
. - PROGRAM FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM - 

President Truman's Inaugural Statement of Faith 

- ,- {Fdlowing is full Iext of Harry S. Truman's inaugural address, 
- . lam. 20, 1949.) 

\ -' .. . . * .  

. Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chief lustice, and fellow citizens: 

.. :I m p t  with humility the honor which the American peo- , pb have conferred upon me. I accept it with a deep resolve 
4 ,  to do all that I can for the welfare of this nation and for the 

peace of the world. 
In performing the duties of my office, I need the help and 

pAyers of every one of you. I ask for your encouragement end 
your support. The tasks we face are difficult, and we can 
accomplish them only if we work together. 
: Each period of our national history has had its speciill 

- challenges. Those that confront us now are its momentous iis 
. ' i q  in the past. Todily marks the I~eginning not only of a new 

. Ailministration, but of a period that Ivill be eventful, per- 
; - + hipr d d d v e ,  for us and for the \vorld. 

' # m a y  be o w  lot to experience, and in large measure to 
* L ,s 

-b@g about, s major turning point in the long history of the 
. l#man race. The fiist half of this century has lxen marked 
. ' tiy unprecedented and brutal attacks on the rights of man, and 
* 

' by .the two most frightful wars in history. The supreme need 
dI our time is for men to learn to live together in peace and 
h m y .  
The peoples of the earth face the flittire with grave uncer- 

tainty, composed almost equally of great hopes and great 
fms. In this time of doubt. they look to the United Statcs 
ar k e r  before for good will, strength and \vise leadership. 

It is fitting, therefore, that \ve take this occasion to pro- 
daim to the world the essential principles of the faith by which 

) live, and to declare our aims to all peoples. 
' , American people stand firm in  the faith which has in- 

. spired this nation from the beginning. IVe believe that ill1 
I men have a right to equal justice under law and equal op- 

' , portunity to share in the common good. \Ve believe that all ' men have the right to freedom of thought ,ind expression. We 
believe that all men are created equal because they are created 

- in-the image' of God. 
Bbm this faith we will not be moved. 

. The American people desire. .ind are determined to work 
for, a world in which all nations and all peoples are free to 
g w  themselves as they see fit and to achieve a decent and 
sqtisfying life. Above all else, our people desire, and are deter- 
mimid to work for, peace on eiirth-a just and lasting peace- 

:. b , d  on genuine agreement freely arrived at by equals. 
.- In the pursuit of these aims, the U. S. ,ind other like-minded 

- natGms find themselves directly opposed by a regime nith 
qntrary aims and a totallv different concept of life. 

, ' 
-' That regime adheres to a false philosophy which purports 
b &er freedom, security and greater opportunity to man- 

-. . ; kfELd. Misled by this philosophy, many peoples have sacrificed , 

-:' t&ir liberties only to learn to their sorrow that deceit md-, . : 1 q d c e r y ,  poverty and tyranny, are their reward. 
1 + 

1 - <  7 That false philosophy is Communism. 
. 1 ;;;+,&nununism is based on the belief that man is so w e d b i n d  

.,. - =  ' ' ~ ~ u a t e  that he is unable to govern himself, and there- 
F,-. *.  *z:.: i* p q i r e s  the rule of strong masters. 
i + Jh~,u,~aS;~~ 2, i .. 

Democracy is biised on the conviction that man has the 
moral and intellectual capacity, us well as the i~lalienilble 
right, to govern himself with reason and justice. 

Communism subjects the individual to arrest without lawful 
cause, punishment without trial, and forced 1;lbor as the chat- 
tel of the state. It decrees what information he shall receive, 
what art he shall produce, what leaders he shall follow and 
what thoughts he shall think. 

Democriicv maintains thilt government is established for 
the benefit of the individual, and is charged with the responsi- 
bility of protectin:. the rights of the individniil iintl his freedom 
in the exercise of his al>ilitics. 

Communism maintains that social wrongs can be corrected 
only by violence. 

Democracy has proved that social justice can be ac~rievcd 
through peaceful change. 

Communism holds that the world is so deeply divided into 
opposing clusses that war is inevitable. 

Democracy holds that free nations can settle differences 
justly and mnintnin Iiisting peace. 

These differences between Communism and democracy do 
not concern the United States alone. People e v e ~ v h e r e  nre 
coming to realize that what is involved is material well-being 
human dignity lint1 the right to believe in and worship God. 

I state thesc differences, not to draw issues of belief as 
such, but bccause the actions resulting from the Communist 
philosophy are n threat to the efforts of free nntions to brjng 
about world recoverv and lasting peace. 

Since the end of hostilities, the United States has invested 
its substance and its energy in a great constnictive effort to 
restore peace, stilbility and freedom to the world. 

We have sought no territory and we have imposed our will 
on none. We have iisked for no privileges we would not ex- 
tend to others. 

We have constantly and vigorously supported the United 
Nations and relnttd agencies as a means of applying democrat- 
ic principles to international relations. We ]lave consistently 
advocated and relied upon peaceful settlement of disputes 
among nations. 

We have made every effort to secure agreement on effective 
international control of our most powerful weapon, and we 
have worked steadily for the limitation and control of all 
armaments. 

We have encouraged, by precept and exnrnple, the expan- 
sion of world trade on a sound and fair basis. 

Almost a year (160, in company with sixteen free nations 
of Europe, we launched the greatest co-operative economic 
program in history. The purpose of that unprecedented ef- 
fort is to invigorate and strengthen democracy in Europe, so 
that the free people of that continent can resume their right- 

e in the forefront of civilization and can contribute 

+@ re to the security and welfare of the world. 
8& efforts have brought new hope to all mankind. Wo 

Rave beaten back despair and defeatism. We have saved r 
number of countries from losing their liberty, Hundreds oi 
millions of people all over the world now agree with us, that 
we need not have war-that we can have peace. 

+ 
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ponent selecting as necessary from each service the 
compon f t best fitted for the job. There should be se- 
lected a t+k force commander from one of the services 
and he should be provided with a joint staff (from all 
the services) of his own choosing and his directive \ 
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff should be specific as to 
his authority, &sponsibility and theater of action. This 
follows the best .experience of World War 11. 

A Democracy Never Fully Ready 

Q How do you distinguish between the necessities 
of an  actual set o f  operations o f  our armed services 
and the tools or weapons needed b y  the armed services 
for all manner of contingencies that might arise during 
a war? B y  this is meant an explanation o f  the differ- 
ence between the setup o f  a functional nature to op- 
erate with the tools already provided and the concepts 
that should govern the actual procurement before- 
hand o f  materials and man power for potential 
emergencies of  alk kinds. 

A The necessities of an actual set of operations 
should determine the kind and number of the tools or 
weapons, and it has been the practice of the services 
to visualize far in advance the prospective operations 
and to determine the kinds and numbers of,weapons 
necessary. However, due to many causes, the .produc- 
tion of new weapons does not always keep pace with 
planning and it becomes necessary to do the b q t  we 
can with weapons available. Furthermore, the enemy 
may set up unforeseen obstacles or uncover new 
weapons. which will require special weapons and 
tactics. 

All of this is another way of saying that we, as a 
democracy, are never completely ready with plans, 
tactics or weapons because, unlike the aggressor na- 
tion, we cannot peak our readiness for a predetermined 
date: therefore. we must always expect that much will 
need to be done hurriedly, after war breaks. A realiza- 
tion of this makes it of tremendous importance to have 
a large supply of critical materials and to have a 
healthy industry in all fields. This may well be safer 
than to have amassed a huge supply of tools or 
weapons that may become obsolete shortly after war 
starts. 

Deciding on Weapons and Men 

Q Assuming that the Joint Chiefs o f  S t a f f  would 
control and decide all questions o f  actual operations 
in  a war, t o  whom should be entrusted the problem o f  
deciding what tools or weapons or m a n  power shall be 
supplied i n  advance to the different branches and 
units o f  the armed services? 

A Each service, with its specialists, is best qualified 
to determine the kind of tools it should have to carry 
out  its traditional functions. The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
should exercise supervision of the numbers of such 
tools and the man power needed. If the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff fail to agree on numbers and man power, the 

Secretary of Defense and/or the President should 
make the decisions promptly and the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and the services can be expected to conform a t  
once. 

I t  is unreasonable to expect the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
to be unanimous in all matters and it is for this pur- 
pose that the National Security Act of 1947 set up the 
Secretary of Defense as a source of decision. Under 
the Constitution the power of decision and the final 
responsibility therefor has always been in the Presi- 
dent as the Commander in Chief. 

Q W h a t  d o  you think of the term "war power" as 
a substitute for the terms "sea power," "land power" 
and "air power," which have been i n  common use 
recently? 

A "War power" would be an  acceptable composite 
term to connote "sea power," "land power" and "air 
power" in the broadest sense of these latter terms. But 
each of these three components means a great deal 
more than is generally understood by the reading pub- 
lic and. therefore. careful definition of the full scope 
of the term "war power" would be required. 

For instance, "sea power" means more than com- 
batant ships and naval aviation. I t  includes the sup- 
porting forces, the merchant marine, the shipbuilding 
industry, a large segment of the aviation industry, 
bases, harbor facilities, etc.--in fact, a substantial part 
of the economic, industrial and agricultural complex 
of the country. I t  reaches its greatest effectiveness 
when the entire country is united spiritually and 
morally behind the issues which are to be supported 
by our "sea power." Similar broad connotations are 
implied by the terms "land power" and "air power." 

What 'War Power' Means 

Q Do you believe that the concept "war power" 
could be adopted as meaning maximum use of all 
facilities o f  the armed services, applying in  one theater 
of  war those weapons which are most effective, and in 
another theater o f  war perhaps another group of 
weapons or units, as the case m a y  be? 

A Yes-but, as I indicated in my reply to the 
previous question, "war power" encompasses far mom 
than the facilities of the armed services. I t  is the of- 
fensive power of the nation. 

Q D o  you believe that the max imum amount o f  
preparation b y  each armed service, in  order t o  serve 
an over-all concept,. constitutes the best approach to 
the effective use o f  "war power"? 

A Yes, together with the co-ordinated assistance 
and support of all departments and agencies con- 
cerned. Never overlook the vital contribution of 
agencies such as the Research and Development 
Board, the Munitions Board, the National Security 
Council, the Central Intelligence Agency, the National 
Security Resources Board, etc. And in the last 
analysis, never forget that without the wholehearted 
support of the American people, our maximum of 
"war power" can never be attained. 

BESl AVAILABLE COPY 



The initiative is ours. 
W e  are moving on with other nations to build iln even 

stronger structure of international order and justice. We shall 
have as our partners countries \vhich, no longer solely con- 
cerned with the problem of national survivnl, ilre now working 
to  improve the standards of living of all their people. \Ve are 
ready to undertake new projects to strengthen the free world. 

In the coming years, our program for peace and freedom 
will emphasize four major courses of action. 

First, we will continue to give unfaltering support to the 
U. N. and related agencies, and \ve will continue to search for 
ways to strengthen their authority and increase their effecti\.e- 
ness. IVe believe that the U. N. will be strengthened by the 
new nations \i.hich ilre being formed in lands now rldvilncing 
toward self-government under democratic principles. 

S p d ,  we wil l  continue our programs for world economic 
recovery. 

This means. first of all, that we must keep our full weight 
behind the European Recovery Program. We are confident of 
the success of this major venture in world recovery. \Ve believe 
that our partners in this effort \ \ i l l  achieve the status of self- 
supporting nations once again. 

In addition, Ive must carry out our plans for reducing the 
barriers to world trade and increasing its volume. Econoinic 
recovery and peace itself depend on increased world trade. 

Thi~d_, we will strengthen freedom-loving nutions iigainst 
the dangers of aggression. 

We  are now working out with a number of countries n joint 
agreement designed to strengthen the security of the North. 
Atlantic area. Such an agreement would take the form of il 

collective defense arrangement within the terms of the United 
Nations Charter. 

We have already established such a defense pact for the 
Western Hemisphere hy the treaty of Rio d e  Janeiro. 

The primary purpose of these agreements is to provide un- 
mistakable proof of the joint determination of the free cotin- 
tries to resist armed attack from any qunrter. Each country 
participating in these arrangements must contril~ute all it 
can to the common defense. 

If we can make it sufficiently clear, in advilnce, that illlv 
armed attack affecting our national sectiritv would he met 
with o\~er\vhelmin~ force, the armed attack might never occrlr. 

I hope soon to send to the Senate il treaty respecting the 
North Atliintic security plan. 

In addition, \ve will provide military advice and equipment 
to  free nations u-hich will co-operate with us iu the mainte- 
nance of peace and security. 

Fourth, we must embark on a bold new program for mak- 
ingTeTenefi ts  of our scientific advances and. industrial prog- 

ss available for the improvement and growth of under- 
developed areas. 

More than half the people of the world are living in con- 
ditions approaching misery. Their food is inudequnte. They 
are victims of disease. Their economic life is primitive iind 
stagnant. Their poverty is a handicap ilnd a threat 110th to 
them and to more prosperous areas. 

For the first time in history, humanity possesses the knolvl- 
edge and the skill to relieve the suffering of these people. 

The U, S. is pre-eminent among nations in the development 
of industrial and scientific techniques. The materiril resources 
which \ve ciin afford to use for the assistance of other peoples 
are limited. But our imponderable resources in technical kno\vl- 
edge are constantlv growing and are inexhaustible. 

I believe that we should make available to pence-loving 
peoples the benefits of our store of technical knowledge in 

I order to help them realize their aspirations for n better life. 
. - ' And, in co-operation with other nations, we should foster capi- . .  I 

I tal investment in areas needing development. 
Our aim should be to help the free peoples of the world. 

! 
through their own efforts, to produce more food, more cloth- 
ing, more materials for housing, and more mechanical power 

( to lighten their burdens. 
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W e  invite other countries to pool their technological re- 
sources in this undertaking. Their contributions will be warmly 
welcomed. This should be a co-operative enterprise in which , 
a11 nations work together through the United Nations and its : 
specialized agencies wherever practicable. I t  must be a world- i 
wide effort for the achievement of peace, plenty and freedom. 

With the co-operation of business, private capital, agricul- 
ture and labor in this country, this program can greatly in- 
crease the industrial activity in other nations and can- raise 
substantially their standards of li\.ing. I 

Such new economic developments must be devised and con- , 

trolled to benefit the peoples of the areas in which they are ' 

established. Guarantees to the investor must be balanced by 
quarantees in the interest of the people whose resources and 
\\.hose labor go into these developments. I 

The old imperialism-exploitation for foreign profit-has no 
place in our plans. \\'hat we envisage is a program of develop 
ment based on the concepts of democratic fair dealing. 

All countries, including our own, will greatly benefit from 
a constructive program for the better use of the world's human 
and natural resources. Experience shows that our commerce 
with other countries expands as they progress industrially and 
economicallv. 

Greater production is the key to prosperity and peace. And 
the key to greater production is a wider and more vigorous 
;ipplication of modern scientific and technical knowledge. 

Onlv b). helping the least fortunate of its members to help 
themsel\~es can the human family achieve the decent, satisfy- 
ing life that is the right of all people. 

Democracy alone ciln supply the vitalizing force to stir the 
peoples of the kvorld into triumphant action, not only against 
their human oppressors, but also against their ancient ene- 

- mies-hunger, miserv and despair. 
On the basis of these fqur major courses of action we hope 

to help create the conditions that will lead eventually to per- 
sonal freedom and happiness for ill1 mankind. 

If we  are to be successful in c;lrrying out these policies, it 
is clear that we must have continued prosperity in this coun- 
try and uPe must keep ourselves strong. 

Slowly but surely \\,e are weaving a world fabric of in- 
ternational sectiritv and growing prosperitv. 

!Ve are aided 1)y all \\.]lo wish to live in freedom from fear 
-even by those who li\.e todav in fear under their own gov- 
ernmen ts. 

We  are aided 1)y a11 \\~ho \\.ant relief from the lies of p r o p  
aganda-who desire truth kind sincerity. 

!Ye are aided by a11 who desire self-government and a voice 
in deciding their o\vn affairs. 

We  are aided by a11 who long for economic security-for the 
security and abundance that men in free societies rn enjoy. 

W e  are aided by all nrho desire freedom of speech, free- 
dom of religion nnd freedom to live their own lives for use- 
ful ends. 

Our illlies are the inillions \vho hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. 

In due  time, as our stability becomes manifest, as more and 
more nations come to know the benefits of democracy and to 
participate in growing abundance. I believe that those coun- 
tries \vhich now oppose us will abandon their delusions and 
join \vith the free nations of the \vorld in a just settlement of 
international differences. 

Events have brought our American democracy to new in- 
fluence and new responsibilities. They will test our courage, 
our devotion to dutv and our concept of liberty. 

But I say to all men, what we have achieved in liberty, we 
will surpass in greater liberty. 

Steadfast in our filith in the Almighty, we will advance 
toward a world where man's freedom is secure. ' 

To  that end we will devote our strength, our resources 
and our firmness of resolve. tlrith God's help, the future of 
mankind kvill be assured in a world of justice, harmony-and 

- > peace. 
" ; .  *- 2, 
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Federal Security Chief Ewing, Expert in Politics and Sociology, 
.would Dispense Increased Aid as Head of Proposed Department 

) Oscar R.  Ewing is moving into a cen- 
tral spot for politics and also for be- 
strewing the nation with Government 
benefit checks. Air. Ewing. LI pleasant, 
bustling lawyer and politician turned 
sociologist, heads the Fedel-a1 Security 
Agency. '', 

The business of FSA already includes 
old-age pensions, unemployment ' com- 
pensation, assistance to the needy aged, 
public-health work, aids to educatim, 
child welfare and the supervision ot: 
several Government institutions, includ- 
ing a hospital for the ~ncntillly ill, St. 
Elizabeth's. With all this, the scopc of 
FSA's handiwork is to be enlilrged. 

President Truman and l lr .  Ewing 
both want bigger payments to go to morc 
people, at a cost of additional millions 
in taxes. They want new groups brought 
under old-age pension coverase. They 
want to expand the health, educational 
and children's programs. .And they are 
bacAing a plan for national health in- 
surance, under which the Covernmcnt 
would pay the doctor's bill and collect 
taxes to cover it. 

On top of this, tlle President nnd his 
FSA Administrator want to give FSA 
full departmental ,itlcl Cabit~et status. 
The new Cabinet ~nembcr. of course, 
wotild be hir. Enling. If their plans \vork 
out, hc \vould be ~Ieali~lg out billio~is tor 
aid to perhaps ils mally '1s 125,000,000 
people. \vith a lot of votes illvolved. 

Naturally, objections .ire expected. 
Many Republicans like neither the pro- 
gram nor the prospect that a mall of Mr. 
Ewing's demonstrated political acute- 
ness would be in charee of it. Thev fear 
the possible effect on future elections. 

In any event, the row over the whole 
subject now is warming up. At the 
center of the storm stands the chunky, 
often defiant figure of Mr. Ewing. 

The Administrator, as a lawyer, has 
represented many conservative, big-busi- 
ness clients, and also has plumped for 
the New Deal and all l i r .  Truman's 
"Fair Deal" variations and additions. 

He has been in politics more than 40 
years, but never has run for office. In- 
stead, he has been an effective back- 
ground operator, adroit at unsnarling 
political tangles for both Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and hlr. Truman. The intensity 
of his political interests have never been 
concealed, however. It is in the open to 
the point of having addressed last sum- 
mer's Democratic National Convention. 

In spite of Mr. Ewing's political nim- 
bleness, even his opponents are ready to 

credit him with integrity, conscientious- 
ness, nnd a deeply sincere belief in the 
causes he advocates. They consider him 
a strong and resourceful foe. His feel- 
ing for the underdogs is profound; he 
began as one of them. 

As Federal Security Adm~nistrator, Mr. 
Ewing has sought to unify the programs 
that were lumped under his agencv and 
give them a steer into the future. IVhere 
other heads of agencies have quililed at 
hot llepublican blasts against "bureau- 
crats." hlr. Ewing always was and is 
~eady  for a fight. He talks b i d ,  firmly. 

His attitudes were shaped in the course 
\ 

After lnw school, Mr. Ewing was drau 
to social work, but deterred by one  thin^ 
He couldn't get a .job in that field. So 1 
organized a law firm in Indianapolis an 
it prospered on railroad accounts. H 
left to go to war in 1917 ntld emerge 

captain in the air service. 
He moved to New York and becam 

associilted \vith the firm of Charles Evar 
Hugllcs, then between two periods o 
the Supreme Court. In 1937, he orgar 
ized ;inother firm with Charles Evar 
Hugllcs, Jr., the Chief Justice's son. 11 
Ewing became the firm's Washingto 
speciillist. and his already welldevelope 

FEDERAL SECURITY"ADMINISTRATOR €WING 
From law to pditics to sociology 

\ 
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of a career that has had three phases nnd ppliticill contacts were, of course, 114 

now is in it .  fourth. d&rimt:nt. He took time out, howevtbr 
As a youngster in Greensburg, Illcl., to 'qccept assignments as ii special as- 

he early acquired a bent for the law. His sistant to the Attorney General. On thest 
boyhood, while not one of want, was jobs, he successfully prosecuted William 
far short of luxurious. Dudley Pelley of the Silver Shirts for 

"My Dad ran a store in town and \ve sedition and Douglas Chandler and Rob- 
lived on a farm, but I was always hang- ert Best, who had been making Nazi 
ing around the courthouse," he says. broadcasts, for treason. 

He worked his way through Indialla As a polih'cian, Mr. Ewing begiui 
University, where IVendell L. Willkie early. I11 1905, kt the age of 10, he was 
was a fratanity brother. In college, he secretary of h i 4  Democratic County 
read the philosophers and, with even Committee in Indiana. He dug in quickly 
greater interest, the sociologists. Still in New York. By 1940, he was Assistant 
\\lorking, he went through Harvard Law Chairman of the Democratic Natiollal 
School. There, with Robert A. Taft and Committee and, for several months. 
Owen Brewster, now Republican Sen- after the Democrats' disaster in the elec- 
ators, he helped edit the Haward Law tion of 1948, served as acting party 
Review. They are good friends, but never Chairman. 
did see things exactly alike. But his usefulness was in special as- 


