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STPMARY OF AGRICULTU AL DIVISION PROGRAM

AFGHAN :5TAN

The Technical Assistance progra: in Agriculturs began in the Helmand
Valley in response to a pleu for assistance to salvage the Felmand Velley
preject. The wrogram began on a limited scale in Ke'xl with the Ministry
¢f Liriculturs on & limited scale in 195L. Total expeniiture figures are
not zvailable for the Helmand Vallevo Ministry of Agriculture total
expenditures “hrough FY 62 are $2,534,000. The propcsed program for the
Peimznd Valles £or FY 63 4s $600,000 and for the HMinistry of Agriculture
rrogar ie &9 .0,200,

W {hin U uniry Program present 'ti-ns Agrieulture is listed as the numwer
¢ priority te in3 Educaticon. it ¢ soneidered the murber ore riority by
tae 16+, r 8 is largely so becaw 2 it is planned that procesds from export
¢f & ricultur 1 sommodities will pg tie larger pertion of the country's
¢:ve.otnentel plans.

Tts Focd ard Agriculture Divis: ¢n within the USAID Mission/Afghanistan
gad ste prece essor assistance orga izatiers has been primarily confined to
& styaichi Te hrical Assistance pro:ran with the fumishing of limited
eomrcdities 2 @ 1 relatively larpe sarticipant program., Capital develop-
nznt prcjects ic agrievlture such as major irrigation wrks, ete., have ‘
peme1ally bee: onder contract with private or other Covernmental technical
crganizations. It car. be said that cuoperation between assisting technicians
from cert=act eni direct hire has not been close.

Afghanisian is presently receiving technical assistance and advics in
tericultuve fion FAO, USSR, Yugeslavia, UN Special Furnd and USAID. While
taere is seme ovarlap within technicsl fields such ae extension'and irrigation,
sn attempt hLa; baen made to segregsie fields of activity so tha! no asgisting
agency or coutry duplicates the eflerts of another.

US1ID 48 fumishing technical esistence in the Helmand Valley in the
fielis ¢f ert nrion, raearch, live tosk, farm machinery end irrigation.
Ta2ctu icjans f on Kabul i, direcily essigned te the valley also provide
1imi sc essis =:ze in agronomy, pla + orotection and herticulture. This
£88i terer ie fenished through ihe fp-icultural divieion of the Felmand
Valliy futher ty. It can be said “la. only limited contact or assistance
is mide direc 1y to the farmer on t ¢ land. The program has been up and down
efter ¢ prond ingz start. At one :im: there were no American tecaniclans
4a tle valley at 411 for a period o! eignt menths and the gensral recruitment
end jlecemert time between technicians in the same field is 8 to 1B months.
F7A Lar had oy limited local cuwrruncies to carry construction and operation
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sost+ which iaf resulted in comsidc 3tle lag in completion of planned mograms.

T+ Ded aical Assist:nce prog @ with the Ministry of Agriculture also
aas -~ al b 3tery of limited ana { diering progress. However, in 1960
her: -5pan @ f2 cgram bulldep resul si.g in 8 greater and more corncentrzted
affe Ay the present time trer are programs in agronomy, plant protection,
hort .c liture. forestry, livestock t >oltry and dalry), research, extension,
sanp» naneger ant, irrigation and a iic visual infomation. There is limited
as8istance i1 administration. Pr(grams are plammed in grain s torage and in
mound water investigation. There have recently been phased out programs in
nredit and form machinery and range mamagement will be dropped rext FY.

Tie program is gradually expanding into the whole country as the unwritien
agresmsnt between FAO and USAID limited US activities to the southern half of
che country end FAC to the nortbern half is gradually eroded away. It is ’
planned in FY €3 funding to initiate some direct action programe such as self
nelp irrigation amd land improvemert yrograis. Again prograns have been
Jelayed or ccnstricted through lack of counterpart or local currency amd
Amited RGA tudpets. '

A relat vely strong participar - jrogram is beginning to pay off with the
set1 n of 3 m1 year finnced pari o!pants. 4Also, a supply of graduates
‘rer 2 Far 1ty of Engincering at Is1al University is beginning to become
wel:a le. ,
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