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THE IDEA
 

In Latin America as elsewhere, control of land
 

and property carries with it political power, economic
 

advantage and social prestige. Developing nations in
 

the twentieth century are facing crucial tests in ad-


Justing their -yst(ms of land use and control to feed
 

and clothe growing populations. The question remains
 

whcther such adjustments can be made peacefully and 

intelligently without bloodshed and political oppres

sion.
 

Thus, it iz not surprising that U. S. universities
 

should turn their attention to problems of land tenure
 

and agrarian development. In the words of a recent
 

University of Wisconsin report on research and services
 

for the newly developing nations, great University
"A 


cannot stand apart from one of the major efforts of 

its time. I 

And in Latin America as in few places in the
 

world have issues of property rights, reasonable com

pensation for labor and equitable distribution of Land
 

and wealth been swept so strongly into reform move

ments and national revolutions.
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WHY VISCO."SIN
 

Nearly a half century ago a course was organized
 
at the University of Uisconsin to foster study and re
search on land problems. 
 Many of the ideas and results
 
of research of this early period are contained in a
 
book titled 'Land Economics'; by Professors Richard T.
 
Ely and George S. Wehrwein. 
During the same period,
 
John R. Commons was 
developing his ideas of institution
al economics with research directed at public policy,
 
social security, collective bargaining and public ad
ministration. 
These ideas are contained in the well
known book, "Legal Foundations of Capitalism. 
 Dozens
 
of former graduate students of these and other scholars
 
are now in key positions in agricultural departments 

and agrarian reform agencies in developing countries
 
all over the ,Torld. 
A few years ago the University drew
 
world-wide attention to this subject through a seven
week-long World Land Tenure Conference, attended by
 

representatives from 38 countries.
 

Today the University of Wisconsin has an active
 
and sizable Latin American program. The Agency for
 
International Development supports a major part of the
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work of the Land Tenure Center and has an institutional
 

development contract with the College of Agriculture
 

for teachin- and research at Rio Crande do Sul, Prazil.
 

The Ford Foundation supports a Latin American area pro

(ram. Yumerous funds and foundations contribute to
 

lesser graduate and rcsearch activities covering a broad
 

range of areas such as 
economics, sociology, anthropology,
 

history, languages, coimerce, journalism, education,
 

rolitical science, geography, biological sciences, medi

cine, enginering, and other fields.
 

Thc-rc are more then 100 regular faculty -cmbers 

at the University of Uisconsin with a majcr interest in
 

Latin American problems.
 

ABOUT Th LAL:D TZMTfl2 CENTER 

The Land Tenure Center (LTC) was started I-lay 11, 

1962 with a three-year contract for sl,250,000 from the 

Agency for International Development (AID). 

From the be-inning the Land Tenure Center has
 

attempted to build a program to deal with agrarian
 

policy issues in Latin America. It is a program which
 

incorporates training within research and which ercorn

passes the wide range of interests and special skills
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available in the University, in Latin American agencies,
 

and in the U. S. Government.
 

..
aen the Land Tenure Center started it envisioned
 

a program which would operate from two locations in
 

Latin America and from a campus center at the University 

of Uisconsin. Since the beginning, ho1rever, there has 

been an overwhelming strem of requests irom Ltin 

American agencies, institutions, universities, -,overn

ments, AID missions, and individ.ucls aslrinm the Land 

Tenure Center to assist with studies of land use, colon

ization, reforms, water rights, rural unions, produ.

tivity, information programs and a host of other prob

lems. 
 The Land Tenure Center has worked in Erazil,
 

Chile, Colombia, Dolivia, Venezuela, Costa Rica, and
 

Guatemala, and is continuing research in most of these
 

countries.
 

In the course of this activity scores of promis

ing young Latin PAericans and interested U. S. students
 

have taken part in reseerch to rain experience for fu

ture work in Latin America.
 

hore than 50 graduate students are at the Univer

sity of Hisconsin and in Latin lunerica at the present
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time to assist with studies on agrarian development. 

Some support for these students is made available
 

directly through the Land Tenure Center, but it can
 

accommodat only a limited number of those who are
 

trained and ready to uork on Latin American projects. 

'211E LAI'D Tgi\UHA CWTER PRcG:Mj: 

Because changes in land tenure and agrarian
 

structure have economic, political and social ramifi

cations, the research of 
the Land Tenure Center is by 

nature multidisciplinary. 

The Land Tenure Center is not a curriculum or
 

a deportment in the ordinary university sense. It is 
a coordinating and service fo.cility to aid the University 

in carryin7 on an integrated program of research and
 

training. All staff appointments are made with estab

lished University departments. A research advisory 

committee representing the fields of economics, soci
ology, la.,, agricultural journalism, political science, 

commerce, Ibero-American studies, Latin American insti

tutions and AID assists in the development and review
 

of program proposals and policy matters.
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In gcneral, the purposcs of the Land Tenure Center 

are threefold;
 

1. To Pcquire empirically based, scientific kno,:

lc:dge on the economic, social, political, _epal 

and administrative aspects of land tenure and 

agraric.n structure in Latin America throuph a 

conceptually inte7ratcJ multidisciplinory pro
.-rarn of research Lnd trainin-,. 

2. To provide useful fecdbac: of the reults 

of the research to adinistrators, community 

leaders, research technician,, sttudents and 

others in Latin America and in the U. S. in

volved in development programs and policies.
 

.	 To tie training and research together thus in

creasing the number of competent Latin American 

and U. S. researchers who will be able to de

vote their attention to agrarian problems in
 

the future. 

110i.. FS I RJRCC S. DEVELOPED 

The Land Tenure Center attempts to build its
 

research program around the policy concerns of people
 

in rural communities of Latin America. Several
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guiding principles are folloi,,ed in undertaking re

search projccts.
 

First, the research needs to be usef'ul to those 
who must deal Iith developnent problems in Latin 

America. Local people cooperate in developing and
 
carrying out research, "here possible, informal ar

rangeents -ro 
 made with interested loc .l institutions. 

'raining is an integ-ral part of the research. Young
 
Latin A.ricrans, 
 because of their introductions to
 
field worn_, dnterviTiing and 
data snalysis, often con
tir!ue their wor':- and study in similar fields. ?ubli
cation and distribution 
of research results in Spanish 

and 1Iortuuese are encoura:red and. supported. 2esearch

ers are .s.:e. to follow. up on their studies by making 
policy rccoLmendations and by assisting with future 

planning. 

Second, the research must focus on problems of 

rural people. This often calls for field interviews
 

and survey techniques and for work outside of the main
 

cities.
 

All Land Tenure Center projects are reviewed and
 

discussed by persons representing several University
 



departmzents 'efore 'Tork is undertaken in the fIield. 

!,.here possible, studies are linked to other :n--oing 

activities. Several 'Points of view nay be broucht to 

bear . Interdisciplinary semninar3 and wor':shom s con

sider the projects and often u-ge modifivcations. 

FACILITISS AL'D ,ICTIVITI.]S 

As the foreroLn indicates, the Land. Tenure 

Center is more than a collection of research Orojects 

-- it is an attempt at an integrated reseri'ch and 

training progran. -Ind thie University and the Agency 

for International Development have a broader role than1 

simply ,gathering research information and training re

search Wor3_ers. 44akin- the results of research gleneral

ly available and useful is 
an important part of the pro

gram.
 

Therfollowing are of 
some of the prog!ram
 

activities:
 

1. The Land Tenure Center in cooperation with
 
the Deoartment of Agricultural Economics is developin

a special land tenure and rural developmcnt library con

taining more than 20,000 items. 
 The library is oriented
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especially to non-book materials such as reports, laws,
 

data summaries, papers and governmental documents re

porting much of what is knorn about rural conditions in
 

Latin A::ericn.
 

2. The library staff and individual researchers
 

are prepn.ring bibliographies of some 
of the most useful
 

materials on special areas such as 
colonization, taxation
 

and legal institutions.
 

3. Special attention is being given to the devolop
ment of Glossaries of land tenure and labor terms as
 

they apply to various Latin American countries. This
 

work is 
an outgrowth of interests by researchers in the 

field and those studying Spanish in special classes con

ducted by the Land Tenure Cc.nter. 

L. The Land Tenure Center publishes a newsletter 

which appears irregularly. Two publication series have
 

been st.rted in an effort to 
encourage more widespread
 

and general discussion of current Latin American issues
 

and research problems.
 

A list of available publications of the Land
 

Tenure Center is available on request.
 

5. A series of 16 
mm motion picture films is
 

being developed as a research tool 
to document rural
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conditions cnd land relationshjips in Bolivia, Colombia 

and Chile. 
 These films 
are produced in cooperation
 

with LTC research ivor'ers in the field and add on im

portant visual dimension to .-ritten documentation. 

The films are available for purchase or loa n.
 
'-rite the Land Tenure 
 Center or the Department of A--ri

cultural Journalizm for more 
information.
 

6. A limited number of Gradluate research assist

antships are awrarded 
 through the L,nd Tenurc Center as 

funds periAiit. Details are available from the LanO 

Tenure Center.
 

THE FUTUZ 

The University of 1/isconsin is committed to a 
continuing interest and activity in Latin 
umiericn. AID
 

support to the Land Tenure Center ffter July 1, 1965 
will be on an annual basis Trith prospects for foura 


ear prorram.
 

The Land Tenure Center is currently cooperating 

with the Centro Interamericano de ',eforma AMraria and 
the iHational University in , Escuela do EstudiosUogot 

Economicos Latino-americanos para Graduados in Santia.o 
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and the Central Ancricall niversities Association, and 

Aith thc! U.'IJD ;Missions and other organizations in each 

country wii.rere 'or_1: is done. x'panded projects are be

inz dc'vcloprd in i and -olivi..a 


For more inforraation urite or visit.
 

TI' LAT TiTURE CENJTERl
 

D!0 )in .llj
 
University of 'isconsin 
Li.dicnion, locnsin 5L3706
 

or cotr~ctLTCerso-lnn loca~ted in Latin America. 


