
FY 81 Program~ In FY 81 $300,000 is planne<d for hutll8l1 Tightsactivities in approxim3tely 3C African countries. App~ovedprojects will establish dynamic, co~tinuing activities for
promot~ng ~ivl1 and political rIghts.

Maj or Outputs: The overall output i3 the promotion of civil
an(~ iJolitical rights in taE:: countril!s participating. Theoverall specific outputs are: increasing contact among lho.ewho an- interested in human rights and devel()pment. increasingknew le-:ge and in format ion on human righ ts i dl!velopin~ 1~.tet'tlst1n human rights, furtherin~ adv'C)cacy, especially of minoritiesand disadvantaged groups; obtaining or maintaining human rightsunder develop~ent nrograms. Some specific examples of activit~e8to be funded are seminars, conferences, ~nd educational programR,local research or scholarship, training of those who want toencourage better human rights, assistance to local 'jrganization~which encourage better human rights otservance, an~ ov~udsmanprograr..s .

Additional projects in FY 79 were providing Human Rights materialsto a n~w law scho~l ior civil servants in Guinea-Bissau and athree-month law gr=-J\\ate course on cooperative human rights
problems. at the Ur.1versity of Togo.

Background and Progzess to Date~ The program was initiated inFY 79 and ftmded projects in 12 African countries, including tho~efunds provided unde~ the Sahel Development Program. The averagegrant lI~S for $10,000, hut an exception was made for the DakarInstitute for Human Rights Education. naat grmt was treated asa regional grant. b"!couse the Institute, Afrtcs's first for tl-epromotion of human rights. serves the p-ntire Francophone
comm>~ity of Africa. The grant prOVided the Secretariat which
mater1~ls to enabel it to begin operating, and also funded thef:J.rst ,seminars organbecl by the Institute.
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OBLIGATION IOBl.lGATlON OF PROJECT IGRANTo lO,41~O i::J Non~ FY J979 !FY Contbulng FY 'ContinuingPurpose: The project purpose 1sa to promote observance of civil B.::ld or in kind, in order to demonstt"ate local 8upport, eitkupolitical right.. Civil and political rights are identified in the governtrlent or p..-ivate. for the activity. We hoJoC alii " reaultUniversal Ded.ratiolt of Human Rights. AmO:lg the civUlpol1tical oi these d€monstration p:-ojects, it dll.~~ge localrights &re tho8~ inv~lving freedQM f~o. torture or cruel or financing. .tnhtUDa~ or degrading treatment; freedom of expression. association,religion, and the press; the right tc. follow one's culturaltraditions; and freedom of movement and residence.

A.I.D. Financed Inputs:
The Ruman Rights Fund enabl~a the U.S. Ambassadors to fun~projects quic~ly to respond to host country initietives forpramotin3 civil an~ political rights. By beginning withrelatively s'!Vlll grants, AID can fund "seed money" ~.:ojects \lh1 ehwill encourage host cowltries to develop and build upon al~eadJesta',liahed activities.

Host Country and Other Donors~ All African countries eligiblefor U.S. bilat('ral development assistance can participate. Animportant t;omponent il!' the ~elf-hElp element, either financed
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pressing pre-occupations of the Governm~nt. With such a high proportion of
the able-bodied workers ~empora~ily absent a: anyone timet there is a short
age of qualified workers for many projects in Lesotho. The fact remains t bow
ever, that by working in the RSA, B&~otbo workers not only gain financially,
they contribute to Lesotho's economy. Their earnings are largez than the nation'.
Gross Domestic Product.

Lesotho bas 'one of t.r-" highest literacy rates in Africa (53 percent)
and is one of the few African nations ~~th ethnic, linguistic and religious
homogeneitJ , There are more females than males in the higher grades in
schools. This is because t.he males tend to work at an early age as herd "oys
and later mgrate to the mines 1.n the RSA. This pattern tends to leave farming
to women, older- men and children. On-farm income is low; in 1976 it was esti
mated 75 per~ent of the rural househ~lds were belo~ the poverty dacum l1De of
R96.00 per month for an average famil; Qf six per£ons. Income in the rural areas
is remarkably even in its distribution. Countrywide, the lowest 20 percent
receive 16 percent of the income while the highest 20 percent receive 30 percent.

, D. ',auman Right:.!: Lesotho's human rights record is not altogether positive.
The present gove.rnment has been in power since annulling an election in 1970,
which would have resulted in opposition victory. Nevertheless, freedom of
speech is an accepted right, the judiciary is w~ll known in southern Africa
for its objectivity, and some members of the opposition have been invited into
the government. ~sotho has assisted a growing number of refugees who have
fled South AI~ica in recent years. GOL development policy demonstrates an
acceptable.~ th"ugh not ideal, level of concern for basic human needs. All
AID projects are. focused on assisting the poor ~j~rity and AID resources
have successfully encouraged increased GOL-financed sUl'')ort for programs in
agricult~~e, health/nutrition/population and education.

E. Defen~e Expenditures: Lesotho has no defense force and relies
on its police force to meet in~ernal aecurity ~equirements. There is no
indicati~l that the GOL has allocated unreasonable levels of resources to
its police units and no indication that government budget funds have
beec divertec from development programs to finance security programs.

2. GOVEro...·~IT OF LESOTHO GOALS Al\"D STRATEGY

The Government of Lesotho is seeking through its p~ for develop
ment to provide fer economic growth t social justice and increased
emploYJrent. It also sees greater "economic independenc.e" as an integral
part of development. To this end, it wishes to expand domestic pro
duction and employment opportunities and basic transportation inira
structure 80 that it is less dependent on the Republic of South Afri~8


