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THE IDEA

In Latin America as elsewhere, control of land
and property carries with it political power, economic
advantage and social prestige. Developing nations in
the twentieth century are facing crucial tests in ad-~
Justing their cjstems of land use and control to feed
and clothe growing populations. The question remains
whether such adJustments can be made peacefully and
intelligently without bloodshed and political oppres-
sion,

Thus, it ic not surprising that U. S. universities
should turn their attention to problems of land tenure
and agrarian development. In the words of a recent
University of Wisconsin report on research and services
for the newly developins nations, "A great University
cannot stand apart from one of the major efforts of
its tiume,®

And in Latin America as in few places in the
world have issues of property rights, reasonable com-
pensation for labor and equitable distribution of land
and wealth been swept so strongly into reform move-

ments and national revolutions.



WY WISCONSIN

Nearly a half century ago a course was organized
at the University of lisconsin to foster study and re-
search on land problems., lany of the ideas and results
of research of this early period are contained in a
book titled “Land Economics® by Professors Richard T,
Ely and George S, Yehrwein, During the same period,
John R. Commons was developing his ideas of institution-
al economics with research directed at nubliec policy,
social security, collective bargaining and public ad-
ministration. These ideas are contained in the well~
known book, “Legal Foundations of Capitalism, ™ Dozens
of former graduate students of these and other scinolars
are now in lkey positions in agricultural departments
and agrarian reforn agencies in developing countries
all over the world, A few years ago the University drew
world-wide attention to this subject through a seven-
week-long World Land Tenure Conference, attended by
Tepresentatives from 38 countries.

Today the University of Wisconsin has an active
and sizable Latin American brogram. The Agency for

International Development supports a major part of the



work of the Land Tenure Center and has an institutional
development contract with the College of Agriculture
for teachings and research at Rio Crande do Sul, Prazil.
The Ford Foundation supports a Latin Americen area pro-
Fram. lMumerous funds and foundations contritute to
lesser graduate and research activities coverinsg a broad
range of areas such as economics, soclology, anthropology,
history, languames, coumerce, journalism, education,
Folitical scicnce, georraphy, biological sciences, medi-
¢lne, engincering, end other fields.

- Therc are more then 100 regular faculty rembers
at the University of Yisconsin with = majer intcrest in

Latin American problems.

ABOUT THE LARD TINURI CENTLR

The Land Tenure Center (LTC) was started May 11,
1962 with a three-year contract for $1,250,000 from the
Agency for International Development (AID).

From the besinning the Lend Tenure Center has
attempted to build a program to deal with agrarian
policy issues in Latin America. It is a program which
incorperates training within research and which ericom=

passes the wide range of interests and special skills
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available in the University, in Latin American asencles,
and in the U. S. Covernment.

Jnen the Land Tenure Center started it envisioned
& program which would operate from two loecations in
Latin America and from a campus center at the Unlversity
of Wisconsin., Since the beginning, howvever, therc has
been an overwhelmine stream of requests irom Latin
American asencies, institutions, universities, sovern-
ments, AID missions, and individucls askineg the Land
Tenure Center to assist with studies of land use, colon-
ization, reforms, vater rights, rural unions, produc-
tivity, informetion prosrams and a host of other prob-
lems., The Lend Tenure Center has worked in Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Bolivia, Venezuela, Costa Rica, end
Guatemala, and is continuing research in most of these
countries,

In the course of this activity scores of vronis-
ing young Latin Americans and interested U. S, students
have telken part in resecerch to rain experience for fu-
ture work in Latin America.

liore than 50 graduate students are at the Univer-

sity of UYisconsin and in Latin America at the present
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time to assist with studles »n agrarian development,
Some cupport for thece students is made aevallatle
directly through the Land Tenure Center, but it can
accommodate only a limited number of those who are

traired cznd ready to work on Latin American projects.

LiiE LAFD TaNURS CIUTER TRCGRALY

Becouse changes in lend tenure and agrarian
structure heve cconomic, political and social ramifi-
catlons, the rescarch of the Lend Tenure Center is by
nature rmultidisciplinary.,

The Lond Tenure Center is not a curriculum or
a deportment in thae ordinary university sense. It is
& coordinating and service fecllity to aild the University
in carryin~ on on integratcd vrogram of research and
tralning, All starff appointmnents are made with estab-
lished University departments, A research advisory
committee representing the fieclds of econonics, soci-
ology, law, agricultural Journelism, political sclence,
commerce, Ibero-American studies, Latin American insti-
tutions and AID assists in the development and review

of program proposals and policy matters.
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In goneral, the purposus of the Land Tenure Center

are threcfold:

1.

™)

To zcquire empirically besed, scientific know-
ledze on the economic, social, political, lesnl
and adnministrative aspects of land temure ond
agrarien structure in Latin America throush o
conceptually interratcd multidisciplinery pro-
~ren of rescarch end trainine,

To provide uscful fecdback of the rosults

of the research to administrators, community
leaders, research technicians, stuvdents and
others in Latin Americe and in the U, S. in-
volved in development prorrams and policies.

To tie traininy end research together thus in-
creasing the number of competent Latin American
end U, 3, researchers who will be able to de-

vote thelr attention to agrarian problems in

he future,

0l RISGARCH TRCJECTS ARL DIVELOTED

The Land Tenure Center attempts %o build its

researcih program around the policy concerns of people

in rural communities of Latin Amevrica, Several
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pulding nrineiples are followed in undertaking re-
searcn projcets.

First, the rescarch needs to be useful to those
who must deal with developrient problems in Latin
America. Local people cooperate in developing and
cerrylng out rcsearch. !here possible, informal ar-
rengenents cre made with interested loc2l institutions,
Training is an interral part of the reseerch, Young
Latin fmericens, because of thelr introductions to
fleld wvorlk, interviewing and data analysis, often con-
tinue their wor: ond study in sinilar fielcs, Jubli-
cation and distribution of rescarch results in Spanish
and rortusucce are encourazed and supported. 2esearche-
€rs ere oclied to follow up on their studies by maling
polley recoumendations and by assisting with future
planaing,

Sceond, the resesarch must focus on problems of
rursl people, This often calls for field interviews
and survey techniques and for work outside of the main
cities,

All Land Tenure Center projects are reviewed and

discussed by persons representing several University



devartiients before trork is undertaken in the field,
where possible, studies are linked to other on-groing
activitics, Several points of view nay be hrought to
bear. Interdisciplinery scminars and wor':shnps con-

sider the projects and often urge modificetions,

FACILITIIS AND ACTIVITICS

As the foremoine Indicates, the Land Tenure
Center is more than 2 collection of resenrch projccts
== 1t is on attempt at an intemroted reserich and
troining prosram. and the University ond the Arccney
for Internctional Development have o breader role th-n
Sluply mathering resesrch information and troining re-
search vorzers, ilakin~ the esults of researcia general-
ly aveilable and useful is an important part of the pro-
gram,

The following are cramnles of some of the program
activities:

1. The Lend Tenure Center in cooperation with
the Devartment of Agricultural Leonorics is developing
8 speclal land tenure snd rural develonment library con-

taining more than 20,000 items. The library is oriented
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especially to non-book materials such as reports, lavs,
date summeries, papers and governmental docurents re-
norting nueh of vhat is %novmn about rural conditions in
Latin foerice,

2. The library staff and individual reseerchers
are prep,ring bibliographies of some of the most useful
materlials on speciel areas such as colonization, taxation
and leral institutions.

3. Svecial attention is being ~iven to the develoo-
ment ol slossaries of land tenure and labor terms as
they apply to various Latin American countries. This
vork 1s an outsrowth of interests by researchers in the
field and those studyving Spanish in special classes con-
ductcd by the Land Tonure Center,

by The Land Tenure Center publishes s newsletter
vilch eppears irrcgularly. Two publication series have
been stoerted in en effort to cncourage more widespread
and general discussion of current Latin American issues
and research vroblenms,

i list of available publications of the Land
Tenure Center is available on request.,

5. A series of 16 mm motion plcture films is

being developed as a research tool to document rural



conditions ciad lend rclationshins in Rolivia, Colombir
end Chile. These films are produced in cooperation
with LTC research workers in the field and add on im-
portant visuval dimension to written documentation.

The films cre available for purchase or loan.
Jrite the Land Tenure Center or the Department of A~ri-
cultural Journalicm for more information.

6. A limited number of graduate research assist-
antchips ocre awvarded through the Lond Tenure Center as
funds pernit., Details are available from the ILond

Tenure Center,

THE UTenis

The University of ‘leconsin is committed to a
continuing interest and activity in Latin America. AID
svpport to the Land Tenure Center after July 1, 1965
will be on an znnual basis 7ith prospects for a four-
Jear prosram,

The Land Tonure Centor is currcntly cooperating
with the Centro interamericano de Ieforma Acraria and
the Hational University in Bosotd, Escuela de¢ Estudios

Econdmicos Latino-americenos bara Graduedos in Santiaco
" 2



and the Zentral “mericen Lalversities Association, and
nith the USAID liisslions and other organizations in eoch
country uicre vorl: is done., Ixpnanded nrojects are be-
inz develoned in Draszil and Zolivin,
IFor more infornation vrite or visit.

2L LAFD TII'UHE CENTER

310 Jine ell

Inivercity of Jisconsin

ladicon, Yicconsin 52706

or contect LTC personncl located in Latin America,



