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Pupils of Nakasero 



Education Stakeholders during the UPE Confer
ence August 13-14,2003 
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H.E Yowe,; Museveni with education broadcasters and writers 
at the State House, Kampala 





family, society and national levels. It is therefore vital 
in Uganda's journey to social and economic 
development. 

The 2002 Education Abstract shows increased 
numbers of girls in schools. Girls were 49% and 
boys 51 % at the start of the primary cycle - a great 
improvement from the previous years, (see the 
figures below for details) 
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Advocates speak out for 
girl education 

Josephine Nantambi of Buloba Primary 
School, in Wakiso District 

Han Gerald Namirembe Bitamazire, 
Ministry of State for Primary Education 



A Coordinating Centre Tutor demonstrates onthe use of 
instructionaL materiaLs at a teacher resource centre 



Launch of the PIACY programme at Ksimbiri Primary 
School March, 2003 



An instructor conducting a lesson in one of the 
complimentary centers in Kampala 
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The provision of quality primary education 
is the basis of sustainable development for 
a nation. Following the successful 
implementation of UPE, the Ministry of 
Education and Sports and donor partners 
have devised strategies geared to 
enhancing quality education . 

One of these is the provision of instructional 
materials: the collection of supplies that 
enhance pupil learning. Instructional 
materials include items and books, which 
are acceptable, approved and conform to 
the requirements of the official primary 
education curriculum . 

These Include: Textbooks, teacher guides, 
supplementary reading materials 
curriculum support materials , essential 
reference books like atlases and 
dictionaries, teachers ' Methodological and 
support materials and Teaching and 
learning aids (non- textbook materials). 

According to one of the group findings during 
the recently concluded 9th Education 
Sector Review, instructional materials are 
critical ingredients in learning, and the 
primary school curriculum cannot be easily 
implemented without them. 

The Ministry of Education and Sports , 
realizing the importance of instructional 
materials, has established a section in 
charge of instructional materials ; the 
Instructional Materials Unit. This unit is 
charged with the responsibility of 
streamlining the process of issuing learning 
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materials to districts and schools . Its other 
activities include, requesting for and receiving 
textbook orders from districts, consolidating 
textbook orders and making central bulk 
purchases, distributing textbooks to districts. 
and providing training to district education staff 
on instructional materials utilisation and 
conservation. The Unit also reviews curriculum 
and monitors textbook utilisation, conservation, 
stock control, and management. 

Instructional materials are also important 
because they provide information to teachers 
and pupils , organise the scope and sequence 
of information presented, and provide 
opportunities to pupils to use what they have 
learnt. 

They provide an interactive teaching 
environment for pupils , enhance children 's 
literacy and numeric skills and make learning 
interesting to children . In places where 
instructional materials have been used 
successfully. they have helped enhance 
children's learning process. 

The demand for materials far outstretches 
supply at the moment. Government is working 
with the education partners to provide funding 
and resources required to narrow the gap. As 
a result of this intervention, the Ministry of 
Education and Sports has come up with a 
policy of "Putting textbooks in the hands of 
children ". This programme is meant to raise 
awareness at the school and community 
levels about the importance of children 
learning early to work with these materials. 

Pupils of Arua Public School attend a class with the aid of 
instructional materials 



A complete set of classroom block and the pit 
latrine constructed ubder SFG project 

IN Kalangala district, Southern Uganda on 
Lake Victoria, there is a deficit in domestic 
labour where it used to be in abundance. 

Education (UPE) Programme initiated by 
government in 1997. Boys who traditionally 
participated in fishing activities to raise family 
incomes are now in formal education . The girls 
who helped their mothers to collect firewood, 
water and cook have been freed to join school. 

Mrs. Loyce Nakiganda, who used to look after 
a family of five girls and two boys, all orphans 
to various killer diseases says," The girls are 
in school, the classrooms have been provided 
by Government and the district people and 
school fees removed. This is a happy 
generation unlike 50 years ago" 

Seven years since it was introduced, UPE, is 
setting new trends and perceptions among the 
Ugandan poor especially the rural folks. Instead 
of sending their children to urban areas to work 
as domestic servants, parents are now 
sending them to school. Previously locked out 
of school due to fees constraints, children of 
the poor are now finding places in class. There 
is a high possibility that they will be part of the 
enlightened class that will participate in 
economic growth and development of the 
country. 

According to the Annual School Census data 
from 1997 to 2003 , the programme has 
successfully increased enrollment rates of 
both boys and girls. For instance in 1997, the 
enrolment in primary schools was 5.303,564 

and 2003 while the provisional figures indicate that 
there are approximately 7,592,293 pupils. 

Government now needs to concentrate on 
removing bottlenecks, such as the drop out rates 
that threaten the achievements over the last seven
years. Available information suggests that there is 
high dropout and repetition to the extent that only 
about 22% of the children enrolled in primary one 
in 1997 have managed to get to primary seven in 
2003. All stakeholders need to be mobilized to 
achieve the critical mass throughout the seven 
years of primary schooling. 

Through the Ministry of Education and Sports, 
government, is using additional resources drawn 
from the Poverty Alleviation Fund (PAF) to construct 
classrooms and teacher houses, recruit teachers, 
and purchase teaching and learning materials. 
Primary education is one of the key sectors 
identified in the Government's Poverty Eradication 
Action Plan (PEAP) 1997 which consists of PAF 
and the Schools Facilities Grant (SFG). 

SFG was started in 1998 by the Ministry of 
Education and Sports as one of the supportive 
programmes to UPE E The programme covers 
all 56 districts of Uganda, spreading to all sub 
counties. Its target in 1998 was 27,000 classrooms 
and to build 21 ,000 classroom blocks. The 
programme covers a minimum of 100 schools per 
region annually. 

The Grant is available to needy school 
commun ities to build new classrooms , libraries, 
latr ines , teac he rs ' houses and procurin g 
classroom furniture. 



ities of stakeholders in the implementation of the UPE 

President Museveni inspects an education exhibition 
. during the conference 

Pupils from UPE schools around Kampala listen attentively to a 
presentation during the conference 



When do we encounter dropouts? 

o The nature or acquired 
behaviors of the child , 

o The nature and status of the 
household 

o The nature and management 
of the education system; 

o The nature and behavior of the 
community from which the 
child comes, 
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