Aushor
Hy

i‘!"{
fa,.
s

iC

MLE s

St

o

s
130 s g LT TTI0T

s TS fiofle.

THE WHIT# HOLSE

WaZIILNGTON

LEONFIERENTIAL— April 9, 1965

RATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 325

MEMOBRANDUM TO: Seeretary of Stats
Secretary of the Treasury
Szcretary of Agricultare
Fecretary of Commerce
Administrator, Agency for
International! Developrnant

Director, Bursau of tha Budget
Chairman, Export-Iropert Bank

SURJECT: Task Force on Southeast Asian Foomorms
and Secizl Devaloproent

[ herewith direct my Special Assistant for Nadonal SecuTity
Affadrs, Mr. MecGegrge Bundy, to sstahlish a task force on
Zentheast Asian economic =nd soctal development, [ request
each of you to designate & senior offisial or officiaie to work
with Mz, Bundy in this tagk farea, I hope that you yourself
will take & ditect interest in this metter, 2nd I am asking
iz, Bundy to review all recommandations of tha task force
with you before they are brought 1 me for approval.

The task force will prepare plans and recommendations for
me and for M7. Eugene Black with respect to the positions
the United States should take for the support of the broad
policy announged in my staterment to the Cabinet of Mareh 25
and oy speech at Johns Hopking on April 7.  The work of the
tagk force will be cemducted in conformity with my desire
that our position be that of readiness te respond to the plans
and proposals of Asian leaders. In particular, itis my
desire that this work he conducted in such 2 way as to fiva
the largest possible oppevtunity for leadarehip and initiatve
by the Secretary General of the United Nations,

By the close of business Thursday, April 15, I wish to have

2 firat report {rom the task forca, This Tepert should
deal with the following tepics:
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1. Ap assessment of the most desirable form of
regional arrangement for Sovutksast Ssian development.
This assessment sheuld include an examinztion of the
conditions that will Ge necsssary to make U, 5. contribu-
tems effective and to ensure public confidencs in their
edaciveness,

2. A preliminary assessment of the sizc and shape of
the agsistance which could be effccHvely used within an
appropriate regional framework of developmant, This
assessment should sxamine the possibilities hoth uader
conditions of confioving conflict in Viemarn and under
conditiens of peaceful settlermment, If should comsider how
much of the input could effzctvely be in the form of surplus
comnmodities, and how much of it might be vnedical and
other technicazl assistance,

3. An ssfimate of the coatrfbuticns we should look for
from other indusirialized mafions, both now and in the ewvent
of a peaceful settlemnent in Vietnam, There should aise ba
recommendaiions on ways of malking these contributions
zs large as possible,

4, The steps that can be taken to encourage additional
Erivate investmnent by industralized countries in Southenst
Asia,

3. A review of the pros and sons of an inermediats increanse
in U. E. zssistonce to Scutheast Asia aven bafore the estab=-
iighinent of 2 new regioral development prograra. In par-
teular this Teview shoald examine the possibdlities for zn
iminediate inczrease of the input of surplus commoditias
iato the region in ways which will contrivute effcctively to
the broed purposes I kave stzied,

The Special Assistant for National Secuzity Affairs iz
autherized to call on the aporopriate Departments and
dgencies for necessary staff supoori for this task force,

I oy sa: O, Jobnson
MSC Files






