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FARMING SYSTEMS RESEARCH AND THE KSU COLLECTION 

tutions involved in farming systems research (FSR). The Library has 
organized a collection of materials available to persons inter- 
ested in the subject. 

Kansas State University is one of the increasing number of insti- 

The Technical Advisory Committee’s Review Team of Farming Systems 
Research has defined a farming system as: 

"a complicated, interwoven mesh of soils, plants, animals, 
implements, workers, other inputs and environmental influ- 
ences with the strands held and manipulated by a person 
called the farmer who, given his preferences and aspirations, 
attempts to produce output from the inputs and technology 
available to him. It is the farmer’s unique understanding 
of his immediate environment, both natural and socio- 
economic, that results in his farming system.” 

It goes on to describe FSR as: 

"research (including training) which: (1) is conducted 
with a recognition of and focusing towards the interdepen- 
dencies and inter-relationships that exist among elements 
of the farm system, and between these elements and the farm 
environment; and (2) is aimed at enhancing the efficacy 
of farming systems through the better focusing of agricul- 
tural research so as to facilitate the generation and test- 
ing of improved technology." 

"The major activities involved in FSR are: 
(a) The collection and analysis of base data; 
(b) The study of existing farming systems; 
(c) The design of new farming systems; 
(d) Farm systems experimentation; and 
(e) The evaluation and monitoring of new farming 

systems." 1 

THE REVISED EDITION... 

lists FSR vertical file material and selected publications with 
Library of Congress classification numbers found within KSU's 
Library. The vertical file material includes unpublished papers, 
drafts, house organs and other non-conventional items. Keyword, title 
and primary author indices are provided. The standard for keywording 
is an "enhanced" CAB Thesaurus. 

1 Farming Systems Research at the International Agricul- 
tural Research Centers. Washington, World Bank for TAC Secretariat/ 
FAO, 1978, page 8. 
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1686 Collison, M.P. (1982) FARMING SYSTEMS RESEARCH IN EASTERN AFRICA: THE 
EXPERIENCE OF CIMMYT AND SOME NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICES, 
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