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Narative Summary Of Accomplishments and Utilization
 

The research component of this RSSA was directed tofiard Secondary
 
Data Assembly and Performance Analysis.
 

The ,orincipal research accomplishments were: (1)some exploratory
 
research on extent and distribution of poverty and malnutriticn in
 
less developed countries, (2)some thoughts toward a conceptual
 
framework for rural developmient planning, programming and evalua­
tion, and'(3) TDY participation in a team evaluation of alternatives 
for restructurirg ,ID/Paraguafys sm!l farmer development loan. 
Reports on the alb-ve were sul:mittl--d to AID. Accomplishments were 
less than originally planned due to a joint decision by AID and USDA 
to limit funding in FY-75 to the first three months of the year, 
whereas the research was designed to have run through June 1975. 

in addition to the reseat-ch project, the 'SSA was utilized to pru­
vide specialized USDA expertise to AID in the following areas. 



Dr. Ronald Tinnerweir, a Colorado State Agricultural Economist ;ork­
ing in cooperation with USDA's Extension Service, was detailed to
 
AID during FY-1975 to work ,with the Office of Development Admini­
stration, T.AY2. Dr. Tinneri'eiar served as a resource person for 
the W.orking Gr .up on the Rural Poor. In addition to reviewing 
policies suggested by the Group, he (1) reviewed the report by De­
velopm:ent Al terti"es, irc., entitled "Strategies for Sma ll Farmer 
Developient," a vl as other local action reports and m:aterials 
of DAI; (2) p.rticip ted in AID/, reviews of 20 Mission papers on 
rural and ,gricul Lc l davelp;.ent projects and programs; (3) had 
two TDY's to ica, qa and one to: V.iatela as a consultant on small 
farmer develoVient Ic.i prcosals and (4) served as a consultant for 
the extension of th L:niversity of Wisconsin Land Tenure Center Grant.-. 

Dr. John Hyslop, an UiSDA Agricultural Economist, was detailed to AID 
during FY-1975 to urk with the Agricultural Economics and Sector Plan­
ning Division, TAB. Dr. Hylvop participated in the (1) program and 
project prcposal review; (2) research and technical assistance pro­
ject develop;nent; and (3) direct technical assistance to AID Missions. 

Dr. Kurt B. Anschel was put under contract to work with AID in 
undertaking a survey and inventory of rural development programs, con­
cepts, definitions, r:ethods of diagnosis, and technical/professional 
resources. This included Federal, State and Local governments, volun­
tary agencies, foundations, etc.
 

Roberta van Haeften, an USDA Agricultural Economist, prepared and 
presented a paper on the World Food Situation to the Western Associa­
tion fo Agricultural Economists in Moscow, Idaho. 
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. RESEARCH REPORT - FY 74 and 75 

A. Background 

AID funding for USDA backstopping was changed from TCSS to Overhead
beginning in FY-74. AID suggested that such activities as Informia­tion and the International lievelol[':Fent Center, previously supported

wholly or in part from 1C S funds, 
 should be covered by separate

PASAs or RSSAs in the future.
 

Between early I3i7y13 .-nd late Dece;nber 1973, seweral draft PIO/Tspassed bet,,.icen USDA and AID, and awrermrt was reached on a 3 year

project involving the follo.iing objettive:
 

"The overall objective is to develop and maintain adata and analysis system for rural developuent planning,
programifing. and evaluation. The ALency (AID) is placing
renewzed priority on food production, nutrition, ci.Iloy;:ment
and iniccmie distribution prublcms, all learing heavily

on the rural sector in the L.DC's. Thus the fgency has

need for develorping the canacity and fra,:e.ork for

measuring progre;s anw va Lu
Ati;g tIhe c;!-ert to which
alter.iative strategies and programs will contribute to
specific development goals." 

An initial planning phase and three work phases were contemplated
 
as fol Iows : 

Planning - Preparation of a detailed work plao

Phase I -
 Secondary data assembly and performance analysis

Phase II - Strategy identific ,,tion and analysis

Phase III - Country level agricultural sector assessments
 

Mutal agreement could not be reached regarding a detailed project

statement, work plans or staffing. As a 
result, a joint AID/USDA
decision was made in June, 1974 to discontinue the research project as

originally described in the December PIO/T. 
 Agreement was reached in
August to provide 3 months funding in FY 1975 to permit summarizationof the research accomplished. In ALugLst 1974, RSSA Amendment 1 was
signed which provided a three month continuation of Phase I of the
original research project, to permit preparation of a report.
 



B. Project Objectives
 

The services to be providcd by USDA, as specified in the PIO/T
 
signed in August 1975, were as follows:
 

Preparation of a recorL based upon Phase I 
activities of orivinal nroject, which were to:
 

Sys I .I.ly.. cc..,parable secondary
 
data from sel .ctad L;/s on performDnce of the
 

CCW ,o(!rinr;i rCor;Cagricultural S',%cLr, 

distribLuLio'n ,d .,"nt ;s well as pro­
duction, nut.'itian, ".I:ndtr1C,: criteria, and
 
including rcstilts cif repier.- I as w.el I as
 
sectoral evalt,:tions. Iden:ify data gaps and
 

vich seem1imitations. -..- countries to
 
be making pro(Yrecs u'ith reff-'rence to each criteria,
 
and which are not. Identify principal development
 
problemis and needs." 

C. Accomplish,,m..nts to Date 

Research Accumpl ish.cnts: 

1. 	The project staff completed a report entitled: 
Poverty and I.lalnutrition in Develoir.nCountrie. and 
Reqions: This report included an inventory of data 
a-iF-"litiy alnd a prulih inary assessl:,nt of the ex­

tent and distribution of LDC poverty and eal r..rition. 
Principal findinrs vere: (a) The developing worl d's 
poor and ,aInourllohOd are heavily cor.cntrated in Asia, 
about two thirds of the total, with the other third 
divided among Africa, Latirn America and the Near East, 
in that order. Asia also has the highest relative 
poverty arid alnutrition, but the dispartities among 
regions are not as striking. 
(b) The five countries with the os- mo]iourished 
(and probably also poor) are India, Irdonesia, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and the Phillipines, even­
though other countries, and in some cases, many 
other countries, have higher relative levels of 
malutritiorn (and likely poverty). This complicates 
the placing of assistance priorities.
 
(c)The developing World's poor and alnourished
 
are also heavily concentrated in rural as opposed
 
to urban areas, about three fourths overall.
 
However, one region is exceptional, Latin America,
 
where urban poverty and malnutrition are predominant.
 

d) Data limitations for country specific analysis 
are sizable. Less than half of the developing 
countries have income distribution data, and only 
slightly more than one-half have any kind of food 

co s'i .,ri icn .,.,.... . ................r in t',.e
 
data availability could well be a technical and,
 
financial assistance priority.
 



2. 	 Dr. Karl Fox (I o SLate University), consultant to 
the project, prepared to papers in which he 
presented -c-me of his thinking about a conceptual
framework for te project. These have been trans­
mitted in draft form to AID. 

v, , 
Eva lu1 dat. - .nc -#: -r vi tlons7Jul y , 
(a) 	 Rural , ,'oI, .',inn, :1ina, and 

(1)The 'ordrost WviM:. as a single, 
interrc .l;:. s tn.i invol,,ing m:jer 
metropolitan c"eas as focal points of 
dovei oe*- act i vi'ly.

(2) 	 The 'w;rld is moving, towards, a single 
normativ" st.,d ,i of 1iving.

(3) 	A "'nir.,,.. acric ltural d ,velup...nt 
stratcgy appears Post, one ' hic; rolies 
on videspro;d arylicaction of laer-intensive 
technology Lto the ,ole of ricui'1,Cure, along 
with resEaarch, lancd redi:triLutio ,: provision
of i nfrastuct.r and roath of inv., tutions 
which spread devel;ment evenly over the mass 
of the people. 

deeiv strojt sicr: be 
to the ;' r sstU Of W rOpoiiLaf arcss through 
"functional ecor o.ic areas" which tie into the 
sys teim. 

(4) 	 Rural m,,t it holId related 

(b) Toward a Co an'.lhar ''o Cocntual andr' Anna1vtical 
Framercn -. i -. -: ' nc - 15
I nt o 	 Dnev eW:) -::i- ; ; . 1 . li : , i : : i , " ) C 7 : - . . 

Evaluation ('j m~ 	 ', c hs 
Dr. Fox exp,nds ui.on the con;epts intr-uced 
in his first d "ctand goes into the develop­
ment of data sysLL,, and oe1pirical models. In 
particular he stresses the importance of pro­
per regionalization in the national data system 
(proper delineation of functional economic areas). 

3. 	 Richard Magleby served on a three man TDY team which 
made an "Evaluation of Alternatives for Restructuring
(US AID/Paraguay's) Swall Farmer Development Loan" 
(August i974). Principal recommencwations were: 

(a) 	 lhat the loan remains feasible, even with 
exclusion of cotton and tobacco, but doubtful with 
the additional exclusion of soybeans. Ho other 
crops or enterprises have immdiate possibilities 
of replacing soybeans in the loan package. 
(b) 	 That USAID/Paraguay undertake a more detailed 
feasibility analysis of the oil extraction plant 
before proceeding.
(c)That the feasibility be studied of additional
 
cold storage facilities for potatoes and onions.
 



4. 	The following draft working or background papers were 
part of Lhe staff's work, for internal useprepared as 


and discussion (copies will be provided upon special
 

request):
 

(a) Niehaus. -,ve9lo',',ent and the Persoal 
Distribution of iTo e 77nT77r:irical Smimy
T.reiimiary rii :'rch I 7 -5 

(b) iehaus, r.Th uI" of ;I e Distribution: 
A Brief kAif-eiwrnccry --Q,1?-#,- i uYY 'rch 1974). 
-E Jicl .1;u- of S e1e rd AID Fi na,::ed- J-.vir'-7 
Research un 'l - . ., 

*P i i ,-.i tY n1 J a [-or I.ur l 
Develov.l.-t P.-ji ( teic 19/4). 

Research ResultsD. Dissemination 	and IJii:..ation of 

1. 	The reporL on extent and distribution of poverty
 
being distributed.
and malnitrition is just nouw 

Hopefully itwill provide saze additional perspec­

tive for discussions and policy making on the two 

related l.robl eMs. 

Karl 	Fox's papers had the intention of contributing to
2. 

the conceptual development of the original project.
 

the sWa ll farp-r 	loan proposal was
3. 	 The evalution of 
used extEnsively in decision making in AID, and in guiding 

the preparation of a restructured Capital Assistance paper. 

4. 	The working or background papers were used in doing the
 

research on poverty and malnutrition. No dissemination
 
has been made outside of USDA.
 



E. Statement of Expenditures 

FY-74 -_Research 

Salaries and benefits 
Consult"rits (Dr. Karl Fox) 
Travel 
Supplies and materials 
Overhead 

$41,416 
20,000 

832 
1,693 

15,998 

FY 74 tota---$79,959 

FY-75 Research Tinnemeitr Hyj_ Anschel vanHaeften 

Salaries and 
benefits 
I nternationl1 
Travel 
Domestic 
Travel 
Supplies and 
Niaterials 
Data Prccess­
ing 
Overhead 

S16,200 

1,194 

776 
4,542 

23,000 

2,989 

1,675 

3,965 

7,907 

15,000 

3,750 

3,565 

35 

900 

715 

413 

282 

Total $22,712 39,536 18,750 4,500 1,410 


