
'l\1e 'l'echnieal Assistance poogre.n in Agricultur·., began in the Hellll81'ld
VallEy in respr.>ose to a pte&. for assistanee to aalva.gethe Helmand \1&1181
projEct.. The pi"og:rall1 began on a ll.mite.:i scale in Ka':v.l with :th~ JI..inietty
cf ~?"icultur(; on a limited scale in 19$4 0 Tt>ta1 expeniiture figures are
n::lt available £0'.':' tiE l1elmand Vnlleyo Ministry t\f Ag:'~culture total
expenditur.es thr';mgh IT 62 are $2 ,~.34JOOO. b }ropcsed progran for the
H!l.'IlUlc1 Yill.eJ r,r FY 63 1s $6oo~ooo &"1d for the 11in1stry CJf Agriculture
J:!'"Ogl'sr, is t9.0,%IO.

W~ thin \.i llntry Progr.an prp.sr-nt 't1~nJS AgriOllture 1.s listed as the num:>er
~ pr-:olity le ird Educationo It f '.:cnb1dered th3 nunber om priority-by
't 1e } OJ. ? fJ.B ia largely so bet. au: 'E it is planned tr.at JrocMds f'romexport
c r l!.; r~ t nIt\:! ~ ::ommodities will ~ t"le larger pc-rt.ion or the country Ie
c>ve: o~n.ei1tEl pl!1nS.

Tl ~ Fcx: c' ar 1 Ar¢culture Divis: (;n 'vi th in the USAID Mission/Afghanistan
En.:i :: tE J!:-ece e~ sor asflis tan ce orga.·. iz~ticr~ has been primarily cmtined to
~ s'b .9..1.ght Te hnical Assistance pr()~l'a'tl wUh the furnishing of limited.
c :>mr:( dit.ies a .0 3. relatively large ,);.U"t.i~ipant pr~ramD Capital develop-
nsnt JT:"Cject.s i:r. Ag%'ie"lture such a;~ m.ljor irrigation uorks, ete•• ~ave

~:m.n·a]Jy b~e ~ iJooer contract with Pl1.vaw or otherOcwernmenta1 'tcdlnieal
c.rgar..h.atiCJr,s ~ It}ar. be said tha·t. e~pera'i;,ion between aS3isting technieianS
from ccnt·"'act, .1'Ji 3 direct. hire has n;t oeen clc:ee.

Afsi1S1l1.s<.;,an 1s pree.ent'J.y recei""":llJg technical assistance and advice in'
Igric1.l1tm-e !:.:'Orr: FAO, USSR, Yugr.sla?ia, ill: Special Fun:l and U5AlD. Wh138
tnerf; is sane ovarle.p within techr..i<:61 !i£.lds euch as oxtension'land 1rr~ation,

h.n a"lwmpt lIs; b·aen made to segregs:~;.E. fields of activity so that no a8sisting
agency or coo 1tr.r duplicates the ei'tcrts of mother.

!JUID :Ls fu m ishing tecbniccl. .;£6 i.3tsnee in the Helmand Valley :in the
fielis cf e,t n! ion, T"qearch~ l:ve 1o"k, fam lIlach'.ner)·.s.nd 1rrigationo
'I3c~ ~d8t1S f orr· Kabul h ~Hrec11y £s.J:1good 'W the vaUey al.$o provide
1 in....i· S( e..~sj I; .a.:e in agrcnO!llY, l.].a: t 'J!"ctt!ction and horti~,ilture. This
Esal: tHC~ j:? f'enished througn i he /. g-:'.c\i.ltur a1 division of the He1Inand
~all. y J lIthct'" tj'1> It can be said' r:a" o~ limited contact or assistance
:f s m;.dE din c4- to the farmer on 1." e lnnd. The program has been up and down
Brt2~ ~ pretti 'ili~ start. At one ~im) tl!ere were no ArnSrlcan techniciam
~t1 tl e \'uley at ill for a period 0.1 eight IDCflths aJXi the general recruitment
eiAl. J.1tcemer.:t. ti:IE between technic! ~lS in U~ sane i'ield is 8 to 18 month as.
f1A LaE had o.u.;y- l1m1t.ed local. clJ!T:mcies to carryconstruct.i.on and operation
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1':051''1 '.ftd.ch i 'I.E' resulted in considc ·~l·le lag in eomp1at1an d p1.arul!d programeD

T :!~ :De.;i ·~:1.tal ~siBt:nce pro~ f,1 loc1.th the HU1istry of Agriculture also
.1#W·. <l: t "1: ·,si.<·ry of 11m::..ted an.l fed ering pr~ress0 Hcueve:r, in 1960
lWI ': ":}f·aIl i III <:gram bui'l.dup I'e.3'J.: '.'J ..g i ....l 11 greater 8ll"1d more con:entrated
'1ffc -t k;, tt(, }resent t.1rre tr·c'X'( a.)''E; programs in agronomy, plant protection,
;IOM "c :.IturI) , fe' restry, livestock t );)l~try and dairy), :research, extension,
:~ang 3 :!lSll£ger S1 't, irrigation and &::.1(1 visual infonnationo bre is limited
,)8S13~311Ce il 4dminiBtration.. Prtil1~ms are pla11l'1ed in grain storage and ir>.
~und water irwestigation. Then: hF-ve recently been phased out progrmw in
':%'edit and fc..rrn macbiner;y and range mamgement will be dropped rext FI.,

Tile pr-ogTarn is gradually expa"'lding into the ti!ole country as the unwritten
agreemnt between FAO ar&d USJ..ID 1im.i.ted US aetivitie~ to the southern half of
Ghe country End FAC to tl:e northern h&lf' is gradually eroded away. It 1!!
planood in FY 63 funding to initiat~ POOle direct action prograna such as self'
~,elF' i."t"rigat:'on am land 1mproveTlEr.~ Il1"ograms. Again progrllTl(l have been
·.ielaye..-l or C{' nstricted tbrougt ]ac}. of oounterpart or locR1 currency an:l
.:.ini c.ed RGA l'udL-ets.

A Nlat:v~ly strong part1c1par ':. If"cgram 1s beg1.'1Iling to pay off with the
'-et'l ,-n of f~ 'llB year finr.m:ed par: ·.c:.pants. Also, a supply of graduates
'}o('r t: ,~-! Fa r ltr of Enginr--ering a'c, ~.jl \11 University 1s begin.njng to become
tV~: t.a ,tt.•
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