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Military Revolutionary Committee Takes Command 

A.11ilitary Revolutionary Committee chaired by Major General Duo ng Van 
Minh and composed of some forty officers has taken command after a coup 
beginning about 1 p.m. Friday, November 1, in Saigon. 

' 

The Committee abolished the Presidency,dissolved the Cabinet and the
 
newly elected National Assembly, and suspended the Oct. 26, 1956 Con stitution.
 
Their ae4aration de'nies aiming to set up a military dictatorship, and
 
acknowledges democracy as the'best weapon against communism. Howeve
 
speaks of the necessity."to adopt a form of democracy consistent wit h the
 
discipline required by-a nation at wartl. It states that the Armed Fo rces are
 
for. friendly diplomati6 relations, with neighboring countries, freedo)m of
 
reiigion, press and expression and'will honor all previous agreement s and
 
protect live, and properties of foreign residents. It allows "all n on­
communist political parties... to operate within the limits roquiredIby
 
national defense security" and promises to "transfer political power to-a
 
nonularly elected government, when the situation permits".
 

*' Martial law was declared throughot the country' in order to mai ntain 
order and a'curfew imposed with the death penalty for any looters. 

Idlembers offthe Committee include: 

Ilajor General: Duong Van Minh - Chairman of Military Revo utionary 
' Committee 

Major General: Tran Van Don - Acting Chief General Staff 

lajor General: Nguyen Ngoc Le , 

. 4 

Major Guoneral: Tran Van Minh 

Brig. General: Hai Huu Xuan (now Major General), Prefect of Saigan 
Director Goneral of National Police 

Brig. General:' Tran Tu Oai (nbw Major Goneral), Dirotor Gencral for 

I . Informati on 

Brig. Genpral: Le Van- Nghiem 

iBrig. Goneral: Nguyen Giac Ngo ­
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Brig. General: Le Van Kim 

Brig. General: Nguyen Van La
 

- Brig, General: Pham Xuan Chien
 

Brig. General: Tran Thion Khiem
 

Brig. General: Ton That Dinh (now Majo r General), Militar er 
of Saigon 

Brig. General: Tran- Ngoc Tam 

Colonel: Do Mau (now Brig. Gen.)
 

ommittee. 

Colonel: Nguyen Khuong
 

Colonel: Duong Ngoc Lam
 

Lt.Colonel: Nguyen Van Thion
 

y Gern ' Lt.Colonael: Le Nguyen Khang 0 

Lt.Colonel: Khong Van Tuyen 

Lt.Colonel; Do Ngoc Uhuan 

Major: Nguyen Ngoc Thiet
 

Others will be identified as soon as information is available. 
roportud that the former Vice President Nguyen Ngoc The will be nom
 
lHinister of a caro-taker goverment. Many other former officials of 
government have rallied to the side of the Military Revolutionary C 
The Committoo's statement requested all govcrnment employcos-and ot the De
officials to continue in their prosent assignments until further no
 

Et 

As an example of forthcoming government agency reorganization, ofthe coneral 
ednntceMinistry of Interior is being split into two agencies, with the security 

functions to be hcaded by Maj, Gen. Ton That Dinh and the administr ative 
functions being transferred to the former Office of the Presidency. hen 
additional details are available, they will be reported in future Public 
Administration Bulletins; and eventually a new organization chart
 
government, as well as a ncw list of Province Chiefs, will be issu 
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COMPOSITION OF IE GOPL90RIENT	 I 
I I'' 

I.,(by decree No 1-TTP of Nov. 1) 
'4.. 

Order Names Titles	 Formur Titles 

1 Duong Van Minh-* Chief of State	 Commanding General Army
 
Field Command
 

2 Nguyen Ngoc Tho	 Prime Minister and concurrently
 
ninister of Economic and Vice-President of the
 
Financial kffairs Republic,
 

3 Tran Van Don* hiinister of National Defense Acting Chief of General
 
Staff
 

'4 Ton That Dinh* Minister of Security and Commander of Third
 
Military Governor of Saigon Army Corps
 

5 Pham Dang Lam Hinister of Foreign Affairs Secretary General at the VA 

Foreign Affairs Department 
6 Tran Tu Oai* Hinister of Inforaation Psywar Director General 
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7 Pham Hoang Ho	 Minister of Education 
.4. 

8 Tran Ngoc Oanh	 Minister of Tolccommunications V 
and Public Works 

-'I'. 
9 Nguyen Le Giang Ninister of Labor .4 

10 Nguyen Van Mau H1inister of Justice 

11 Tran Le Quang Minister of Rural iaffairs Secretary of State for
 
Rural Affairs
 

12 Vuong vuang Truong Hinister of Public Health Chief of xrmy Medical Service
 

13 Nguyun Huu Phi Minister of Youth and Sports oxchitoct 

L Nguyen Thanh Cung Secretary of Statoat the
 
Premier's Office
 

15 Lau Van Tinh Secretary of State for
 
iFinance
 

16 Lu Truong Thanh Secretary of State for
 
Economy
 

(* refers to military officers)	 (occording to Radio Vietnam November 5th 
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