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Around 1'960, Sir John 'Hilson t'epreserutitt1l~ the R<OJyal
Commonwealth Society for the Blind (ReSD) vi$ited Grenada.
and emplcyed~rSl'O Stella "ecJkles to wort illU the S(Oiciety of
tbe F'rlend:9 elf the Blind w:9 'Workshop as a lfull-lt;Jilt''e teacher.
'Th,t! Society elf tllue F'dleruds <OJf the Blind" which vas establish
ed 1'0 1'96lO, is t ..e l1.oc<lIl affiliate of the CiI:'lIlriboo<iln C'OiIUJIlciJl
for the BlInd.

IM.t':9 .~~eclklles" ill1l lL ll,ll1ll,ll" w.tJIs.ii UllstrWlmJi!H'lltal lUll lhIi£l1t1.li.ng Barclays
Dank, don,ate the f\l!,n:dls to lbilUdllL,d the eye ~Illrd uU'lId operating
theatt'e. She .:u::tu.alLlly :£;tlJllPYel:wil:s:ed the CiOonst'n,lction of the
bulldtncq.. ''['he \Q)penil\lllilJ Ce1I"~~tiOia1lY 'UioJI'as attended by PI' :hl1l:e Minist.er
~aurl<e,e Bishop. ':»rs.. fo'tr',llmlk .[\Ia1l\!! Ell izabeth COll'lJstan t bile " F'liC'S"
donated supplies" eq~.li@iiltOrenlt.., and tJimJc t:<QI the eye dep'iaIrtmcnt
over a. number of yc.alr':Bl. 11»lr' .. f'caaulk C'lQifllSltantiirue perfOil"ttted the
first eye operatJl.lQia1l 11 catalt"ll'Ilc:lt i&~tl['a<ctii\Qlaulf.liau Hue newly COifllstn.lct
ed. eye theatre on lD>eee~loor n\OJ.., Jl~7/9.

''[Ihe eye <eli,niLe 'Was sttiLnlL oo.iiroiIJ held in iEM sm~lJ, congested
room in a Sep,lllr'.a,te bUllihHiifdq. So in n<9)$(Ql" Htt;~~. 'NIeckles with the
help olE Rcse 'Was slUIc:cess!ful lin sec1lJII"irog tfiia1lialncial aid ffl'(H1tll the
loea l EU,r,ope,an ImCiOlroiOla:1!l jie: C<OJ!J!!Il1m\\J.lla1l.ii, tty T'epl'€'sC'1T\i 11:11 t i ve tto cons ttr1lJIct
the eye c II iLa1lli..c.. "Uue ey'e c U J1llic 'U'as bllJliULIt: ::\1 ll9llBlOl edliirecttly under
the eye 'W,i! rd ..

F'r\Qlrn 198((J)- 19$]" Ithe e~ye de~Nn.. ttmlllent WcilI3: serfJ1ed by Cuban
ophthahnoD..ogii.,:sts.. Since n.9}lll1" \tll'ne Hl:f' has JrI!~crlUl:iited bOith long
telrTn and Item,polr'ary vollll.mtteer oplhlt,ll'na]llmIOllocgists. '1i'wOlJIEF' OlpB1lthal
anologists tn,ave been :stat.ioned in Grenada fOlr lengthy peri(lds.
!Miss A .. lM .. S .. Connell" FRCS" <.Ol\7er the yeatrs hag;; cilInSOl helped re
crtLJlit voh.mteer ophtthaD,mmoloqii,st,s', fOlr Grell~adla~ ']"lturee GreJ\\adian
ph.ysicians h,ave :sblldies f<o>r a ID>~O. degree lUlll1lder ~ns. Connell in
Barbados. Sister JJ'((l)an IDllUluucauu wltuo has wOlrked! :ii n the eye depart-
ment. for if'lllany years has ~$lUlpplied, couut.blllUlit.», to ttlue departnment.
Sh.e h,as tll:'a ined \Illwmer<o>lUls studeuut, uuurses in eye care.

Below are a !List. (OJf umvajj(Q)r accC/JlD1lllpJLisM'rmts Ib:)~ Itlhle IEF', January,
1985-June" 1989.

Pr:i.mnary Ere Care SemmiU1lan:'s. Four two-day primmary eye care
semminars were held in April" 19$9. A tOltal of 31 nurses" public
health, di.strict" and c<OJ1I1l1ll1ll!\IUlD1litty bealth nurses received didactic

I!lUl1l!'rr If .. rMctLl!'ll!ltl~. IHIlD... lFA[S
IEnil' tr.IrW.B.. tt... IrIEmerr.B1 1II~~lJlh.B1

'3i't,. tri!'<l!l"'lj'f"';" ltirremJlIt!.~ WI. nnrdliilf$

1T~nl!'iP~,M"'f:: ((iBWJ)) >lI"~·N:H ed. 1N
((I!'<IDll)) 414141·<1I~·1l'J ~nl!
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and practical training in eye care. ~rs .. ''lr'Iill\~IA'!W lQl~rbeC'llt"

ophthalalc nurse facilitatct' ~lUl the 1L£1"1t 'he.B.ped clO'l.udinate
the seminars.. "['he stt1.d.nars wereruV" by Slstl(;lC JIoO ll)'1UJO"lHCan and
Ms .. C.. Gibbs" VarlllOlllllS pllannhui!J Gl;e:e~.,itlJJs ~eJre 'held "",lth ~Ur:a: ..
Parrott" KB. RoO DOlla~ and other own <Oi1f'ficlals ..

Sch,oolScreeniln;s !P>t<Q)~IC-ilIJm.. '1l'lhJe $I,))clety of the f'riend$ of
the Blind has IQlt.gantziO:idl Wllttltu UU~ If};!l'UctCJli.Vra.geL'l'\~I1It: ii~nu} back Il.»p of
the eve deparl~lentlt a ptiOl9r.c'll,~ OJ(\fislth~NJ tUue pttnrt\\alt'Y s:c'bools
to screen for l«tipail.u:'eiCll \flsion an~'l olther ophthallmic problemls.
'These school visits have !been c,allrrli,ed ())ut by I!'Us. RoO <George,
Or." Ellison" !Ms .. n4 .. Br.\QJ'I.I1n., and ~i! .. CoO S!K.OlV ..

,E~e Cl!:nlc and,iQlpc!"~~g:.~!:!$" "ibn- lI'Il~1' ~r e\fe
oper,at~ons, allllJl.miber (Q)f p-t'ltll,e:nlt$ ~lll~~lIlIllV'1l UlJ'~ 'C''Y'e c.l.iv'll1c, iiUlHdI

the admlssions to the eye 'UJ,illlr:'<dl !C:tOlg\lttiiV1.lll1e to iV1.lcrease.. Ste'e
,statistics sent with mtlonthlly aiClt.fl.wiLtvre~)ort fcr v,>ec, $8, Jan-
Feb.., 89.. Oue to tl::he S:ultr:qii..caD.. !blM:Kll<Oi\CJ tl::h~ V1.I1iJllwbc-1' or surgical
sessions were increased Ifr'lo)J:~\ tOiV1.lIl! ttOitvo per 'lifleel( shortly after
my arrivaL

..
Over the ll~ years that n 1hla~ce Jb,'\C'cn Jill)) Q~;lrelllladlaw folUll' s:ff.m.1or

ophth,alrdc residents have wlQlrlked ill'll the (f~''l!'t~ deplaril:lil>'I'Emt each for
,4-5 weeks, Or~ R~ 'X'eii.nh;aus" l1)).r .. H. N.~.lU1les;lhJH [»r .. p" Svitl'Zl, and
Or" M. Kuper.wase r.. 'These OF!ll1lt.1hlall:ormiic res iidk'IllJit:s have been in
structed in sur.qi.caR. pr.'oc,edulr'es and cJl.(OJSte'U~! $~Il.»~tel'viis:ed in the
eye cllnlc~

A !fair arnou\t'lt of mmy tiimme frn.JIS !been spen\ltt lm\illJill'lltaiillllinq arDd
repairing ophth;allmliLc eqlUlii.pmm;ent. tnall1lY Jill1lslt':1rIlDmmClIlIt!:.5; <illll1ld various
equipment have been sent o'llerseas fOl(' repaiilr or r'zplace'lll!\\ent.
'This cost ha:s been nnet by the H3:F.. Also lI'll\l,llDn'I~1rOl\UlS diOlUlla.tioJTlis have
been obt,ained by 'the U::F foT. tfrnre~ eye depa:!!]rltnn1C'll1lIL "Jl"hes;e diOlJTliattions
include intraoclIJIlar lens w qlloves:, eye drops" eye OJ.iill'll1l:.meJTlit w syrinqes,
IVtubingw viscoelastic aqents" blades" s1l.Drqrica1 instrum:ents,
ophthalmic s,aline so[,ution5" oplhltfrnabmic b\Ullllbs, oooks, teachirDq
aids w eyeglasses w 5uture mmateriaLll" mmetal ey<e> shie:nds, surgical
drapes and qowns w etc. Cloth walS actually !PJ\UlJI'cltbased frolll!\\ a loca1
merchant and a seammstre5S was emnployed to l1!1l\31llce IDlIDrE!' drapes and
gowns for the ophthalmmic u:mH:. IHany letters Ihlawe heen written
to obtain equipment for the depar1l:..mment ..

I!'uttlfrr rr .. IftIclL,t'1l't!!)i1l1. !'lID... rr,f,[S
l£he @ri>l':!"ll..... [n><t"U<II ft Hll~"~~ 11<11n
't~", (~I,",~E"$ .. ~~"IE'~"'B(/I.JI. \iii .. nmo:!lIII/f'$
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Outreach ft¥e..£,llnJcrs. 'll'!Ju~ (Q)tUlt~'each er~:cllj~i~swGtoilnd
Dras" $It .. !DavId· Sit ,SautellJlrs w WltqC:tlQl.f'lill" IGoiUllyave.., IlnJltt.JI.<elted by
Dr. .. lM .. Rhadem and Sister. J1 ~ lVi\UlncilJil.., lhlJld be'<C'\O~!e less ~lcttlvew bUllt
now they have been lI:evit<ll!Il.J.'zcd ~nd itllre held lOin a -rte",;ular
schedule.. 1Vir... C .. 11'~Cl'tdes:tte has bte'l(tn hustr~~nttan. lV'll sal.»pportllrlltLJ
these clinics ;tliflld eiflllSJlI1Ir'h'\l<!j t!hliO!$t!! cllhulIC:9 ~[!O' lhlelld OJ1ll aretgular
schedule ..

PublicJlltlCOJifIIs. "luu .atlrt.llclle Ihl:ill!Sl <llIJPitvl!!'atJriO'd .lin t!:JH)' P;aVll l\m.:e-r:li.cflIln
A'Ss,oC!latloR lQif \QJ@lllutllua h~r,Q)lll[)gY":5I Il1JiO'~!Slll\l.1'ttl!l'r c'I(J'Ullcerru,iiV'll((j \thiS' eye
depar.lbment .nIiflld illIriiiQl!tJlliQr' slimdLn..alr 'i'll'tilcll.<C'ils ~.lHO;;QIU1l Ito he plUlb.l11slhl(!·d
in th~ <C<Dintm~auitf lE:ye9le.a)JHu... ~1ll <L'lIlt'ttiiclle.., 1l'~irll~Ji.\Oinall" qj)SC 011 Orp~ll
thah:nic lMelCJjlcatll<QIuus i/'iQl[' til1le n~\QJU1l-({))fP>lhlltlhl,~jnml\O)U(Q,<gJ.lL$;tt.'" w.ll.ll.11. soon ~\P-
pear In tl'h••, ILOJ(,::J>S G:6\Ullllletln.. «))l111r staltil stt.lics CL'VU'I! bUJmdness in Grenada
are beli.allllJ Pll:'cp,tn~!dl t(\Q)r @i\lllIbJU.li.c.ettt..li.tQJU'D.. <rNiO'lr 1141 w(QJ(Q)(QJ out.patient eye
challrts wet'if! reviewed "md ]]'SJ lbU.iill1lrll n)iIC'Opll.e l),WtP.!'r<e' ident.ified.. '1l"he ~

lleadiru'lJ CAuses of. bUmlluuc:s;s «lin! C«lIttaraclts w !f,¥ll.<IlIUlICCQ,ma, <IlI:m) rettina1"
d l~s!Q)r.der.s.. .

Slit n,a~l[» [·?L (',illlrlt"l.n!tCiQl\Ul.. GY. bHollrnlliclro)sc!Qlpe was carried to
C,alrrll.,ac-ou' so ltU1lJltt:: iDJtr .. ~,JlJJm\iQ;o)\Ulndl lhlave iilliC'CeS$ to this inst:IlUlment..
at t~H! l<OJca 1. U1)<OJ:SlIP ii, ita. n.. ..

C\QJrutiLmJlliU1l<.l) al:!dllllcaltn<OJuu.. n. iUlltt'eU1ldlc'dl ttUu:' ,,~,({~ opihttUmUlllI\liic: m-eetiD1l95
to IUp-idLate ~lIl1ysen.f: D.ml the 'n<alttf!:'stt. adl~irll11lCeS; :~rrll ](!))L ltedm:ii~ll!es.. 1"his
was «faraeii,au lO>trrllcr to @nr<o>vicrlle (fil \CSiIt <C' na:5>:5> II ip,Hllttha.1lmdic Dnedic<IlIl
c,are wltuii,ch is eXlPcclt.ecdl Ihletr<e ..

Cariibbea:ra C01UluudLl tfOll"' ItUll'e' n3lU.iiUlld.. aADeeltJiU1l91S were alttended
ii,n ''['lriLraiLd.ad iinll Oct<OJber" R.19Jl8l$"iL1.Ill;d1liU1l Slt, .. L1lll<c'iia iiUll lIIpril, 1999.
''['he meet Iin,!!s <dI iLsc\Ul~$:secdl iDJplluttlhlahlllli.c mmoIDll1lpKOiWOlt:'1!' u'lleedis (1)Jf the eastern
Car li,bbeall1l..., rcq ilona R. approacllu,es Ito JbJ n.. imllll1less; !p'lreveuu tti<r:m, lTllational
eye care aw,areness plr<OJgraJlm\sw C\UlIr'reUlltt (Qlplhltt:nll:1l hidle: silt1lllattioDll Ov'll

thevarii.,(o>1Uls iL:sILaro.d Ull,altiLoro.s llnll tt:he if!'iUlsltif!'1!'Dll (C~'ll1!'.iiJb,lb:eaU1l w an<dl-format-ion
<OJ! a Carii.bbe,an s(l)ciLetty <OJtf <OJlPllutt.lhliill.llmmiDJlloqistts.

''['raining. off St1lll.<dlent tDlUllrses;. "lI"lluis Ihlas lb:eeUll an oUll<!)o.bll«j
activiLty off Sister Jr. [)\Ulncall1l.., !Ms .. C .. Gibbs. ,:<mdl m\yseUf. Hooks
and other ed1UlcatifQln,al :'JUlatte.rii..al have beeJlll Jp.,][~J)wi<dled Ito some of
!the sblldeauts. "

!lI8dll',r IF .. IfIIrtl"'<I;tlml" "'Ill .... lF~r$

[hI!! r~!'ip.lll'rIL .. rr'f'!~"'<lln 1!I\:J$~ftl1~n

'Ii'!... {(;.,!,!)"])'F" '1;.. (!;"1f'~\,u<tlJl.. Ill:. III1'\lllill';,

ll;fll!r~)~·,(tr"':: ((;)l'rJ'll)) '1llI:ID-;I:$'iill I!'d .. Ul
{(film'll)) ,~,Ull->11;j1,ll~ lI!uIlIlf
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Dr. C. ~~deste. ~r. ~~wd~st~ ]oi~ed th~ ~y~ departm~nt in
January, 1'999. &fer preS~mce has been felt: in a ~\ll.mIber' of ways ..
.She has been .a valu,able ,;tss~t ilHud S~te (.)If' thethivug$ we were
able to acciOJ~!pIlJlsh 'WCJILulld lhJ,ave be!N'Q h~iPiOJ:Bsiblle ViUll>OiUt her assJ.sttei1lVllce ...
A'S mnent toned pt"ev t<OiltJlS n. y :!l'U1J~ lhJa:sJ ItI C J!i lCried Ullet twlllll'" ii-n \O!tl!).alVllizing
and attending the outreach distri,t eye clinics.

Jt would strlQllJ1jilJllr rec\Qi"~I.tllnl~tt1ld IDir. a~d~ste U"ert1l'-t"lin in the eye
deparU'tlent IQInce n n.\C./1\V~.. J\JlIt.h\OllU!ifJJlMJ IDir .. a-todeste is IwnabJle to per-'
':'iQ)f[lU i.ntraoculLr.l[' $\UI'f,i(Jcryw $U1JC iC'illIUb II:UiilgfUose illlvud treat conjuncti
vitis" corn'eall. ulcer'a" <!JllalUlclQ;l!m\i\" l!m~Sllt, lQJCllllll"lIlE: ltt".tllllJl1!ll\'a, a-nd the
.rna.jjorlty olf the other eye \PIr'<o>lbJlt!l'~ls W'hiclhl !P''C@;j'seUllt to> the eye cllll1ic ..

l[ would a ll:SiQite<C:()Iimw.I~a'lldl [))['. IHIOldestc \he S(!'Vllt It<e. B,iuJo;ados for
a two-year cou[':se lead hl~ lbol ;ilI lDJ .. OJ. deqIrcc.. n have had pre-
lirninatr·y di.:scussiLiOn:s; with a~$j .. ~ .. C'\OJouuedU, rH~(,Sw ii-n Barbados
concet:'nii.ng this Q'lltaltter'. '1I"lhli!! e)~e Dllte'eds Jlf <G;n~l!mada are enormous,
.ami the eye dep>a['t.lttH~nt CJUll ~!£!' n, Il \l.USrt.: It.\!<QO lQ;phiUlIa:.umoJ!.ogistl:.s.. "

Promotion.. n: was tUlDll'ilbne Ito olbJtiL'liilJU a ~),rou\1li<otiO)Vll for S:iLster
Joan Ou.ncan" OutstaDllJiilJ1lg nUlUlrSIe' oj[ the Year ll9lBllBl" lOJr for ~D:ilss

C.. Gibbs.. Sister Du.ncan sho\l.lllLdl lbJe plr<O>51!I\Olte<dl to departrn:enta1
sister and IMs. Gibbs PJrolJ!U\!OJt,~d to ward s:ii$t~r ..

W"t7 .Cost s.pectaclle IProd!\l.Ilcti'OJIlil.. AlltlhloilJ.ll'9'lh tfUllll1l<dl:ii.ng" through
t.h.e AgFllmd" had been identified! by PAnErDJ the~ work.shop did -not
rmateri·alize due to stroDllg 0PJPiosiitioll1l by t1flle lOlcall Oiplt:ii.ciiall1ls ..
'This was after mumerou.D.S lImleell:,ill1lgs with officials fronm tlhHe' a-~OH,

PAUlO" and the Caribbean CotUlncil for the Blind. h IP'hB£O cOlDlls1l11
t.ant .actually visited Grell1lada ready ito begin ltJraiDllillllg olf hlam':!i
capped workers.. "ll"his workshop would have gJ'lfoviLdedl. ern1ployment
for bandicapped Grell1ladi.ilns" liDJ~ cost spectacles fill1lancially access
ablet.o the underpri\i AJl.edged GlrenadiaDlls, aD1ld eveDlltually an eyport
product. for Grenada.

I!\ulllf" If .. ~tlllf'I1'1<~~"". H'IID... IFJl[S
1£)'1f ®I:II'~irll ... 'Wfll!llf",,,,l liiinl;lflll!ll
'),'!. .. tW!":oJ.';!'''~. ~:re""JI~ll. Il// .. nrr>'lIn!'$
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OehthalmOlllQi5i~t_R~flL<IJ!\C:eaml!1t!!.. !l)jiSiClUlgsiiQIVlJS lbetv&en lEi". and
the lP~n .. ptrliOlr to ~y CiQI!l1\1 U'U9 t\QI l(i;refb~d.a(p 1l''lJIreed tll1lit'\lt III Grenadian
pbysician st\lldyi~NJ f\QIr a lhJi'lJlll1leJr \QIp1JlJtll1lalLmdi.c de<g)t~e iV'll ttue- lVK
would retut'n to Grtlmardla <a!mlrdl CQlw~Jrli.t'VG))ioIIiiU\l m~ prJlcQiJr to mij7 departllJlJre ..
Altho)ll.l:q'h this lhJas l1IIolt IhHlIlP['.f,fllmlecdl" J1. It Ji.,1;; lhJ\Q):~l"!l'd tlt1lil.1t tlhJis ptuysiciaru
doe'fJ pi-an ...0 t<abuifIJ t<o> IGrett1J,tl!dltlt CQlV'lltC:e lluiis st!;.llydie>s i!~rf!l' ,c'(j}m,p'lleted ..

~e[' {IQIJrf];yc 1D>~[i!JlJrtlmfrl71lt.. 8t.ttei1l\iiPJt:s 'i!lt'ere n~lJlde tOi obtain
a laser 1flQ)l[' Uua lQiYlI:!! tdllC!JlMttllD!ell'llt lfiOll' lI:.reil)ltlJlt~ll'IIt lOIf patienit9 lt1l",ving
pr.'olilfeltati.v.e dl<l1lbetiic reltll.rtu<O>jp!J!I!t1tuy. lDilisc1l1l!SiSJiollls W'ell"~ lhielldl witlhi
IMr .. fftrnest J\QIlhJn. GJIrre:s:itdlellUt w ID.>ii.J:lIooltlic 8t.ssCOicJi.i£lItioUll COIf Glt.'cUlIadla, who
has sOllln'ght overseas lf1l1lIl'llI(UU1l1!J if<Oilr ltltu I1s[Jl,'lIseJr • IP'U\UBO ~as: iilIpproached
cOrQcenuiauq IUlSilaTNJ the 1l(l;'M! C(l;'S)t :lJj rr)i!C'c:till C' [~tf\lmdl$ (f1!)J1' plUil'chasiinq a
lla:ser.. ~s ¥(et" these ~ft[\Ollrlt:Jj; ltu~lll'Jl£!' D'1J(Qilt IfJil'lQIl'JtC'U\l s. Illicce:SSillUtll. ..

lllellow ~'llt'e Jl U,stt. (())If U:<C'iC<!.U1Jlliil'~I~U1ldlilltlilQJU1l lflQJIJloW'iru9 I'tlly lt01l.»1' of
du.ty" JTaann,alry" n~$:Bl-\J)\llJIl1llG!1f n.~fBl9.. •.
1.. iDlr .. J>~OJd:eslte sh(Ql1l1lhJl f<e'l1lthllllml :li1J)) the e'ye :'(~pal'ltmerutt and be
encouraged Ibo o1bta lin <.:11 1Dl. <Q). dlC'Q) 1l".1C'<e' ii I11l lB'<i1Ir::JldOi5.

J.. A It:'ep lacemen t oph Itlha~.mnYo>lll.Oi\!j i s It s,hOJ1!.ll nd lt~ II <Q:ca \ted Ifbr Ithe eye
department ..

4. The eye department sho1!.llld be f1!.llrnished Ni~h the necessary
'5iuppl.iLes to ensure smooth If\UlncttlioniiD1lg.
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