The project may in time become
mote involved in research pertaining directly to the control of
these four diseases. |t may also in time become concerned with
diseases that harm a greater number of people. But there is no
reason why it must quickly expand in these directions in order to
fulfil the mandate of the regional cooperation program, or to
produce excellent and important scientific work.

e. Proportion. These three diseases are not at the heart of the
RID nealth program in Egypt which is investing many millions in
“child  survival” programs, on oral rehydration therapy,
immunization, and other efficacious child-saving
interventions.and population control. 1t is also important that the
Rin Shams program does not duplicate work Deing done under
other projects. The amount of RID funding for this Egyptian
project dealing with malaria, leishmaniasis, and Rift Ualley fever
iIs an appropriately small properdon of the total AID health
portfolio in Egypt.

10. Becommendations

1. The project should continue, largely under the current
arrangements and mechanisms.

2. Regarding high profile Israeli/Egyptian activities, the
recommendation is that these not be pushed upon the
institutions as conditions of the project. The Egyptian and Israeli
researchers can best determine the edtent to which cooperation is
feasible within the changing political and diplomatic matris of the
Middle East. Currently, this means that currentiy Dr. Sherif £l Said is in
the de secla position of judging within the project the immediate
imits of such activities. In the future, the political situation may
alter so that it is in Israel that the project becomes politically
sensitive, and it will then need to rely on Or. Rachel Galun in these
matters.



3. Ain. Washington should play a more active rele in project
management, especially regarding the cooperation aspects. RID, via
NIRID should encourage and facilitate more comprehensive joint
research pianning by the Egyptian and Israeli research institutions,
and see that such encouragement is reflected in the planning and
budgeting process. RID project management should also periodically
assess the progress and the climate for cooperation.

4. In Cairo, coordination between AID and the U.S. Embassy
needs to be improved. At present, responsibility gets tossed back
and forth a bit between the U.S. Embassy and A1D, although officers in
both RID and the Embassy have been helpful and supportive. There is
no simple solution since as an NIH activity, the project is the
responsibility of the Science attache, and as a centrally funded RID
activity the AID mission has certain responsibilities.

3. More specific authorily over certain institutional budget
line items should be granted to the Israeli and Egyptian
principal investigators. In particular, control over certain funds
(some of the travel, for instance) should be decentralized under the
next grant. The continued role of NIRID is essential, and NIRID has the
heavy responsibility for managing the contracts with the Israeli and
Egyptian counterpart institutions, and for maintaining the highest
standards of research and safety (with the completion of the P3
facility).

6. AID should revise and expand its document °“Criteria for
fAippraisal of BRegionalt Cooperation Project Propesals®™ to
incorporate some of the developments and lessons learned over the
past few years. The basic tenets of the document remain sound, but
the program has evolved so that some items which where presented
elliptically could now be spelled out more fully in light of recent
experience. A rewvision of the document might help AID identify
appropriate pro'ects, on one hand, and signal more clearly what sorts
of activities ore definitely inappropriate.

7. There should be communication among different regional
communication projects. Because of the political sensitivity,
problems with one project could harm the others. lice versa, sharing



experiences of handling some of the tricky aspects of the cooperative
work could be beneficial to all. At present, the Egyptian and Israeli
participants, the fAmerican contractors, and the responsible AID
project officers have little information about projects other than
their own. There are a number of ways to facilitate such
communication. One relatively expensive mechanism would be to
bring together the American, Eqyptian, and Israeli principals for a
workshop in the United States. One important output of such an
activity (discussed in section 3 of this report) might be the
identification of other appropriate areas and institutions for
cooperative funding. flso a formal workshop reviewing the actual
exdperiences of participants could contribute information and
perspectives useful to producing an edpanded and updated version of
the "RAppraisal Criteria” (recommendation 6).



ANNEX 1

Leishmania Typing Workshop at Ain Shams by Dr. L. Schnur



AIX SHAMS URIVERSITY
RESEARCH AND TRAIXIKE CEKTER
OX VECTORS OF DISEASES Ioidemiology and Control of

Artrropod-Borne Diseases in
Leypt

Faculty of seience building o !
Ain shars ymiversily 101 47 2acer
Abbassia. Caira. Evupl BIH = BIAID

AN SHAMS UKIVERSITY

|

o peply peler.

July 4, 1968,

Dear

You are cordially invived tv attend a 1 week worksho» on the culturing
and typing of Leisimaria varasites, Lectures and laboratory exercises will
be at the Center urder the direction of the MOH and the Air Shams - Research
and raining Certer on Vectors of Diseaces, from August 1 - G, 19823,

We encourage you to bring one junior member of your department to par-
teipute in the lecrure and laboratory exercises. The course s f1 e of
charge; however, transportvation and per diem expenses must be prov: led by
incdividual participants,

Frerequisite for attending the course is tnat all partieipating labora-
tories must bring their own strain of Leishmania donovani to the workshop.
AL speciation and typing results will be published in a joint communiqué by

the members of the tiping workshop under the direction of the Ain Shams -Uni-
versity Center, ‘ '

: I ) A Sincerely yours,
~ : /. i
S S an
VoS / ‘)
ya ;\‘ &,’ Y !" 1
AWy , S
Prof,Dry//4ly Massoud Prof, Dr., Mohamed A. Rifaat
Project/Leader, Epidemiclogy Froject Leader, \Letishmaniasis

I wish to artend the workshop on sveciation and typing of Leishmania
donovani ard agree to rrovide a Sstrain of L. donovant from owr laboratory
for typing analysis by me and my student at the workshop and to publish
the results conjoinily with the Center,

L A L I R B A R R I B A A I 2 RN I RS LN B I I I I I Y )

ignature of Professor : Date
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- P.Dr
- D Dr
- P.Dr
- P, Dr
- D.Dr,
- P.Dr.
- P .Dr,
- Dr.

Al=Motez Bellah Mobarak.

Mohamecd Al: Rifaart.
Adel Ibrdhim Merdan.

Aly Massoud,
Tosson Aly lNersy.

Magda Yousse?,
Samir Af.am,.

Sherif Il Sa:d.

First Under Secretary, MOH

Project Leader (Leishmania)
irector of the Center

Project Leader (Entomology)
Deputy Director of Center

Project Leader (Epid :miology)
Coordinator (Leishma ia)

Senior Investigator Leish-
manig)

Senior Investigator (Leish-
mania)

Principal Investigator

F o oK oK K ok o K K K K K

"Particivants Department Selected by
5 ) Fpidemi ogy ) P.Dr. Aly Massoud
e % Epidemiology %
K ) Parasitology,ASU3 P.Dr. M.A. Rifaat
Ao ; Center Af P.Dr. T.A, Morsy
o Parasitology, Alex. P.Dr., Magda Youssef
< T Eigé?iég%oiéuDEPti P.Dr. Magda Azab
e 20A P.Dr., S. Afram
e ] NAMRU-3 } Capti, C, Wallace
O ] NAMRU-3 3

All participants and their professors must sign the invitation
letter in order to participate in the workshop.
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WORKSHOP
Speclation and Typing of Leishmaria dondvani .
August 1, 1983 €:30-1Q:30 General Lecture Dr. Schnur
11:30:13:00 Approach to techniques i’
and rationale:
- Hisotology
- Animal culture
- Culzture in vitro
August 2, 1983 ©:3830-10:30 Demonstration: Dr, Schnur
- Sterile technique
- Autroclave "
- Lab note design
11:30-23:00 ) =~ Culture media o
1a:00-16:00 3 -~ Subculvure technique
- Incubator usage
August 2, 1983 9:30-10:00 Demonstration (Histo- ©P,Dr. Tosson
logy)
Microscope care and P.Dr. Afram
usage
11:00-12:30 Histology lab - P.Dr. Tosson
Viewing of slides P.Dr. Afram
14:00-16:00 Preparing slides from: P.Dr, Magda
= Bone marrow aspirate Youssef
- Culture tubes
August 4, 1983 9:30-10:30 Principles of typing/ Dr. Schnur
AgP technique
11:30-13:00 § Laboratory - AgP Dr. Schnur
14:00-16:00
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ANKNEX 2

“Detection of Leishmania promastigotes in field-collected
sandflies by radio-immunoassay”

loint Protocol Between Ain Shams and Hebrew Universities
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Epidemiology and Control of
Arthroneod-3orne Diseases in

Egynt
NCT AT 22667
NIH - NIAD

November 10, 1984,
Celladorative Research Agreement between

ATn Snams Uriversity, Researc” & Training Center on Vectors of Diseases
Aobassia, Cairc, Egypt '

&

recrew University, Hacassah Medical School
The Kuvir Certre for the Study of Infectious & Tropical Diseases
Jerusalem, Israe’

-

"itie of Joint Protecol: Detection of Leishmania promastigotes ir. field-collected
sandflies by racic-immunoassay.

JUnder NIH Research Contract Number NO1 Al 22667-22668 the Ain Shams Center
and the Kuvin Centre have been conducting research on Leishmaniasis, a disease
affecting both Egypt anc Israel. Efforts by the Ain Shams Center have focused
on epidemiological stucies of visceral leishmaniasis in F] Agamy, Alexandria Gover-
norate. Given the low rates of human and animal reservoir infections, it is not
unusual that entomolocical studies have yet to find naturally-infected sandflies,
despite hundreds of dissections. This remains a key point in docummenting the epi-
demiology of this disease. The Kuvin Centre has developed a new radio-immunoassay
technique that is capab’e of detecting Leishmania parasites in field-collected
sandflies. Wnile this does not replace dissection techniques, the value of the

new technique i$ tnat large numbers of field-collected s ecimens can be screened
q g




t

for parasites wit~ less effort. Alsc, the test is sensitive for detecting few
narasites per f'y, anrc specific in that each fly car be screened for the pre-

sence of different Leishrmania strains which may be present in an area. This

collaborative agreement outlines a study to detect parasite-infected sandflies

in o0

(RS}

Agamy by testirc tnar at both the Ain Shams and Kuvin Centers. This test

;31

will be establisnec at the Ain Shams University through this coilaborative |

effort.

1. Tne Ain Srarms Center, from September - October, 1984, collected sand-
lies in ' Agamy curing recgular field work and prepared for testing
by the racio-‘mmunoassay tecnnique. Sandflies for this test were

-

ectec insice houses by aspiration and outside by st cky traps.

.
co.

The Certer collected 2000 females.

2. Sancflies are preserved for the test in 96-well ELISA plates. For
sandfly identificetion, the head of the fly is placed in one plate in
alcohot, anc the bocy is placed in a corresponding well of another

ate. Plates will be sealed. The "heads" for identification will be
helc by tne Center anc the "bodies" will be sent to the Kuvin Centre
for paracite screening. Records will be kept by the Centre to document
the corigin of each fly. Parasite-positive flies encountered during
testirg will be identifiec to species by head measurements.

3. The Air Srams Certer preparecd positive and negative control sardflies
for the test. ?Pesitive controls include sandflies experimentally
infected with available Leishmania strains and negative controls are

wninfected <candflies from colonies.



&, Sancf'ies wi'' he sert te the Kuvin Centre individually tested using
monociora’ artirodies orenared against Leishmania species known to occur
in £ Agary. Positive flies will be reported to the Ain Shams Center,

whicn wil? “r turn complete species icdentificationof the infected sand-

R

This profect wil' berefit hoth parties if positive flies are detected in -
that the Ain Shams fenter will he able to incriminate tne sandfly vector(s) in
E7 Agamy, and the Xuvir Centre will be able to field test the new technique,
with acorepviate contro’s,

Results of the acreement will be reported to the NIAID, and jointly published.
Publication will follow only the signed agreement of all investigators. Author-

ship will be agreec uoon by mutual consert of authors and Principal Investigators.

Training:

Techniques inveolves in the establishment of this technique were discussed
¢ ring Dr. M. Loncner s visit to the Air Shams Center (November 5-11, 1984).
Following the estab’ishment of this technique a training workshop can be given
at the Ain Shams Center. This will nrovide experience to personnel at the Center
to enable botn Aip Shams Certer and Xuvin Centre scientists to share opinions on
¢ one to oe basis. /f 1oirt workshop could be planned in the future based on the

findings.



Investigators:

The Ain Shams University, Researach and Trairina Center on Vectors of Diseases:

- Dr.

- P.Dr.

- Mr,

- Mr,

- Mr

- Miss Sanaa Abdel-Gnany

Sherif £1 Saic

Tosson Morsy

Johr C. Beier

Said Doha

Shaban Ismai’

Hany Ahmed Kamal

Responsible for the overall coordination of

bath 'aboratory and fielcd work.

Maintain and provide Leishmania cultures for

sandfly infections.

Will assist with sandfly field collections

and prepare infected sandflies for positive

controls.,

Senior Technician

Senior Technician

Senior Technician

Seriior Technician

Will assist with for
sandfly 1 eld collec-
tions.

|
|
3
|

(will prepare sandflies for
testing)

The Hebrew University, The Kuvin Centre for Tropical and Infectious Diseases:

- Dr.

- Dr.

Mauricio Londner

S. Frankenburg

Test sandflies by the radio-immunoassay and

take part in the Ain Shams Training Workshop(s),

Will test sandflies by the redio-immunoassay.



Ain Shams University, Hebrew University,
Research & Tra‘nino CLenter on The Kuvin Centre for the Study of
Vectors of Diseases: Infectious & Tronical Diseases:

L e I R L T T T L T L T T T

P.0r. Ade' “ercar Dr. Dan Spira
Director of tns Cepter Jirector of tne “entre

------------------------------------

Dr. Rachel Galun

Principal Investigator, Principal Investigator,
No. NOT Al 22667 No. NO1 22668

P.Or. Tosson Morsy Or. Mauricio Londneg
P.L., Parasitology-Leishmania Head, Diagnostic Unit

Dr. John Beier,
NIH Resident Corsultant

Reviewed by NTH/NIAID:

.....................................

Dr. Karl Western,
Project Officer



ANNEX 3

"Rapid malaria diagnosis: The ‘dot test’ for antigen and antibody
compared to standard thick film and IFA"

A Joint Protocol Between Ain Shams and Hebrew Universities
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Eacyw?y of S;iencﬁ Sieg., 4&“&&& f Ly £ “
AdDass ., Cairo, Tyl VAP . ‘ PR S
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Epidemiology and Control of
Arthropod-Borne Diseases in
Egypt
NO1 Al 22667 November 10, 1984.
NIH - NIAID

Collaborative Research Agreement between

Ain Shams University, Research & Training Center on Vectors of Diseases
Abbassia, Cairo, Egypt

&

Hebrew University, Hadassah Medical School,

The Kuvin Centre for the Study of Infectious & Tropical Diseases
Jerusalem, Israel

Title of Joint Proiocol: Rapid malaria diagnosis: The "dot test" for antigen and
antibody compared to standard thick film and IFA.

Under NIH Research Contract Number NOT Al 22667-22668 the Ain Shams Center
and the Kuvin Centre have been conducting research on Malaria. Efforts by the Ain
Shams Center have focused on epidemiological studies in several endemic foci
throughout the country. Recently, a large-scale lTongitudinal study was completed

in Faiyum Governorate. Thick film and IFA tests have been completed and data are

being analysed. Both Plasmodium falciparum and P. vivax were found at low rates,
yet fairly high antibody prevalence. A main question is how can malaria be main-
tained at a hypoendemic level in some villages, while this disease is disappearing
in others. Perhaps a more sensitive assay for malaria antigen could prove useful
in determining low-grade infections. Low-grade infections are common in Egypt

and a more sensitive diagnostic technique is needed. The Kuvin Centre has recently



developed the '"dot test", which is capable of detecting both malaria antigen
and antibody. Principles are similar to the ELISA, yet standard equipment is
unnecessary since a color reaction indicates positivity. The technique should
be more sensitive for Ag detection than the thick smear test, and should also
be more sensitive than IFA for Ab detection. This technique, if proved effec-
tive, will provide a simple more sensitive tool for rapid malaria diagnosis,
with the advantage that it will be cheaper, quicker and would not require-

sophisticated <equipment. This collaborative agreement outlines a study to com-

pare the "dot test" for malaria Ag and Ab detection with standard malaria tech-

niques.

—
.

The Ain Shams Center will provide the Kuvin Center with filter paper
blood samales collected during a malaria study in Faiyum. These samples
were collected as duplicates, and thick film and IFA tests have already

been completec.

2. Initial tests will be done on 297 samples collected in Abheet (Faiyum)
during November 1983, a peak period of malaria t}ansmission. Samples
include 12 P. falciparum and 4 P. vivax cases, plus 70 positives by IFA.
Background information will be provided on storage procedures, and details
of IFA testing. Additionally, positive and negative control filter paper

samples will be provided.
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3. The Kuvin Center will test samples by the "dot test” for malaria antigen
and antibody (including titer). Testing will be done without access to

the thick film and IFA results.

4. Following completion of tests by the Kuvin Center, results will be com-
parec by both grours to determine how the test compares to standard

techniques.

This study will be the first step in "field testing” the new technique for
rapid mataria diagnosis. On completion the technique will be established at the
Ain Shams Center to strengthen capabilities for epidemiological Yeseirch. Imme-
diate applications could be implemented for projects in Siwa, Sinai :nd other

area.

Results will be reported to NIAID and jointly published. Publication will
follow only the signed agreement of al investigators. Authorship will be agreed

upon by mutua! consent of authors and Principal Investigators.

A Joint workshop will be planned in the future to further discuss the scien-

tific achievements and elaborate on training techniques involved.



INVESTIGATORS:

Ain Shams Universtiy, Research and Training Center on Vectors of Diseases:

- Dr. Sherif E1 Saic - Overall coordination of laboratory and field
WOrk
- P.Dr. Zeinab Hassan - Responsible for Faiyum Study, an? coordina-

tion of analysis,

~ Dr. Mohamec Hussein - Responsible for ccllection ¢f samples and

analysis of results.
- Miss Magda Sayed - Responsibie for laboratory analysis of samples.

- Dr. John Beier - Will assist with coordination and analysis.

Hebrew University, “ne Kuvin Centre for the Study of Infectious & Trrpical Diseases:

- Dr. Dan Spira - Will run "dot test".
- Dr. Mauricio Londner - W1l run "dot test".

- Dr. Graciela Rozen - Will run "dot test".



Ain Shams University, Hebrew University,
Research & Training Center on The Kuvin Centre for the Study of
Vectors of Diseases: nfectious & Tropical Diseases:

P.Or. Adel /¥=2rcan, Dr. Dan Spira,
. Y . .
Director of the Center Director of the Centre

S ~ o s (,.‘ .
‘/‘%//"21,/5{%{//////%;}/ ...................................
(% / ,

Dr. Shegrif ET Said, Dr. Rachel Galun,
Principal Investigator (No. NO1 Al 22667) Principal Investigator (No. NO1 Al 22668)

------------------

i /
B /_ﬁ ' ¥ " - / - './/
Nelleaa ks /LT: S0 ///.//55/4_. e

P.Dr. Zeinab Hassan, Dr. Mauricio Londner,

P.L., Malaria Head, Diagnostic Unit
0 ;77 T :‘5—‘////;7_7/

RS T Y & A S S 4 ¢ 7.

Dr. John Beier,
NIH Resident Consultant

Reviewed by NIH/NIAID:

.....................................

Dr. Karl Western,
Project Officer



ANNEX 4

Agenda for the ‘2nd Internationai Conference on The
Epidemiology and Control of Vector-Borne Diseases in the Near
East’

Aswan, Egypt, October 1983



dnd Intercdtional Conference on

The Lpidemiology and Contro! of
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The Near Fast

Acwan, Octrober 12-6:, 1983

(Oberoi Hotel)

October 1, 1983:
(Saturdav

October 2, 19835
(Sunday)
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Arr

1
€

AIN SHAMS UNIVERSITY
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AGENDA

Arrival (Near East Participants ir Cairo)

sit Naval Medical Research Unit No. 3 |
sit Serum and Vaccine I-stitute, MOH
sit Ain Shams Center
Departure to Aswan (Oberoi Hotel)
egistration
Opening Speaches:
H.T. Cereral Shawhky Fl-Metagin (Goverror

of Aswan)
H.E. Dr. Mchamed El-~Hashimy (President,
Ain Shams University)

Dr. Sanford Kuvin (Kuvin Center - EHebrew
University)

Dr. Bernard Talbot (National Institute
of Allergy & Infectious Diseases,

H.E. Mr., Michel Stone (Mission Director,
AID - representing H.E. American
Ambassador)

H.E. Dr. Yehia Hassan (Deputy Minister,
of Agriculture - aeputized by H.E.
Minister of Agriculture)

H.E. Dr.

Acefermy of

TVhvy a9 AT
Ibranim Zacdraen

(Head, XNstionsl

Science)

Poam )

[.€. Dr.

Sabri Zaki (Minister of Health-
Deputized by I.E. Prime Minister)

NIAID)
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1000 Coffee Break

030 Concept of Regional Cooperation:

- Dr. Mahmoud Mahfouz (Ain Shams Center)

[

-
W
(@3]

Concept of Multinational Couperation:

- Dr. Sanford Kuvin (Kuvin Center - Hebrew
University)

bord
[
o
-

Status Report of Regional Projects:

- Dr., Karl A, Western (NIAID)

- Dr. Rachel Galun (Kuvin Center)

- Dr. Sherif E1 Said (Ain Sham: University)
1230 Lunch (Oberoi Hotel)

2400 Leishmaniasis Update:

— Global: Dr. Franklin Neva (NIAID)

- Egypt: Dr. Aly Massoud (Ain Shams
Center)

- Israel: Dr. Lionel Schnur (Kuvin Cencer)

- Sudan: Dr. Sherif Hassan (National
Public Health Laboratory)

- Kenya: Dr. Larry Hendricks (Army

Research Laboratory)

- Bangladesh: Dr. Mural Khan (National Instit.
of Preventive & Social ied.)

1530 Coffee Break
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Malaria Update:

- Epidemiology

- Chlorogquine
Resistance

- Mosquito
Vectors:

Dr. Harrison Spencer (CDC)

Dr., James Jensen (Michigan
State)

Dr, Robert Gwadz (NIAID)

Rift Valley Fever Update

- Glcbal:

Dr. C.J. Peters (Ft. Detrick)

Reception (Hosted by H.E. Governor of Aswan -
Oberoi Hotel)

Discussion of Research Opporturities in Leish-

maniasis in the

Near Last:

Moderator:

Discussants:

Dr. Donald Heyneman (Univ.
California/SF)

Dr. Rifki Faris - Epidemio-
logy of Visceral Leish.
in Egypt (Ain Shams Center)

Dr. Samir Afram - Animal
Reservoirs (Ain Snams Cen.)

Dr. Tousson Morsy - Para-
sitology of CL in Eﬁypt
(Ain Shams Center)

Dr. J. Schlein - Potential
Vectors (Kuvin Center)

Dr. Dominique LeRay - L.
infantum in the Medi-
terranean (Belgium)

Dr, I'skild Peterson - Kala
Azar in East Africa (Ariz.
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Jlogy and Contro!l of
~Borne Diseases in
The Near Fast

wan, October {2-6), 1933

1030 Coffee Break

1100 Discussion of Research Opportunities in
Malaria in the Near East:

-

Moderator: - Dr. Franklin Neva (NIAID)

Discussants:

Dr. Mohmed Hussein - Epidemio--
logy of Malaria (Ain Shams
Center)

- Dr. Dan Spira - Rapid Diagnos-
tic Methods (Kuvin Center)

- Dr. Adel Mahmoud - Improved
Treatment Regi nens (Case
Western Resery 2)

- Dr. William Col’ ins - New
Malariometric Approaches
(CDC))

- Dr., Harrison J. Spencer -
Epidemiology Research (CDC)

1230 Lunch (Oberoi Hotel)

1400 Discussion of Research Opportunities in Rift
Vallev Fever in the Near East:

Moderator: - Dr. Robert Tesh (Yale Univ.)

Discussants:

Dr. Ahmed Sherif - RVF Sur-
veillance in Egypt (Ain
Shams Center)

- Dr, Alfred Saah - Epidemio-
logical Approaches for
Disease Surveillance (NIAID)

- Dr. Nathan Goldblum - Rapid
Diagnostic Methods (llebrew
University)

Dr. Adel Gad - Potential

Insect Vectors (Ain Shams
Center)

1
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1530 Coffee Break

1600 Consideration of Additional Research Oppor-
tunities in Vectbr-Borne Diseases:

Moderator: - Dr., Karl Wes'ern (NIAID)

Discussants: - Dr. Robert Gwadz (NIAID) - -
Filariasis

Dr. Robert Bercuist - Schis-
tosomiasis (Sweden: WHO Con-
sultant)

- Dr, Richard J. Deckelbaum -
Parasitic Enteric Diseases
(Hadassah Medic .1 Organiz.)

2000 Reception (Hosted by H.E. Dr. Sa ri Zaki,

Minister of Health - ‘beroi Hotel)
October 5, 19£3: 0830 Working Group Sessions Chairman
- Leishmaniasis* - Dr. Aly Massoud
- Malariax* - Dr. Zeinab Hassan
- Rift Valley Feverx* - Dr. Medhat Darwish

(* Medical Entomology, under the supervision
of Dr. Adel Merdan will be subdivided into
three disease groups)

1030 Coffee Break

2100 Working Group Sessions (Cont'd)
1230 Lunch Break (Oberoi Hotel)
1400 Verbal Presentation Working Group Reports

1530 Coffee Break
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Group Reports

Tour of Philae (Time permitting)

2000 Farwell Dinner (Hosted

by H.E. Dr., Mohamed

El-Hashimy, President of %in Shams Univ.)

October 6, 198Z3:
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Pre
Projects:
- Discussion

- Future Activities
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Closing of Meeting
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sentation of Recommendations for Regional
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ANNEX 5

‘Regional Collaboration Studies, 1985 - Dr. Sherif El Said



RECIONAL COLLABORATION STUDIES: (1985)?

(Dr. Sherif El Said)

Regional collaboration remains an important part
of the scientific activities at the Ain Shams Univer-
sity, Research and Training Center on Vectors of
Diseases. During the past year projects in parasito-
togy, epidemiology, and entomology have c.:lminated in
severa. presentation at international confercnce and
acceptance of manuscripts to international journals.
The ongoing regional collaboration recently culminated
in a regional meeting at Shoresh, Israel where scien-
tists from the Ain Shams Center, the Kuvin Center for
the Study of Infectious and Tropical Diseases, and
selected participants from the institutions discu: sed
the results of ongoing collaboration and planned . 4di-

tiona. wWOTk to be initiated over the next 6 month. .

Collaborative studies in parasitology included
leishmanial strains identification. Prof. Tosson
Morsy and Dr. Lionel Schnur have continued to eluci-
date parasites borne by rodents and dogs in the Alex-
andria area as well as in other parts of Egypt. They

have demonstrated for the first time that Leishmania

masjor can be found in the RES of dogs. In addition,
they have identified a crithidia-like organism found
in both dogs and rodents which may have clinical
importance in humans. This most recent finding 1s the
widespread distribution of this organism. Dr. Morsy
will be initiating a study of Sylvia reservoir hosts
with Prof. Schlein and Dr. Lionel Schnur of the Kuvin
Centre. This will concentrate on potential rodent

reservoir for VL on the periphery of El Agamy.



‘

Another aspect of parasitological research

inclucdes stucdies in bancrofti filariasis. The Center

has demonstrated high endemicity of this disease in
various arccs of the Nile Delta. Dr. Ade: Gad and
Prof. Ahmed Shoukry have identified several vectors
coexisting in the same locality which can maintain
transmission over an entire warm ceason. Recently,
DOr. Cuad has identified epidemic filariasis in the
veriphery of Cairo. This results from the encroach-
ment of populated areas into agricultural! land con-
taining vector breeding sites as well as filarial -
infected individuals. To study such a unique problem,
the Ain Shams Center and Kuvin Center in collaboration
with Dr. Eric Ottesen, are developing a method to
detect circulating filarial antigen. This would

allow blood samnling of people in a focal study ar a
during cay rather than at night which 1s necessary to
detect microfilaria. In addition, this would improve
sensitivity for detecting filarial infection. The
regional groups included would combine expertise and
technical facilities to produce monoclonal antibodies
for detecting filarial antigen. This work has been
initiated this past year and will receive continued

attention over teh next 2 years.

A third study in parasitology concentrates on
serodiagnosis of parasitic infections. Prof. Tosson
MOrsy at the Ain Shams Center and Prof. Mauricio
Londner of the Kuvin Center in collaboration with
Dr. Suzan Ciannini have compared the accuracy of
several serological methods in detecting leishmanial
antibodies. They found that in both animal and

human sera, racdioimmunoassay (IRA) is the most precise,



althcugh followed by enzyme-linked immunosorbent

assay (ELISA). Hemogglutination inhibition was neither
sensitive nor specific. This project continues. Dr.
Morsy 1is setting up the capacity to perform dot ELISA
at the Center. We anticipate several exchange visits
between Prof. Morsy's staff{ at the Ain Shams Center

and I'rof. Londner's staff, at the Kuvin Cen“er over the

next 5 months.

In epidemiology, Prof. Rifky Faris at the Ain Shams
Center has collaborated with Prof, Londner in conduct-
ing a serosurvey of El Agamy, the focus of visceral
leishmaniasis (VL) in the Alexandria area. Both scien-
tists and their respective teams screened more thar a
thousand individuals in a population-based survey - hat
extendec over 18 months. This work identified ris’
factors for acquiring leishmanial seropositivity as
well as individuals in the incubation period of VL.
Further studies between both groups are planned over
the next 18 months. In particdlar, they plan to describe
the epidemiology of VL in areas outside of El Agamy
where risk factors appear to differ from thos of the

current focus.

In entomology, Prof. Bahira El Sawaf and her staff
have initiated a collaborative study with Prof. Mauricio
Londner for identifying leishmania-infected sandflies.

Prof. Bahira has collected Phlebotomus langeroni in El

Agamy where they are the suspected vector of VL. Prof.
Londner has then used RIA to detect the presence of
leishmanial parasites. This is one of the key tools to

implicate P. langeroni as the principle vector in El Agamy.

This work remains ongoing.



A seconc Collaborative study in entomologv in-

ciudes particular aspects of Culex pipiens bionomics

in Egypt and Israel. This study is being carried out
by Dr. Adel Gac at the Ain Shams Center and Prof.

Rachael Calun at the Kuvin Center. Each of the groups
have cescribed breeding stie ecology anc autogeny and

comparec the cifferences between the two area-. The

study has demonstratecd that Cx. pipiens pipiens extends
rom

r

r

Israel to souther Egypt.

A thirc collaborative study in entomology exists
between Prof. Adel Merdan of the Ain Shams Center and
Prof. Joel Margalit of the Kuvin Center.

!

At tne Shoresh Conference in Israel! during Me -,
1985; several additional projects were discussed. This
included worx in rickettsial disease, viral diseases,

and immunology. The protocols for these projects are
being prepared by the interested Ain Shams Center scien-
tists and their Kuvin Center counterparts. We anticipate
continued indenth collaborative projects with the Kuvin

Center for the next 5 vears.



ANNEX 6

Statement of Work
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Attachment #£1
PIO/T 298-0150-3-5626018

STATEMENT OF WORK

Objective

To obtain a review and recommendations on the current status,
instituticnal significance, and future directions of the Egypt-lsrael
cooperation via the Epidemiology and Control of Vector-Borne Disease
Project (ECVBD), one of the Regional Cooperation Projects.

Scope of Work

The consultant will review the AID Regional Cooperation appraisal
criteria and assess:

a. The the original clarity and continuing appropriateness and
validity of the original assumptions, criteria, and objectives
of the ECVBD project.

b. The accomplishments, and future prospects of the ECVBD project
to achieve the stated cooperation objectives, given the current
project status, political and institutional and developmental
climate of the principal cooperating institutions in Egypt and
Israel. The reporting on this set of issues will also include a

description of the principal collaborative accomplishments and
discuss any difficulties in establishing a balanced
collaborative working relationship between Egyptian and Israeli
counterparts. Unforseen external factors, negative and
positive, should be identified and discussed along with any
unforseen outputs and effects in each country setting.

c. Possible program/criteria redirections or adjustments which
- might increase opportunities for cooperation between Egypt and
Israel in vector-borne disease epidemiology and control, or
other shared priority biomedical or health services problems.
d.  Suggested new opportunities and future directions, should the
political and institutional situation permit a deepening and
extension of the cooperation program.

The consultant shall conduct select interviews with key Egyptian and
Israeli decisionmakers on location in Egypt and Israel, as well as
with management staff at the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda,
and project officers at AID. He shall collaborate on an ad 1ib basis
with at least one ke, member of the NIH scientific research
evaluation team, between August 30-Sept.l5, 1985.



3. The consultant will prepare a written report to the Project Officer
of the ECVBD Project (Nicholas G. Studzinski, 235—2205; covering the

following items:
a. His findings as to the above.

b. His recommendations for U. S. program and policy concerning
Regional Cooperation in the area of vector-borne and other
priority disease control problems shared by the two countries.

C. Report

The report per B (3),above, is to be submitted within 30 days of
completiofi of travel to Egypt and Israel, and should be between 15-20
pages in length, including a 3-4 page executive summary.



