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CYCLONE/FLOOD DISASTER, BURMA, MAY 1968

No, killed: 1,037 Nos cared for by mass
feeding: 12,409

No, of livestock killed: 17,537
No., of acres cultivated paddy

No, of homes destroyed: 57,663 fields destroyed: 1L45,1lhLh
No, homelesss: 297,768 Wo, evacuated: 12,409 to 12
camps

Egtimated dollar property

damage: $3,169,572

(X15, 000,000}
Geographically situated on the Bay of Bengal, the Arakan is
vulnerable to cyclones and %tidal waves, In 1967 Arakan was
hit twice on May 20 and on Octeober 23. Bui the cyclone on
May 10, 1968 was the severest both in property damaged and
the number of deaths. |

The cyclene buffetted the coast like an angered giant,

flattening Akyab town, and churning up blankeits of sand follow-
ed by massive tidal waves which swallowed up whole villages in
the hinterland, in Pauktaw, Minbya, Myebon and six other town-
ships in which men, women and children perished, The area
devastated was about 1,500 sguare miles, The total damage was
61h villages in nine townships, 57,663 houses were destroyed
and the loss $3,169,572 (K15,000,000), The death toll was the
heaviest ever suffered by Akyab and Kyaukpyu Districts which

had been battered 17 times since 1895 by storms and ¢yclones,

Akzab Town

———n

It is the headquarters town of the surrounding disirict.

It has a population of about 123,711 people, One eye-witness



account of a resident stated that "On the evening of May 9,
1968 at 0700 hours an easterly cyclenic storm struck the town.
The velocity of the windincreased from 60/100 m.,p.h. from 0230
hours onwards. On May 10 at 0800 hours the cyclone coinciding
with high tides caused ten foot %all tidal waves which inun-
dated the Strand Road and low lying areas of the town. Again
at 1000 hours of the same day till 1330 hours, the second -
cyclone storm hit the town at a speed of 100/150 m;p.h;

"Government administrative buildings, Trade Corporation

-warehouses, army and police barracks, agricultural godowns,

hospitals, government rice @ills, the electric power station,
telephone and electric cables and posts, schools,the telegraph
office together with a very large number of private houses

were badly damaged or destroyed. The town looked as though it
had been flattened by bombing. Communication by land, sea or
air with outlying townships and Rangoon wés completely cut off,

"A Greek ocean-going wvessel in the harbor with- 4,000 tons
of rice on board, broke its moorings and 'was sunk.

"The Inland Waterways Transport launch "Oway" which was
bertﬁed alongside the jetty at Ponagyun on ithe Kaladan riwver
north of Akyab was also sunk, Five persons who refused to
abandon ship were drowned, I,W,T. Launch "Waylin' was ailso
blown ashore, Numerous private.launches'and schooners were
also sunk, I estimate that about 95% of the town has been

reduced to shambles, "



Within Country Operations

Burma Government!s .Action: Government of the Union of

Burmatls reaction to the cyclone disaster was swift and effect-
ive, A high level Central Relief Committee was appointed with
Cols Tin U, Commander, Central Command, as'Chairman, Major
Lyin Maung, Relief Ministry; as Secretary; Capt. Nyunt Shwe,
Central Command as jbint-secretary.

Immediate steps were taken to airlift drinking water (wells
and other water supplies were salinated), medicines; food,
clothing and other household goods in urgent need;_

The Burmese Government iﬁﬁedia?ely sanctioned K2,250,000
towards the disaster. The Commitbtee together with the Chief
Justice, Dr, Maung Maung, and L%, Cols Hla Moe, President and
Secretary of the Burma Red Grosé respectively, flew 'alsao to
Akyab on May 1) to make an on-the-épot assessment of the extent
of'the,disaster and to put in¥o effect urgent re;ief measures
both immediate and long-term. They took with them on the plane
1,000 pieces of cotton blankets, é,SOO yards of longcloth, 100
cases of condensed milk, 200 dozen tins of baby food and five
cases of medicines presented by the Burma Red Cross, relief
stores and canvas ﬁents (donated by U.S, in May 1967) from the
Re;ief Department.

For three months fbllowing‘the disaster a constant flow
of relief and construction supplies were sent by air and sea

to be distributed to the affected areas,



The tidal waves of Arakan brought in its wake a wave of
sympathetic generosity from the whole country; men, women andg
children from all walks of 1ife gave generously. Even the
blind did their part in this national effort; +the Blind Monk,
Principal of the Pakokku Blind School, donated K500 ($105.65)
from his own funds which h.s disciples had given him, and the
blind students donated K100 ($21.i3), their earnings as Red
Cross volunteers, Workers in factories, offices, at jetties,
railway stations and other places did overtime work and contri=-
buted the money thus earned to the Fund. Teachers and school
children‘were not outdone in giving their mite. Pudblic con-
tributions amounted to KL,2h4lL,271.30. ‘Immediate relief and
rehabilitation measures were put into operation at once by the
local command of the Burma Army stationed at Akyab in coopera-
tion with the Civil Administrative authorities., Emergency
rations were immediately issued to the storm victims.

In Rangoon, a Central Relief Committee was formed, headed
by Col, Tin U, Commander, Central Command, in whose jurisdiction
the disaster area falls, A Coordinating Committee with the
Home Minister Col, Kyaw Soe was also formed,

The work completed has included the distributioh of seed
grains, restoration of electricity supply, repairs and refloat-
ing of vessels, distribution of building materials, such as ‘
timber, roofing materials, bamboo, dhani (thateh), motor
vehicles, repairs %o government bulldings and schools, recon-

struction of rice mills and industries, rebuilding of embank-~
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ments; bridges and roads, The colossal work has been accom=

plished speedily with the drive of CGol, Tin U and the army

‘personnel and the various departmental committees working at

high pressure.

U.5. Government Disaster Relief Operations

The news that the Arakan was hit by the cyclone reached
Rangoon on the evening of May 10 througﬁ the Burma Army wires
less. The AID Disaster Relief Officer being notified of the
fact immediately issued instructions to his staff to contact
the Relief Ministry,

On May 13 the Disaster Relief Officer received a request
for a supply of blankets, this being the most needed itenm of
relief supply. This request was relayed to AID/Washington the
same day. A prompt reply was received the following day ehnu~

merating the items of supplies to be chosen from and an indent

. sent forthwith., As per original request made by the Burmese

Government blankets were promptly dispatched on a chartefed
freighter, A& total of $137,L88.9L was allotted for disaster
relief. Out of this $9,000 was used to puféhase Indian cotton
materials. No other funds were used. Nor was any aid given
from ¥Food for Peace,

The gift of 25,020 blankets by the United States Govern-
ment, was dispatched in a Trans-World Airlihnes cargojet plane
from Boston %o Burma, arriving seven days after the disaster,
It was given full coverage by the press ~ Burmese, English and

Foredign.

D
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The United States contribution made to the Burmese Governe
ment in the shortest possible‘time after the cyelone disaster,
impressed the Burmese. -

To expedite the dispatch of supplies to the disaster area,
a Fokker Friendship aircraft was at standby at the airport to
take direct delivery from the TWA plane as it landed, It took
off immediately the same evening for Akyab, after being loaded.
At the same time, the remaining portion of the 25;020 blankets
were trucked to the p&rt and loaded on the m.v, "Pyidaﬁnyunt“
which was alongside the jetty awaiting the much needed cargo.
The relief shipment from the United States was followed by
cotton materials, 6,400 longyis and 18;000 meters of long
cloth from India arriving June 1 and June 3. This shipment
came from Calcutta and was made possible with the assistance
of +the Government of India. The Government of India gave the
0.5, Government special permission %o purchase the Indian
cloth with American owned £upee funds.

These gifts followed two other major United States Govern~
ment donations made for the cyclone victims last year, 1967

There was excellent coordination of efforts between the
Burmese Government and the U.S, Government Disaster Relief
Staff in Rangoon, The Disaster Rellef Officer and his staff
took personal delivery of every shipment and turned over the .

relief goods immediately to the Relief Ministry,

-G
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Cotton blankets and airfreight 25,020 $102;529:46

6,400 longyis and 185000 meters longcloth 9,000:00

Airfreight for Sulphur Drugs 7;200&00
$118;7291L6,

"Disaster Relief Operations by U:S; Voiuntary Agencies and the
.American Mational Red Cross (ANRC).

The Burma Red Cross made an appeal to the International
\
Red Uross for aid, The IRC requested the Red Gross Socdieties

in other countries to respoﬁﬂ tO“Bﬁrmais ap%eali The American
National Red Cross immediately résbonded with the help of well
known pharmaééutical firms in +the ﬁ.Sf, viz, Squibb; Wyeth,
Lilly, Abot@ and Lederle, which contributed suifa drugs. The
total value was $22,000,00. )

These contributions were aiflifﬁed to Burma through the
Disaster Reliéf Branch of AID/Washington. ]

In addition, a ¢heck for $5,000 was donated from the

Children's Fund of the Unitéd States Red Cross Society for

"

Children's Welfare work in the disaster. area, )

| The Gouncil of Worid éhurches also donated $2,000,00.
The clothing material consistiﬁg of longyis and long

cloth purchased in India were airfreighted gratis‘by Pan

American World Airways from Calcutta to Rangoon,-

American Natigqal Red Gross£ . o »:“" ,
Sulphur Drugs $22,000 .. " .
A.N.R.C. Children's fund 5,000- -
Gounci¥ of Worid Ghurches _.2,000

$29,000 . .
SR '
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Appraisal of U:S;_Govqrnment and Voluntary Agency Assistance
The blank@ﬁs vere mosh appréciéted: A Burmese airport
official commen%iﬁg on the blankets said "How guick the Us:S;
is in giving help!" Teeling one of the blankets from a
damaged bale he.added; dThey have given us the blankets as
they would their own people if they were in similay copdi%ions."
Fourteen of.the bales got damaged as they were discharged
from the T.W.A. plane; It would appear that the packing was
not strong enough to stand the impact, dropped from a height of
about 10 feet from the plane; |
The longyis and long cloth from India were also greatly
appreciated, They were 6f a quality which the Burmese generally
ﬁear. The family unit tents, 1arée and medium sizes, and tar-
paglins ﬁonated for the 1957 disaster came in very handy for
immediate use after the cyélone for the homeless, The gifts .
of sulphuar drugs donated by ANRG were used to combat diseases, -
The newspapers, both Burmese and English publicized-
every consigﬁment of U.5, relief goods as they came in., Photo-
graphs of-the Ambassador handing over the relief goods were

)

given front page prominence in all papers. Other photos of

relief goods being received or discharged from planes were

also used by the press.

uB—



Assistance Received from Other Countries

In the wake of the United States gesture of goodwillj
many countries have followed with messages of sympathy and
condolences and with concrete contributions of focdstuffs;
clothing, etc.

A table showing assistance received from other countries

in chronological order up to August 30; 1968 is on Appendix C,



Appendix A

Table Showing Loss of Life, Villages Destroyed and People
Homeless

Locality

Lkyab Township

Pauktaw n
Minbya 1
ﬁyebon "
Myohaung "
Rathedaung *
Ponnargyun "
Maungdaw R

Kyvauktaw n

Villages PEEEHE
126 16
1856 553

51 ' 39
43 415
67 1
55 5
60 8
9 -
L3 -

Persons
Homeless

112,982
71,307
20,768
2L 021
13,548
26,610
2h,729

2,258
1,5h2
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Appendix B
Within CGountry Contribuitions

1. Government contribution, cash K 2,250,000.00
) {($L75,0L35.81)

Materials for construction, transportation
(sea and air freight) :and services 10,199 ,690.00
($2,155,2h3.50)
2. Peoplet!s Donations, cash hy2hh,271.30
($896,83L.92)

Burma Red Cross
Various Communities, working people, schools, etc,

United States Government Contribution

l-

+

Blankets, cotton materials and freight :
for sulphur drugs $118,729.00

American Wational Red Cross

Sulphur Drugs 22 ,000,00
AN.R.C, Childrent!s fund 5,000.00
rCounoil of World Churches 2,000,00

$29,000,00



http:29,000.00
http:2,000.00
http:5,000.00
http:22,000.00
http:118,729.00
http:896,834.92
http:4,244,271.30
http:2,155,243.50
http:1O,199,690.00
http:2,250,000.00

~ . e . PN e - P
e BN N O R
w A - -

- - - PP N
- O em =m
.

- e em mp

Other Countries Contributions

Country
Swedish Red Cross
Canadian Red Gross

German Democratic
Republic

m.v, "Eckhardt!
Capte. and crew

Indonesian Residents,
Cairo

Yugoslav Trade Promo-
tion Off;, Rangoon

Indonesian Ambassador
and Staff

Canadian Red Cross

Danish Red Cross
U53SHE Red Cross

India

Indian Ambassador
and Staff

Bulgarian Red Cross-

UNICER
fustralia
Australian Red Cross

Peoplel!s Republic of
China Red Cross

ITtem

Check

]

Medicines
Cash
Check
Cash

Cash

Clothing

Clothing &
Plastic Cups

150 cartons

sugar

APPENDIX C

Value

3 .
1,93044L8

L ;621483

2,535:66

L96.57

1,155.8L

2,113.05

2,113.05
L, h37.40

1,901.7h

6,761.75

620 longyis No commercial

Cash

Relief goods

211.52

4,226,10

value

Skimmed Milk & No comm.value

Clothing from

India

1040 cases con-
densed milk

Check

Check

2 ,000.,00

22,L82,83

1,124.1k

L,ohk.58

DNate
Received

May 21

May 21
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 24

May 26

May 26
May 26

May 30

May 30

May 30
June 2

June &5

June 6

June 6

June 9
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Country
United Kingdom
Chip Seng Co,Ltd,,)
Singapore )
Wee & Go. Lid., )
Singapore )

Federal ERepublic of
Germany

Canada
Singapore Red GCross

G.D.R., Nled Cross
Japanese Embassy
Swedish Red Cross

Canadian Red Cross

Hungarian Red Cross
London Rotary Glub
Ceylon Embassy

Pakistan Embassy

Thai Embassy

TOTAL $124,056.61

APPENDIX C
Date
Item Value Received
— 5 - EPE—
Gash 5,1093,.,92 June 13
Check 653435 June 14
Medicines " 6,339.1k June 15.
Food, Medicines, L,624.83 June 16
Drugs, Tents h,62).83
and Clothing
6,880 tins con-~ No comm.value June 27
densed milk, 223
tons longyis
Medicines 22,877.4bL June 27
Check L,999.89 June 28
h7,000 yds cloth No comm.value  July 11
1410 cases con- u July 11
densed milk and
30 bales cloth
Medicines, 5,282,62 July 12
clothing
Blankets, bed- No comm,value July 25
sheets, towels,
shoes, pillows
"1000 1lbs. tea m July 30
Textiles 1,056.,52 July 30
8 tons corrugated
iron sheets, L boxes Aug., 28
nails, 91 cases con~-
densed milk, 1308.
pes corrugated iron
sheets, 20 cases )
cond, milk h,o9hLh.53 Aug. 30
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