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PU!~os~: The pr~ject pu~pose 1~ ~o promote observance of civil and
polltica~ rights. Cl~il and political rights are i.defitifie~ in th~

Unive~sal Declaration of Human Rights. Among tIle civil/political
rights are those in~olving freedom fro. torture or cruel or
inhuman or degrading treatment; freedom of expression. association,
religion. and the press; the rig~t to foll~w ene's cultural
trnditiDns; and freedom of movement &~d residence.

Background and Progress to Date: The program w£s initiated in
FY 79 a'ld ftmded projects in 12 African countries, including tllose
fund~ provided under the Sahel Development Program. The average
grant was for $10.000. but an exceptio~ was made for the uaka.
Institute for Human Rights Education. That grant was treated as
a regional grant, because th'.! Institute, Africa's first for tl-e
promotion of hucan rights. serves the entire Francophone
co~'xnity of Afric~. The grant provided th~ Secretariat which
materials to enabel it t~ begin operating. and also funded the
fir£t ~eminars organized by tn~ Institute,

Additional projects in FY 19 were providing Human Rights material~

to s new law school for civil servants in Guinea-Bissau and a
three-month law graduate course on cooperative human rights
prob]~ms. at the University of Togo.

or in kind. in orrier to dp.mons':J:'ate local sl.3pport, either
gov::.rnme'1t or private. for the ~r:tivity. 'We hope a8 a rt.~~JlJlt

of these demonstration project~, it will .nc~ur.8e lO~4]

flnan<:ing.

FY 81 Program: In FY 81 5300,000 is planned tor ~,~n rights
activl~ies in approximately 30 African countries. Approved
proje~t5 will establish dynamic, continuing activiti~s for
promoting civil and political rights.

~\fajor (lutputs: :-he CJverall output is the promotion rf civil
anc political rights i~ the countries participating. The
overall sl=oecif5c ouLputs are: incr\:!C!sing contact among tholie
who an- i!ltere~ted in human rights and development. increasing
knC'wlecge and illformation on human rights; develop:tng 1ilterest
in human ri ghts. furthering advocacy, especiaHy of minorities
anc disadv<lntaged gcoups; cbtaining or llV1intaining h~n 11ght$
under develC'p~ent programs. Sume spp.cific exa!llp1es of activities
to be funded are seminars, conferences. and educational programs,
local research or scpolarship. training of tho5~ who want to
encourage better human rights. assistanre to local organizations
which encourage better human rights obs~rvance, and ombudsman
prograr:-iS ,

The Human Rights Fund enables the U.S. Ambassadors to fund
project'"' quickly to I'espond to }IOSt cour.try initiatives for
Vromotinl; civil and political rights. By begjnning with
relatively srlul11 grdnts, Alb can fund "seed money" projects which
will ent'ourage host countries to develop and bulld upon already
established Activitie8.

A.I.D. Fina~ced Inputs:

Other Costs:

($ thOU.38nds)
FY 81
lOO

Ho~! Ccuntry and Other Donors: All African countries eligible
for U.s. bilateral development assistance can participate. An
important component is th~ self-help element, either financed
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FY 80 Human Ri~~ts Fund'

Benin: (a) Travel/study for a lawyer involved in the legal
.asoects of civil, economic and social riqhts of workers as- -
,,-'ell as family rights of, \oiomen 2nd chilcrenj $7,500. (b)
Series .of four lectl1re discussions on the subject of human
rights~ $1,000.

Conoo: (a) Literarv priz~s and publishing costs for works
cealing with'human-rightsj $10,000. (b) Three person dele
cation from the Conqolese Woman's Oroanization to meet and
-' -' ..-
discuss ~twinning possibilities~ with the National Council
of Negr.o ~iomen; $20,000.

Ivory Coast: Semin2r to train rural you~n to help fell~w

villagers articulate, exercise 2nd respond to civil ana
political issues; $5,000.

Kenva: Iravel of four African lawvers to the Inter-African- ~

Unio~ ot Lawyers' Conference on Euman Rights; $10,000.

~~c.la·~·i: Trevel of }>',ela\o,'ian le\o,'yer to the Cornmon\o,'eal th Law
Conference; $2,000.

Niaeria: Svrnnosium on
-' - .

journalists ana legal
~~"m-~ P;Ch~~ c-~.· d-.... ~Jc..:.. _\. __ ~JL_ .oj

expertsj $10,000.
~hc.\_ ... J ...... u.'e~l·c.-~ _fo~_. ~l' .~CJ L; ~\' ge r 1 <O-..D

Senegal: (a) Travel/Study for two jurists to establish contact
with US organi~ations interested in human rights; $10,000.
(b) Rural seminars to discuss human rights and establish local
human' rights o ..-ganizetionsj $5,000. (c) ?roduction costs of
a radio/TV pley on the Womens' Rights; $1,500. (d) Publication
costs for ~am?hlets on various hUman ~ights issues; $500.

Somalia: Travel of three parliamentarians to establish contact
with government offir.ials ana private human rights organizations;
$15,000.

Sou th hfr i ca: (a) Support to the Sou th Afr ican Counc i 1 of Churche s
to sponsor a series of 10 seminars on the legal status of black
women; $11,250. (b) Assistance to the Zingisa Education ?roject
to supplement the inc.dequate eaucetion of black youths; $5,300.
(c) Assistance to the Johannesbura Lecal ~id Bureau which oro
vices'free legal service~ to thcs~ wh; cc.r.not afford it; $12,000.
{dJ Assistance to the Black Education and Research Trust on be
half of the SOrieto Teachers' hctien Committee for research ana
counselinc aimec at i~~rovinc the cualitv of education in the

~ . ~ - -
black community of Sowetri S10,OOO. (e) Legal defens~ of poli-
~icc.l prisoners through the Internctional uefense ana Aid ?una



- 2 -

for Southern Africa; $25,000.

Tanzania: Aoditional funding for a Tanzanian official study inc;
international relations with an emphasis on human rights;
$2,850.

Togo: Travel/study for 3· judges 0::- judicial officials to focus
on the inoependence of the US judiciary. The program will be
followed by a joint US/Togolese conference on the courts;
$17,500.

Uganda: Material support, probably in the form of ballo~ boxes,
for a free and fair election. The agreement waS purp05ely writ
ten to allow for another project should the Ambassador decide
against supporting the election. $32 500- ) .
Upper Volta: Travel/Study for 2 parliamentarians to attena the
Legislative Program at th~ State University of New York and to
meet with private human rights organiz2tions; $13,000.

Zaire: Support for a regional conference on human rish~si $3,200.

~ (a) ::'ublication of- a· di-ssertat·ion on the subject of human 
rights in Zambia; $16,800. (b) Research materials for the Zambian
Supreme Court; $20,000. (c) Research fees for a project on the
history of human rights in Zambia before the advent of consti- 
tutiona1 law; $12,000.

Zimbabwe: (0) Translation, publication ana distribution of pamphlet
on the leg2.l rights of \<-lomen in Zimbabwe; $5,000. (b) Training
of black magistrates, court judges and legal dr2.:tsrneni $132,000.


