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Purpose: The project purpose is to promote observance of civil and
poliLi~al rights. Civil and yol1tical rights are identified in the
Universal Declaration of HulDlUl Rights. Among the civil/political
rights are those invclving freedom frl'J. torture or cruel or
inhuman or degrading treatment; freedom of expresslo~, association.
religion. and the press; the right to follow one's cultural
tradition~; ~d freedom of movement and residence.

Background and Progress to Dat~: The p~ogram was Initiated in
FY 79 and funded projects ill 1:: African cOl'ntries, including those
funds provided und2r the Sahel Development Program. The average
grant was for $10,000. but an exception was made for the Dak5r
In~titute fOT Human Rights Education. That ~rant was treated 3S

a regional grant. beca-Jse the Institute, Africa's first for (J-e
promot1.on of human rights, serves the entire Fr.ancophone
community of Africa. The grant provided the Secretariat which
materials to enabel it to begin operating, and also funded the
firstseminarCj orgall-.i~ed by the Institute.

Additional projects in FY 79 were providing Human Rights materials
tv a new law schcol for civil servants in Guinea-Bissau and a
three-morth law g~aauate course on cooperntive hurr~n rights
problems, at the University of T~go.

o:r in ldrd, in ord.eJ: to demonstrate ',oca! support, either
government or private, for the activlty. We ho?~ a~ a result
of these demonstration projects, it will en~our.se locai
finane ing. .

IT 81 ProgralT~~ In FY el S100.000 is planned for human rights
activities in approximc.tely 30 African cOlliltries. Approv~d

projects will establish dynamic, continuing activitie~ for
promoting ci\ll and political rights.

Major Outputs: The o'/erall output is the prcmoticn of d"1il '
anG political rights in the countries participating. The
overall specific outputs are: increasing contact among tho~e

whQ .1re interested tr. human rig~ts and development. increasing
knC'·... l ecge and in forrn;'Uon on human righ ts; developi>1~ interest
in human rlghts, furthering advocacy, especially of minor1t.ies
and disadvantaged gcoupS; obtaining or maintaining human t'lghts
under developnent programs. Some specific examples of activities
t~ be ftmded are seminars. conferenc~s, And educational programs,
lccal research or scholaL'ship, training of those w:,.~ want to
encour~ge better human rights. assistance to local org~nizations

which en~ourage bp.tter hu~an rights observance. and ombudsman
prograr..s .
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The Human Rights Fund enables the U.S. Ambas~adors to fu~d

projects quickly to respond ~o host country initl~~ives for
promoting civil and political rights. By beginning with
relet:ively sl!l811 grants, AID can fund "seed money" projects which
will encourbge hest countries to d~velop and build upon already
esta~lished activities.

Host Count,] ana Other Donors: All African countries eligiblz!
for U.S. bilateral development assistance can participate. An
xmportant ~omponent is the self-hel~ element, either financed

ty..I.D. Financed Inputs:
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Be~i~: \a) Travel/stu~y f~r a la~yer involved in the legal
.asoects of civil, economic ?-na social rights of ~orkers 2S

',,'eil as family :-ight.s of. women anc chi1cren~ $7,500. (b)
Se r i e s 0 f f 0 \ ' r 1 e c '~ l.!!: \: cis c u s s ionson the sub j e c t. 0 f h U in a r:
rights; $1,000.

Congo: (a) Liter2ry prizes end publishinc; costs for 'Works
6~alin~ with human rights; $10,000. (b) Three person dele
ca~ion from the Concolese Woman's Orcanization to meet ~nc- - .
ciscuss "t~inning possibilities~ ~i~h the ~ational Co~ncil

of Negro Women; $20 j OOO.

Iva:::-y Coast: Semina:- ~.o train rural yout~. to ~ielp fellow
vill?gers crticu12~e, exercise anc responc to civil a~d

oolitical issues; $5,000.

Kenya: Travel o~ four African lawyers to ~he
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Nigeria: Symposium on
jo~rnalis~s a:1c leg~l

Seneoal: (a) TT.avEl/S~uev for t~o -J'u::-ists to estcblish co~tact- -
~i~h US or9aniza~ions interested :n human rights; SlO,OOO.
(~) Rural seminars to eiscuss hum2~ rights 2nd establish local
human' rishts orsanizations; S5,OOD. (c) ?roduction costs of
a raeio/?V play on the Wo~ens' Rishts; $1,500. (d) ?ublicatio~

cos~s for pam?hlets on various hU~2n rights issues; 5500.

So~alia: Travel of three ?arliame~tarians to establish contact
.....,lth sover:-nme'Jt officials and ori';ate hl;;r,an rights orsanizatio:;sj
$15 r OOO.

South Africa: (a) Sup?ort to the South African Counc~l of Churches
to sponsor 2 series of 10 semina- on the lesal sta~us of black
women; $11,250. (b) Assistance ~o the Z:nsisa Educ2:ion Project
to supplement the ina6equate education of black youths; $5,300.
(c) Assistance LO the Johannesburg Lege} Aid Sureau ~hich pro-
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co;.;,.seli:-JS ci;nee a::' i<-:-.?I"ovij)g the ~~a~1 i~y of E:-cucation in the
~lc.ck cOIi,;7:ur.i'LY of SO\-,leto; SlO,OGG. (E) LE:<;cl oe:er,se of poli
tical prisoners throush the lnternctioncl Defense an~ Aie Fun~


