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SUMMARY 

I-  PLACES, DATES, AND PURPOSE OF TRAVEL 
11. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS 

111. 1983 GUATEMALA CONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE SURVEY 
IV. CONTRACEPTIVE LOGISTICS 

APROFAM has r epea t ed  i t s  r eques t  t o  t h e  Min i s t e r  of Defense f o r  r e l e a s e  of 
maps needed t o  complete t h e  con t r acep t ive  preva lence  survey sampie s e l e c t i o n .  
Given t h e  previous  d e l a y s  a t  t h e  Census Off ice ,  i t  would be prudent t o  de lay  
schedu l ing  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and f i e l d  work u n t i l  a f t e r  APROFAM has  t h e  census maps 
i n  hand. Given t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and t h e  coming r a i n y  season, f i e l d  work 
would be u n l i k e l y  b e f o r e  mid-1983. The National  Pharmacy i s  now d i s t r i b u t i n g  
c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  t o  11 depa r tnen t s ,  but  has  i n s t i t u t e d  v i r t u a l l y  none of my 
r e c e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  recommendations. 

I. PLACES, DATES, AND PURPOSE OF TRAVEL 

Guatemala, November 15-16, 1983, a t  t h e  r eques t  of AID/S&T/POP/FPSD, and t h e  
USAID Mission/Guatemala, Mark W. Oberle ,  M.D., M.P.H., t r a v e l e d  t o  Guatemala 
to :  (1) Provide  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Asociacion Pro-Bienastar de l a  
Fami l i a  de Guatemala (APROFAM) i n  t h e  planning of t h e  1983 Cont racept ive  
Preva lence  Survey, and (2)  review t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  Minis t ry  of Heal th 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  system. T rave l  was performed i n  accordance wi th  
t h e  Resource Support Se rv i ces  Agreement (RSSA) between t h e  Of f i ce  of 
Popula t ion ,  AID/W and CDC/CHPE/DRH, and i n  conjunct ion  w i t h  temporary duty  i n  
Costa  Rica. 

11. FRINCIPAL CONTACTS 

A. USAID/Guatemala 
1. M r .  Pau l  Cohn, Chief ,  Pub l i c  Heal th  D iv i s ion  
2. M r .  C l i f f o r d  Belcher ,  Pcpula t ion  O f f i c e r  
3. Dr.  Leone1 B a r r i o s ,  P u b l i c  Healt'i Div is ion  
4 .  M r .  Ca r los  Andrino, Heal th  and I ~ p u l a t i o n  A s s i s t a n t  
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B. Asociacion Pro-Bienestar de l a  Fami l ia  de Guatemala (APROFAM) - 
1. D r .  Roberto San t i so ,  Execut ive Di rec to r  
2. M r .  Vic tor  Hugo F e n a n d e z ,  Administrator  

C. Minis t ry  of Health/Guatemala 
1. D r .  Fernando Noe Corzantes  Zuniga, D i rec to r ,  Nat iona l  Pharmacy 
2. Lic .  Rodolfo Valverde, Administrator ,  Nat iona l  Pharmacy 

111. 1983 GUATEMAiA QONTRACEPTIVE PREVALENCE SiJRVEY (CPS) 

The o b j e c t i v e s ,  sampling p l an ,  budget, and t ime tab le  f o r  t h e  1983 CPS were 
r epo r t ed  i n  an  e a r l i e r  t r i p  r e p o r t  (See CDC, AID/BsSA T r i p  Report: Guatemala, 
February 25, 1982). 

APROFAM conducted a  p r e t e s t  of t h e  ques t ionna i r e  i n  June 1982 (See CDC, 
AID/RSSA T r i p  Report: Guatemala, J u l y  22, 1982). Following r e v i s i o n s  of t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  based on p r e t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  APROFAM has  p r i n t e d  copies  of t h e  
Spanish language ques t ionna i r e  but nas  h a l t e d  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  Indian 
d i a l e c t s  u n t i l  it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  survey w i l l  go forward. The l i m i t i n g  s t e p  
a t  t h e  moment cont inues  t o  be t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of census maps f o r  t h e  second 
s t a g e  sample s e l e c t i o n .  The Minis t ry  of Defense has  re fused  t o  g ive  
permiss ion  f o r  r e l e a s e  of t h e  maps because of s e c u r i t y  concerns.  On February 
9, D r .  Boberto San t i so  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of Defense, Oscar 
Xumberto Mejias Vic tores ,  r e p e a t i n g  APROFAM's r eques t  f o r  permission t o  o b t a i n  
maps and conduct t h e  survey.  I f  permission is  g ran ted  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  naps ,  
t h e  Guatemala Census O f f i c e  probably needs only 2 weeks t o  copy t h e  necessdry 
census t r a c t  maps. However, t h a t  o f f i c e  delayed more than  3 months l a s t  yea r  
i n  provid ing  a  census l i n e  l i s t i n g  f o r  f i r s t  s t a g e  sample s e l e c t i o n .  Upon 
r e c e i p t  of t h e  maps, AFROFAY would probably r e q u i r e  a t  l e a s t  2  months t o  
complete p repa ra t ions  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and f i e l d  work. Thus, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  e s t i m a t e  when a c t u a l  f i e l d  work could s t a r t .  

I V .  CONTRACEPTIVE LOGISTICS 

Since  t h e  l a s t  CDC c o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  November 1982 (See CDC, AID/RSSA T r i p  
Report:  Guatemala, Decenber 27, 1982),  t h e  Nat iona l  Pharmacy (DN) h a s  
combined i t s  t h r e e  warehouses and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  i n t o  a s i n g l e  
f a c i l i t y  a t  t h e  San Vicente  Hosp i t a l  (Zone 7) .  Combining i t s  warehouses has  
been a major o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  DN f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  The San Vicente  f a c i l i t y  
i s  c o o l e r  and more c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  t h a n  t h e  previous  f a c i l i t i e s .  However, 
t h e  roof  l eaks .  Rather  t han  r e p l a c e  t h e  roo f ,  t h e  Dl3 admin i s t r a to r  would l i k e  
t o  b u i l d  a  completely new f a c i l i t y  on t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

During t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of  ca l enda r  yea r  1983, t h e  DN has  d i s t r i b u t e d  13,920 
cyc le s  of o r a l s ,  and 186 g r o s s  of condom i n  t h e  11 departments  f o r  which t h e  

s i b i l i t y  f o r  con t r acep t ive  d i s t r i bu t ioz i .  However, v i r t u a l  
none of my previous  recommendations f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  improvements have been 
adopted. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  DN had no t  contac ted  APROFAM t o  r eques t  a d d i t i o n a l  

I 
s u p p l i e s  of Noriday and condoms. A s  a r e s u l t ,  on February 16 ,  t h e  DN had only 
120 c y c l e s  of Nor ida j  and 29 g r o s s  of condom, and t' e warehouse d i r e c t o r  had 
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a r b i t r a r i l y  reduced c l i n i c s '  r e q u e s t s  f o r  con t r acep t ives .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  rathei- 
t h a n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Di rec to r  General t hose  c l i n i c s  t h a t  had f a i l e d  t o  send i n  a 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e  r e q u i s i t i o n / i n v e n t o r y  form, t h e  warehouse d i r e c t o r  d i spa tched  an 8 

a l l o t m e n t  of 25 cyc l e s  of Neogynon t o  those  f a c i l i t i e s .  

During t h i s  v i s i t ,  I a s s i s t e d  t h e  DN i n  dec id ing  on t h e  azouat  of 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  t o  be obta ined  from APROFAlY and o t h e r  sonrces .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I 
sugges ted  r eo rdz r  l e v e l s  t o  be used i n  conjunct ion  wi th  t h e  t i c k l e r  f i l e .  
Unfor tuna te ly  t h e  t i c k l e r  f i l e  was s t i l l  packed from t h e  move 2 weeks e a r l i e r  
and w a s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  review. I r 
The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  DN appeared u n i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d i scuss ing  improvements 
i n  warehouse procedures.  He was obsessed w i t h  s o l i c i t i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  

I c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  new warehouse f a c i l i t y  and ob ta in ing  a d d i t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  and 
g a s o l i n e .  However, both t h e  A I D  Popula t ion  Of f i ce r  and I reminded him on 
seve ra l  occas ions  t h a t  f u r t h e r  suppor t  of t h e  DN w i l l  depend i n  p a r t  on t h e  

I March e v a l u a t i o n  of MOH performance. 

I I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  DN a d n i n i s t r a t o r  dated 2/17/83, I reviewed my 
recommendations on o rde r ing  con t r acep t ives .  I n  a d d i t i o n .  I providzd h i s  wi th  
cop ie s  of my November and June 1982 recommendations i n  t h e  hope t h a t  some of 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  improvements would be i n s t i g u t e d .  

, I 
I Mark 3 .  Oberle. N.D..  El.P.II. 


