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F ORE WORD

?.“Tke Gm’y kind of war we seek is the good old fight agatnst
mn s anczent enemies—poverty, disease, hunger, and illiteracy.”

On the con&nents of Asia, Africa, and Latin America, the

Q-fPomt Four ‘Program is leading the fight “against man’s ancient
enemies,’ as President Truman called them in his message o the |
Cbngress on May 24, 1951.

The stones which follow constitute a “battle report” from
:{:these three continents, selecting examples of Point Four work in
Incha' leena and Paraguay as representative of the battie in
progress on a brcad front. '

Thereport is not primarily in terms of strategy or logistics.
insteaézt is an inquiry into the human factor which can deter-
mme th:é success or failure of Point Four projects, which can
:f'__make the difference between human progress and stagnation.
If am conclusxons can be drawn from this inquiry, they are per-
haps that each campawn against hunger and poverty must be
ﬁ\.:faught not only with technical knowledge but also with patience,

"coﬁrage ereatwe imagination, and a humble spirit.
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- Thke Point Four idea is based on solid experience and a prac-
tical demonstration of what can be accomplished by technical
ooperation.
Almost 10 years ago, work began in the little Republic of
a on the west coast of Africa, which we now recognize as a
ptlot project for the Point Four Program. Until recently most
Americans knew little about Liberia. They may have learned
fr eir | 11ﬁ$t0ry books that it had been colonized by Negro
freedmen from the United States. Since then the ties between
the two countries have become strong. | |
When the African settlement declared itself an independent
nation in 1847, it adopted a constitution and a governmental
modeied closely after our own. The official language
lish though most of the tribal people speak their own dia-
lects. In 1943 the icgislature sanctioned the use of the United
ates dollar as Liberia’s currency. | -
During World War IT thousands of Americans passed through
beria on the way to North Africa or the Middle East. A few
undred took part in building or guarding the airfield and the
ree port of Monrovia. They and some of their fellow citizens
ck in the United States began to understand the importance
Liberia in the family of democratic nations. The African
untry that lies closest to the shores of Brazil, Liberia is a neces-
ry link in air communications between the United States,
\frica, and the Near East. Two of Liberia’s crops, rubber and
ed palm oil, are “strategic” materials. During 1943, when our
yurces of rubber in the Far East had been almost entirely cut off,
re received 31,000 tons of rubber—half of our supply—from
- Other products that are important are iron, lumber,

coffee,




B A 'Ecanomlc Mission arrived in the country in 1944, It was th
~ Economic Mission that brought Frank Pinder to ‘the country
"+ and set him on the first of his ‘many expedmons to vﬂlages
o i mbes deepin the jungle s 4
" When Pmder came to Liberia he observed that the" c

o did 110t grow enough food for its population of around a 1
. people. He knew that most of them did not have enoi
- eat.to keep them healthy. He found out that there
e hun_gry season” during thch starvation came. very “close. to
. many people.  He went out with the full support and
- tion of the Government of Liberia which had leng by
* cerned about the food problem. To deal with the hard
- he had a sack of seed corn and a few sunple fanmng'tool_
|  Thiswasnot Pinder’s first experience in helpmg people to]
o themselves. Born some 40 years before in Key West,_;jf orid
~ -at a time when most boys in that town grew up to wring a pr
~ carious living from the sea, Pinder turned to the soil. = A
" graduatmg from the Florida Agricultural School for Negroes
went to work with the poor share croppers in the Evergiad'f
For a time he taught agricultural subjects at Tuskegee
tute. Then he served as an economist in the Farm |
Adnumstratxon Early in World War II, when leenc fl2
~ up between the Jamaicans brought to this country as em_. ge
- laborers and their American employers, he had been caﬂ
| arbltra,te the differences between them. oG

_, As Pinder went about his work in leema there was-
L -the fanfare usually associated with a visiting  djj
. Liberia had no beasts of burden. Human headloa_dm
R ‘method of carrying supplies. Pinder did not then, and 1
has, ridden i in a hammock slung between four bearers * Insteac
- asturdy man of medium height, he walked along a narrow ra
- worn: through the jungle by generations of native citizens.
: As he walked along, cladin a ragged white shirt, Lhak: 'p nts




nd heav '__work shoes hc puﬁed away at his pipe, observmg the |
Iants ‘the trees. - He was mntensely interested in every
_ thls countryszde whxch he would do a great deal to
ang_r in ‘certain localities. . As he went, his soft voice and
ndly smile made him more welcome than any official trap-
os could have done. -
Wartiﬁlé shortages made it impossible to get any of the supphes
at, Pmder needed for a trek through a tropical country. He
i;ot wait for supplies. He lived on the land as he went along,
d he lived with the people, learning to fit himself into the cus-
ms of the country ‘He learned to know the peoples’ problems |
eir; needs at ﬁrst hand |

 Whenhecame toa vﬂlage he went immedlately to the palaver -

illage. chief. “Toward sundown, when the day’s work

Iks: followcd These talks might be continued on the several
nights of Pmder s visit. He found it necessary to listen sym-
'\thetlcaﬂy to accounts of a variety of troubles such as boundary
sputes, domesuc squabbles and tales of huntmg prowess. -He’
managed aiways to turn the conversation back to crops, seeds,

ifficult because ‘everywhere the people lived on a day-to-day
basis and the threat of hunger was constantly with them. - -
What Pinder found in the country back of the coastal strip
pointed to the need for some drastic changes in methods of
arming.. 'The Liberian custom of moving on to a new clearmg
eath year, allowing the cultivated land of the previous year to
go back to bush, was wasteful of manpower and land. There
vas- _Very little protein food-—meat, fish, eggs—in the diet of the
peéple F resh ‘vegetables were always scarce and practi-
onexistent in the dry season.

Rice and cassava were the principal foods. Often, they were
he only foods. A little corn was grown in a haphazard man-

_er-'f.among the other crops. Rice was planted in the uplands

h@us&——*ﬁhlch was also the-guest house—and presented himself .

s over, the chief would summon the wllage elders and long o

olants, seasons, and methods of cultivation. This was not too

n the ramy season between Aprﬂ and November, but not en‘mugh e




was grown to carry through the dry months. Hence, th
~“out to them that if they would clear the inland swamps a cro
 of rice could be grown which would carry them through the dr
~ months.  They protested that it was impossible to clear the

. swamps. - The growth was-tco dense. Men were not
. enough to do it. Besides, it had never been done. Pati
" Frank Pinder assured them over and over again that it could

-~ bedone. He would show them how with the help of the ste

i Finally one village decided to try-it.. Once the de
~ made, even the grumblers came along since they h;
L say in the palaver house, very much in the manner
. land ‘.T:own_Meeting. - The American, as he ha
- helped in the strenuous task of clearing the bush. = .

‘e kept in close touch with the village, offering suggestions abo
‘the planting and rejoicing when signs of sprouting beg
- At the time of the harvest, Pinder saw to it that a meet

. chiefs and elders from nearby villages was c&IIed_fsg:"thdt -the

“- could see with their own eyes the miracle of a rice crop i

dry season. The demonstration was more -persuasive - thas
dozen arguments to communities which already had be
tighten their belts. In the next dry season, other «
~ farms,” as they are called, began to appear in the swam
The Liberians took other steps toward helping themselves
They followed Pinder’s instructions about. planting hybrid co
~ giving it the special attention it needed. In some plac
experimented with open ditch irrigation to grow 'vegetables
the dry season, using seeds given them by the American.
Pinder never went out on an expedition without seeds.
~ both an itinerant preacher of agriculture and a johnny ppl
-~ seed of Liberia. - Now, cabbage which used to sell for a
~ leaf costs only a few cents a pound; a small onion which use
. tobe worth five cents, sells for about the same price as it would
 in the United States. SR

~



ales ofthe improvements in Crops, trees, poultry were car-
o-the tribal chiefs. When Pinder called at the palaver
use of one of these important personages, he found the chief
and his ‘council were interested and would take suggestions.
ince the word of such a chief was law all down the line, the
eagrew ‘_-wheré people not only were raising more and better
d for themselves but also had some left over to sell.

These first important steps were not without their cost. In
years of making what the Liberians call “patrols,” Pinder
eredattacks of malaria, dysentery, and other tropical ills—
ften when he was in the interior far from medical help. L
'z;c;";-?bf"thf: first plans mapped out in the carly days of the

ds of farming: Sixty trained Liberians have been sent out to
emorelmportant farming areas to teach the use of improved
seed,new farming methods, and the use and care of farm equip-
ment.  Pinder has one United States assistant and a rotating
taff of about ten Liberian technicians. He trains and then
relea—.sesthem to work in the Liberian Department of Agriculture
and Commerce. N
‘Pinder had a great deal to do with the modernizing of this
department.  When the Economic Mission came to Liberia, the
Government’s Bureau of Agriculture had a staff of one or two
nd .a token appropriation of a few hundred dollars a year.
Wxthm jé;;_year, it had been enlarged and granted more funds. In
13"9}18;_-:'11‘11671&!5@1'%&11 Government created a Department of Agri-
: tureand Commerce of full cabinet level, with a budget of
$100,000 a year. In 1949, the Liberian Government paid for
he whole trammg program, which has been continued and ex-
pandedmth the aid and advice of a U.S. mission,
“When Pinder first started making his expeditions into the
om'ztryszde living with the people and making note of what
“was lacking in their diet, he was struck by the small, scrawny
chickens which laid eggs not much larger than robins’ eggs. At
‘his recommendation, the Economic Mission and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture imported from the United States several
DTN ¢ 551 3 &5 At § 2




~ " hundred large roosters of the best strains. Two hundred of =
~these were allotted to the Booker T. Washington Institate and =
. the rest were kept at one of the Mission’s experimental stations. o
o Repm‘ts of big, healthy chickens and the size of the eggs they. 5
e :Iald spread through the countryside. People traveled long dis- o
" tances on foot or by canoe to see them. A few of the new chicks
~ were given to native farmers. They agreed to feed them strictly -~
E according to the rules laid down by Mission personnel and later
- to distribute their offspring to neighbors. Those farmers lucky -
©. . enough tobe assigned the chicks have treated their good fortune
- asasolemn trust and are helping with their distribution. Large,
. fresh eggs are doing wonders in raising the Liberian standard of -
~ eatingand living. T
- The national income of Liberia comes mainly from rubbér
growing, which belongs mostly to a private concession, and from -
the sale of palm oil, palm kernels, and cocoa. Red palm oil 13.{
important in the processing of tin plate. All of it used to be
obtained from wild oil palms. The oil was extracted by the
simplest of hand methods. Pinder brought in a better strain of
palms from Nigeria. These have been successfully raised on’
- the experimental farms of the Government and the Mission. -
 In terms of individual human beings and of families, the :
changes wrought by these improvements have been large. An
example is the case of Festus S. Kandakai of the Ganyea clan in
the Liberian hinterland. Mr. Kandakai, his wife, and thexr
- four children of school age, all working the whole day were =
.scarcelv able to wring a bare subsistence from their 15-acre farm
‘and the few wild palms on it. The family’s income was about
- 50 doﬂarsayear

In 1946, Kandakai asked the Economic MISSIOII for help in

ﬁ growing vegetables. Three years later, in 1949, the Kandakai
- family had an annual income of 300 dollars. In- addltmn fo -

selling the vegetables, they have added some to their own diet.
o The four older children go to elementary school at Saukoko 1 now
B Kandakaz has added a block of about 50 acres to be planted to 5

QO



::_';_f.:'}HIpI'GVCd paims aad cocoa and some day in the not too distant
- futurehe’ expects to own all hisland outright.
---\'--'-"'I'here is the vﬂiaore of ‘Dimeh-Amino, not far from Monrovia,
%here the leenaﬁ ‘Government, with United States coopera-
- tion, has begun a pilot project. World War II had cut off the
- trade in. pa.!m oil, palm fiber, coffee, and rice which had been
" carried on with German and Lebanese traders, “There was so
_r-:ffhttie we could seli,” the tribal elder, Momo Taweh, told an
_'_';?_Amencan visitor, “that we found it impossible to pay our hut
- taxes.” The hut tax is the principal real- estate tax in Liberia
and amounts to about three dollars a year.
';'a-j:.RepreaemauVes of the U. S. Mission discussed the possibility
-~ of raising fruits and vegetables for sale in Monrovia. Seeds,
f,{_sxmpip tools, ‘'and other equipment were supplied. The first
_season, the people produced enough vegetables for sale. With
:fi_?._some of the money they earned this way the village bought three
f‘-‘O-gaﬂon kettles for cooking palmoil.  Use of the kettles resulted
m 2 better product because there was less acid left in the oil.
N(}w money is being invested cooperatively in an oil press and a
:-'_"i.nut—crackmg machine. More young palm trees of improved
_variety have been planted. Head Chief Anadu takes pride in
“the fact that the annual income of each family has increased from
jj-"IeSs than ﬁve dollars a year in 1944 to about twenty-five dollars,
now.
S When the technical workers of the Economic Mission first
"‘-began to go to the project at Dimeh-Amino, which is about 15
“miles from the capital city of Monrovia, it took them about 8§
“hours of combined walking and canoeing to reach the place.
‘Now by crossing the fine new bridge over the St. Paul River
‘and following the new road which has been built, the traveler
f.-(':evers the distance in a car or truck iz about 30 minutes.
-~ The United States Pure Food and Drug Administration used
to prohibit the entry of Liberian cocoa into the United States
becanse of its poor quality. During the war years, European
markets were cut off and the cocoa trees became part of the

'__'.'_"_'gjtmgle One of the first things Pinder did on coming to

FaY




. Liberia was to encourage the people te clear the groves and to

= ~teach then to prepare their product for market. They have

3 recentIY sez out 600,000 young cocca trees. When these come

S '_',.mzles - With the roads have come also a demand for all kmds |
. of goods from the United States—trucks, tractors, road-building -
- and maintenance equipment. Now hundreds of farm ‘axmhes

. k to qu production, thev will supply nearly 150 tons of exportable

= “cocoa beans each year, most of which goes to the United States.
- The buﬁdmg of new roads has had much to do with the ex- ;"f
pansmn in agriculture and industry. In 1933 there were about '

200 miles of roads in Liberia. In 1950 there were over 1 UOO

~ can take their produce to market in a day, whereas it used to.
. mezan weeks of weary plodding on foot. The produce arvives
in better condition and the farmer can get better prices for it.
While these projects were going on, the United States Mzsmen
~and the Liberiar. Government were advancing 2 survey of the -
~ entire country covering its soil, forest and mineral resaurces,
 future transportation possibilities, and cther phases of economic
ife. The Government of Liberia has expressed a desire for
United 5tates technical cooperation in a long-range deveiopmeﬁt
program: vased on this survey. SR
Cver a 5- to 17 -year period the program will concentrate on -
five major fields: engineering, with emphasis on mad-bmldmg
and hydroelectric works; agricultural development; further
health services; basic education; and improved public admm :
istration. The Liberian Gm;emment expects to conmbute 2@' .
 percent of its total annual revenue, or about one million dollars
a year, to these plans. The annual rate of United States °p€:nd-
ing for the program reached $850,000 during ihe year 1951,
In Liberia, U.S. capital has found an open-door policy and a -
stable government. Since 1926, the Firestone Rubber Companv
has leased land for the cultivation of rubber. At present the
company has 70,000 acres under production and ancther 10, Mir '?
acres of rubber trees which will come into production within the
next 5 years. Its plantations contain model villages to heuse

10




ubber Warkers ‘WhO are prowded with modern medical care
an hﬁspxtahzauon EEE o
~Other American firms have gone into Liberia. The Liberia
M mmg Company 1s developing iron-ore deposits in the Bomi
Hills. Thi “company has built a 50-mile railroad from the
Bomi Hﬂls to the free port of Monrovia. A third concern, the
5{_:1'1& Company, deals in cocoa piantatmns and small trading
and sawmill operatlons
Lrbena has proved a staunch mdependent ally to the United
States. - Both countries are profiting from the cooperation be-
een the Health and Economic Missions of the United States
éffGovernment of Liberia. This is true whether you con-.
Frank Pinder exploring the countryside to show the people
o help themselves or whether vou consider that anaual

,000,000 to $21,500,000.

Both have laid a firm foundation for the Point Four coopera
on Which the Lmted States and Liberia, as free nations, have
,Iedged themselves to continue in the vears ahead.

\'"de between the two countries has grown i in 9 years from
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our'?fbrefathers went westward from the Appalachians to
cific Ocean they took with them, in addition to their pas-

| comfnumty was from New England.

on, hasbeen the moving spirit behmd great changes whlch A
ng place today in the countryof Paraguay. SR
e early days of his work there, Patterson found it hard te' -'
Earaguayan technicians that “know how” was just this -
£ cembmatzon of theoret.tcal knowledge and skilled hand .

like a common laborer,” one technician protested.
But i f;werks better Patterson persisted, and he kept nght
showmg farmers and students how to use a steel plow, or a

.';SO_ by domg these thmgs himself. Event‘ually, custom gave way |

‘hands also When they feel it will do the most good.

_ m;’_ Preszdent Truman’s inaugural address, programs of -

for ; reedom, a decent respect for education. School teach- : 5
ers .Howcd ajong in the wagon tracks and many times the first

teacher. usually combined knowledge from books with a L

fbxhty;to do things well by kand. = This breed of helpfui L
d women has not died out. One of them, Albion W.

1 ot the custem of our country for an educated man todo

_a.ter how best to turn velvet beans under to fertilize the

”the obvious fact that people learned how to do things faster |
ter a’ “demonstration. Now, Paraguayan teachers use their = -~

'hile the Point Four Program was introduced as a bold new ;o

cal cooperatzon ha.ve been carried on for more than ¢

Patterson Went fo. Para— -

At that tlme the Paraguayan Govemment had been among the 5
' ﬁmt of our southem neighbors to request help from the Food




: uppl}’Dlmoﬂ OftheIBfStltu té“o_f Inter-American Aﬁans In .
the 9 years which have passed since then, the lanky, energetic
figure of Patterson has become familiar to farmers all over the

- Though they gave him the respect due an important foreigner,
~ they were somewhat amazed by him. = Tall and fair with friendly -
‘blue eyes and a scholarly air, he seemed really to be interested
in their troubles. He also seemed to be always in motion— -
- striding across the fields, picking up samples of soil to examine
‘them, riding out on horseback to inspect local cattle, or iater,
bouncing by in one of the trucks belonging to the Institute o
- Moreover he did not often. dress like a foreign dignitary,
even like an important business man out from the capital city,
- Asuncién. - Instead, he went about in a soft shirt open at the
 neck; work pants, and many times hé had on his head, a broad-
- _35'--’“".bi_'-im::d,'_"-,hbiile-made-lpaim-ﬁber hat like that of -anyone else
- working in the country. He looked as if he were going ‘to get
- right down to a job himself, which, of course, is exactly what he
o did. In spite of this—or perhaps because of it—he is now liked
+ and respected by officials in Paraguay. It was not, however,
. As the three North Americans who formed the Food Mission

e .. soon discovered upon their arrival in Asuncién in 19492, the ol
- questfor North American help had not been unanimous on the
S doubtful of the intentions of the northerners. Despite som
e ..de}ibé?&te discouragement, the Mission went about its busmessﬂf
7 r_,-__:_._;V,Whe'n,.-que_stioned._ Patterson will modestly say that he Wenttg

~~Paraguay merely as an interpreter. He had been a student o
 Romance languages and had lived many months in Spain.
B “Later, he had been head of the Romance Language Departmeént
e at South Kent School in Connecticut—a school whose smdffm's
T ‘worked on the land maintaining the school farm as part of their -
_ curriculum.  In Paraguay, Patterson’s translating went beyond

-
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He spearheaded all ous eﬁorts in Paraguay. He
_"_'ork as few men study their jobs and I consider him
ur most effective Chiefs of Field Party.” All of which
raise Wguld}f undoubtecﬁy COﬂfOUﬁd and abash the Yankee
hoolm ster Who is helpmg to change the life of a countrv and

edi Patterson wasno agmculmnst but he taught him-
to cover aH their individual jobs as he went along. Just
atmg;what they were saying to students did not satisfy him.
anted to understand what he was saying, what they were
. One visiting official from the Institute of Inter-Amer-
cart Affairs re_alls- finding him at 5:30 2. m. poring over a
: ume of Morrison's Feeds and F eeding in preparation for a
monstration scheduled for the day. Among the titles which
r. Patterson, a modest man, holds are Chief of the Institute
ter-American Affairs’ Mission, Chief of Field Party, Food
,jupplv Division, Traa, Director of Stica (the “Servicio”) and
nember of the Paraguayan-Amencan Conumssmn for Tech-
rical Cmperatmn
‘"Aithough he has learned to iove the peopie of Paraguay, he
as not become an expatriate by any means. According to ex-
\mbassador Warren, he has stayed as American as cornbread
' di;tumip greens.  On his rare trips back to the United States,
2atterson has been able to answer questions of American busi-
?{’n'ess‘men 1 terms that satisfy them. :
Regardmg the program as a whole, it has worked out that for
_every Point Four dollar put in by the United States, three Point
Four dollars have been contributed by other countries. In the
" se of Paraguay, there has been a great increase of imports from
this country. Fifty thousand Paraguayans who did not use steel

r:_pioughs befare are usmg them now. And they are being ntro-




f_*vduced to other modem convemences-—mculu\vatcrs sprayers,,_: ’
',__,__r._'f-household items and msectzmdes_pracucaﬂy all of which come
o from. the United States. In 1948, six vears after the program
:).started, the Govemment of Paraguay gave the International -
'~ Harvester ‘Company an order for $2,500 000 worth of eqmp-;;f:
ment, a consxderable item in the Paraguayan economy. e
-~ Toamanwho has been completely devoted to his job, itseems
unbehevable that anybody could question the larger issues:
- thefact, for instance, that we are helping to build and strengthen
. a friendly neighbor; the fact that communism or- any other
R f'-,'.‘(strange ideology will have a hard time making headway ina

= -country made up of small, prosperous, democratic land owners.
~Thereisstill, of course, a great deal to be done. Progfress;m&st

 the people understand and approve. They-have lost their Wary
" attitude. ‘They now come readily to the Sen‘iczo for help. The
~ Government of Paraguay, through the Ministry of Agncuiture"i
o constantly consults with Patterson and his aides. | -
At the Agricultural Conference of the Organization of Ame“l-
- can States in Montevideo, December 1950, the Chairman of _the
. Commission from Paraguay, Sefior Roberto L. Petit, gave full
credit to the United States for helping his people to mnprove their
lot. Afterthe conference, three other Latin American counmes'
asked Paraguay to help them set up similar credit systems.
There can be few happier rewards for a schoehnaster hke'
-Albzon Patterson than to see his own students teaching. |
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_dl , 1s--a land ef extremes—heat and cold poverty and riches,
ancient customs and modem progress. It is also a land of para-
oxes Ff_br exarnple ina year when the Government of India
ras forced to ask for emergency supplies of wheat to feed mil- |
zensinﬁ_ar starvatlon a group of Indian farmers in one small area
t far from Ne ew Delhi had success in doubling their wheat crop.
Thelr potato crops were vielding over twice as many bushels
as “before i in the same acreage. Vegetable crops were larger,
inier, than they ever had been in the memory of the oldest farmer.
What had caused the rich yield? Who created the nnracle of
at acres in the midst of miles of lean, barren earth? Actuallv
t was no miracle. The change had been brought about by the
ca;reful planmng, the patient demonstration, and the devotion
f asmall group of men, one of them an American who had come
oIndiain the spring of 1948.
Horace Holmes, now the Chief of the Agricultural Group of
our Pemt Four Program in India, believes deeply in the common
‘bond 'f’-tWeen men of the soil all over the world. A lean man
_his}.'mld—fortles, with keen, deep-set brown eves and the soft-
peken_ accent of his natlve Tennessee, he is by no means in-
“art cu}ate He can express eloquently the feeling which has.
ated hzs relatxons w1th other farmers, particularly those
£ -India

-- “There is é feﬂowshlp and an understanding among peéople

‘we have more: common undersmdm«r It may be a spiritual

Kﬁbond stronger than those made bymen. Itisthe understanding

-___-of sume of these fundamentai concepts of right and wrong, of
decency of man to man.’

‘close: to nature. It may be that, schooled by the same teacher, - o




- Because heis alsoanemmently practical American, Holmes -
abie to:carry fcrwardthese ideals 'eﬁeétively.f' - He has been
engaged most of his adult life in the workable application of
sc:tencetoagncdture The power of science working for hu-
_‘manity can be a great weapon of the free world he feels. To
_ anyone who demands, “What do we get out of all this?” he has
_ an answer on the personal level which every other American
~ should be able to understand.  “T have four sons.  There are
- 350,000,000 people in India. I would rather have them with
_ usthan against us.” el . |
- Having worked in China immediately after the war with the.

- United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation -Administration,
~ Holmes carme to India with some understanding of the ‘Orient.
Hehas great respect for the civilization of the East and he
. been careful always to work within the tenets of the people:
 religion and customs.  While this proved ‘to be a sound ap
- ’proa::h;jimas not always easy to fo_ﬁow; - How well Holmesha
" succeeded is proven by the fact that on June 11,1951, Prim
. Minister N chru paid tribute to him by citing the remarkal
- progress he had made in bringing about a new orientation in -
the outlook of farmers. | N oo o _Z
- When the growing chaos in China made further agncultural
 planning impossible, Holmes looked forward to going back'to
- the States. - He has a farm in Tennessee which he had not seen
 for a long time. Situated about nine miles from Whiteville.
- not far from Memphis, it has a simple white clapboard h use
Crset mthe midst of cotton and corn fields. Heimes{" Was _;
. and brought up there. He rode a pony to school in the Iiv
 town. Itis the sort of farm and the sort of boyhood from which
~ many thousands of Americans have gone out into the world.
-~ Whilcin China, he occasionally, when he had 2 moment to take
B from the immediate tasks in hand, thought about it. But he
~° was not destined to get back to Whiteville for that visit. -~~~ !
Toward the end of the war, with the pmspect_. of.‘__freeégﬂi
~ stirring throughout all of India, Prime Minister Pandit Jawa-
 harlal Nebru had become interested in city planning as it had

K1)



by aﬂ Amenean Army oiﬁeer statmned in
‘dependence, it became evident to him that city
d be of little use by itself since almost 90 percent
popul tn)n “jhved in rural communities. Prime Minister
m_ake inquiries | for a top-notch agncultural tech- |

the ;_Umted States. -
oug the Indian Council of Agncultura} Research, a gwd B
iny ..estf-"had been areused in farm extension work as it

ogical chmce The name of Horace Holmes, who
‘an agent in farm extension work, was mentioned.
an I";1;I;ld'érgraduate at the Umverszty of Tennessee,
Holmes had become interested in the work of Dr. George W.
n who was teachmg at Cornell University. Warren, who-
ell known for the agricultural evaluation work he did for
nklin D. Roosevelt, was an authority on farm man-

arren enthmasticaﬂy, “I would have gone to India if you
been there!” As it turned out, he himself was to take
v of V Varren’s. revelutxonary Ideas to India.

_nfreedom came at last to that ancient land, the eﬁielals_ '
the newest demecraey recognized the need for great changes. -
speech over the radio, shortly after her arrival as Ambas-
or to the United States, Mme. Vijaya Pandit, sister of
mier: Nehru ‘told some of the ob; jectives of her government.
st; on the debit side of the national ledger is India’s great-
st weakness; as it is that of all countries of Asia, the crushing
overty ef the masses of its people. President Roosevelt spoke

I-clot] ed. In India one speaks of the nine-tenths of the nation

£ you‘.has"an average life €xpectancy, a reasonable hope of liv-
'g;}to Smty—three In India, our people can only hope to live to -
average age of twenty-seven yvears. Our first effort, there-

ore, IS the terrxbly urgent one of gwmg Indians more food, shelter, = -

[a¥aY

1;1'— our. country F or ‘that reason, an Amencanf R

it and ‘mawrketmg After ﬁmshmg at Tennessee, Holmes .
en .ﬁ to Cornell for graduate study. Arnvmg there, he told

, 'e—thlrd of this nation which was ill-fed, Iﬂ-hous ed and -

_"i.‘:;._:ﬂl»fed Iﬂ-housed and ill-clothed. In Amenea each




-*elothmg, and anrowng their health. Toward this end we are_gf}'
putting Imlhens of additional acres under cultivation, begmnmg
- to build great irrigation projects, combat soil erosion, set up

G ;'3-'_:_;health chmcs better the methods of food dxsmbunen, eleetnfy;,j
o ﬂ'mral areas ... !

- Mme. Pandlt went on to say, ° Prmnty number two, and only'
SR jHSt below that of giving more food to our people isto gwe them

- moredemocracy. There is going on in India one of the great&st

S - | democratic upheavals the world has ever known.” T nE

When Horace Holmes arrived in India in the spring of 1 '8

K he realized how much must be done to achieve these goals. Al

the problems in India are on a large scale. They are also com-§

 plex. Hewent to work—at that time as a private citizen having

. no connection with the United States Government—under Pre-
“ mier Balabah Pant of the United Provinces. - Pre:mer Pant gav

- him every possible aid and encouragement, . S

‘After Holmes, with several Indian offizials, had made a vae' ;-

- of the situation, they decided that the American would make ;
“his headquarters at New Delhi, but the work would be started in

 an area roughly one hundred square miles around Etaw

United Provinces. The chosen territery had to be small enow'hf}
~ togive it close attention for study and yet large enough that what--
ever happened there would be significant. In eontemplatmg
an attack upon conditions so long existent and so compheated, i
is natural to wonder, “How do you start? Where do you begin?’

- According to Holmes, the answer is sunple “Fi md a few
-people with the right spirit.” R

When these people were discovered, the next step was te talk
things over with them, to win their friendship and their trust.

- Holmes says, and it has been a major thesis of all his farm e:{ten

- sion work in the United States as well as abroad, “There is. a

N tremendous difference in helping people do somethmg they wan

- todoand in trying to }ngh pressure them to do somethmg some-
 -oneelse feels will do them good.” |

1 NBC radio discussion, The University of Chicago Round Table,_}um
96, 1949, S
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geof Mahewa, a few interested farmersa greed

¢ their yield of wheat—a staple grain of India.

they put in Punjab 591 seed, which had given

the Panjab Experimental Station. When the har-

was i, the farmers who had experimented weighed, meas-
ured, and discussed the results. ~ The trials had resulted in an

crease of 43 percent over the native wheat. On the following
ear, whole fields were planted to the improved wheat. .
Along with the use of improved seed, the practice of turning
under native legumes—dhanchi, moong, sunnai—to enrich the
soil was demonstrated. - Villagers were also taught to make and
tilize compost piles. None of these steps were taken hastily.
"hen peepfehveciose to-the edge of starvation, they learn to
autiousz bout innovations. ' They cannot afford to be other-
,, Intﬁe case of 'Mahewa:,. the experiments paid off well.

w, in that area where other villages have adopted these




moeiern 9ract1ces the yzeld has gone from an average of 13."{1}'
bushels peracre to an average of 26 bushels, and one partkularly
&hgent farmer reaped as many as 63 bushels from one acre.
~In alI these enterprises around Mahewa, Holmes was abiy_-
“assisted by Harish Chandra Seth, a young farmer who had
- turned extension worker. Accordmg to- Seth’s own words, he
- ‘.'ha;d never worked so ha,rd in all his life but he has gloried in
- every small, slow step forward his people have made. Anotiler"
._mdxspensable coworker is a young farm-lecturer at the Benare
Umversxty by the name of Bjnath Singh. Witha bummg deszr
to do somethmg for his people, he has assisted by giving rehgm
- reasons for attempting new methods which othem:se the peﬁpl
e ?—Would not ‘have tried. ' ol e
S Asan exampie in one vﬂiage they refused to tum und °r
o _legumcs while they were green—which is the proper procedur
o to get the maximum benefit from green fertilizer. “It will ki
~ the plants before they have matured and that would be takin
- life which we are forbidden to do,” explamed the '__fa'_- ers
' Holmes talked it over Wlth l}nath Singh Who consxﬂted
""?Bhagavad-(}lta oo, A
" According to Bjnath, the farmers were by no means wr{mg :
- their objections. However, the bock of Vedic Laws also stateq
AL ‘that the first obligation of a farmer was to feed hxmself
bullocks, and his family. Therefore, he had a choit:e-- be

. twoevilsand ploughing under the green legumes in order to P
R '.'wde more food for his family was the lesser of the two.
S Followmg the experiments with wheat, increases were
il :-moted in the potato crops which went from an average 'o
| -'-'bushels per-acre to 235 bushels in the chosen area. Fre
[ proved seed and soil enrichment, the next step was the
* better tools. An olpaé thresher, a simple device for _thr
- grain, was introduced.
' An old saying of the people is that “The share of thc_plf,
is the sword of India.” But for 2,000 years or longer, ther
| :been httle change in the plough in Indla Holmes and hi

Cag



Mes Indian scientists have made some valu-

_ nknown’ method of treating seed for
.ther scientists have developed new, su-

hom could e;ther read nor write. Somehow the benefit

and his: assm:ants have done in Mahewa and in othcrf;
is: the only method which results in progress.

y]new methods introduced must be immediately adapt-
* The average Indian farmer, raising barely enough to feed
1f and his. famﬂy in the good years and close to starvatzon e
d years, could not afford Iong—range experiments.

s were at hand or could be easﬂy obtained. - An example

T ewmg young trees WhICh will eventually become fuel and 7

'czple is acceptance of the fact that all changes made_
into'the deeply religious lives.of the people. _' e T
St eak: of Indian agriculture is to raise the question in-

starvation itself i is not a mass phenomenon. But in

:‘er-present dlscases—-mmalama cholera, plague, tYPhold g

e -

onstrated small rurning ploughs (Gurya) on the
farms_and they have become increasingly p@pular i

but ns_to agncultural research “Dr. Mehta at Kam- ; 1_ »
f ___But there was a tremendous gap between -
2 nullmns of poor strugghng farmers, most -
thqu"must be brought from the Iaboratory to the'-.'_:_

t: out on the land and’ work Wlth the pmple as

f the expf:mnents in the chosen area around Etawéh
principles which Hoimes felt should govern all the agri-
~work in India began to emerge. First, it was ‘obvious

ecend,,_, What was to be done must be accomplished with what S
nomical}y acceptabie change has been the effort to induce -
. to use cow dung as fertilizer instead of burning it for .

1 h‘}s done now. The Indian Government has provided L

end to the age—long waste of valuable fertilizer. The g

n '-"mmdS, ‘What ‘about the famines we read about?”

rs the pmple live on so very little that their health is im-
d, their vitality subnormal. They fall ready victims to




I th_r Indla Their crops have been poer or Iia (=
royed by the drought. The technical aid offered by
1d his e_éss::sta.nts oﬁ’ers hope of allevxatmg future
= Firs” , farmers are bemg taught to work the soil so
Second they are
ed to. clean eut the ancmnt tanks—-ﬂr ponds—~which st
cmg ago have been: buﬂt for j }ust such a purpose. Inthe sta
“Mysore, alone, ‘which has an area of about 29, 900 square mil
_there are 26,000 of these ponds! By encouragmg the: peop' to
- restore them fo their old function of storing water, an impor
E -z;icontnbutmn WIH ‘be made teward controihng fw:ure 'ﬁff ar
A :f;thc work e:xpanded and more men were tramed ast
" and demonstrators, the general i improvement went into oth
"_‘-ﬁelds The care of animals, particularly the precious
of .each farmer, has been lmpmved The mvaluable_
Singh promoted housmg 1mprovements with particular emphas
_ on sanitation. The wvillage of Etawah, threugh the villag
"":-ﬁzipanu""hayat » §et up a unit for adult education. A panch |

cisawvi lage cauncﬂ an ancient democratic unit- of govemm

-.’_'wblch is bemg revzved under the second of the
_'by‘ Mmme. Pandit. :
At about the same time the Munstry of Agrxculture sta te
;"f._:ﬁrst steps ‘toward farm improvement, another tremend

'ﬂmnevatmn ‘was ‘brought to the vﬁlages Under Savagram
~ . Pathi ik, a mass education movement began. " In each v
- those with the abxhty to read and write were chosen, or
- teered, to teach others. In some places, eager adults Iearn
- the rudiments of reading and writing in as short a tim
. days. ‘The cost for this tremendous boon in the hves of
o s_people was about 21 cents per person. R

-~ From the very start of his work in India, Hehnes had rj'_f'
“’-";;F;.mzed the necess:ty of training young men to teach, if the ar
-~ of farm improvement were to grow. While Indla had a’
--‘Iang tradltxon of academic scholarship, her techmcai

prmnties name

trg
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00 successful They were. not truly-*ri ;
: He s _Wamed were. courses. that would be

P n' a piough make a compost plIe, see w1th hlS-__;
eihods for canserwng water. - RPN
chool of any sort was a luxury for most farm famxhes, L
urses which could give a boy basic training in 60 days.
e cla es-abbut two-thirds of the students would dropout. -
emainder who finished became a valuable nucleus of well-

reasis tremendaus

When Holmes or the other members; :

u.-.}:wﬁl walk mﬂes to show a product of their n‘ew}y""’ &
pomt out progressmthe vﬂlage - -

oncerned. -’ -:--_“e Mxmster of Agncuiture, K. M. Munshi, has

1e doctrine tha,t people can be heiped to help themselves. |
33 )‘.Sa.hay, Secretary, Mxmstry of Food, has kepta stea.dy_

: i_'-‘fore im of the day when India’s millions can achieve -
mdependence Up todate, the sole’ expenditure of
d States Government on Point Four work in India has"'
been for the salanes of the technical group . e
“years since he first arrived in the new democracy,é o
as come to respect and to love the Indian people.. For
greétest reward has been to have them come to hxm,
or aid; but with plans and suggesuons | 2 |
o eirer there was a time after he had been in Indla. for 2;'
en_he felt that he should go back to the States. ‘Heand
olmes had been away a long time. He wanted his boys

; der_ boys there were pmblems of educaﬂon Premxer".' -

-work shops where a boy could learnto

eop 'j___“to carry on. the work in the future. ‘The enthu-
boYS who have graduated and gone to work in the e

1950, Holmes and his assistants have been woerg under Sk
Four Program in close. cooperatwn w1th the Governs
of Indza A tremendous factor in the progress so far   ::‘ _;
.d has been the drive and ‘courage of the two top officials

et he same roots in Tennessee that he had had. - For the




| took hxm to the vﬁlage tcmple. There mde 'wal_ ing
t@s 'ay fareweﬂ ‘were assembled, ‘besides the Hmdus some M
: l _ , ome (}hrmtzans, and some Untouchables




