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------- 
SUMMARY 
------- 
 
1) A RECENT USAID ASSESSMENT TEAM FOUND THAT WHILE RELIEF OPERATIONS IN 
KENYA'S ONGOING COMPLEX EMERGENCY ARE RAMPING UP, SEVERAL CHALLENGES 
EXIST.  CONTINUED POPULATION MOVEMENTS AND FLUCTUATING NUMBERS AND 
LOCATIONS OF INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS (IDPS) ARE COMPLICATING THE 
DELIVERY OF EMERGENCY RELIEF SUPPLIES AND CRITICAL SERVICES (REF A).  
MANY IDPS ARE SEEKING REFUGE IN THEIR ANCESTRAL HOMELANDS OR WITH 
RELATIVES AND FRIENDS.  WHILE IMMEDIATE NEEDS ARE STARTING TO BE MET IN 
LARGER SETTLEMENTS, SMALLER SITES HAVE GENERALLY RECEIVED MUCH LESS 
ATTENTION AND ASSISTANCE.  PRIORITY NEEDS IDENTIFIED INCLUDE SHELTER 
MATERIAL, WATER AND SANITATION FACILITIES, AND PROTECTION INITIATIVES.  
IN ADDITION, FUTURE CAMP PLANNING ACTIVITIES SHOULD ADDRESS FIRE 
HAZARDS FROM DENSELY-SETTLED SITES, AND COMPREHENSIVE, SYSTEMATIC IDP 
REGISTRATION AND MAPPING WOULD FACILITATE THE HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE.  
USAID STAFF ANTICIPATE PROLONGED HUMANITARIAN AND ECONOMIC 
CONSEQUENCES.  END SUMMARY. 
 
------------------- 
ASSESSMENT FINDINGS 
------------------- 
 
2) BETWEEN JANUARY 10 AND JANUARY 15, USAID CONDUCTED ASSESSMENTS IN 
THE PROVINCES OF RIFT VALLEY, NYANZA, AND WESTERN TO ASSESS PRIORITY 
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND INFORM ADDITIONAL PROGRAM DECISIONS. 
 
3) OVERALL, THE HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE IS IN ITS EARLY STAGES, BUT IS 
RAMPING UP (REF B).  INITIALLY, CHURCHES AND OTHER LOCAL GROUPS WERE 
ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN ASSISTING IDPS.  MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES (MSF), 
THE GOVERNMENT OF KENYA (GOK) AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
RED CROSS (ICRC) ARE WORKING IN CLOSE COORDINATION WITH THE KENYA RED 
CROSS SOCIETY (KRCS) TO LEAD RAPID RESPONSE ACTIVITIES.  DISTRICT 
DISASTER COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN ACTIVATED AND THE UN CLUSTER SYSTEM IS 
DEVELOPING A COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSE PLAN. 
 
4) CONTINUED POPULATION MOVEMENTS AND MULTIPLE, SPONTANEOUS SETTLEMENTS 
ARE COMPLICATING PLANNING AND LOGISTICS OPERATIONS OF THE HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE.  THE GOK, THROUGH THE KRCS, IS WORKING TO ESTABLISH 
CENTRALIZED SETTLEMENTS IN AREAS INCLUDING NAKURU, ELDORET, BURNT 
FOREST, AND CHERENGANI TO ENSURE BETTER SECURITY AND EASIER PROVISION 
OF ASSISTANCE.  SMALLER GROUPS OF IDPS, OFTEN IN ISOLATED AREAS, ARE 
RECEIVING INTERMITTENT SERVICES TO DATE. 
 
5) MANY IDPS HAVE SOUGHT REFUGE IN PUBLIC PLACES CLOSE TO THEIR 
ORIGINAL HOMES, SUCH AS POLICE STATIONS, SCHOOLS, AND CHURCH COMPOUNDS, 
AND OTHERS ARE MOVING IN WITH RELATIVES OR FRIENDS.  MANY ARE STILL 
SLEEPING IN THE OPEN AIR.  IDPS, THE MAJORITY OF WHOM ARE WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN, REPORTED RELUCTANCE TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES FOR MULTIPLE 
REASONS INCLUDING CONTINUED THREATS, BURNT AND DESTROYED HOMES AND 
PROPERTY, AS WELL AS FEARS OF RENEWED ATTACKS.  IN ADDITION, FEELINGS 
OF INSECURITY ARE HEIGHTENED AMONG IDPS WHO FACED SIMILAR THREATS 
FOLLOWING THE 1992 AND 1997 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 
 
 
----------------- 



PRIORITY CONCERNS 
----------------- 
 
6) DUE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPONTANEOUS IDP SETTLEMENTS, SEVERAL 
CHALLENGES ARE ARISING.  AT PRESENT, IDPS REQUIRE BLANKETS AND SHELTER 
MATERIAL SUCH AS PLASTIC SHEETING.  WATER QUALITY, STORAGE, AND ACCESS 
WERE ALSO RAISED AS PROBLEMS.  MOST SITES LACK APPROPRIATE SANITATION 
FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE LIKE WATER TAPS AND LIGHTING.  THE GOK IS 
TRYING TO MOVE IDPS TO MORE APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS WITH PROPER 
AMENITIES, SUCH AS DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL SHOWGROUNDS. 
 
7) THE SANITATION SITUATION IS SLOWLY IMPROVING AS THE HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE BECOMES MOBILIZED.  MULTIPLE AGENCIES, INCLUDING MSF, CARE, 
THE UN CHILDREN'S FUND, AND WORLD VISION, ARE ADDRESSING THE LACK OF 
LATRINES.  HOWEVER, IN SOME SETTLEMENTS, THERE ARE NO LATRINES AND IN 
OTHERS THE NUMBER OF LATRINES IS FAR BELOW ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARDS.  IN ONE SETTLEMENT, THERE WAS ONE LATRINE FOR 3,000 PEOPLE.  
WHILE BENEFICIAL IN THE MEDIUM-TERM, EFFORTS TO CONSOLIDATE IDPS IN 
LARGER SITES ARE COMPLICATING WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES IN THE 
NEAR-TERM. 
 
------------------- 
ADDITIONAL CONCERNS 
------------------- 
 
8) HEALTH COVERAGE IS WEAK TO DATE BUT IMPROVING AS INFORMATION BECOMES 
AVAILABLE AND PARTNERS ENHANCE COORDINATION MECHANISMS.  THE MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH (MOH), MSF, AND KRCS ARE PROVIDING MOBILE HEALTH CLINICS.  
HOWEVER, THE MOH REPORTS THAT INSECURITY OR THE THREAT OF INSECURITY IS 
MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR PEOPLE TO ACCESS HEALTH FACILITIES AND FOR 
HEALTH STAFF TO GO TO WORK. 
 
9) TO DATE THERE ARE NO REPORTS OF WIDESPREAD DISEASE OUTBREAKS. 
THE MOH REPORTED 3 SUSPECTED MEASLES CASES IN ELDORET AND IS PLANNING A 
MEASLES VACCINATION CAMPAIGN FOR ALL CAMPS.  RESPIRATORY INFECTIONS AND 
DIARRHEA ARE SURFACING AS COMMON HEALTH PROBLEMS. 
VERY FEW DEATHS HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN CAMPS FROM HEALTH PROBLEMS 
ASSOCIATED WITH DISPLACEMENT. 
 
10) IDPS REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR GETTING CHILDREN BACK INTO 
SCHOOL.  NOT ONLY HAVE SCHOOLS BEEN BURNED DOWN AND TEACHERS DISPLACED, 
BUT STUDENTS AND TEACHERS DO NOT WANT TO RETURN TO SCHOOLS IN MIXED 
ETHNIC AREAS DUE TO INSECURITY.  IN ADDITION, IT IS NOT EASY FOR 
DISPLACED CHILDREN TO REGISTER IN SCHOOLS NEAR IDP SITES AND, AS A 
RESULT, MANY CHILDREN ARE NOT GOING TO SCHOOL.  MANY IDPS INTERVIEWED 
SAID THEIR CHILDREN'S BOOKS AND SCHOOL UNIFORMS HAD BEEN BURNED. 
 
11) FOOD IS REACHING THE DISPLACED ALTHOUGH NOT ALWAYS IN SUFFICIENT 
QUANTITIES AND REGULARLY.  ACCORDING TO THE UN WORLD FOOD PROGRAM 
(WFP), THERE ARE SUFFICIENT STOCKS OF FOOD COMMODITIES IN COUNTRY, WITH 
WFP SUPPLEMENTING PULSES, OILS, CORN-SOYA BLEND AND HIGH ENERGY 
BISCUITS TO GOK-DONATED CEREALS.  ALTHOUGH WFP IS BORROWING FOOD FROM 
ITS EXISTING OPERATIONS IN KENYA TO RESPOND, THE UN ORGANIZATION SAYS 
THIS IS NOT AFFECTING ITS ONGOING PROGRAMS.  THE DISPLACED SAID THEY DO 
NOT HAVE THE MEANS TO COOK WHOLE KERNEL MAIZE PROVIDED BY THE GOK NOR 
THE FIREWOOD TO COOK IT PROPERLY AND WOULD PREFER MILLED MAIZE.  THE 
LACK OF MILK FOR YOUNG CHILDREN WAS ANOTHER CONCERN. 



 
12) BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE HUMANITARIAN IMPACT, THE POST-ELECTION CRISIS 
HAS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED PEOPLE'S INCOME-GENERATING ACTIVITIES AND 
RESULTED IN SUBSTANTIAL LOSSES.  BURNT FIELDS AND BUSINESSES, UN-
HARVESTED CROPS, MARKET DISRUPTIONS, AND LOOTING ARE EXPECTED TO HAVE 
LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES.  EVEN THOSE WHO ARE NOT DISPLACED HAVE LOST 
JOBS, MARKET OPPORTUNITIES, AND EMPLOYEES.  MEDIUM AND LONG-TERM 
ASSISTANCE WILL BE NEEDED TO MITIGATE THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE 
ONGOING CRISIS, PARTICULARLY IF THE UPCOMING MARCH PLANTING SEASON IS 
MISSED.  IDPS EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO RESTART THEIR BUSINESSES PENDING 
IMPROVED SECURITY AND ACCESS TO LOANS. 
 
--------------------- 
USAID RECOMMENDATIONS 
--------------------- 
 
13) WHILE THE GOK AND KRCS HAVE BEEN RESPONDING WELL, THEIR CAPACITY IS 
OVERSTRETCHED.  USAID RECOMMENDS THAT PARTNERS SUPPORT AND BUILD THEIR 
CAPACITY.  PRIORITY NEEDS IDENTIFIED INCLUDE SHELTER MATERIAL, WATER 
AND SANITATION SUPPORT, AND PROTECTION INITIATIVES, PARTICULARLY FOR 
SMALLER IDP LOCATIONS THAT HAVE YET TO RECEIVE SUFFICIENT ASSISTANCE.  
IN ADDITION, TO PREVENT YET FURTHER DISASTER, FUTURE CAMP PLANNING 
ACTIVITIES MUST ADDRESS FIRE HAZARDS FROM DENSELY-SETTLED SITES.  
COMPREHENSIVE AND SYSTEMATIC IDP REGISTRATION AND MAPPING WOULD 
FACILITATE THE HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE.  IN THE AREA OF FOOD, CORN-SOYA 
BLEND (CSB) AND OTHER CHILD-APPROPRIATE FOOD SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE 
PROVIDED AND MILLED MAIZE SHOULD BE PROVIDED WHERE POSSIBLE. LONG-TERM 
ECONOMIC LIVELIHOOD INITIATIVES WILL BE NEEDED FOR IDPS WHO HAVE BECOME 
DESTITUTE AND LACK ECONOMIC SAFETY NETS. 
 
------------ 
USG RESPONSE 
------------ 
 
14) USAID'S OFFICE OF US FOREIGN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (OFDA) HAS 
PROVIDED AN IMMEDIATE USD 200,000 TO KRCS FOR THE PURCHASE AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF EMERGENCY RELIEF SUPPLIES, INCLUDING BLANKETS AND 
SHELTER MATERIAL FOR COMMUNITIES DISPLACED BY THE VIOLENCE.  ON JANUARY 
13, OFDA AIRLIFTED 350 ROLLS OF PLASTIC SHEETING FOR 2,800 FAMILIES, 
VALUED AT MORE THAN USD 173,000 INCLUDING TRANSPORT, TO ELDORET TO 
SUPPLEMENT EXISTING SHELTER RESOURCES.  OFDA IS CURRENTLY WORKING TO 
PROGRAM APPROXIMATELY USD 4.6 MILLION AS PLEDGED BY AMBASSADOR 
RANNEBERGER TO ADDRESS HEALTH, ADDITIONAL SHELTER, WATER, SANITATION, 
AND HYGIENE NEEDS, AND PROTECTION.  THE USG IS THE LARGEST DONOR TO WFP 
IN KENYA, AND MANY IDPS ARE RECEIVING USG-DONATED EMERGENCY FOOD 
RELIEF.  FIELD STAFF CONTINUE TO CONDUCT ASSESSMENTS AS SECURITY 
ALLOWS, AND TO LIAISE WITH UN, INTERNATIONAL RELIEF AGENCIES, AND OTHER 
DONORS TO FACILITATE HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE EFFORTS. 
 
RANNEBERGER 
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