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Afghanist is 1&nd.30ck@d and approxinatsly the slze of

Pexas with 127 of ib arakte, LT grazing londz, omd oniy 0.3% in
natural Forest lands. — The natural foreabs rluz 2z relatively
‘minor acreage in bree planbations supply the total requirements

of wood for construction, fuel wood, and other uses slnce there
are no imports of unmanufactured wood. This does not mean thab
the forests of Afghanistan are highly productive bub rather it
reflects a low national economy which ubilizes a very small amount
of wﬁod. The country lacks oil, and coal i3 poor in qualiby and
pot yet fully developed,  The remlt is a heavy dependence on
wood, mamres, and roots of agricultural creps such as alfalfa and
corn for use as fuel.  Swmall shrubs and raots of VOOﬁJ plants
important for erosion conbtrol are heavily use 4 for fuel. Saun
boards are mostly made by hand whip saus from sants Lransported

- oub of the foreats by camel pack ULraine Bind saws and one clrcele
- saw have recenbly bean introduced into Kabul but have not replaced
hand sawing. in the forest, t. a8 are felled o wrimitive axe,

or if the tree is hoo large, burning is of%en resorted to.  Decsuse
there are no bruck roads into the remote forsst areas the log is
squared by hand hewing with a heavy losz of wood a% the source, and
“the cants tranzported to the road head by camsi ‘back, Although the
forests are rapidly being pushed further and further into more
“inaccessible areas and wcod iz always in shord svpply, Afghanistan
. remains the only major nation in the reglon wibhcut a national Forest
, and Ranga policy or unifcrm regulatory laws to manage her resources.—,

ihe foresta alang ha eaﬂtexn horder with Pakistan are conposed o
-~ of high quality stends of cedrus deodara, Pinus e ?@813&, (blue pine),r
: Plcea worxnda (Hlmala“an sprnce) aﬁd Abies webbiana (b1lvpr snruce)
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1In *he west around Hevat pistatio nubs are ma importznt export item.

Baloot osk used mastly for fusl and apgricultural implerents, and pinus
gerardiaﬂa,”an'impﬁ?;amt source of edldle muts; are Tound extensively.
~in the Parwan orovince, norther
and western psrts of the Eastern | ovives,  Blaewhsere poplar plantam"
tiong are %he primary local source of wond, inoall of Afghanistan
poplar poles are ¢7 important item for floor and rvu? anupporte where
they are wind witnoul preventive rat treatment, ' :
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~ Since all of the stock producs 1 wag being n

"5b en developed in small flat benchas thchrm%ﬂL opers
- nursery practices in wuse were 1npfgi¢APn.¢ o The brs
- was very large and not over 50,000 were beiny mads
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= At Jalalabad wheve bhe climate is warmer, Bucalypbus grews very .

rapidly and can satisfy & need for both foel and timber.  Afghanisban
" needs a source of wood that can be replenished quickly. AID attempted.
to assist in a program that would produce a numbeyr of seediings that
~could sustain a plantimg—prggram'of.Bucalyptuu garh year for an indefinib
period. - This program has not yet been wholly successful because of
“administrative problems as yet unsolved. American personnel have nob.

_been avallable to spend enough time with the »roject and the loeal governs -

ment has not been sufficiently interested bo push the program Wi thout
outgide assistance. ' : :

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

.

~ Renewable natural reasources <111 tolerabe a bremendous am unt of
abise without spectacular danger signals appesring. Soclety bends to
' learn how %o live with shortages and becomes apathetic to the obvious =
warning signals of impending disaster until demage tothe resource has
either become lrreplaceable or repairecd ab so gredt an expense &3 to
become a strain on the economy. Once a forest or grass cover ig
‘remcved and the soil is washed away the nicroclimate ig changed and
vegetative cover cannot be replaced until after a new suitable environ-
ment is restorad. Tavironmental deterioration has occurred over large
- areas of Afghanistan and unless achion Is btaken sS00n additional areas
will have lost thelr ability Lo produce, Dams at Wardak, Sirobi and
others built 29 years ago or less have lost thelr effective s torage ,
capacity because of sediment from the fertils fields and mountain sides.
New dams at Qarpch and Jalalabad builb or urder construstion cannot be
expected to have any appreclable water storage beyond 25 or 30 years
unless something is done Lo prevent gilbing. Trrigation water durlig

the summer months can be expected to decrease in both quality and

quantity uniess measures are tolon to provide vegetative cover on the water-

sheds. Engineering works such as dams and canals caunob prevent the .
logs of soll and water that occeurs during periods of heavy yainfall or -
anow melt from bhe vast wetercsieds at madium to higher glsvations.

Vegetation forms a sponge to absorb and hold back water and allow it to.
anak into the ground to appear later in gprings or to glowly find its

way over the surface to the stream below. Grass cover that is abused
logses its abiliiy to carry the required number of animals., Foreals are
gradually pusicd Lack Lo more inacoessivis o ons 2o wood hecones a8

- scarce material, Simple essy to apply managemeunt practices if applied =
in bime to forest, ranges and wabter can prevent desbruction of the . :
resource and will incrsass ihe usefulness of the resource. '

Immediate astion 13 needed from tihe Federal and Provincial govern- -
© ments to prevent complete destrmction of thege resources,  Tam
- suggesting some projecis which would assist in a resource development

[}







i h Raforesba+‘on in all Provinces: The need of wood i3 80 greab
"**in all of Afghanistan that rétorestation should be carried out in

‘each province tha’ has sufficient rainfall to make tree planting: ,
pOQSLble. Testa to improve planting ﬂcthodq and to discover the best
tree species to plant should be a pr;mary 4ect1ve in each provxnce.r

.= 5, Improvement of Forest Tree Nurservies in each of the rrov1nceb- ,
. High quality planthng stock suitable for planting under severe droughti
- ecnditions should be a requirementb. These nurssrieg snould be under.-
tie supervision of the Federal Forest, Service through the Provincial
VGOVEFHO“S or through the Provincial Agricultural Officers in order to
- make the best use of techvical help availasble and te assure a cec- 0Pdl~

nated nursery stock production throughout the country.

6. Forest Hanagement, Utilizabion ab Mandahar Forest in ‘the Southern
LU 1E A Ul snooreject unbil

e e

1
~Province: This saouid be sel wr > $

oohniques ave verfected suitable to the area. A plan of work must
be prepared before work starts and good guality eguipment made available
with which to do the work.  Guod cubting practices will assure a good
crop of natural seedlings to reproduce the forest stand. Proper sawing
methods will vtilize the maximum amount <f wood for sewlumber., Forelgn
experts should be utilized to prepare the plan of worlt and to train local
people in the vge oF uqulrmeni Lo asgure She best results, This is a =
highly important project and needed o prevent the high percent of waste
now being left in “he forest becauvse of poor equipment and methods,

; 3 4 Tt g P PR T ~T - P aga
Orazing control 1 a necessacy corh oof the glan of work.

Oak and ,1‘@ Foraat, TNUP“V@WP;b in T"wvan P”ovincz emonatra~
,i“no shHould Fe 56t wp 10 at least swo village areas on different
drainages on the Panchier River bhasic, Back area should be co mpart-

mentalized so that a different L“mpartmett may oo btreated each year -
“and avold ununeszssary hardship for the village during the period of
~conversion to a managed forest. - The details of this plan of improve-.
‘ment are given in my report of Augush 5, 1961 "Tield Trip to the Nortaern
Fortion of the Parwan Province.™ '

3, Pistacio Improvement in KHerat P*ovinqu Grazing control, grafting.
of inproved varietiez, replanting of aveas with too few trees, and -
thinning of over thick standz are some of the snuggested practices that
3hould be bested. : :

: 9. Water prPadLng in the ﬁ*uiahaz, Kabul, and Parwan Provinces to

- test the poasibiliby of improving the range oy baking flood water from
nearoy shream bed and spreading it over lavrge areag of grass land,. In
localltles of very low ra1nfaIl but wibth annual flooding of the logal .

wr LT e
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0 coucws xoms- 5 (mes,ea Distribution)

- Duang my twc years of duby in Aighanlau“n sone casic fa ts have
:'become obvious that influence tne efPectiveness of AID assistance in a

e Iokostry Program and SWOH$A be considered in fubure gvagram,&evelopmentff

7 1,'HSAID forestry programs have beaen forced o eonfine mogt of their
activities to the Xadul and Jalalabad areas., At Kabul, only norlral
assis bance has been possible except at Pachian dand dadan Haph, :

3

s on other
on (including
assisbance

2¢ In Jalalabad, pciwt¢ud1 activities, greater emphasi
©agricultural activities 5vc¥ as silk wornm, ﬂi”rus, irrizadi
, Russwdn 1rr1gat10u schemes) makes the prospecht of Forestry
L poor,

3, The need is great for a technical asslstance progranm in the
rrovmnceﬂ outside of the Helmand Valley,; bub owr paTﬁlC;1¢C§Oﬂ in fiela
programs outside of fabul and Jalalabad has been dlfcouraged.

li. In the %e]maiu Vil ley, past agaistance by USOM and the presence
of trained technisizna in Foresiry and Horticulture make thai area self
sufiicient in Porest nursery and plantation activities.

5» The border dif ficdties with Pakistan wrevent ouwr planned Ubiliza-
tion znd Managemen' nrﬁ?'xm from geblbing StFTtb in the Eastern Province,
althourh assistance in this phase of forestry is needed more than any '

rother'phase and the ?esults would have a mozp immediate impact on the
national economy.

6. The Department of Forests of Yhe RGA now has a srnall nuecleous
of tratned forestry and range men. The services of these men camnot
e fully utilized until there ave important charres brought about in
Administration. EByperience in other countries ﬁas'ShO“n ghat, there
can be no consistent development of nabtural resources without a
government policy statement and adeouate Eeyisg,tion to puide the
pwo “aws These are not possible until after basic agricullural legis-
lation is enacted, and in Afghanistan the prospects of anything of
- bale ki d,happening within the near {ubure seems remote, '

7. Government, officials are not yel awars Ci Lo raaning of forestry
nor »f the value of the remaining raneges and [orest resources, Haber= -
sheds and their protection have not yet entered into the minds of thoss
in authority.  Forestry is tnourh* of as planting trees along roadsides
“and parks bo beaubify the ccuquv and not as wakershed cover or Lo
safepuard a continuing supply of forest producte Ranges have ceteri-
“orated under uncﬁltr”*lpd grazing Tor *houaands oi years and their

-8 -




s Vreducedrcarrying'capacluj does nuL appear X

a cause fcrrcdncerﬁ;,,'

8. USAID activities in this fie
“continuation of development ah Pﬂvnﬂan o
~this nursery as a molel forest nursery.
program showld bve continued, i@?PﬁlC 1
avallable when reouested, particularly i
statements and in Lhe preparation cf,légiz

concentrated in

nd Lo establishing
tleipant traiuing

mce should be mads
Lo astablish polie)
nd in the pre ra-

tion of wnrking plans for fv*ar! “Hnagﬁﬁﬁi Lfic foreat .4
range areas, Developmant of 1 type of foreshry

0

in orovinces oulside Kabul shouif, Lo rocommendations only

LY L9 T 3 i
~unbil such a time as American technieians con be situabed abt the sibhe
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Counterpart Akram Afganzada inspects Aleopo Pine grown at Pagnman
Nursery.
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