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Purpcse: The project purpose is to promote observance of civil ard or in kind, in crder to demonstrate local support, either

political rights. Civil and political rights are identified ia the
Universil Declaration of Human Rights, Among the civil/political
rights are those involving freedom from torture or cruel or
inhuran or degrading treatment: freed m of expression, association,
reltgion, and the press; the right to follow one’s cultural
traditicns; and freedom of movement and residence.

Background and Progress to Date: The program was iniciated in

FY 79 end funded projects in 12 African countries, including those
funds provided under the S«hel Development Program. The average
grant was for $10,000, but an exception was made for the Dakar
Institute for Human Rights Education. That grant was treated as

a regional grant, because the Institute, Africa’'s first for tte
prometion of human rigats, serves the entire Francophone

communiity of Africa. The grant provided the Secretariat which
materials to enabel 1% to begin operating, and also funded the
first seminars organized by the Institute.

Additional projects in FY 79 were providing Humen Rights materials
to a new law school for civil servants in Guinea-Bissau and a
three-montt law graduate course on cooperative human rights
problems, at the University of Tego.

The Human Rights Fund enables the U.S. Ambassadors to fund
projects quickly to respond tc host country initistives for
promoting civil and politicai rights. By beginning -ith
relatively small grants, AI™ can fund "seed money" projects wh.ch
will encourage host countries to develop and bufld upon already
established activities.

Host Country ard Other Donors: All African countries eligible
for U.S. bilateral development assistance can participate. An
important component is the self~help element, either financed

guvernment or private, for the activity., We hope as a result
of these demonstration prejects, it will encourage local
financirg. o

FY 81 Program: In ~7 81 $300,700 is planned for human rights
activities in approximately 30 Africin countries. Approved
projects will establish dynamic, continuing activities for
promoting civil and political rights.

Major Outputs: The overall output is the promotiorn of civil .
and political rights in the countries participating. The
overall specific outwuts are: increasing contact among those
who are interested in human rights and development, inc:easing
knewiedge and information oa human rights; developing interest
in human rights, furthering advccacy, especiaily of minorities
and disadvantaged groups; obtaining or maintaining human rights
under devesloprent programs. Some sp2cific examples of activities
to be funded are seminars, conferences, and educational programs,
local research or scholarship, training of those wk: want tec
encourage hetter human rights, assistance to local orgenizations
which encourage better human rights cbservance, and ompudsman
Togrars.

($ thousands)
FY 8%
100

A.I.D. Financed Inputs:

Other Costs:

HICROFIMED FROM BEST
AVAABLE GORY

U.S. FIXANCING (In thewmnds of doliars) _|PRINCIPAL CONTRACTO™S OR AGENCIES
Obligations E xponditures Unlie sidated
Through September 30, 1979 86 - 86
Estimated Fhscal Yeor 1900 300 150 N/A
Estimated through September 30, 1980 386 150 736 — ..
Futeve Your Obligatiens Estimcioe! Total Cost |
Proposec Fiecel Yoer 1901 100 Cantinui ng __ Contind ng.
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3. REMARKS
Tunds to LYe used for £41-93401, iuman Rights Pund for Africs - Ghans,
to provide legul zid for farmers.
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IGOCF DIAY, FALULTY OF LAV,
THE PROJEDT WOULD PROVISE LEGAL
ZITD SEZICNS CUVERING, IHIER ALIR,

STIN, STLRUITY CF TUSLE TGOV AUD, RELATICH-
TLANDUSRD AND TENAGT, CONSIDEAETICH OF

VTR TN YT RIRT T AR CREDIT MCRE LAZILY OBTRINRELE, AND
SEET RANRGININT, KIMEIRS COF THE FACULTY OF Law wiil
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NHOR LAW STUDERTS WILL ES REZVIRED

-y
[ Bar-pup peaitsn i

CSERELTED FRIMLYY. &

TC PROVICE REPCATS OM ALL CRSES OF INSECURE LAND TITLES,
AT VELL AT C2TF SUMMBRIES 0N PRDELENS EHCOUNTERED,
POIUDD NGWILNVEZ, SCLUTIING REISEMENZED, AND RELULGS

ACHVEVED R RNTICIPATED. END SUNNMARY,

2, AFTER NIGOTIATING VWITH A NUMEER OF ORGAN{ZATICHS
IRTERTSTEID IN THL KUMAN RIGHTS FUND FOR AFRICA

CELAYED SOMEVHAT BY RECEHT POLITICAL EVENTS IN GHAMA) .
T TAINK WE BAVE A PRACTICAL PROJECT T'.T WILL MEET

TEE DESIRED CRITERIA. THE PROJLCT, & CESCRIPTICN OF
WAICH FLLLOWS, WOULD BE UMDER THL PURVIEW OF THE DEAN,
FACULTY OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF GHANA-LEGOV.

3. ) PROJZCT TITLE: LEGAL AID FOR THE FARMER.

{8) PRCJECT DESCRIPTION: (1) FOR SOME TIME NOV  aGRi-
CULTURE HAS BESK FECOGNIZED AS THE MOST IMPZATANT

EASE FCR GHRKA'S {LONCMIC DEVELOPMEWT 2L0 WELL=-SEING,
THE MATTER HAS ENGAGED THE SERIOUS “(TENTION OF GCVERN-
FERT AT VARICUS LEVELS; A NUMEER OF SEMINARS AND WORK-
SHOPS, [INVOLVING RAINLY AGRICULTURISTS, HAVE

DEALT WITH THE PRCELEM OF INCREASED YIELD AdD KARVEST-
ING METHCDS, LITYLE ATTEWTION, KCUEVER, HAS BEEN GIVEN
TO THE LEGAL EBUCATICN CF THE FRRMER. {2) VARIOUS
SCMEMES OF LECAL 21D TCR THE PSSR 1N GHANA HAVE EELEN
FCOTED AND DISCUSIED. ABOUT THREE YEARS AGD & COWFER-
ENCE OF THE FACULTY CF Law, BENCR AND EKR EXHAUSTIVELY
DISCUCSED THE KEED FCR A LEGAL 21D SCHEME AKD MODOLI-
TIES FOR SUCH A PRLJECT, ACCZRDING 15 THE LaW

FACULTY IT WAS THOUGKT THAT, THE SCHEME WOULD BE 14TRO-
DUTED WITHIN THE CHORTEST POSSIELE TIME. IY BID NOT
EAPPEN. 13) THE LAW FACULTY EELITVES THE CAUSE OF
KUMAK RIGKTS JK GRAKR CAN BE WELL SERVED BY PROVIDING
AID IN THOSE AREAS WHERE IDENTIFIABLE UNDERPRIVILEGED
CLASSES NEED ASSISTANCE TO ENAELE THENM TO PRRTICIPATE

INCOMING |
TELEGRAM

ACLRA BB7D4 81 ©F B2 3105481

EFFECTIVELY AND MEANIMGFULLY IN TNT OVERALL ELOuOMIC
CIVEILOPNERYT OF THE REGIONS !N WHICH THEY LIVE. THE
EULK OF THCSE VAO ARE ENGAGED IN FRARMING AND FISHING

IN GHANA EELONG TO ONE SUCH UNDERPRIVILEGED CLASS.

THIS 1S EXPECIALLY SO WITH COCDA FARKERS, KC3T CF WHOM
RRE PEASANT FARHERS WOUKING ON OTKER PEOPLE'S LANDS

ARD FARMS. SUTH FARME®S ARE GEMERALLY ILLITERATE, and
IGHORANT OF THE COMPLEXITIES OF LANS RELATING TO THS
LAND TERNURE SYSTEN, SECURITY GF TITLE TO LAND, AND THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LANCLORD AND TEMANT, THEY ARE

ALSO GEKERALLY 70O POOR TO BE IN A PCSITICY T0 AFFORD
THE HIGY PROFESSIONAL FEES THAT ATTCRMEYS CHARGE FOR
WORK RELATING TO TRESZ MAVTERS, BEARING IN MIND THAT
TEE ROLE OF AGRICULTURE IN GHEMA'S ECCHOMIC DEVELOPMENT
1D PIVOTAL AND THAT COCOA 1S THE MAIN AGRICULTURAL
PRCCUCT OF THE COUNTRY, THE NEED T0 RESOLYE QUICKLY
SORE OF THESE PROBLEMS FOR THE FARHMERS ELCOMES
SELF~EVIDENT. [N SUN, COMPLEX LAND OWNERSHiP | AVS

EREED LEGAL DISPUTES AMD TRADITIONALLY HAVE ENAELED

TEE POVERFUL 7O TAKE ADVANYAGE OF TEE PROR. {4} THE
ABOVE RTMTITNID CONSITERATIONS ARGUE FOR & SYSTIMATIC
LEGAL A:D FR T FRCVY
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> {0 116 EDUCATION OF THE 3
TREIR RIGRTS AND RESPCHSIBILITIES &M 70 ASSURE THEM
WORE EQUITY FRCM THE SYSTEM. IN TEIS WAY THE UNSAVERY
FACTORS, WAICH RDVERZELY AFFECT FARNIAS AND DISCOURAGE
FRCPLE VHO WQULD OTEIRWISL WahT TO £HCAGE IN FARMING
FRON TREING TKD ITEP, ARE LIFELY T0 B ALNSVED
OF AT LESST TAE SITUATICH VOULD ET 1MPROVED. 1T 1§
ESSENTIAL FCR GHANA'S OVERALL ICONGHIS DEVILCPESIWET:
VE.T THE CEINTRRU ROLE ©F AGRI!SULTURE € FULLY BECCG-

NITICN SHOULD LEAD DIRICTLY 70 THE
SARY INPUTS THAT W4LL HEL® ACHIEVE

N{2E2. SUCH RE
BLIS
CTIVE OF ZOUND ESCNOHIC DEVELCONMENT,
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PY 81 Human Rights Fund, to date @

L
Benin: F¥-—88-——cestoverrun Y il po,ogc $ 2,000
<:§EEEEZ> Legal assistance for farmers : 10,000
Kenya: _(a} Travel and per diem for three 3,100

East African lawyers to attend Inter-
African Union cf Lawyers follow-up
reeting in Nairobi

(b) Travel/btuay of High Court Justlce ' 12,500
Z2.R. Cheson1

Sudan: Research materials for Sudanese Bar
Association

Tanzania: FY 80-81 Academic expenses for a degree 12,650
candidate studying the role of human
~rights in international relations

Uganda: Election material $150,000

Zaire: Conference on Fundamental Rights of 10,600
Working Vomen sponsored by the Women's
Bureau of the Natlonal worxers Associa-
tion





