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X cannot tell you howv much it means to me to 
come andl meet with you tunight. You have cone 
here from alf parts of the country, and from all 
so* of oxganizatio~~humh grotips, busi~ess 
ou s, labor anions, and farm organizations. 

gave come to discuss ways and means of going 
ahead with our plans for Poink Four. 

Point Foar takes its name from the last point 
of a fourfold progmm for peace in the worldT 
the p r o p m  1 set forth in my Ha~uguxd Address, 
3 years ago last 3anrxa.ry. 

We have been worEng on that program, and 
we have been making progress. 

We have done wen on the dirst three points. 
First, ,we have supported the United Nations. 
Second, we have carried forward our plans fur 

wodd economic recovery. 
Third, we have ~"trengthenedl free nations 

against aggression, 
But the= three points by themselves wi11 not 

bring us the permanent peace me desira. The 
fo&h point, helping the free peoples of the world 
to help themlves-to produce more-to ~aise 
their living sfandarband to achieve decent, 
satisfying lives-tEs fourth point is in the lung 
.run the most impurtant of all. Without it we 
,cannot read t543 goal. 

Plhrough the measures we have taken in the last 
several. pw+aid to Greece and Turkey, the 
Madlag Pian, the North Atlantic Treaty, the 

w-Pacific treaties, tZre defense program, the resist- 
ance to aggression in Korea-though measures 

, Eke these we are preventing conquest and wodd 
was. We have bought time-we have bought it 
at a great cost in Xivw a.nd money. 

Now it is up to us to nse that time intelligently 
and courageously. We must use it; to wipe out 
the root causes af war. W e  must use the time we 
are g e g  by defense to campaign again& 

- hunger and disease and human mismy. 

iDeE~e~ed by #emetary Acheson for the  President 
before the National Conferewe on Zntemaiional Eco- 
nomic and SaeiaZ DeveIopment at Washington on Apr. 8 
andl released to the press by the Whjte Bsuse on the 

W a s  suifering has been used by every dictator- 
ship of our times as a stepping stone to 
~t was usmi by th ~spanese war lor&. E'?; 
used by Etler. Today it is the weapon of Soviet 
imperialism. Unless it is wiped out it m y  be 
used in the future by some new dictatorship mare 
terrible even than the Soviet. 

% have peace, we must strike at the conditions 
of misery that envelop half the people of the 
earth. Thatis the purpose and the meaning of 
Point Fous 

Point Four Seen in LigM of History 

It w i l l  help us to understand Point Four if we 
step back and look at it in the light of Mary. 

In this century, scientific progress has brought, 
us to the point mhem m&d, for the &st 
in human histnry, can e p e  poveI-t,y and ignorance 
and h~lman misery dean off the face of the earth. 

Yet this cannot be done unless scientific propest 
is linked with political freedom. Tiat is +the la- 
son of hktory. Without fbGtica.1 freedom, scien- 
tific prwess can become a menace, rather than a 
boon to humanity. In the hands of totalitam- 
ans, scientific propess can be used to destroy 
civilizatior;. 

But working together, scientific progress and 
political freedom ean open such a futm as man- 
kind has never dreamed of. 

We have seen what this  means in. our own 
country. 

What we did here in the United St~tes was tO 
create the kind of political spt.em in which men 
could breathe freely and work freely-the b d  
of government in which the ener 'as of human 
beings could be released tci make e most of the 
material resources around them. 

h? 
This is why our country hm h m e " t h e  center 

of industry and science This is why we have been 
caned upon to lead the fight for freedom. W e  
have given greater opportunity to $he individual 
than has ever been b o r n  before. We have given 
more material w&-being to all our people than 
any earlier society was &er able to achieve. 

That is what scientifio progress and political 
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brave done for a-md for many other 
C Q % U L ~ ~ ~  founded in the m&tions of our Wc3sbrn 
ci-~oa 

SeI4-5eweloprnent Fos9ered Em Asia and Aft'im 

Moreover, the tremendous developments that 
have taken place in. the Western world in modern 
times are ha* a profound *RV& upon the an- 
cient &viEzations 5n Asia and h%ca, 

The people of amasJm~erImmed that they 
need not d e r  hunge~~ilkwse, aad,pverty. 'Jhy 
h o w  tha% something can be done to put a stop to 
eB- things. They also ]hskveeleamed o? tihe i&eals 
of politicikl liberty md BE- ovenmepat. 

These peoples have wat& ef us and learned from 
us. Now they are determined to sham as equals 
in the benefits of modern pro~gms. 

They am determined that their resources will 
no Hanger be developed in the interest of foreign- 
ers on the gaktern of the old h & a h .  h d  P they h Y t  want them devels ed OF the benefit of 
soviet imperia~sara either. h e y  insist that these 
resources b developed for their o m  h&t 

They are d l e t e m e d  to establish their own free 
political and economic ~stitu~ons-i~1stitutions 
which will make uass sf the best of our experience 
and will, at the same time, retain the best of their 
o m  eultureq and their own great traditions. 

This9 P believe, Is the mood and the temper that 
has come to Africa and Asia in my lifetime. It is 
real. It is g o d  It holds tremendous promise, 

tommum S@mse as Basis of Poialt 6 ~ u r  

At the same tim% it has great dangers. Such a 
movement can be easi19 misled. Co~uzlunists or 
reactionaries can exploit the hopes and as irstions B of thm peoples for their o m  evil en s. Un- 
scmpdous agitators can use these forces of change 
to bring about disorder and SloodsPld. We must 
do all we exin to keep this from happening 

W3 want tn help the people of these areas. We 
want them learn the methods of o m  science an4 
o m  i~dustry and use t h w  meth& to develop 
their o m  resomces. 

Above all, we want to help them h d  out and 
apply the secret of our own success, the secret of 
our American 1Rsvolution-the secret that the 16- 
tafity of our science, oar industry, our culture, 
is embedded in our political IZe-the secret that 
only free men, freely governed, can naalre the 
rsa%e.gie of science and techology work for tkre 
benefit of human beings, not against them 
Now, what d m  Pomt f i u r  have to do with 

this? It bas everything to do with it. It is tihe 
way we W e  chosen to give owr help and share 
our experience. It is the right way-and the ody 
way-&& em be done. 

These is n o t h g  of hperidism in our mncept 
of Point F o w  We do not propose to dominate 
other people, or ex loit them, or force them to P change their ways o life. 

s 
4 

The two idem that; guide Poiat Fsw ape-fi 

% 9 emperation, free17 sought md free137 an 
w n d ,  help to those who want to help t enwe- 

Those are fie only metbods that can  succeed^ 
today. We must nwer forget them or deparb 
from them. In no other way can we work as 
friends and brothers with the awdcening peoples 
in the underdeve1oped regions of the world. 

This is what Point Four means in the perspec- 
tiva of history. It is the way to prevent bmaa 
progress fmm going off the mileto  prevent a 
mash-u of civmlization-and to  help bring man- 
kind to %e th~hoPd ci a brighter, more wonder- 
ful ffitum 

This is not starry-eyed idealism* It is just flak, 
practical common sense. If we fail to do ths job, 
we will never have world peace. We cannot sur- 
vive as an island of rospesity in a sea of human 

transforme& 
B &ry. But if we o the job, the world wil l  be 

Point FearP$ Message to the W d d  

Just take om specific exmp1e. If we could 
help the people of the Orient get a welI-balanced 
diet-three square meals a day-instead of the few 
mouthfuIs of rice that most cb them eat now, just 
that one change alone woulii have more impactf 
on the mrl4 thas all the armies and baf3les of 
history. 

I$ is not easy to do a job like %his. To raise 
the level of diet means more than sending d s  
and hoes abroad. It means that the people of 
these countries must develop farm-credit inskita- 
tions, and irrigation projects, and mads and rail- 
roads, and new indust~ies and llem employment for 
the millions who. live in cities. This will t&e 
technical assistance and capital development. 

It will take work by the United Nations aud 
bp the governments of other free nations. It mill 
take work by aany of our Government agenck 
Point Four is not just the concern of the State 
Department or the Mutual Security Agency, but 
of the Departmeat of &$cult- the Public 
Health Service, and other agencies. 

But Point Four was never meant. to be just a 
Giovemmt program It is a program of. 
people - our peorle - helping other peopT8"' 
throughout the wor d. 

Ind~vidually, and through our organizations, 
there is much to do-and no t h e  to be lo&. Many 
private organizations are carrying on f o h t  Four 
programs overseas and they need all the help sdnd 
support they can get. W e  can send them tools 
and books and medical suppEes. Our young 
people can train themselves as technical expets 
to go abroad. We can we1come students and visi- 
tom to our country; we can l e a n  from them while 
they learn &om us, 

Bn all we do, we must remember our great tm- 
&tion. The American Revolntiaa has never 
stopped. In airnost every generation we have 



way for us to live nr o w  ideals 
nd Miill our destiny as the peatest 

avored EepubEc God ever made. 

tently u p n  a purpose, and in order to ac- 

departments of government 

that people who take that view want to tend to 
expand the jurisdiction of the Stab Dspartment. 
Or if yon start from the point of view of the 
Treasury Department or the Depahent  of A@- 
cuItwe or the Department of Commerce ou can 
say t h i s  leads to that md that leads to. e nex-b 
thing, and so this department &odd control an. 
And so yon h d  people who say, ''AH you have to 
do is tm find two charncteristi~s in a program thst, 
means that it should be os,animd and managed by 
one org?nization9' md those two characteristics 
are (1) If it's overseas, an6 (2) if it's economic. 
Now, everything that is not in the United State, 

Canada, or Nexico, in a sense is overseas. h d  
everything that is not purely military is economic 
and even most of the military program is eco- 
nomic. So that this conception, in which yon 
must have an overseas organization which will run 
everything outside of the United States, is, I think, 
to lose sight of the real purlpose of some of these 
rogrms. I will not go on with this at length 

gut merely sa that the economic work which is I being done in urope itself in connection with the 
military program 1s far more dose$ associated 
vith the military program than it is with the sort 
of thing that we are doing here in Point Four. 
So I urge you not to waste your t h e  on these 
matters of organization at present but to conem- 
trate on the main point. 

So we not only have to build our shield here, our 
military shield, but we have to @ve great effork 
and great thought to the economic enmronment as 
well as the security environment. And here I'm 
sorry to say that them is much to discourage the 
person who is inkrested in helpi~g to get inter- 
national developments in the economic field. It 
ism2 enough to have rograms which mill develop 
undeveloped areas, i P yola have a completely stag- 
nant sitnztion in the exchange of goods through- 
out the world. We all know that in the early 
stages of development of underdeveloped areas we 
must concentrate on the agricultural side of sf- 
fairs. h d  that means that there must be con- 
siderable trade in other goods. And if one has s 
situation where trade is stagnant &cause of bar- 
riers, because of lack of foreign exchange, because 
of all the irapediments to it which exist, there wi l l  
be a very great bmGk and great drag upon the 
development of underdeveloped areas, no matter 
how enthusiastic we are abut Point Four and no 
matter how much effort we put into it. 
1 have been working for 12 years on the eEmt 

to h e  international trade from some of its bag 
riers and I regret to say that there are as many 
now as there were when we began and the oatlook 
is diseomaging. But we must continue to fight for 
it and you must continue to help us because f;his 
matker of h h g  trade throughout the world and 
bringing about a greater exchange of goods is es- 
sential for the purpose that you are meeting here 
today to consider. 



-pemai@@ Fraon Private Inwestars and 
Owgan'i.E@as Urge$ 

SdarIy,  in. the economic field, &ere W the 
matter sf investment. Unless there is a c b a t a  
to encorxcage investment abroad you wil l  oot get 
the developments in mderdeveloped areas which 
we a m  w i .  And unhappily the! climate does 
not seem to be getting httm but in many parts of 
the world to be getting worse. Them seems fa be 
rtn idea that these is something bad about foreign 
hv&ment in some parts of the world. @om- 
panics, people who have put s great deal of money, 
a great died of effort into de~e3.0pments in under- 
developed areas aps treated as though they were 
enemies of the wmtq in which they are working. 
If that goes on it just %earn that there will not 
be foreign investment and there will not be, as p n  
aEI h o w ,  govermentd capital suEcient to do this 
job. And, after all, it doesn't make much dif- 
ference whether the investment is the property of 
all the citizens of the country or some of the citi- 
zens. 1% the whole climate for the reception of 
foreign hv&ent in a mutry is bad, then the 
capita1 T ill not go there, whether it's private or 
govemw .hL 

And, ~&in, there must be an environment which 
is congenial to the exchange of persons and ideas. 
If, in parts of the worId, foreigners are regarded 
as suspicious and 8s enemies, then again you have 
a lack of the necessary environment to carry on 
the purposes which we want here. In other 
words, this must be a two-way street, there must 
be friendliness on the side of those whom we are 
trying &o help as well as the desire on our part to 
be of help. b d  all through everything that we 
do we must keep in mind that what we are after 
here i s  to preserve and safeguard the underlying: 
human values. 
It's very helpful to me to have this opportunity 

to come and talk with yon. A conference of this 
sort, this conference is of tremendous importance 
to the carrying out of this program because this 
program is fmdamentally not something which a 
overnment as a government carries out. Now, I 

8ont mean by that merely that private organiza- 
tions are very important in actually m m p g  out 
programs ab~0fd. That is true, but even more 
than that the entire effort that the government 
ageney carries out here is really carried out 
through private organizations. 
W e  do not have in the Government suEcient 

people to staff these operations, sufficient people 
to give us all the ideas, to give us all the working 
groups which are necessary. We turn to you. 
We trim to the colleges, &o the groups, and to the 
organbations in the United States. And it is only 
if we are snccessM altogether in doing this work, 
as one great undertaking in which we are all eon- 
cmed, that it will be successful. It takes the un- 
ending labor of organizations such as yours to 
make young men and women want to go into this 

sort of work and want to go into it with e sense 
of dedication, with a sense of believing? as the 
early missionaries to this country believed, that 
&ere is something worth any deag-ee of sacrifice 
in the task. 

I horn, in speaking with you, that I do not have 
to convince you that the Point Four Program is a 
good pro am. B don% have to stress its impor- 
tance. &at yon would like me to do is to talk 
in the first place+ about the mbjeck of the morning, 
the Program in Action. And in do@ that, %gain 
X shall do it not mi& the purpose of trykg to 
b d d  up your enthusiasm-because that is budt 
up and you understand this program-bat from 
the point of view of pointing out some of the nn- 
derIyhg factors which we have to have in mind 
when we operate here. 

Waderstamding Necessary tc  Allay Suspicions 

hd, again, if I may go back to a hackneyed 
subject, in order to understand the limitations 
which are necessary in the h g a m  in Action and 
the methods which are neces~aq*~ we have to re- 
mind oundves once more what zt, is that we am 
teng to do and what is the Ibac%ound out of 
w h c h  our present efforts emerge. Now, that 
background, as the President pointed out last 
nigh$ is that two Ideas of greatest importance 
are striking millions of people in the underdevel- 
oped parts of the world at %he same time, striking 
them -with great suddenness and with p a t  power. 
Land these two ideas are, &-st of all, that a life of 
misery is not foreordained, that something can be 
done about it, that much can be done about it. 
h d  the second idea is that independence, freedom 
from foreign do&ation mil foreign direction, is 
within them grasp and nothing is going to be al- 
lowed to interfere with that. 

Now, these two ideas am ideas which have moved 
peoples prsfoluad4y over the centuries and they a;re 
hitting people, millions of people, in the mdexde- 
veloped areas for the h t  time wikh great power 
since the war. 

l a d  that leads to tremendous ferment. It leads 
to tremendous comings and goings in the- popula- 
tion and the thoughts of the gopdation. The - 
purpose of the Point Four Program is to h&l. 
direct this energy, this ferment, into peace d 
Cha~els  of development, rather ti;,n into mere 
chaos. We h o w  per$dy wen that there is a 
tendency to 30018 for panamas. Indeed in many 
arts of the world these two thoughts which I have 

Keen describing to you are often confused Many 
people in many parts of the world are led to be- 
Eeve that the mere attainment of national inde- 
pendence will bring automatically the faller Efe, 
the freedom from poverty and dsery and disease. 
We h o w  of course that that is not the case. 
Therefore, these people, once being disappointed- 
because being free they are nut merely immediately 
in good h a p e t u r n  to another panacea, which is 



thatsf corn- which promises them that if 
tLey will embrace this ddrine aU these 

d b g s  will bppen, 
But what the Point Four Program is intended 

to do is to say we have knowledge, we have skills 
which you have seen and which are in part the 
cause of this eat ferment wbich is going on in 
your miniis. %e are ready to *are. tbem with 
yon. And we wish LO work out with you methods 
by which you a n  know what we h o w  and we can 
help you develop yo= o m  resoures for y ~ m  own 

many, if not most, of the peoples with whom we 
are dealing are suspicious of foreigners. -.For- 
eigners have come t~ them very often in the asit t and not a l w a n  or perhaps not often, with the est 
results. Therefore, they are suspicions. Why 

. are these people coming to us? Why are they of- 
fering to do t& for us8 Is there some hidden / parpose ! Is thece some desire on their part to get 
control of our country? These are tlh;e questions 

done overnight. This is a long process, 
Then there is the confusion 131 their minds as to 

what they want. Some want one thing and some 
another. Very often they haven't the real kn.0~1- 
edge to understand what it is that they really need 
at the moment. There is a great desire i~ every 
part of the world for industrialization and there 
is very little understanding of how dangerous 
that is until there is in sight a strsng agricultural 
base. 

I think in all the times that I have talked with 
visitors h m  foreign countries since the war and, 
iodeed, daring the war, everyone who has cume 
into my oEce start i  out with, "We would like a 
steel dl." Wen, they want z, steel mill in eve 
sin& country in the world. It makes no di? 
ferenee ~Hether t.hey have ore or coal or anything 
else. The steel mill is the mark of ciPiliaticm, 
and that is what they want. 

Now, it's not a question of pouring vast sums 
of money and vast numbers of technicians into 
these areas- It couldn't be dane if we wanted to 
do it. Sometimes 1 have been in meetings where 
people talk about billions of dollars or hundreds 
of thousands of technicians being pourect all over 
the world. Those people never stop to think of 
where the technicians art3 going to sleep and what 

they are going .to do. Tbe mere question of 
housing of the missions which are a h d y  being 
sent one is a serious one in parts of the world where 
them arenTt many houses. This thing h s  got to 
be done sensibly. 

Now, without going on further into a theomti& 
discussion, let me speak of one or two actual situa- 
tions to show what can i3e done and what should 
not be dme. 

The h t  real necessity for success is that what 
you ofler to do or what you're doing is somet- 
which the country wants. Now, often it's v q  
hard to b h g  that about because the couatq 
d m n 3  know what it wants. But if the c o m t q  
does h o w  what it wants and if what it wants is 
the right thing for it, then what you should do 
is to get in behind that and hel with a11 yom P power and not say, ((Oh, well, wouldn't do it 
just this way, I would do it that way." If they 
have a good idea and one that is an effective one, 
get behind it and heip them. 

That is the situation in India. There the pro- 
gram is one which the I~dians have worked ont 
themselves. True they 'nave worked it ont with 
the be1 of American technicians, but the sought 
the tee El icians We didn7t force the tec%llcisns 
on them. They came out themselves with their 
own money. They employed these technicians. 
And theg: went to  India and they developed an 
Indian governmental pro,mrn which was started- 
So that when we came into the pictwe me could 
khrow our help into something which had been de- 
veloped by India with our people merely training 
the Indians who are training their comrades bow 
to carry on this program. Immediately the 
thing saaght hold like a prairie fire and the Gov- 
ernment has now organized wi& us the Indo- 
American Fund, a, joint undertahng, something 
which they starte6 something which they believe 
in. And ,we pat all our effort and h d s  into that. 

Starting with a small group where boys from 
these villages were taught the hndmentafs of 
what they should do to increase food production 
and have better public health. Starting with that 
eaining whml, boys, yo-w go back to their 
villages and persuade the elders of %he village to 
adopt this rather revolutionary idea. This 
spreads on from them to 0 t h  villages which have 
heard about this. n e y  in turn come in to look at 
it and fipld everybody with two or three times as 
m c h  food as they had before. The nqvcorners 
say, '&We want that." Thus you h a l l y  get a 
program where the propulsive force comes horn 
the country itself, and we are going dong to 
bdp it. 

NOW, you find other situations where the cuun- 
try not only doesn't know what it wants but 



isn't quipped to play any part in getting it. A.nd 
there a great mi-e would be made 3 we went 
in and- &d, 'Cgplis is whag you want, here are rt 
lot of her i cms ,  we wXi d~ this, We will under- 
take t0'4min your rp3e- '' What you have got 
to do is to  start at e very be,ainning. 

mere wm 8 situation such as that in one cow- 
try which we we helping. There, as in ahost all 
these places, the, ,pat rneed was for an increase 
in the food supplym When we 
we found that the 0137 people rt ealing the with Oountry a p -  
cdtnre was the thing called a Scbmea~3y which 
was made up sf six people with a budget of 
$6,WO rt year. Six pecpb in the entire corntry 
dm1ing with agriculture! Wen, ou couldn9t 
get aun~hem until the countrg itse 9 f was better 
organized to he a partner in this effort. And, 
therefo the first ~ o b  was to &OW them how to 
develop%e proper bureaus to carry on a @ d -  
bra8 errtension work in their country. That was 
done. Then praqanns were developed iz% con- 
junction Wpith this new governnnental outfit. 

The other day I had a visit from some people 
in a very small coantry and they had come up to 

S , "Go easy. Take it easy. We are being over- 
w ehed by good will.'' They had at the same 
time six international organizations-the United 
States organization and four private ones-Ae- 
send on them. And they said there were almost 
more ''good-willers7' in the country than there 
wem citizens in the country. The country was 
simply bewildered. It di&Z h o w  what to do. 
People were starting rojeds and deciding they 
weren't any an$ fhe ~ p p ~  phase, Ucot  
tirg their losses," didn't carry much eonvition b 
the po ulation. 

So f%~llp we said, c 6 N o ~ ,  it$% all get together 
here and Ietb all sit down and work oxit some cwr- 
dinated plan, get the people and the g o v ~ ~ e n t  
of the country in agreement with this and then go 
ahead a little more s10wZy." 

YOU must adjusk w h $  you're doing to the ab- 
sorptive capacity of the country and the willing- 
ness of the country to have yon carry on the pro- 

Money im7t the right way to go at it. E,"ZY is  essential9 money is necessary. some- 
times a jot 0.6 money is necessary, as in the h&an 
program where h order to mrry out and reach the 
goals within the b e  which is allotted we must 
move much faster than the pure theory of tech- 
&eal a s s b e e  wad8 p d k .  

kxpr,~~tlon @* *%re Amerimtn Idea 

Those are some of the ideas which can be devel- 
oped mudh more fully with others in your 
dxscatssions this mommg. But what I shod 8"" like 
to leave witla, you are the, points which I have just 
made. 

First of all, that Point Four is one among man 
lpohts- It i s  not the whole forei ir I 
amnot succeed unless the whole omign policy 
suocee&. 

Second, it must be adj~sted, The work that we 
do must be adjusted to the condition, the si*ua- 
tion in the country. It must be infinitely flexible, 

Third, and it follows from the second, do nut 
be doctrinaire about Point Four. D o  not 'be Um 
the Sociallist Party where you have the pure doc- 
trine and then 50 splinter doctrines coming off it, 
Do not say, ''This is with Point Four and this is 
without Point Four." That sort, of rigid think- 
ing, I believe, gets us nowhere. Point Four must 
mean that we are primarily enga,p3 in helping to 
teach these people how to help themt.;es. 
NOW, what is necessary to bring that about in 

a particular country depends on that c o d x y .  
And, therefore, do not be rigid. Do not haw 
purely doctrinaire ideas. 

And, finally, one last thought- We have satid 
over and over stein that this is exporting the 
Americas idea, the American Eevolution, or the 
A.merican &earn. 1% is v e q  true, but if that is 
true let us be sure, and be terribly sure, that we 
are preserving the American dream, the Amwieari 
idea, in America. 

Do not let us be smug and believe that merev 
because yon can read in the books that America * 

was like this, or that Abraham Lincoln said it 
was like this, it will be like that without cur con- 
stant effort and our constant fighting t~ make s~ 
country what ve want it to be and what we believe 
it  has been and wi l l  be in the future. 
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