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INTER-AMERICAN INVESTIGATION OF MORTALITY IN CHILDHOOD 

Report for January 1 - June 30, 1970 

to the 

Agency for International Development 

During this six-month period efforts were directed to the preparation of
the first analyses of the data on deaths from the projects, to an internal meeting 
on nutritional aspects of the Investigation and to further training of pathologists
and standardization of procedures in this field. These activities resulted in 
several additional meetings and field work, which are described below. 

Progress Report on the Inter-American Investigation of Mortality 
in Childhood 

The first analyses of data on mortality are being used to evaluate the com
pleteness and quality of the data as well as to point out needs for preventive pro
grams and for other uses of the results in health planning. They are preliminary
not only in completeness but also in the sense that they are serving as a basis for 
the development of concepts, especially in the field of multiple causes of death, 
nutritional deficiency and causes of perinatal mortality. 

The Progress Report, which is attached, was prepared for' presentation on
15 June 1970 to the Ninth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research
of the Pan Azm.erican Health Organization, which met in Washington. The Advisory
Committee urged continued strong support of this program and stated " ..... it is 
a most impressive demonstration of the role of environmental factors in child 
mortality and of the extent to which malnutrition is undercutting public health pro
grams  a point whici should influence our future planning." 



One of the principal collaborators, Dr. Kenneth Standard of the Jamaica 

a member of the Research Committee of the World Health Organizationproject is 
and in his report to that Committee in June on the present and anticipated advances 

in medical research and technology referred to the great value and impact that the 

Investigation is having. 

Material from the Progress Report was presented to the staff of the Pan 

American Health Organization on 4 June 1970 and the slides and the Report were 

also used in a WHO meeting in Geneva of Nutritional Advisers. 

Nutritional Aspects of the Investigation 

In order to ensure the maximum use of the results of the nutritional aspects 

of the Investigation, an internal meeting of specialists in nutrition was held on 16

18 March 1970 with participation of the Chiefs of Nutrition of WHO and PAHO, the 

Director of INCAP and staff from the Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute and 

staff of PAHO. This meeting resulted in several important recommendations and 

use of the findings in other meetings. A report of the meeting is attached. 

Material from the Investigation and the Report of the Internal Meeting have 

been used in the following additional meetings: 

1. 	 Meeting of Zone, Country and Project Advisers in Nutrition of PAHO, 
Washington, 23-27 March 1970. 

2. Meeting of Regional Advisers in Nutrition of WHO, Geneva, 9-19 June 1970. 

The measurement of nutritional deficiency as an underlying or associated 
cause of death is providing very valuable support for strengthening of nutrition 
programs, not only in the Region of the Americas but also in other areas of the 
world. Also, the importance of the integrated approach in maternal and child 

health programs is being emphasized. 

Workshop 	on Pediatric Pathology 

With the assistance of the Departments of Human Resources and of Re
search and Development, a three-week workshop in pediatric pathology was de

veloped for the pathologists of the Latin American projects from 23 March through 
10 April 1970 in S1o Paulo, Brazil. This workshop was termed most valuable by 
those in attendance and is serving as the basis for planning of long-term training 
programs in the field of pathology to be arranged by the Department of Human Re

sources. A report of this Workshop is attached. 



-3-


Other Activities 

The promotion of the use of measles vaccine has continued. Through the
 
Pan American Development Foundation, Dow Chemical Company offered a supply
 
of vaccine from which a second vaccination program was carried out in Recife.
 
The Ministry of Health in Argentina initiated a country-wide measles vaccination
 
program in June, 1970.
 

Besides the use of the methodology and the framework of the Investigation 
in collateral research programs, the findings constitute basic information for im
portant community-centered studies, such as for the operational research prograin 
known as Organization and Strategy of Health Services to be conducted in Colombia 
under the sponsorship of PAHO/WHO, the Ministry of Health of Colombia and med
ical schools. Our program was discussed with members of the staff of the Division 
of Research in Epidemiology and Communications Sciences of WHO, Geneva and 
with the deans and members of the faculties of medical schools in Cali and Carta
gena, Colombia. The plans are for analyses of mortality and other data by geo
graphic areas within cities. The material from the study of adults in Cali, Co
lombia (through computer tape) was provided to the WHO group for exploratory 
analysis. If these geographic studies prove feasible the material from the ques
tionnaires in Cali from the Investigation in Childhood would be used in studies of 
urban health problems. 

In nearly all projects difficulties have been encountered in obtaining infor
mation regarding deaths occurring shortly after birth. The provisional analyses 
of data in the Colombia projects indicated a deficiency in deaths in the first few 
days of life. As a result a visit was made to Colombia to find solutions to the 
problem. Exploration of deaths in the hospitals revealed that frequently death 
certificates were not issued for premature infants who died in the hospitals. 
Consequently, procedures were established for securing information and comple
tion of questionnaires on these deaths. 

Some of the projects experienced problems with the probability sample of 
living children, due to rapidly expanding districts of the city, changes in age com
position of the population, etc. In all but one project these difficulties could be 
solved through correspondence with the consultant on sampling. For La Paz, 
however, a field visit was necessary. A sampling consultant from Santiago, Chile 
reviewed the procedures being followed in La Paz and determined the modifications 
needed to increase the size of the sample. As a result, additional personnel have 
been employed to complete the sample on time. 
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Some of the physicians and nurses employed in the projects have demon
strated great potential for academic and health service activities connected with 
research and are interested in further formal training. Plans are being made 
for training programs so that this valuable experience will be strengthened and 
extended to future activities. 

Summary 

Through the presentation of the provisional findings of the Investigation, 
great interest has been created in the use of the results, especially in the field 
of nutrition. The study of associated as well as the underlying causes of death 
indicates that an integrated approach in health programs is essential. In the 
projects with high death rates, it is clear that many factors, including nutritional 
deficiency, insufficient water supplies and toilet facilities and limited breast 
feeding are involved, which in combination result in excessive mortality from in
fectious diseases. Thus the study of multiple causes of death in relation to social 
and environmental factors in the pediatric age groups is resulting in contributions 
to health planning for the continent. 

The most important findings and the actions indicated will be discussed 
with health and university authorities of the countries and assistance will be pro
vided in the implementation of such actions. 


