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BY MISS. LU3UVA, J.J.

: 1974 ..
The first rabbits to arrive at our Laberatery were the lop-eared
veriety, A totnl of % pantits were zrouckt frem Vienna, austria by
Dro E. 0ffori on Maves 1heh 107+, Twd =-nbhs Iitery twa of these had died
from lnternal abscesscs of the hoart and kidney. Five out of the remaining
8ix have performed well and have becn used for fly fceding 2and breeding
:experiments, o

In late #iay, 10 licw Ze~land white rabbits were nurshased from Ledlett
farm in Nairobi Kenya. One of these died due to stomach obstruction. The
remeining 9 adults have performed well. Finally, 6 lop-ecred rabbits were
received from Langferd England in hugust this .year.

Our main interest is to learn if we can successfully maintain and rear
lop-cared rabbits in Tanzania. These ravbits are not common to the tropics
and other agencies have experienced difficulties in attempting to rear them
in East ifrica. The room where these rabbits are reared is kept at
aproximately 24°C. The floor of the tuilding; is washed with plain water
threc times cach week., The rabhtit hutches were desipned to allow free air
movem2nt and maximum sanitatien, WYire mesh floors in wooden frame hutches
allov wastes to fall into frays that are filled with sawdust. The trays
are emptied, cleaned and re-filled again wita clean saw-dust 3 times per
weeke The saw dust is obtained freely,

The dimensions of each hutch which houses one rabbit is 2 ft. for the
lenuth width and height,three inys before the expected dnte of parturation
(that 18 aproxinately 26 days after mating the rabbits) we rlace brood
boxes inside the hutchcs with fertilized females. The braod boxes 2re made
of plyweced, zand wczd shavings are put incide for rnesting matericle Two
weeks after parturatisn, the brood baxes are removed from the hutches and
at Eight weeks the youns rahbits are weaned.

It is fortunate that rabbit pellets are now availanle in Tanga. The
formulation of focd was supplied by the Hational ’illing Company and does
nct contain material harmful to flies that feed cn the ratbit ears,

Fomales with young are piven 8 ounces of pellcets per day. % of this is
civen in the morning and the remaining half is gciven in the afternoen. All
nthers are given 4 oncds of pellets per day and the feeding is divided into
two, . In addition tc the pellets fresh rouchage such as accaspia
leaves and Rhodes grass are placed in the cages once each day.

The watering devices consists of 2 metal dish with an inverted bottle,
The wnater is changed zvery day. Attempts to purchase salt licks fer the
animals have not been suceissful. it present we ore using salt powder
which is being mixed with the pellets. Each rabbit is siven ¥ a teaspoon of
this salt powcer, per day.

Monthly weigking of rabbits is verforned as 2ne mu ns of assessing the
condition of all the rabbits. Bach ratbit iz weished i dividually on a
scale and the weirht is recordeil., an exnmile of tie welght chart is shown
here,

ICINTIVICATION D.TE WRIGHTY . LENLAKS
KG. GRAMS
June 1st 2 700 st toeth but rood health
FIVRUGURY July ‘I1st 5 S0 stealthy
Auge 15t | L eco Healthy
Sopt. Jud L 00 Produced 7 young
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Since arriving ot this lahoratori 211l rabkbits have improved sliphtly in
weight,

Our problems todate concernins rabbits have included such disease as
sore -hocks, opthalmia, wet chin and abscessess 8Sore hocks are being
treated with sulpha-thiazole nintment to heal the abbrassiocns; Opthalmia is
being treated with terra~cortil ointment and wet chin with 8avlon Cream.
Our rabbit census at present is 46. This consists of 22 adults and
2h young unes. Ve can house atout 30 adults in our rresent facilitices and
vwe are in the proccess of expanding our.present rabbit house,



