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••••••••
UNIT 1........ Map Read.ing

1.1 Direction

You have already learned that a compass can be used to find the direction. Do
you remember the cardinal points of a compass? They are north, east, south
and west. Do you know what these letters stand for?

N is for north S is for south
E is for east W is for west

Compasses also have four more points which lie between the cardinal points.
This diagram shows the eight points:

N

NE

W-----3IE--.........--E

SW

5

SE

Fig. 1 Eight Point Compass

The letters are combined for the directions midway between the cardinal
directions. NE stands for northeast and SE stands for southeast. SWstands for
southwest and NW stands for northwest.

Now we know eight points of the compass. These eight points are
broken down even further. Suppose a location is lying between north and
northeast. How would we describe this direction? To get more accurate
positions, we add another eight points. This gives us a compass with sixteen
points as shown on the next page.
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Fig. 2 Sixteen Point Compass

The combined letters stand for the following:

NNE north-northeast
ESE east-southeast
SSW south-southwest
WNW west-northwest

ENE east-northeast
SSE south-southeast
WSW west-southwest
NNW north-northwest-

As you can see, a compass forms a circle. Your mathematics teacher can
tell you that there are 360 degrees in a circle. The symbol used to show
degrees is 0, so we write 360 degrees as 360°.

Note the following points:

• Half of a circle is 180°. You cover 180° when you travel -from: north to south;
east to west; south to north; west to east, etc.

• When you travel through 90° (a quarter of a circle) you travel from north to
east, east to south, south to west, west to north, etc.

• When you travel through 45° you move south to southwest, southwest to
west, west to northwest, northwest to north etc.

• A compass has a magnetic needle that always points north. Compasses are
used by aeroplane pilots, sailors on the sea and people traveling overland
across unknown country.
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Questions:

1. What are the four cardinal points of a compass?

2~ List the sixteen points of a compass starting at north and going clockwise.

3. What are the directions that lie halfway between the following points of a

compass?

south and southwest

southeast and south

northwest and west

west and southwest

4. How many degrees are there between the following poin~s:

north and south

north and east

north and northeast

5. Where does the needle of a compass always point?

6. What are the uses of a compass?

7. What kinds of people use compasses?

Fig. 3 A Compass with Degrees

Meaning of Latitude and Longi'lude

If you look at a map in an atlas, you will see lines drawn on it. Some of the lines
run from the top to the bottom of the map. These are called lines of longitude.

Other lines are horizontal, that is, they run across the page from left to
right. We call these lines of latitude. If you look at both the lines of longitude
and latitude, you will see that they are numbered.
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Lines of Longitude

Lines of longitude are imaginary lines. You cannot see them on the surface of
the earth. You only see them on maps. Lines of longitude begin from the North
Pole and end at the South Pole. The lines divide the surface of the earth into
small equal slices. Each line of longitude is numbered in degrees from 0° to
180°. The line 0° longitude passes through a place called Greenwich near
London, England and also through Accra, Ghana in Africa. The name for this
longitude is the Greenwich Meridian or Prime Meridian.

As you look at a map of the world, you will see that some places are on
the Greenwich Meridian while others are to the east or west of it. There are 180°
of longitude to the east of the Greenwich Meridian. There are also 180° of
longitude to the west of the Greenwich meridian. This makes a total of 360°
which is the number of degrees in the circle going around the earth.

Lines of longitude are numbered from 0° to 180°. Usually we identify
them as being east or west of Greenwich. To help us know this, we can add E
for east or W for west after the number. When we write 100 E this means ten
degrees east of the Greenwich Meridian.
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Lines of Latitude

The lines of latitude are also imaginary and they run around the earth from east
to West. These lines are parallel so they don't meet anywhere. The distance
between each line of latitude is measured in degrees.

The 0° line of latitude runs around the centre of the earth and is called
the equator. It divides the earth into two equal halves. There are 90° of latitude
on each side of the equator.

When we want to write lines of latitude north of the equator, we put letter
N for north after the number. 5°N stands for five degrees north of the equator. If
it's south of the equator, we write 50 S.

How do we use latitude and longitude?

Latitude and longitude are very useful to pinpoint the location of a place on the
earth. For example, if you want to find Juba it lies at about 5° north of the
Eq'uator (latitude) and its longitude is 33°E. This is usually read as 5° north and
33° east. It's important to learn how to locate plac~s on the earth's surface
using latitude and longitude. In modern times we use satellites to give us exact
positions.
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Fig. 4 The Sun and the Earth

Questions:

1. Where do the lines of longitude begin and end?

2. How many degrees of longitude are there to the east of 0°? How many are

there to the west of it?

3. What name is given to the 0° line of longitude?

4. Which way do the lines of latitude run? What name do we give to the 0°

latitude?

5. How many degrees of latitude are there north and south of the equator?

Effects of latitude and longitude

Latitude has an effect on climate. As you move
closer to the equator, th~ temperature rises.
When you move ~way from the equator, the
temperature generally gets lower, although the
tilt of the earth's axis causes the seasons to
change from hot to cold outside the tropics.
Can you explain why this happens?

.Longitude doesn'taffect climate. If you
move around the world at the same longitude
the weather stays about the same. However,
longitude does have an affec~ on time.

Every morning you see the sun rising in the east. As·you move around
the earth toward the east you will find that the sun rises earlier and earlier as
you move east.

The Earth's Axis

The imaginary pole through the centre of the earth 'from pole to pole is the
earth's axis. The earth rotates on its axis from west to east. Half of the ea.rth is
turned toward the sun, half is in shadow. This isde:ty and night.

Longitude and Time

One complete rotation of the Earth takes 24 hours, which means that the earth
rotates 360° in 24 hours. In one hour the earth moves (360° + 24) = 15°

We have already studied how the sun rises earlier as you move east. Did
10



you know that places at different lon.gitudes are at different times? Has a
relative ever ca.lled your family on the telephone from West A"frica, England, or
America? If so, you will know that the time in these places is different from the
time in New Sudan.

Because the earth rotates once in 24 hours the world is divided into 24
time divisions or "time zones". Each division is one hour. Each hour is equal to
15°, and so each degree is 4 minutes.

Fqr every 15° East of 0° Longitude (Greenwich) the clock is one hour
ahead of 00. For every 15° West of 0° (Greenwich) the clock is one hour behind
because the sun has risen one hour later. Have you watched TV or listened to
the radio 'from England? If so you will know that New Sudan is three hours
ahead of England. When it is 8 am in England it's 11 am in New Sudan. This. is
the same as East Africa time. In some areas of Sudan people prefer to be two
hours ahead of England.

For another example, if the time in Accra, Ghana, which is 0°, is 12
Noon, the time at Kinshasa in Congo which is 15° E is 1:00 PM. A town west of
Accra like Bissau at 15° W is one hour behind (11 :00 AM) the time in Accra.

11



Longitude 40° East?
Longitude 40° West?
Longitude 45° East?
Longitude 45° West?

Activity:

Loku travels from Accra in Ghana to Juba in the New Sudan:
How many time zones ahead does he to cover?
How many hours should he put his watch ahead?

Questions:

1. Why does time increase as one moves to the East of 0° Greenwich?
2. Explain why the time of sunrise is different at different longitudes.
3 How wide is a time zone in degrees?
4. Why do we have time zones?
5. If the time is 12:00 Noon at Greenwich (0°), what time is it at the following
places?

a)
b)
c)
d)

The International Date Line

Greenwich 0° is directly opposite Meridian 180°. These two Longitudes divide
the world into two tialves. At 180° is the International Date Line. Can you 'find it
on a map or globe?

On crossing the International Date Line (180°) traveling east, a day is
gained and on traveling West a day is lost. If it is 6:00 AM at 0° Greenwich on
Tuesday, January 1st, longitude 180° E is 12 hours ahead of Greenwich, that is,
the time there will be 6:00 PM on Tuesday. A place almost 180° W is 12 hours
behind Greenwich. The time here will be 6:00 PM on Monday, December 31 st.
The two places near longitude 180° have almost the same time but their dates
differ by a day.

Meridian 180° is preferred for this change of day because it passes
through the middle of the Pacific Ocean where there is little land or population..
The International Date Line does not follow meridian 180 in a straight line. It
zigzags to avoid land areas.

Questions:

1. Write the correct name in the spaces provided:
(a) Longitude 160° E passes through ---------------------in Asia.
(b) Longitude 160° W passes through -----------------------USA:

12



2. If you travel from longitude 160° E on Monday, 1st January to Longitude
160° W.:
(a) What day of the week will you be at longitude 1600 W?
(b) What date of the month will you be at longitude 160° W?

The Position and Size of New Sudan

New Sudan lies between latitude 4°N and latitude 13°N and longitude 22°E and
38°E. It borders Eritrea and Ethiopia to the east and the Central African
Republic to the west. To the southwest lies the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Uganda is located to the south while Northern Sudan lies to the north. Kenya is
found southeast of the country. The size of New Sudan is about 835,271 square
kilometres.

The Five Regions of New Sudan

New Sudan is made up of five regions. These are: Bahr el Ghazal, Equatoria,
the Nuba Mountains, Southern Blue Nile and Upper Nile. These regions are
connected to each other by road, air and river transport. The population of New
Sudan is about 7.5 million, and 95 percent of the people live in rural areas.

Questions:

1. Name the countries that share borders with New Sudan.

2. How many regions are there in New Sudan?

3. Name the regions of New Sudan.

4. Match the countries with the directions given in the table below.

Countries Direction

• Central African Republic • South
• Uganda • East
• Democratic Republic of Congo • West
• Ethiopia • Southeast

• Kenya • Southwest

13



••••••••
UNIT2.•....•. Physical Environment

Land forms of New Sudan

Key

Forest
<?~ ~~____ .0

Savanna /I- -/t:tf

Grassland -#"##1/'

New Sudan lies in the Nile Basin. "Basin" refers to the low land that drains into
the river. The Basin rises to the Congo-Nile water division plateau to the South
and the Southwest. This division is the place where water to the west flows into
the Congo River, while water to the east flows into the Nile River.

The Eastern border of New Sudan rises to the Ethiopia highlands. To the
North is the Nuba Plateau which has many rocky hills.

The Basin Proper

The basin proper is the lowest part of New Sudan. It is covered with clay soil
and sudd vegetation. It is said that this area was once a large lake but it silted
up with soil eroded from the East African Plateau and the Ethiopian highlands.
The basin is composed of young rock and is rich in oil. Some parts of the
original lake such as lake No, the largest in New Sudan, and Sharnbe still exist.
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The lakes in the Sudd region are the Ox-bow type. Example of Ox-bow
lakes are Lake Yirol and Muni Bukana near Terekeka. Ox-bow lakes are rich in
fish but very few people live in this region because it's flat and swampy. Heavy
rainfall and the many rivers in the area are the main cause of the year long
flood. One of the main rivers in this region is the Nile which meanders or twists
its way across this area to the North through Malakal . Other rivers are the Jur,
Lol and Kiir in Bahr el Ghazal and the Bat in Upper Nile.

The Sudd region lies between the Sobat and Bahr el Ghazal rivers. The
ground begins to rise in the Southwest giving way to iron stones, forest and
woodland. It merges into the tropical rain forest of the Democratic Republic of
Congo. During rainy seasons the communities in this area move with their
livestock to the highlands for grazing and move back to the toich (swampy
areas) during the dry season.

Fig. 5 Rocky Hills

Hills and Ranges

Hills are scattered in different parts of New Sudan. There are the Imatong
Mountains in the far south, on the border with Uganda. The Southeastern part
of the Equatoria region also has hills. The Imatongs are the main mountains in
the southeast and they include Kenyeti, New Sudan's highest mountain. To the
southeast is the Boma plateau. In the Nuba region are the Nuba Mountains.
The Ingessana Hills are found in the Funj region.

Some hills in New Sudan are volcanic. Volcanos produce mountains and
other land forms. Examples of volcanic hills are Rejaf Hill which is located south
of Juba and other volcanic land forms which are found in the Boma plateau.
The cone-like Rajaf hill is the result of molten rock being pushed from under the
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ground to the surface of the earth. It builds two layers, ash and lava, forming a
hill. Liquid lava can flow for a long distance, forming high, flat land known as a
plateau.

Underground Volcanoes

As lava is pushed into the earth, the rock layers of the earth rise. The lava cools
underground forming hard rock. The rock formed underground is called
granite. Many hills in the New Sudan were formed in this way, for exarnple

Bongo on Yei Juba road
The Gumbiri Hills of Yei County
The Maridi Hills and
Awo'do Hills of Mundri County.

Academy ArtwlXks

Fig. 6 Diagram of a Volcano

Rivers and Swamps

The main rivers of the New Sudan are: the Nile River, the Jur River, the Lol, the
Kiir River in Bar and the Sabat River. There are many lakes in Rumbek County,
which is the reason why it is called Lakes Province. After leaving Shambe the
Nile continues to flow through the Sudd Region where it becomes an

16



enormous swamp. One important feature of this area is Lake No. It is the
largest lake in New Sudan.

The swampy region is located between Bor and the Bahr el Ghazal
River and extends to the River Sobat. Reeds, papyrus and water hyacinth grow
in these swamps. The land here is flat and it floods in the rainy season. During
the rainy season, the Dinka and other cattle owning tribes move away -from the
toich (as this area is called in Dinka) when it 'floods to higher ground.

Fig. 7 Swamp/Toich

Questions:

1. Why do few people live in the Sudd region?
2. Name some of the mountains found in New Sudan.
3. What are the main rivers in New Sudan?
4. Where do the Dinkas take their cattle during the rainy season?

Weather and Climate

When we talk about weather, we're referring to the condition of the air at a
certain time. We use words like hot, cold, dry, rainy, sunny or cloudy to
describe weather. Climate refers toweather conditions in an area over a long
time. Climates in areas of New Sudan may b~ described as:

a) Wet and hot, as in Western Equatoria.
b) Dry with little rainfall like Northern Bahr EI Ghazal.
c) Wet and dry, as in Central Equatoria.

17
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The difference between weather and climate is that weather concerns a
short period of time, while climate relates to a longer period. New Sudan has
two seasons, the dry and wet seasons. Northern Bahr el Ghazal has a long dry
season, lasting about seven months, while Equatoria has a shorter dry season
lasting about three months. Weather and climate includes rainfall, temperature
and wind. These features are influenced by;
a) Latitude or distance from the Equator
b) Distance from the sea or water bodies
c) Altitude
d) Vegetation

Fig. 8 A Rain Storm

Rainfall

Let's look at the two types of rainfall that occur in New Sudan. These are:
1. convectional rainfall
2. relief rainfall

Convectional rainfall

A lot of rain falls during the rainy season in New Sudan. Most areas receive
what is called convectional rainfall. How does convectional rainfall occur? The
sun heats the surface of water. The water may be in rivers, ponds, swamps, or
forests. The water turns to water vapour which rises in the air. As it rises higher
and higher, it cools and turns into tiny drops of water. The drops form clouds.
When the atmosphere is saturated with (full of) water it falls from the clouds
back to the ground as rain.

18



WINDS,

Fig. 9a Convectional Rainfall

Relief rainfall

Relief rainfall happens in areas where the land changes from low to high. By,
relief, we mean having raised or higher parts of the countryside. The diagram
below will help you understand how relief rainfall occurs.

The arrows show the wind blowing from the sea across the land. Usually
th~ wind carries a lot of water vapour. The wind rises higher when it reaches
higher ground and as it rises higher it becomes cooler. This cooling causes the
water vapour to condense into clouds which produce rain. Areas with
mountains receive relief rainfall, for example the Imatong Mountains and the
Boma Hills.

CLOUDS
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Fig. 9b Relief Rainfall

Ra.infall in mountainous areas is not the same everywhere. In the next diagram
you ca.n see that most rain falls on the side where the wind is blowing. This
side is known as the windward side. Very little rain falls on the other side of the
mountain, which is called the leeward side or rain shadow.
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Temperature

When we talk about how hot or cold the air is at a given place, we are referring
to the temperature. We measure temperatures in degrees Celsius with an
instrument called a thermometer.

Weather stations all over the world measure the temperature every day
and keep detailed records. It's useful to keep records of the weather because
they help us know the average temperature of a place at a given time of the
year. This information is useful for farmers, pilots, tourists, and other people.

Wind

Wind also affects the weather and climate. The direction from which the wind
blows is very important. For example, if a wind blows over lakes, swamps, or
land that is wet, it's likely to carry rain. Wind that blows over dry land such ~s

desert is very dry and doesn't bring rain. Southern Sudan receives some of its
rain from winds from blowing from Lake Victoria.

Factors that Affect Weather

When studying climate, we look at three important factors:
a) altitude
b)· latitude
c) distance from a large area of water

Altitude

The altitude of a place is its height above sea level. Altitude affects temperature;
. the higher up you go, the lower the temperature becomes. A good example is
at Katire in Torit County. As you climb up from Katire to Gila, it becomes cooler
and cooler. Areas at a low altitude are generally hotter than those at a higher
altitude.

Latitude

Latitude also affects climate. Generally, the temperature rises as you get nearer
the Equator and get lower as you move away from the Equator. In the tropics,
that is between 23°N and 23°S, the noonday sun is always high in the sky. The
sun's rays are never far from right overhead and they are very hot. Places like
this have hot climates.

Near the North and South poles, that is close to 80° Nand 80° S, the sun

20



is never high in the sky, even at noon in
midsummer. The sun's rays always fall at an
angle and spread widely on the surface,
giving little warmth. These places have low
temperatures.

Distance from a large mass of water

In places close to the sea, lakes, rivers, or
swamp there is a lot of water vapour in the air. Because of this these areas
receive more rainfall than those which are further inland.

Questions:

1. What do we mean by weather?

2. What words do we use to describe weather?

3. What are the important things that influence weather?

4. What type of rain do we get in New Sudan?

5. What causes relief rainfall?

6. What is a rain shadow?

7. What is altitude? How does it affect temperature?

8. Why is it useful to keep records of the weath.er?

9. How do winds carry moisture?

10.What kind of areas receive high rainfall?

Climatic Regions of New Sudan

New Sudan can be divided into the following climatic regions:
a) semi-desert
b) woodlands and savannah
c) equatorial
d) mountain

The Semi-Desert Region

This type of climate is found in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Upper Nile, Southern
Blue Nile, and Kapoeta County in Eastern Equatoria. The rainfall in these areas
is very low, about 250 mm a year. It rains from April to July. The main plants
are dry, short grasses, thorny shrubs, and Acacia trees. The temperature is
high and averages around 30°C.

21



People who live in these regions keep cattle, sheep and goats. Sorghum
is the main crop.

Woodlands and Savannah

The wooded and open savannah climatic regions are found in parts of
Equatoria, Bahr el Ghazal, and the Upper Nile regions. There is more rain than
in the semi-desert regions but less than in the equatorial regions. Much of the
rainfall is convectional because of the area's nearness to the Sudd.

Vegetation includes scattered woodland and grass. Savannah is often
referred to as the Sudan type of grassland, and is named after the tall grass
found in Sudan (Sudan grass). The temperatures in this region range from 25°C
to 30°C. Rainfall varies from place to place, but it is usually between 700 and
1000 mm. Northern Uganda and western Kenya also fall within this climatic
region.

Fig. 10 Savannah

Equatorial Climate

This region has high temperatures and heavy rainfall. Most of the rain falls from
April to November. As a result of high rainfall, there are tropical rainforests. This
climate occurs in Western Equatoria in the counties of Maridi and Yambio.
These are located on the border of the Democratic Republic of Congo. In the
Aja and Bangaingai forests, trees grow over 10 metres high and there is heavy

22



undergrowth. The temperature often reaches 30°C and the total rainfall reaches
1700 mm. This type of climate continues southward into the Congo basin.

Mountain Climate

In New Sudan the mountain climate is found in the Gilo and Imatong areas in
Eastern Equatoria. The main characteristic of this climate is that the
temperatures decrease as the altitude increases. Thus we find that at Gilo and
Upper Talanga in the Imatongs the temperature ranges from O°C to 20°C.
These areas are usually much cooler than the rest of New Sudan. They
generally receive heavy rainfall (relief type rainfall).

The Vegetation of New Sudan

Vegetation refers to any kind of plant, while natural vegetation is any kind of
plant that grows natura.lly. New Sudan has natural vegetation ranging from
semi-desert and wooded savannah to tropical forest.

Savannah is the most widespread type of vegetation in New Sudan. It
consists of grasslands with scattered bushes and trees and covers most of
Western and Eastern Equatoria. Southern Blue Nile, the Nuba Mountains,
Kapoeta County and parts of Upper Nile region.

Tropical rain forests are found in parts of Maridi and Yambio counties in
Western E.s:1uatoria. These areas have the most rainfall and are rainy enough for
thick forests to grow. The third type, the semi-desert areas, have scattered trees
and thorny bushes. They receive less rainfall than the savannah.

23



Questions:

1. What type of vegetation dd we find in a semi-desert region?

2. Where do we find semi-desert areas in New Sudan?

3. Where are savannah grasslands found in New Sudan?

4. What kind of vegetation grows there?
I

5. Where do we find an equatorial type of climate in New Sudan?

6. Which areas in New Sudan have a mountain climate?

7. What do we mean by vegetation? What is natural vegetation?

8. What type of natural vegetation is found in most parts of New Sudan?

9. Why do trees grow in the Equatorial region?

10.Compare the amount of rainfall in different areas of New Sudan.

. I ~

Fig. 11 The Imatong Range
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.........
UNIT 3
••••••••

Early People

Social Organisation of Early People

Early people lived by hunting and gathering wild plants. They lived in groups
and moved from place to place in search of food. If they found enough food
somewhere, they built shelters and stayed there for a time. Most of these
hunters lived in groups of 25 to 50 people. Each group was made up of several
families.

Fig. 12 Stone Age People
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Bartering

Bartering was common among early people. Groups traded with other groups,
for example, one group might make tools for hunting and another group might
collect fruit and other plants for food.

Religion of Early People

We know little about the religion of early people, but from the discovery of
burial sites we have seen that when a person died, he or she was often buried
together with items like food, ornaments and tools. Early people probably
believed that these items would be needed by the dead person.

They also performed dances for many reasons, for example, fertility
dances to ensure that both people and animals would bear many young. Other
ceremonies ensured good hunting. They also offered sacrifices of animals, and
some groups practised human sacrifice.

. Questions:

1. How did early people organise themselves?

2. What jobs did each group do?

3. What were some of their religious practises?

Early Government and Civilisation

Early humans lived in small groups, so the earliest forms of government were
families and a leader. When a group could produce enough food, some of the
members were able to developed new skills and do other work for the group.
Some became craft workers and others became merchants.

As time went on, villages grew into cities, and cities became the birth
place of civilisation. City governments became more developed and took a role
in managing community affairs and providing services for the people.

Questions:

1. What form of government did early humans have?

2. How did villages grow to become towns?

3. How did civilisation begin?

Early forms of Agriculture and Crop Production

Early people ate wild fruit, roots, cereals, and meat from wild animals. As they
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settled they began to learn more and more about,agriculture. They learned to
plant and care for their crops. As agriculture developed people settled and
stayed in the same place their whole life.

The idea of planting seeds is believed to have started in the Middle
East, in parts of present-day Iraq, Israel and Turkey. Farmers who lived in these
places grew crops such as wheat, barley and beans. Farming then spread to
Asia, South and North America and North Africa. Farmers during this time
developed tools like wooden sickles for cutting grain, grinding stones for
grinding grain into 'flour, and axes. With the development of agriculture came
the building of towns and setting up of government.

Questions:

1. When did people begin to build homes and settle down?

2. Where did agriculture begin?

3. Which crops did farmers grow in these places?

Domestication of Animals

We don't know how humans began to tame animals. It is possible that hunters
learned to raise animals by keeping pets of young animals whose mothers had
been. killed. Like the crops they grew, the early people found out that some wild
animals were more friendly than others. Some kinds of animals came near to
the human shelters for security and were able to live with humans without
biting them or harming them in other ways.

Cattle, goats, sheep, cats, and dogs lived with early people. The people
brought t,hese animals into shelters and fed them or allowed them to graze
nearby. This was the beginning of domestication of animals. Early people
benefitted from the meat, milk and skins of the animals.

Farmers in different parts of the world raised different animals that were
domesticated from local wild animals. Dogs, cats, goats, and cattle became
popular throughout the world. In other places people domesticated camels,
horses, and other animals.

Questions:

1. Name some of the animals that lived near humans.

2. Why did they come to live near people's homes?

3. How did the early people benefit from the animals?
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Production of Crops

As agriculture spread around the world farmers in different parts of the world
grew different crops depending on what was suitable for the local climate and
what seeds were available locally. Farming became highly developed along the
banks of the Nile in Egypt and Nubia. In Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq),
farmers used the land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers to farm. It was in
the Nile Valley and Mesopotamia that farmers discovered the use of machines
for irrigation.

Shaduf Irrigation

In about 3000 B.C Egyptians, the Nubians and Mesopotamians invented a
plough that oxen could pull. This invention increased the production of the
crops in the areas where it was used. They also invented a weighted pole and
bucket for irrigation. This type of irrigation is called Shaduf irrigation.

Questions:

1. Where did agriculture begin?

2. What areas became highly developed in agriculture?

3. Why were different crops grown in different areas?
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••••••••

UNIT4•.....•.
Ethnic Groups

We may refer to communities of people speaking the same language and
having the same customs as "tribes", or a more modern term is "ethnic group".
People of the same ethnic group share a language and culture. New Sudan
has many ethnic groups that can be classified into five large groups that speak
related languages. These are the Nilote, the Nuba, the Funj, the Nilo-Hamite
and the Sudanic groups.

Fig. 13 Sudan has many ethnic groups
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The Nilotic People (Nilote)

The largest group is the Nilotic. This group is divided into three sUb-groups:
the River-lake Nilote, the Highland Nilote and the Plains Nilote. The River-lake
Nilote have lived in New Sudan since time immemorial. Their place of origin
was in present-day Aweil County in Bahr el Ghazal region. The Dinka, Nuer,
Shilluk, Anuak, Acholi, Lango and Jur are descendants of the River-lake Nilote.

auestions:

1. Name the language groups living in New Sudan.

2. What groups belong to the Nilote?

Acholi

Migration of Different Communities

Migration of Nilotic People

To understand the movement of people into New Sudan, we have to look back
around 5000 years. This was the time when people began to settle down and
cultivate land. If we look at the River-lake Nilote we find that they were cattle-
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keepers who also fished in the lakes and rivers. As time passed they came into
contact with agricultural communities and learned to grow crops. When their
numbers increased they moved from their original homeland.

Other factors like famine, drought, and tribal fighting forced them to
move southwards. In around 1400 the Shilluk, Dii'lka, and Anuak moved across
Southern Sudan. The Luo or Babito moved southwards towards Uganda,
where they founded the Bunyoro Kitara Kingdom.

Questions:

1. What made early people move from their original homes?

2. Which tribes in New Sudan moved from their original areas?

The Nilo-Hamite

By tradition, the Nilo-Hamites are cattle keepers like the Nilote. They also live in
Central Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia. In addition to cattle keeping
they fish and grow some crops.

The original home of the Nilo-Hamite was the area north of Lake Turkana.
From there they moved westwards into New Sudan and southwards into Kenya
and Uganda.

The Nilo-Hamite groups in New Sudan include the Bari, Mundari,
Nyangbara, Pajulu, Kuku, Lokoya, Luluba, Lotuho, Lopit, Lango, Toposa. The
Danyiro are a section of the Toposa who left the main tribe and migrated to the
east. For some time they were ruled by Ethiopia.

Questions:

1. Where do the Nilo-Hamite live?

2. Which communities in New Sudan are Nilo-Hamite?

The Bantu Sudanic Tribes

Bantu groups originated in West Africa and the Congo reigon. They began to
enter New Sudan from the Central African Republic and the Democratic
Republic of Congo in the early nineteenth century. The Azande were the largest
of the Banto Sudanic tribes that came to live in the area of New Sudan.

Near Wau are the Ndogo-Sere group. According to tradition they came
from the south. They speak a language related to the Mundu who live around
Maridi County and in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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The Moru-Madi group live in Mundri and Maridi counties. The Kaliko and
the Avokaya are found in Yei county. The Madi live around Opari in New Sudan
and in Moyo District in Uganda. It is thought that the Bongo came into Sudan
from Uele River in Central African Republic.

Questions:

1. Name some of the Bantu Sudanic tribes of New Sudan.

2. What's the largest group of the Bantu Sudanic people?

3. Where did the Azande originate?

4. Where do we find the Moru-Madi people?

5. Where did the Bongo originate?

Distribution of Population in New Sudan
I

In our lesson on migration we read about how the different ethnic groups of
New Sudan came to settle where they are now. Why do you think they settled
in one place and not another?

One of the important factors for settlement is climate. Few people
choose to live in hot deserts or on the upper slopes of high mountains because
it is too cold. People don't build their homes in swampy places. I'f you travel on
the Nile from Bor to the Bahr el Ghazal River, you will see that the banks are
swampy and that there are few people liVing there. The River Sabat area is flat
and becomes flooded in the rainy season. The Sudd is a large area of swamp
with tall reeds, papyrus and water hyacinth. Few people live there.

As we go around New Sudan, we see that there are more people in
some places than in others. The population isn't evenly distributed over the five
regions. ~ome parts of the country are densely populated while others have
few people. An area that has a low population is called "sparsely populated" in
English.

Population density is the number of people in a given area. We measure
population density by the number of people per square kilometre. Population
density is affected by four factors. These are:

a) Climate
b) Natural vegetation
c) Soil fertility
d) Water resources
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Questions:

1. What are the factors that determine where people settle?

2. Why are there few people living on the banks of the River Nile between Bor
and River Sobat?

3. What affects population density?

Climate

Areas with good rainfall and fertile soil can support a lot of people, so the
population density is usually very high in regions like this. Places with high
population density in New Sudan are the rural areas of Vei, Maridi, Vambio and
Kajokeji counties. These areas have an average of 750 millimetres of rainfall per
year.

Places with poor rainfall are not good for agriculture so fewer people live
there. Kapoeta, Terekeka, and parts of Rumbek and Tonj counties have this
climate and most of the people there are pastoralists or hunters. The rainfall in
these places may not exceed 400 millimetres.

Questions:

1. Where are good farming areas in New Sudan?

2. Name places with a high population density in New Sudan.

3. Give example~ of places which are poor for agriculture.

4. Why are places with less rainfall sparsely populated?

Natural Vegetation

People also settle in certain areas because of the natural vegetation. For
example, if a certain ethnic group is used to living in thick forest, they will
search for other areas with thick forest to settle in when they migrate.

Pastoralists prefer savannah grassland so they have adequate pasture
for their animals. Settling in areas with different natural vegetation and different
climates would require changing their customs and culture.

Questions:

1. Why do certain ethnic groups migrate to areas with the same natural
vegetation?

2. Why do pastoralists like savannah grassland?
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Land Forms

Land forms also have an effect on population distribution, for example, very few
people settle on mountain tops because it would be difficult to travel back and
forth from home. If you go to the Nuba mountains you will see that most people
build their homes at the bottom of hills and mountains or on the lower slopes.
Flat land is better for agriculture while rolling or rocky land isn't preferred by
farmers.

Rivers, lakes, and streams are also important to settlement for the fish
and water they provide. Larger rivers are also used for transportation. Every
settlement needs a source of water.

Fig. 14 A Stream in a Forest

auestions:

1. Give examples of how land forms affect human settlement.

2. Why are sources of water important to communities?
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Problems of a Fast Growing Population

When people have a lot of children and the population grows quickly we call it
"high population growth". High population growth can have bad effects on
society. In poor countries like New Sudan, young people who have attended
school want to go and live in towns. For them towns are places where they can
get employment and live a comfortable life. While it's true that employment may
be found in towns, life in towns has its own problems. These include:

.a) crowding and poor housing
b) unemployment
c) crime
d) pollution
e) easy spread of diseases like HIV/AIDS

Let's look at these negative effects of over-population one by one and see
how they affect us.

Big towns like Juba, Malakal and Wau have grown fast. Smaller towns like
Yei, Maridi, Yambio, Rumbek, Bentiu, Torit, Kapoeta and Yirol are also growing.
Many people are coming into these towns to look for employment. When there
are so many people in a town, the town authorities can't look after them
properly. Schools and hospitals become overcrowded. Shanty towns develop.
Having many people living in town without jobs may lead to crime. Theft and
robbery become common in the towns.

Overcrowded towns may also become unsanitary and unhealthy because
of water shortages, uncollected garbage, and lack of toilets. Vehicles and
industries produce harmful wastes, polluting the air, water, and land. Wastes
get into sources of drinking water and make them unsafe to drink, and the
amount of disease rises in the community. There may be epidemics of typhoid,
cholera, and other diseases.

Questions:

1. Why do school leavers in New Sudan want to live in towns?

2. What happens when they can't find jobs?

3. What other problems does overpopulation cause?

4. What do you think should be done to discourage people from coming to live
in towns?
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Uses of Population Data

Governments usually collect data on the population. The data includes number,
age, and sex of the people; their marital status and number of children,
occupations, income, ethnic group, and religion. Population data is very useful
for planning, for example, health and educational facilities should be built
according to the needs of each locality. The government should not build large
schools and health centres in places where few people are living.

Development programmes are implemented with the help of population
data. Businessmen and women who want to start businesses may study the
population data of a place. This helps them know the:age, sex, income level,
life style, location and consumer habits of the people for whom they're
targeting their business. Other professional people like doctors, agricultural
officers and scientists also find population data useful in their work.

Questions:

1. How is population data useful to the government? .

2. Who can benefit from population data and how do they benefit?

3. Do you know any population data for your area?
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••••••••
UNIT 5•...•.•.

Social and Cultural Activities

Clans

Many tribes (or ethnic groups) in New Sudan are divided into clans. A clan is
made up of a group of families who are descended from a common ancestor.
In most African societies, the founders of a clan were male. The custom of
clans continues in many places in New Sudan.

In the traditional societies of tribes that had clans, members of the sarne
clan did not marry each other. They had to marry outside the clan. Children
born within the clan belonged to the father and not to the mother.

Clans were very important in the tribal system. When there was in
security in a village, clan members provided security. They also looked after the
welfare of their clan members. In times of famine they shared whatever food
they had. The worked together at harvest time and when there was a lot of
work to do. The land belonged to all the members of the clan.

Clans were governed by rules. If a clan member was found guilty of an
offence against another clan, he or she would be fined by a council of elders.
Relatives would pay the fine if the person was unable to pay it.

Obedience and respect for elders was one of the rules the members of
a clan had to obey. Young men and women were not to engage in sexual
relations before marriage. They were to obey and follow all the traditional
customs.
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Fig. 15 Shilluk

Questions:
1. What is a clan made up of?

2. Why are clans important in tribal systems?

3. Do you belong to a clan? If so, what customs does it have?

4. What taboos does your clan keep?

5. What initiation ceremonies does your clan have?

Age-sets and Age-groups

In the traditional community there were age-sets and age groups. These were
groups of people of about the same age. Age defined a person's role and _
duties in the community. People worked and socialized according to age. The
boys usually looked after the animals while the girls fetched water and
firewood. In most communities in New Sudan, young
and married men formed the warrior class to defend

.the community.
Usually an age-set was made up of a number

of age groups coming from di'fferent parts of the
community. For age groups to become age-sets, the
young men had to go through an initiation ceremony.
This usually took place between the ages of 12 and
18.

In New Sudan the practice of age-sets was
found among the Lotuho community. The elders of
this community fixed the dates for initiation
ceremonies. Names, which were used in rotation,
were given for different age-sets. Members of an age- .
set were loyal and friendly to each other. They progressed together through the
age-grades. As time went on, they became junior warriors. This was usually
after the initiation ceremony. The next step was to become senior warriors
(monyemiji), then junior and senior elders.

The age-group and age-set system enabled youth from different
communities to enter into relationships outside their clan.

Questions:

1. What is age-set or age group?

2. Do you have age-sets or age groups in your community?
. !

3. What activities are members of your age group involved in?
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Taboos and Initiation Ceremonies

A taboo is a custom that forbids someone from doing something. For example,
many tribes of New Sudan forbid marriage or sexual relations between closely
related people. Among some communities, it's believed that people who break
a taboo can contract leprosy. In other communities, pregnant women aren't
allowed to eat certain foods. If they do, they believe that something bad will
happen to them. Many people are beginning to quit the practice of taboos.
They now believe in what science teaches.

Most communities in New Sudan have initiation ceremonies. The
ceremonies. mark the time when youth enter adulthood. The most common
method of initiation is circumcision. Another is the removing of some of the
lower teeth. Among the Dinka and Nuer communities, the giving of tribal marks
on the forehead is considered the initiation into adulthood for both boys and
girls.

Religion

Different communities had their traditional religions. All of them believed in a
God whom they said created all things. They worshipped God and prayed to
Him. They prayed to God and made offerings for many things such as rain and
good harvests. They didn't have special buildings where they worshipped God.

They also believed in the spirits of their dead relatives. On special
occasions they made offerings to their ancestors. Families built shrines where
they could remember their dead relatives. Today in New Sudan, many people
have become either Christians or Muslims but many traditional beliefs remain.

Questions:

1. How do people worship God among your people?

2. For what do your people pray?

3. How do they remember their dead relatives?

Modern Educational Systems

Today the customs of our ancestors are changing. A modern educational
system has been set up to teach children and young adults the skills needed
for a modern nation. In our educational system the head teacher is the director

_of the school. The head teacher discusses school planning with the staff. Each
staff member has certain jobs to do to help in running the school, for example,
staff members are responsible for games, library, school clubs and gardening.
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Pupils also have a role to play in the school. They can be appointed as
prefects or games captain to assist the teachers in the classrooms and outside
in the compound. This helps the pupils learn leadership.

Questions:

1. Why is a modern educational system important?

2. What are the main duties of each person in a school?

How Education is Administered

The County Education Officer oversees education for a county. Each payam
has an Education Council with education officers and supervisors. Head
teachers of primary schools take their problems to the education supervisors in
their payams before they are forwarded to the County Education Officers.

Questions:

1. Who is responsible for education in the county?

2. Who is your county or state education officer?

3. Who is your payam or district education officer?

Fig. 16 Pupils and Teacher
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The School Community

People often talk about what makes a good school. A good school community
is one where the head teacher, the staff and the pupils all feel that the school
belongs to them. The most important person in a school is the head teacher.
This is because he or she looks after the school.

A community is a group of people who are united by common purpose
and interest. A school is a community. The head teacher, teachers, workers and
the pupils form the school community. The school community should have the
right attitude towards the community. The teachers should learn about their
pupils' homes. Parents should learn.about the school and meet their children's
teachers and head teacher. They should serve on the school committee and
discuss matters that affect the school. They should always be ready to take part
in the running of the school.

Questions:

1. What is a community?

2. What is a school?

3. How can parents and teachers help improve a school?

Pastoral Communities in the New Sudan and Neighbouring Countries

The main pastoral communities live in the semi dry areas where there is little
agriculture. Pastoralists keep large herds of livestock: cattle, goats, sheep and
sometimes camels and donkeys. In New Sudan, Dinka, Nuer, Mundari and

. Toposa are pastoralists. In the neighbouring countries, Karamojang, Samburuu
and Masai are also pastoralists.
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Pastoralists rarely sell their cattle, but use them to pay dowry for
marriage. Bulls may be slaughtered during religious ceremonies and at other

I

festivals. T~e main food of the pastoralists is milk, blood and meat. They use
livestock skins to sleep on and for clothing. I

Questions:

1. Name three pastoral communities in your region.

2. What type of animals do they keep?

3. Why do they keep these animals?

4. Explain some other customs of pastoralist communities.

Marriage

One very important ceremony is marriage. All communities consider it to be the
foundation of family life. Marriage customs differ from community to community
but some things are common throughout New Sudan. When a young man and
woman agree to get married, the young man's father pays a bride price (dowry)
to the parents of the girl. This bride price may be money or cattle. When the
bride price is paid, the wedding day is arranged.

Weddings are very happy occasions. A lot of food and drinks are
prepared. Many relatives and friends are invited to attend the wedding. On this
day the two people are united as husband and wife, and their families are also
united.

Questions:

1. Why is marriage an important ceremony?
2. How is marriage conducted among your people?

Sports

Games are very important for making our bodies strong and healthy. Games _
-help us to relax and refresh our minds. Games also help us develop our
character, for example, we learn to co-operate with opposing teams when
playing sports. Games help us to develop leadership,qualities, to be tolerant of
others, and to accept defeat.

These days many games are played in villages and towns. People play
football, basketball, netball and rugby. In villages people like dancing and
wrestling, and tug-of-war. Young children like to play hide and seek and older

42



people play traditional games like
mungula.

People who participate in
games and sports have the chance to
meet people from different parts of the
country or the world. They exchange
ideas and establish good
relationships. Coming together
through sports should be enco-uraged
to bring about peace, national unity
and international co-operation.

Questions:

1. Why are games and sports

important? Fig. 17 Football in Africa

2. What games are played in your community?

Trade

Trading began when people needed things like pottery, baskets, tools and
weapons. One clan or family group wasn't able to make everything they
needed, so they traded things with other clans and family groups. Things were
made on a small scale. There were not yet large scale factories.

Traditional craftsmen traded (bartered) the things they made. Money
wasn't used in traditional times. Craftsmen traded within their community and
sometimes in local markets. Today things are made in big factories and sold in
large quantities. Money is used instead of the barter system.

Questions:

1. When did trading begin?

2. What kinds of things did people trade?

3. How did craftsmen sell the things they made?

4. How are things made today? How are they sold?

5. Give examples of things that are made to sell or trade in your community.
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••••••••

UNIT 6•.....•.
Resources and Economic Activities

Animal Husbandry

Animal husbandry refers to raising livestock. This includes all kinds of animals
that people keep including cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and camels. Many of the
ethnic groups in the New Sudan are either pastoralists, raising livestock as their
main activity, or semi-pastoralists, keeping livestock and also cultivating crops.

Cattle raising is very important to these ethnic groups because they
depend on their animals for many things. Cattle are used to acquire wives for
the sons of a family. They provide meat, milk, butter, skins and hides. They're
sold for money. They're slaughtered for sacrifice in times of trouble in the family
or community.

The number of cattle you have determines your status in the community.
The more cattle you have the richer and more respected you are. The people
with the most cattle are the most respected in the community.

In pastoralist areas donkeys are used for transportation. During the rainy
season, the pastoralists move away from the swampy areas to the higher land,
grazing their cattle in the open grasslands as the swamps become flooded.
During the dry season they move back to the river banks.

Cattle camps are organised by the young men. They graze the cattle in
the toich and practise games and sports. This is the time for fattening both
cattle and people. The youth eat a lot of meat and drink a lot of milk.
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Questions:

1. What type of livestock do people keep in your county?

2. What do you use the animals for?

3. Where do pastoralists take their cattle during the dry season?

4. What do the youth do in the cattle camps?

5. Describe the yearly activities of a pastoralist family.

Crop Farming

Crop farming is practised in many parts of New Sudan, but especially in the
Western, Eastern and Central Equatoria regions. This is because there is
adequate rainfall in that region.

New Sudan is an agricultural country. Around the areas of Yei, Kajokeji,
Maridi and Yambio counties agriculture provides enough food for the people.
Crops are grown by both small scale and large scale farmers. Food surpluses
are sold. The common crops are sorghum, groundnuts, sesame; beans, maize,
cassava and sweet potatoes. These are mainly food crops. Some people also
grow tobacco, tea, coffee and sugarcane as cash crops.

Activity:

1. What type of crops do you grow?
2. Do you grow them for food or money?
3. Why is the Equatorial region good for agriculture?

Irrigation

Irrigation is the diversion of water from a natural supply such as a river or lake
onto farm land to provide water to crops. This is done using canals, pipes and
buckets. Irrigation is usually practised in areas where the soil is suitable for
crops but there isn't enough rainfall.

. In the New Sudan,
irrigation is not widely
practised. One place it is
used is in Aweil where
flood irrigation is practised
for rice production.
Northern Sudan is dry, so
irrigation is practised more
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widely than in the south, especially in the Gezira region.
In the Blue Nile area, pumps are used for irrigating crops. The crops

include cotton, groundnuts and wheat. Along the White Nile in Upper Nile
Province, many farmers have small plots where they grow vegetables.

A sugar scheme was started at Melut in Uppe'r Nile. The scheme uses
irrigation for growing sugar cane. Renk, which is also in Upper Nile, has a very
large area where sorghum is grown. Much of the water used for growing the
sorghum comes from the White Nile and local farmers have pumps which they
use for irrigating their crops.

The farmers who live around Renk sell their sorghum to towns in
Northern Sudan like Malakal. The money they get enables them to have small
businesses. The main problems they face with pumps is that they sometimes
run out of fuel, and if the pumps break down they have to.order spare parts
from towns like Kosti, Wad Medani and Khartoum.

Questions:

1. Do you practise any form of irrigation in your county?

2. What types of crops do you irrigate?

3. Why isn't irrigation practised widely in Southern Sudan?

4. In what areas is irrigation practised?

Benefits of Growing Crops

Crops are very important in the lives of our people. Crops like sorghum, maize,
cassava and millet are grown for food. Other crops like groundnuts, sesame
and beans can be used at home and the surplus can be sold for cash in the
local market.

Cash crops like coffee, cotton and tea are also beneficial. They are
.grown mainly as cash crops to sell so that people can improve their living
conditions. Crops like coffee and cotton are grown in places like Maridi,
Yambio, and in Tambura Counties. Tea is grown in Upper Talanga. These crops
create employment for the local people in those areas.

Of course farmers a/so face problems with crops. The weather is a
constant worry for farmers, particularly whether there will be enough rainfall.
Too little rainfall causes low crop yields. Crops may also be attacked by
diseases and insects.

Questions:

1. What is the benefit of growing crops?

2. What are some problems farmers have?
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Food Crops and Subsistence Farming

Most farmers in New Sudan practise what is called subsistence farming.
Subsistence farmers grow food mainly for themselves and their families.

Subsistence households are found in Bahr el Ghazal and Equatoria Regions.
The main crops they grow are sorghum, maize, grpundnuts, simsim, millet,
cassava and beans.

These subsistence farmers don't have modern farm machines like
tractors for ploughing. They use local tools like hoes (moloda or toria), axes
and pangas. Ox-ploughs are being introduced and it is hoped these will
replace traditional tools.

Crops grown by farmers vary according to the area. In places like Yei,
Maridi and Yambio farmers grow a large variety of crops. In places with less
rainfall farmers do not grow many different crops. Where rains are good,
households may have surplus food which is sold.

Questions:

1. What is subsistence farming?

2. What crops do subsistence farmers grow?

3. What do farmers do with the surplus food that they grow?

4. What cash crops are grown in the Equatorial Region?

5. Where is cotton grown in New Sudan?

6. Which areas grow coffee?

Types of Industries in New Sudan

The word "industry" refers to the processing and manufacturing of raw
materials into useful items. For example, farmers in Yei County grow tobacco
leaves and sell them to the Haggar Company: The tobacco leaves are cured in
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kilns, then made into cigarettes. Tea leaves from Katire are also processed in
factories before they are packed and sold.

Questions:

1. What does the word "industry" mean?

2. Give examples of processing of raw materials in New Sudan.

Manufacturing ~ndustries

Manufacturing industries produce goods which are sold either to local people
or transported to other places to be sold. Some goods may be exported to
other countries. Industries take raw
materials and process them into
products. For example, in a shoe
factory leather is bought and used
to make shoes. In New Sudan,
soap, furniture, cooking oil and
cigarettes are some of the
industries that are producing
goods.

Small-scale industry refers to
a single person or family operating a small industry, for example a blacksmith
making spears, hoes and other tools, or a person making pottery. Small-scale
industry is common in towns in New Sudan.

Textile industries make cloth. Nzara in Western Equatoria and Mongalla
in Eastern Equatoria are the main places where some textile industries exist.
Cotton, the raw material of cloth, is bought from farmers who live in the area.

There is a soap-making factory in Nzara. Local palm and cotton-seed oil
provides the main raw materials. At Sakure in Western Equatoria a factory
produced brown sugar. Sugar cane was grown by the Equatoria Agricultural
Projects for this purpose.

Bicycle assembly is done in many places in New Sudan. Bicycles are
bought in pieces and assembled by shop
owners. In big towns, factories receive
vehicle bodies and other parts frorn abroad.
These are assembled to make vehicles.
Assembling of bicycles and vehicles saves
money and provides jobs for the local
people.
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Questions:

1. What do manufacturing industries use to make things?

2. What industries do we have in New Sudan?

3. What do you think are the main problems facing industrial development in

New Sudan?

Mining

A mine is a place where people dig deep holes and tunnels under the ground
to find diamonds, gold and other minerals. In New Sudan there is gold in
Kapoeta near the Kenyan border and around
Kurmuk on the Ethiopian border in the Blue Nile
region. There is uranium inthe Bahr el Ghazal
region and oil has been discovered near Bentiu
in the Upper Nile region. The mining in most of
these areas is done with machines, although in
some places people still use hand tools.

The minerals mined in New Sudan are
sold locally. Gold is sometimes sold secretly to
neighbouring countries. More of these minerals
will be mined and used when New Sudan has a good supply of energy.

Questions:

1. Which areas in New Sudan have minerals?

2. Why has Bentiu become an important area in New Sudan?

3. What is the use of the following minerals?

a) Gold

b) Diamonds

c) Uranium

d) Oil

Service Industries: Transport

Transport refers to the moving of goods and people from one place to another.
Travel on foot is the most common way of going from one place to another,
and people often carry goods as they walk.

Animals are also used for carrying things. In Kapoeta County, the Nuba
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Mountains and Southern Blue Nile, donkeys and camels are used for
transporting goods. People living along the River Nile use canoes for transport,
while aeroplanes are used to send things to remote areas.

Questions:

1. What do we mean by transport?

2. What's the most common form of transport?

3. Name the forms of transport used in New Sudan.

Modern means of Transport

Modern transport was introduced into New Sudan by, the British. They brought
cars, lorries, and steam boats. In 1963 a railway line reached Wau in Bahr el
Ghazal Region. This railway line connects Southern Sudan with Khartoum and
Port Sudan. Rail transport is good because it can transport large quantities of
goods on a single train. With the railway line, Southern Sudan can transport its
timber, coffee, and other goods to Northern Sudan and neighbouring countries
for marketing.

'~.

Questions:

1. What modern means of transport are used in New Sudan?

2. When was rail transport introduced to New Sudan?

3. Where does the rail line go in Sudan?

4. How does railway transport benefit Southern Sudan?
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Road Transport

Many towns and villages in New Sudan are connected to each other by road.
Most of the roads were built during the British administration. Roads enable
people to move from one place to another on buses, in cars, or on other
vehicles. Farmers can take their crops to
markets and sell them. Other means of
transport are bicycles, motorcycles, and
carts pulled by animals.

When we compare road
transport to rail transport, we can see
that roads have more advantages. In the
first place, it's cheaper to build roads
than railways. Secondly, vehicles take
less time to go from one place to
another. Roads are also better than "railway lines because vehicles can stop at
the exact place a person wants.

Road transport has many advantages, but the railway also has some
advantages. First, the train doesn't have accidents as often as lorries and cars.
Secondly, many of the roads in New Sudan aren't in good condition and have a
lot of dust and dangerous bridges.

Questions:

1. How are roads useful to the people of New Sudan?

2. What advantages do roads have over railways?

3. What advantages does the railway have over roads?

4. What other means of transport do people use in Sudan?

Water Transport

Steamers sail on the Nile, the Sobat and Bahr el Ghazal Rivers. They transport
both people and goods. Transport by river is cheap, but the steamers are slow.
They stop at Malakal, Juba, Wau, and smaller places where people want to
load and unload things. Terekeka and Shambe are important ports on the River
Nile. Meshr el Req on the Bahr el Ghazal River is also used as a port by
steamers.

In places where the road crosses a river, ferries are used to move
vehicles, goods, and people across the river if there is no bridge.
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Questions:

1. What advantage does river transport have over road and rail?

. 2. What are the disadvantages of river transport?

3. Describe one time that you traveled on a river.

Air Transport

Air transport is used throughout New Sudan. It is the fastest means of transport,
but also the most expensive. Aeroplanes cost a lot of money and need to be
maintained regularly for safety. An airport with equipment like radar and radios
needs to be built before aeroplanes can land.

Airline companies charge a lot of money for carrying goods but air
transport is useful for carrying passengers over long distances. It's good for
transporting goods that go bad qUickly such as fresh fruit, vegetable, meat and
eggs. People who need urgent medical treatment can be taken by aeroplane to
places where there are better hospitals. '

There are big airports in Juba, Wau, Malakal and Kadugli. There are
airstrips in most of the counties of New Sudan.

Questions:

1.Why is air transport useful?

2. What are some of the disadvantages of air

transport.

3. Where is the nearest airport or airstrip to

your town or village?

Modern Communications

Communications are the systems used for sending information. This can be
done by the following means:

a) Post Office services
b) radio and TV
c) newspapers and magazines
d) drum beats and trumpets
e) fax
f) e-mail
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Post Office Services

People send letters and parcels through the post
office which are carried to their destination by air,
land and sea. Before posting a letter, you need
to go to a post office to "buy a stamp. Letters are
a cheap and fairly quick way of sending mes
sages. These days messages can be sent more
quickly bye-mail and fax.

Questions:

1) What services does the post office provide?

2) Where is the nearest post office in your area?

3) How can you send a message quickly?

Telephones

The quickest way to send messages is by telephone because you speak
directly to the person. There are telephones in most of the big towns in New
Sudan. More modern are mobile phones and satellite phones. Communication
towers are needed in every area reached by cellphone.

Radio and Television (TV)

Today many homes have radios and televisions. Radio programmes are
broadcast throughout the day from radio stations. These stations are operated
either by the government or by private companies. Radio programs include
news, music, education, and discussion. TV is broadcast in the same way as
radio. Most governments have television stations and there are also private
stations.

Questions:

1) How are TV and radio useful to us?

2) What kind of radio or TV programmes do you like?

Newspapers and Magazines

In many countries newspapers are published daily and weekly and are written
in both English and local languages. Newspapers report local and world news.
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Questions:

1. What's the difference between a newspaper and a magazine?

2. What kind of information do they have?

Banks and Banking

A bank is a place where money may be kept safely. Banks keep cash in
fireproof safes. Money kept in a bank is insured against robbery. Banks are
good places to keep money.

Banks also give loans to their
customers. Generally, banks receive
money from people who do not need it
at the moment and lend it to those who
need to borrow some, for example, to
build a house. To give you the loan, the
bank uses the money that people have
deposited. Before lending you money
the bank will check your background
carefully to be sure you will pay back
the loan.

Questions:

1. What is a bank?

2. What services do banks offer people?

/

~.' /

The Transport Network in New Sudan

Road transport plays a big role in New Sudan. There are roads that connect all
the important towns, although some of them can be used only in the dry
season. The following are some of these roads:
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Juba - Nimule
Juba- Torit
Juba - Bor
Juba - Yei - Maridi - Yambio - Tambura
Juba - Rokon - Mundri - Maridi
Yirol- Rumbek - Tonj
Kadugli - Pariang - Bentiu - Koch - Leer
Akobo - Waat- Ayod

Road Safety

There are many roads in our country but we have to learn to use them safely.
There are many motor vehicles that use these roads, and travel can be dan
gerous if drivers don't understand and follow simple road signs.

Do you use a bicycle for transport? A bicycle is a useful means of
transport. When buying one, you should choose the right size. Your legs must
reach the pedals comfortably. After buying a bicycle, you should learn to ride it
safely. Practice riding it in a quiet place. If you try to ride it on a busy road you
may have an accident. Bicycles must have good brakes and tyres so check
them before you use it.

Road Signs

Before driving a vehicle or riding a bicycle on a public road where there is a lot
of traffic, it's important to know the common signs used on our roads.

This means stop. This means a sharp corner. This means there is a school ahead.

This means roadwork ahead. This means animals crossing.
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Common Causes of Road Accidents

Road accidents occur nearly every day and people are injured or killed. We
must try to avoid having road accidents. Let's look at some reasons why
accidents occur.

Sometimes careless people walking on the road step out in front of a
moving vehicle which hits them. Sometimes motor vehicles aren't in good
condition, for example, the tyres are old, the brakes are poor, and the steering
doesn't work well. Vehicles with mechanical problems can cause accidents.

Other problems are with the' drivers. Some people drive too fast,
ignoring speed limits and causing accidents. Drivers sometimes overtake each
.other in dangerous places like curves and hills. Other people drive when
t~ley're drunk. This is a common cause of accidents.

Road accidents can be prevented if drivers obey traffic laws. Vehicles
should be checked properly before they are allowed on the road. People
walking along the road should always know where to cross. Drivers shouldn't
ignore speed limits and road signs showing curves, bridges and animal
crossings should be posted clearly to help drivers avoid accidents.

Questions:

1. What things should we consider when buying a bicycle?

2. What's a good way to learn to ride a bicycle?

3. What are the common causes of road accidents?

4. How can road accidents be prevented?

5. Describe a road accident that you have seen.

Bee Keeping

Bees are insects that live in hives~ They produce honey from nectar that they
collect from flowers. Bee keepers raise bees and take the honey to eat or sell.
They place hives on trees where swarms of bees come to live. After the honey
is made it is collected. Following are some of the uses of honey:

a) Honey is used to make porridge, bread, and cakes.
b) Honey is eaten on bread.
c) Honey is used as medicine for people who are thin and weak.

Bee keeping is a popular economic activity for the people of New Sudan.
It's done mostly in Western and Central Equatorial regions in places like Maridi,
Yambio, Yei and Kajokeji. Some people have traditional ways of bee keeping.
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These days Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in places like Maridi train
people in bee keeping and honey production for local consumption and for
sale to neig~lbouring countries like Uganda., Bees can be raised in the following
ways:

a) In pots placed in the tops of trees
b) In tree hallows and caves.
c) In wooden boxes placed on tree tops.

Questions:

1. What is bee keeping?

2. Why do people keep bees?

3. What do people use honey for?

4. Describe what you know about bee keeping.

Fishing in New Sudan and Neighbouring Countries

Fish is a valuable source of protein. Most people in the New Sudan who live
along the Nile and other rivers are fishermen. The people of New Sudan catch'
fish in rivers and lakes, and in some areas people dig fish ponds and raise fish.

The kinds of fish found in rivers include tilapia, mudfish, and Nile perch.
Following are different methods for catching fish:

a) traps and hooks
b) nets
c) spears (used mostly by Dinka, Nuer and Shilluk)

Places where fish can be caught are called fishing grounds. A fishery is a
place in the sea where fish are caught for commercial purposes. Fishing
grounds are either marine (in the ocean) or inland (in rivers, lakeS, and ponds).
Fishing in New Sudan is done in rivers and lakes and it is an inland type of
fishing.
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Countries like Kenya have both inland fisheries and marine fisheries. Fish
caught in inland fisheries in Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia and Congo are tilapia,
catfish, Nile perch, mud fish, etc. Most of the fishing in East Africa is done in the

. large lakes like Lake Victoria, Lake Turkana, and Lake Naivasha in Kenya, Lake
Victoria and the River Nile in Uganda, Lake Tana and the Blue Nile River in
Ethiopia, and the River Bangui in the Central African Republic.

Questions:

1. Compare marine and inland fisheries

2. List the places where fisheries are located in neighbouring countries.

3. Where do people catch fish in your area?

Preservation and Conservation

Fish is a perishable food that can go bad quickly if not preserved properly.
There are five methods of preserving fish

a) drying
b) salting
c) smoking
d) canning
e) refrigeration

Fish preservation in developed countries includes canning and
refrigeration. Electricity is needed for preservation of fish in these ways.

Conserving fish refers to keeping some fish stocks so that they all aren't
caught and eaten. There are several methods of conserving fish. One is by
keeping fish in fish ponds and leaving the smaller fish to grow. In fisheries the
best method is not to catch all the fish in large nets. Problems associated with
fishing include:
a) Lack of good equipment for fishing in the New Sudan
b) Fishermen are not licensed to market their fish to neighbouring countrjes
c) Fishermen have no freezers for preservation of fish they have caught.

Questions:

1. What types of fish are found in your county?

2. Give methods used for catching fish.

3. Name the methods used for preserving fish.
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Pastoralism

In New Sudan large areas are used for grazing. The Dinka, Nuer and Shilluk
keep large herds of cattle in Bahr el Ghazal, Jonglei and Upper Nile regions.
During the dry season they settle with their cattle along. the banks of the
numerous streams that flow northwards towards the Sudd, and larger rivers like
the Bahr el Ghazal and the Sobat rivers. They live in temporary cattle camps
and do a lot of hunting and fishing. When the rainy season comes, they move
their cattle to higher ground away from the flood plains (toich). They build
permanent villages in the higher areas and along the roads where they cultivate
sorghum, groundnuts, sesame, maize and millet.

It is usually the young people who tend the cattle and stay with them
most of the year. Milk, meat and hides are important to these people. They sell
their animals in the town markets and use the money to bUy grain, salt and
clothing.

Many other ethnic groups in New Sudan depend partly or completely on
livestock. Among them are the Bari, the Lotuho, the Toposa, the Anuak, the
Mundari, the Nuba and the Acholi.

Problems faced by pastoralists

The pastoralists have many problems. If there is a drought (lack of water) a lot
of animals die. Insect pests and diseases are also a danger to animals. There
are often no medicines for treating sick animals. Tribal conflicts over grazing
lands force some pastoralists to go to areas where grazing is poor. In addition
to all these problems, there is a lack of education to teach people the best
methods of raising healthy and profitable animals.

Questions:

1. Which tribes in New Sudan keep cattle?

2. What are some of the problems that cattle owners face in New Sudan?

3. How do you think these problems can be solved?
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Political Systems

History of the Ancient Kingdoms

In ancient times the people who occupied the Nile valley were know'n as
Nubians. From around 6000 BC, the Nile valley was the centre of many ecC?
nomic, cultural and political activities. The Nubians had contact with the people
of the Mediterranean Sea including the Greeks and Romans, and this helped
them to develop a high-level civilisation. They fought wars, particularly with the
Assyrians, for control of the Nile valley.

The Ancient Kingdom of Kush

The ancient kingdom of Kush was situated along the River Nile in what is now
Northeastern Sudan. The Nubians established a
great empire along the Nile all the way from the
Delta region to the cataracts north of present-day
Khartoum. In around 2000 BC the Nubians, who
were known as the Kushites, founded a Kingdom
called Kush.

Kush was a trading centre. It exported
slaves and goods such as cattle, gold and ivory.
The Egyptians conquered Kush in around 1500
B.C and the Kushites adopted Egyptian culture.
Many years later the kingdom again became
strong and threw off Egyptian rule.

After 750 BC the kings of Kush were
strong enough to gain control of Egypt.
Upper Egypt was conquered by Kashta,
who died in 751 BC. His son Plankhi (751
761 BC) completed the conquest and
several of their descendents ruled Egypt

'--'---------------' under the 25th dynasty.
Fig. 18 An ancient Kushite temple ~ Around 100 years later the Kushite

pharaohs were defeated by the Assyrians and forced to leave Egypt, although
the kingdom of Kush continued to control much of Sudan. In around 35 BC,
Napata, the capital of Kush was destroyed by the Egyptians and the Kushites
moved their capital to Meroe.
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Kush was an important centre for the exchange of ideas among people
from the Mediterranean area to the north and African civilisations to the south,
and the people of Kush learned new ideas about agriculture, art, politics,
religion and the use of metals.

Questions:

1. Where was the kingdom of Kush located?

2. What did Kush export?

3. When did Kush adopt Egyptian culture?

4. When did Kush take control of upper Egypt?

5. What army destroyed Napata?

6. What city became the new capital?

The Kingdom of Meroe

After the defeat by the Egyptians, Kush moved its capital to Meroe. The
kingdom of Meroe was situated in a fertile place along the Nile. The people of
Meroe were good farmers. They irrigated their crops through a highly
developed irrigation system with water from the Nile. Because of this the area
supported a higher population than it does today.

Iron ore was smelted in large quantities in Meroe and this brought riches
to the kings. The people of Meroe also made beautiful pottery. Egypt and
Meroe continued to trade. Meroe also traded along the Red Sea and with the
people of Central Africa, the Near East, India and China. .

The Greeks called the region Ethiopia, meaning "the land of the burnt
faces". Not much is known about the history of Meroe, but we can read about
one of the queens of Meroe in the Bible in Acts 8: 27-28. The kingdom of Meroe
extended south to the area of present-day Khartoum. They continued folloWing
Egyptian customs, worshiping Egyptian gods and building pyramids to bury
....-__---::- ----, their leaders. There are ruins of

temples, palaces, and baths at
present-day Meroe.

About 350 AD Meroe was
captured and destroyed by the
Axum state in Abyssinia
(modern-day Ethiopia). This
brought to an end the rule of the

Fig. 19 Trading ships King of Meroe.
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Questions:

1. What does the word "Ethiopia" mean?

2. Where can we read about one of the queens of Meroe?

3. Why was there a high population density in Meroe?

4. Describe the economic activities of Meroe.

5. How did the kingdom of Meroe end?

Fig. 20 Pyramids of Kush

Fig. 21 Ruins at Meroe
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The Nubian Kingdoms of Nobatia, Makura and Alwa

At around the same time as the collapse of the kingdom of Meroe three smaller
kingdoms were established in North Sudan. Nobatia (or Nubia) was the most
Northern, on the borders of Egypt. Its capital was at Faras. Makura (or
Maqurra) was the middle kingdom. It was located at the second cataract at the
big bend in the Nile where the modern town of Atbara stands. Its capital was
Old Dongola, about 70 miles South of the present town of Dongola. Alwa (or
Alodia) was the southern most kingdom. It stretched south from Atbera River
and included large parts of the Blue and While Niles. Its capital was at Soba,
not far from present-day Khartoum.

Dongola was an important town on the caravan routes leading south.
People who study the remains of ancient cities have found that the people of
Soba lived in houses made of burnt brick and had glass imported from Europe.
The kings of those kingdom were powerful and wealthy.

. The people living along the Nile in these kingdoms had permanent
houses and cultivated palm trees, sorghum, bananas and wheat. They fished in
the river and were able to hunt wild animals for meat because there was more
rain at that time than there is today. The people of those kingdoms also traded
in ostrich feathers and eggs, ivory, ebony wood, leopard skins and giraffes.
Most of the trade was with Egypt.

The Nubians were good farmers and they used irrigation for their fields
and beautiful gardens. Some of the houses in Dongola had pipes carrying hot
water to bathrooms. Some Nubians lived in the desert as nomads raising cattle,
camels, sheep and goats.

The Nubians became Christians

The Nubians had a great liking for learning. They set up libraries and schools.
By AD 200 Egypt was already Christian and the Nubians began to be
converted to Christianity. The traditional story is that a missionary was sent to
Nubia by the Byzantine Empress Theodora in 540 to preach the gospel. The
Nubian kings accepted Christianity as practised in Egypt with the Coptic
patriarch in Alexandria having authority over the church.

Christianity opened contact with the Mediterranean region again. The
church encouraged literacy and a writing system was developed for the Nubian
language. Greek was also spoken and later the Arabic language started being
used for trade. The Nubian Christian kingdoms survived many years and
reached their peak in around 900 AD.
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Questions:

1. What are the names of the three Christian kingdoms of Nubia?

.2. What's the traditional story of their conversion to Christianity?

3. Where was the headquarters of. the Christian chu~ch for Nubia?

4. What languages were used in Nubia?

The Coming of Islam in Northern Sudan

After the death of prophet Mohamed in 632 AD, Arab armies rapidly spread
through the Middle East converting people to Islam. Egypt was conquered by
Anru Bin al As in 642 AD. This changed the situation of the Nubian church
because communication with the rest of Christian world became difficult. The
Arabs sent military expeditions in 643 and 652 AD to conquer the Nubian
kingdoms· but the Nubians pushed them back. After the second attack, an
agreement was made called the Bagt which established peaceful relations
between the two countries. The agreement lasted for 600 years. It was partially
a trade agreement as the Arabs were to supply grain to the Nubians while the
Nubians provided slaves to the Arabs. Other goods traded were horses and
manufactured goods from the Arabs to the Nubians, and ivory, gold, gems, and
cattle from the Nubians to the Arabs. Arab traders moved into Nubia, and Arabs
became more influential.

In 1172 the Falimid rulers in Egypt, who had upheld the Bagt agreement
were overthrown by the warrior Salah al Din (Saladin). This was followed by a
period in which wars were fought and the Muslims moved further south into
Nuba.The Nubians were forced to move further south and in 1504 Sennar in
the southern kingdom of Alwa became the capital of the new Funj kingdom.
Sennar was located south of the present-day city of Wad Medani. In 1517 the
Turks conquered Egypt and the country became part of the Ottoman Empire.
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Questions

1. When was Egypt conquered by Arabs?

2. How did this affect the Christians of Nubia?

3. What things were traded between Nubia and Egypt?

4. When did the Turks invade Egypt?

5. What empire did Egypt become a part of? .

The Arab Infiltration Into the Sudan

Arabs had traded with Nubia before Islam. They had traded with the kings of
Nubia and married their daughters. Islam brought new changes. There were
preachers who preached in market places. Muslim Scholars were employed by
the Nubian rulers. They set up Islamic Schools and converted Nubians to the
new religion of Islam.

Slowly the Arab sons born of Nubian daughters become kings. In 1315
a Muslim prince of Nubian royal blood became king of Dongola. The Muslim
kings had a great influence over Nubia and converted many of their subjects
into Islam. As Islam became more powerful Christianity declined. By 1500 the
majority of people in the Nubian areas were Muslim.

There were attacks on Nubia by the Ottomans in Egypt, but they weren't
able to conquer the area. They controlled ports on the Red Sea and traded with
the Nubian interior through military kashif (leaders) who controlled individual
areas. This continued for 300 years.

Questions:

1. Where and when did a Muslim prince became the first Muslim king of
Nubia?

2. By what year was the majority of people Muslim?

The Funj Kingdom

The Funj Kingdom was established at Sennar in the area of the old southern
Nubian kingdom. This kingdom grew and developed into the Funj Empire. It
reached its height of power in around 1650. The Funj Empire was a strong
power along with the Arabs in the north, the Abyssinians in the east, and the
non-Muslim blacks in the south. The economy depended on the slave trade
between the south and north along with farming and herding. Funj controlled
an area far into the southern rainforests.
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At the peak of its power in around 1650 the Funj army defeated the
Shilluk people who attacked up the White Nile. In around 1750 the Funj turned
back an Abyssinian invasion and took control of the; Kurdufan.

The Funj Empire declined because of civil war and conflicts among the
rulers. It fell in 1821 when the Egyptian Pasha under the Ottomans attacked the
region.

The origin of the Funj people is uncertain. They may have descended
from the Shilluk of Upper Nile region. The kingdom was ruled by a sultan and
was divided into provinces according to tribal group. Provinces were ruled by
sheikhs whose sons were sent to the sultan's court for political education.

Questions:

1.What are the dates of the Funj Kingdom?

2.Where was the Funj Kingdom?

3.What armies did the Funj army turn back?

4. What area did the kingdom control?

5. Why did the Funj Kingdom decline?

Ancient Kingdo'ms of East Africa

Now we'll turn our attention to the non-Muslim people living in East and Central
Africa. In these areas civilisations arose and ethnic groups developed who
migrated into southern Sudan and established kingdoms and chiefdoms there.

The people of East Africa lived under two different political systems. One
group lived in kingdoms under kings, and the other group lived in communities
with clan leaders and paramount chiefs. The kingdoms in East Africa included
Bunyoro Kitara, Buganda, and Wanga in western Kenya. These kingdoms had
one ruler with a title, such as Kabaka in Buganda and Omukama in Bunyoro.

The king controlled all the land. He
appointed chiefs and army commanders.
The king had symbols of his rule including
crowns, drums, spears, stools, animal skins
and walking sticks. The king was also
responsible for defence, peace and justice.
He received tributes (taxes) from chiefs,
warriors and army leaders in the form of
goats, cattle and grain. Chiefs acted as the
king's advisors.

Fig. 23 Kabaka's Palace
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The Bunyoro-Kitara Kingdom

In the great lakes region of East and Centra.1 Africa, many kingdoms sprang up
and later declined. The kingdom of Bunyoro-Kitara was founded by the
Bachwezi who believed they were ruling from heaven. The Bachwezi lost their
power in the sixteenth century (1500's) to the Bunyoro Kingdom.

The Bunyoro Kingdom was ruled by the Babito dynasty which is
believed to be of Luo origin. When Omukama Kabalega became king in 1870
he was determined to make Bunyoro great once again by taking back the
provinces lost to Buganda, Ankale and the whole of the Toro Kingdom which
had broken away in 1830. He set up an army, equipped it with arms from Arab
traders from the north, and attacked those areas. The Babito dynasty pros
pered up to 1894 when it was finally conquered by the British.

Political Organisation

Like Buganda and other kingdoms, Bunyoro-Kitara was a centralised kingdom.
Below the king, who was the head of government, were provincial chiefs who
governed various regions in the kingdom. Under the provincial chiefs were the·
junior chiefs who were accountable to the governors and even to the king him
self (the Omukama). The chiefs were responsible for the collection of taxes and
maintenance of law and order. The king in Bunyoro could only come from the
Babitoclan.

Socio-economic Organisation

Pastoralism and agriculture were the most important sources of livelihood.
Cattle keeping was done by the Abatima and the Babito. Cultivation was done
by the Bairu.

The main economic activity was trade. They exchanged salt and iron
products likes hoes with the Iteso, Basoga, Buganda , Kamau, Langi, the
Achholi, Aluru. and other ethnic groups. Items bought from neighbours were
food and clothing from Buganda and cattle from Ankale. Other items were ivory,
guns, animal horns, and hides.

Questions:

1. Where was the kingdom of Bunyoro-Kitara located?

2. Who founded the kingdom?

3. Who was the most successful king?

4. When did he come to power and what were his main aims?
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5. Describe the political organisation of the kingdom.

6. What was their main economic activity?

The Darfur Kingdom

The vast area between the Nile and Modern Chad is occupied by the Fur clans.
Most of the people are nomads but there were settlements in central Darfur
around Jebel Merra. Darfur was ruled by three different groups: Daju, Tunjur
and Keira. The Daju had their main centre in southern and eastern Jebel Marra,
the Tunjur had theirs north of the same area and the Keira expanded outwards
from the mountains. Many tribes in Darfur are descended from the Daju and
people speak languages similar to Daju in Kordofan and Chad..

The Tunjur people are today found in Northern Nigeria and Darfur. They
speak either Arabic or the Nigerian language of Kauri. It seems they migrated
from the east 400 years ago and took over the kingdom. They are remembered
for their good manners and the way in which they welcomed visitors. Tunjur .
lasted for only one hundred years because of internal rivalry. The kingdom was
overthrown by Muslim people known as the Keira. Their chief Suleiman Solong
(1596-1637) became Darfur's first sultan of the Keira Kingdom, an area about
the same as the present Darfur. He made Islam the official religion, and during
the reign of Ahmad Bakr (1682-1722) many mosques were built and many
people converted to Islam. The capital was establised at AI Fashir. Darfur
fought with Funj for control of Kurdufan.

.The sultans of Darfur had a monopoly on the slave trade. They collected
taxes on all slaves sent to Egypt and took a share of the slaves for themselves.
Later some slaves were able to move into powerful positions in government
which caused conflict with the old elite for the next century.

Ottoman Rule: The Turkiyah

The Ottoman Turks took over Egypt in 1517 and from that time attacked Sudan
to gain control of trade routes and the Nile River. By the 1820's Northern Sudan
was controlled and administered by the Turks through Egypt. This period is
called the Turkiyah or Turkish regime. Khartoum became the governor's seat in
1835. At the local level sheikhs and tribal leaders had administrative power.

The government encouraged the building of mosques and religious
schools in Northern Sudan. Teachers and jUdges were trained in Cairo. The
slave trade continued as the most important econornic activity. The Ottoman
Empire became weaker and Egypt became stronger. Egypt took control of
Bahr EI Ghazal, Upper Nile, and Equatoria. In 1874 Egypt conquered Darfur.
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Fig. 24 Ottoman Soldiers

Southern Sudan

The Southern Sudanese tribal groups were not Muslim. They had an oral
tradition of history, so little of their history was written down before 1800. The
South had well-developed African societies, but to the northern Sudanese the
South was mainly a source of slaves and other goods like ivory and gold.

According to oral tradition, the Nilotic people (the Dinka, Nuer, Shilluk,
and others) entered southern Sudan around 900 AD. These people continued
migrating, mostly from the area of Bahr el Ghazal, from 1400 to 1800 AD which
brought them to their present locations.

The Azande people entered south Sudan in the 1500's and established
the region's largest state. They were ruled by the Avukaya clan. The authority of
the Avukaya lasted until the British arrived in 1869.

The northern Muslims didn't advance into the south because of geo
graphic barriers, especially the swamps of the Sudd. This allowed the southern
tribal groups to keep their political and religious institutions. However the slave
trade brought Sudanese Arabs into contact with the southerners which resulted
in a deep hatred for the northerners.
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Questions:

1. What three countries controlled northern Sudan?

2. Describe the history of the Nilotic peopl~, the Azande, and the Avukaya
people in southern Sudan.

3. Why didn't the Muslims advance into the south?

4. What caused hatred by the southerners for the northerners?

The Role of the British

The British had built the Suez Canal so that ships could move more quickly
from Europe to India and the Far East. The canal opened in 1869 and England
became more interested in Egyptian affairs to protect the canal. The f;gyptian
government at that time had many.debts with Europeans, and this gave the
British a reason to take over management of Egypt's affairs. As a result the
British .appointed governors in some areas of Sudan.

o One of the goals of the British was to stop the slave trade which had
become very unpopular in Europe and America. In 1869 Sir Samuel Baker, an
Englishman, became governor of Equatoria Province with orders to stop the
slave trade. In 1874 Charles Gordon, a British officer, took over from Baker and
became Sudan's governor-general in 1877. Gordon worked to stop the slave
trade. He weakened it but was unable to stop it completely because some
slave traders were able to remain strong.

Fig. 25 A shorter route through
the Suez Canal
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Zubeir and the Slave Trade .

The slave trader AI-Zubeir Rahaman arrived in Bahr el Ghazal in 1856 and took
control of trade in the region. At that time Western Sudan was used as a route
for slave caravans because the British had stopped the slave trade up the Nile
River. Zubeir attacked and took over Darfur in 1874 when a sultan refused to
allow a slave caravan to pass through the region. Zubeir made agreements with
chiefs of southern Darfur to allow caravans to pass and defeated the last Keira
sultan in Darfur. Egypt sent an army to attack Zubeir but it was defeated, and
Zubeir was appointed governor of the region by the Egyptians. Zubeir was the
most poweiiul person in the region, but Gordon was able to stop his slave
trading. Gordon disbanded Zubeir's army and sent him to Cairo. Zubeir
became so famous in Sudan that in independence in 1956 a street in the
National Capital was named after him. This happened despite the offence it
gave Southern Sudanese people because of Zubeir's control of the slave trade.

After Gordon left Sudan the new British governors didn't enforce the
laws against slavery as strongly. Sudan became troubled as the slave trade
resumed and the government was unable to control unemployed soldiers and
tax collectors. This atmosphere of unrest allowed the Mahdi to come into power
with his promise of expelling the Turks, Egyptians, and British.

Questions:
1. Why was England interested in controlling Egypt?

2. When did an Englishman become governor of southern Sudan?

3. What did Charles Gordon do to stop the slave trade? ( .
\

4. Who was Zubeir? What areas did he control and how was he stopped?

5. Why wasn't Zubeir a hero in the South as he was in the North?

6. What conditions helped the Mahdi corne into power?

Sudanese Nationalism

Sudan became an independent country in 1956. How did this happen? Sudan
gained its independence from Britain and Egypt on January 1, 1956. Egypt,
Libya and Sudan were the first countries to become independent in modern
Africa. Ethiopia and Liberia are the only countries in Africa that were not
colonized.

We will be looking at the stages through which Sudan passed before it
became an independent country. The uprising of the Mahdi in 1881 was the
beginning of Sudanese rebellion against foreign rule. However this was
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followed by the famous battle of Omdurman in September 01898 where the
British, with the help of the Egyptians, defeated the Mahdi and declared their
total rule over Sudan.

Mahdi

Mahdi was a Sudanese Muslim religious leader who led a successful revolt
against foreign rule in Sudan. He was born on

0
12 August 1844 in Dongola and

ohis real name was Muhammed Ahmad.
EI Mahdi had his education in a'n Islamic school.

He spoke against the corrupt Turko-Egyptian
government and promised to return the country to
Muslim purity. He believed that he was sent by God and
began to gather followers from different backgrounds
and tribes. They were very loyal to him and he preached
about the need for a holy war Oihad) against the Turkish
Egyptian rule in Sudan.

In August 1881 he proclaimed himself the Mahdi, Fig. 27 The Mahdi

that is, a person sent by God. On the island of Aba, south
of Khartoum, he organised his followers into prayer groups and later into an
army that fought for him. From there he took his followers to Kordufan where
he ogathered more followers and built up his army.

Mahdideclared a holy war, and rallied anti-Egyptian and anti-British
groups to his side. One group of his followers with a large army, the Ansar,
defeated an Egyptian force at AI Ubayyid and continued to Sheikan where their
army of 30,000 again defeated an Egyptian force. They moved on and
captured Darfur.

The advance of the Mahdi and his threat to
Khartoum caused the British to withdraw from Sudan.
Charles Gordan was reappointed governor-general and
returned to Khartoum to supervise the evacuation of
Egyptian troops and officials and all other foreigners from
Sudan. Instead, Gordon decided to save Sudan from the
Mahdi and rallied British support behind him.

oThe British government sent a relief force which
was defeated by the Mahdi's forces. On 20th January fig. 28 Charles GQrdon

1885, Khartoum fell to the Mahdists and Gordon was
killed. This gave the Mahdi and his followers the courage to take the war
northwards towards Egypt and into Southern Sudan. The British and Egyptians
retreated to Suakin on the Red Sea and Wadi Haifa on the northern border.
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The Mahdist Regime imposed strict Islamic law and demanded that all
people be loyal to them. The Madhi died of typhus only six months after his
victory. The government was taken over by Khalifa Abdallahi. The Mahadists
with the support of the Ansar army invaded Ethiopia and went as far as Gondar.
They then attempted to invade Egypt but were defeated by the British and
Egyptians. They also invaded Equatoria but were defeated by the Belgians who

.were then controlling the Congo. In 1893 they were forced out of Ethiopia by
the Italians.

Questions:

1. Who was the Mahdi? Where was he born?

2. How did Mahdi gain followers?

3. Where did he travel to gain more followers?

4. Which areas did his armies take control of?

5. Why did Charles Gordon return to Sudan?

6. Describe the takeover of Khartoum by the Mahdi and his followers.

7. What kind of government did they set up in Sudan?

8. Name the areas that the Mahdists invaded.

9. Who defeated the Mahdist Army in Egypt, Equatoria, and Ethiopia?

Defeat of the Mahdists

In the 1890's the British, French, and Belgians were competing to gain control
of African territories. Britain feared that the other countries would take control of
Sudanese territory so they moved to take over control from the Mahdist
government.

With the help of the Egyptians the British invaded Sudan in 1898 with an
army of 26,000 including 9,000 British. The army included six batallions from
southern Sudan. The British-Egyptian army moved south, building a railway for
supply. The main battle of the war was outside Omdurman where 52,000
Mahdist soldiers fought the British-Egyptian forces. Because of the superior
firepower of the Britis~IJ 11,000 Mahdists died while only 48 of the British and
Egyptian soldiers died. The British had won the war but it took years to control
the entire country. War continued in Darfur unit! it was finally subjugated by
General Wingate in 1916.
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Questions:

1. Why did the British decide to take over Sudan?

2. Where was the main battle?

3. How many soldiers died from each side?

4. Why did so many Mahdist soldiers die?

The Anglo-Egyptian Condominium

The period of British-Egyptian administration of the Sudan is known as the
"Anglo-Egyptian Condominium Ru/e". The two countries administered the
country together. Sudan was a colony of Britain, and during t~lis period the
country was known as Anglo-Egyptian Sudan.

During the colonial period Southern Sudanese didn't have much contact
with Northern Sudanese, and Northerners weren't al.lowed to come to the
South. Southern Sudan was isolated from the North and was called the Closed
Districts. However, some Northerners of Arab origin (Jalabas) reached the
south as traders, living mainly in market centres. I

There were many Christian Missionaries living in the South. The
missionaries educated Southerners and helped build the education and
medical systems. Because of this, a majority of Southerners became Christians.
Before 1955 the Southerners knew little about Arabs because the Arab's
activities were mainly centred in towns like Juba, Malakal and Wau. As a result
suspicion developed between southerners and northerners.

Questions:

1.Who ruled the Sudan before 1955?

2. Why was southern Sudan known as Closed Districts during colonial rule?

3. Why were Arabs living in the South?

4. Why did most southern Sudanese know very littleabout Arabs before
independence?

5. Who developed the education and medical systems in the South?

The Beginnings of Political Organisation

During the 1940's and early 1950's the Sudanese self-government movement
grew along with independence movements in other colonies of Britain and
France. In 1953 Britain and Egypt agreed on steps that would lead to self
government for Sudan. According to this agreement, there was to be a period
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of three years before Sudan could become independent. In 1955 the Sudanese
parliament voted for self-government, and Sudan officially became an
independent nation on January 1st, 1956.

Civil War

The government of Sudan faced many problems after independence. The
Southern Sudanese people had not taken part in the self-rule discussion
because they feared that Northern leaders wouldn't accept sharing power
equally with them. Very few Southerners were educated at that time.
Southerners also objected to the use of Arabic as the national language. When
the army garrison in Torit mutinied in 1955, many Southern Sudanese left the
country and lived in exile.

In 1958, General Ibrahim Abboud led a military takeover of the
government and became president of Sudan. He abolished all political parties
and put many politicians in prison. A Southern armed rebel movement known
as the Anyanya was formed. The Anyanya fought against the government and
controlled much of the rural areas of Southern Sudan. In 1964, teachers,
students, lawyers and trade unionists held a general strike against President
Abboud. They demonstrated in the streets of Khartoum and forced the army to
return the government to civilian control, but the new government was still
unable to solve the problems of Southern Sudan.

In 1969, Colonel Gaafar Nimeiri seized control of the government. He
outlawed all political parties and arrested most of the leading politicians. He
began discussions with the Anyanya. This led to the signing of the Addis
Ababa agreement on 3rd March 1972. The agreement ended the Southern
conflict for a time. The three southern provinces of Bahr el Ghazal, Equatoria
and Upper Nile were grouped together into one self-governing southern region.
It had a Regional Assembly with a High Executive Council. The Anyanya forces
were absorbed into the national army. Their leader Joseph Lagu was promoted
to the rank of Major General in the Sudanese army. Abel Alier was appointed as
the first president of the High Executive Council.

Questions:

1. What problems did the first independent government of Sudan face?

2. What were the issues that caused problems between the North and the
South?

3. What did the Addis Ababa agreement do for Southern Sudan?
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Sharia Law: War and Peace

In the early 19801s, Nimeiri re-divided the South into three separate regions and
introduced Islamic or Sharia Law to all of Sudan. This was opposed by the
people of the South. An armed liberation movement known as the Sudan
People1s Liberation Army under Colonel John Garang was formed. The aim
was to form their own government so they wouldn't be under control of the
North, and so they would have an equal voice in controlling the development
of their region. They also wanted secular law rather than Sharia Law. (Secular
law is not based on the practices of a religion.)

The armed struggle continued until the Peace Agreement was signed in
2005. Thousands of people lost their lives in the war, which was the lon'gest in
modern African history. There is now hope that peaceful development of both
South and North Sudan will be possible.

Questions:

1. When did peace come to Sudan?

2. What are your thoughts on the future of South and North Sudan?

Fig. 29 Signing of the Peace Agreement 9th January, 2005
I to r: Osman Taha, Mwai Kibaki and John Garang
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••••••••
UNIT 8•.....•.

Regional and International
Cooperation

No country can satisfy all its needs on its own. Countries must work together to
share the resources they have. This is called cooperation, that is, people
helping each other. The important regional cooperatives which have been
established in the Horn of Africa include:
a) East African Cooperation (EAC)
b) Southern Africa Development Cooperation (SADC)
c) Preferential Trade Area (PTA)
d) Intergovernmental Authority for Development (IGAD)

East African Cooperation (EAC)

The East Africa Cooperation used to be called the East Africa Community. It
included Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. The organisation was useful to the
three countries because they had a common railway, airways and shipping line.
The East African Post and Telecommunication headquarters was based in
Kampala, and the railways and harbours were based in Mombasa. This made
the work for the East African countries easier because there was one customs
which cleared all goods for the three countries.

Unfortunately this cooperation broke up in 1977 because of political
differences.· Uganda was ruled by a Military Dictatorship under Idi Amin Dada
while Kenya and Tanzania were under civilian government. Amin was
overthrown in 1979 and since then the East African countries have become
close again. President Benjamin Mpaka of Tanzania has helped to bring back
the East African Community. The three countries signed a cooperation
·agreement in 1996. The secretariat of EAC is based in Arusha, Tanzania.

Reasons for working together:

a) Uganda is the most fertile country. It produces large amounts of food which
it exports to its neighbours

b) Uganda is landlocked. It has to export and import its goods through Kenya
and Tanzania.

c) The three countries can find markets for their goods within the region.
d) Security can be preserved and cross-border crimes can be solved or

prevented.
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e) Cultural activities and education can be promoted among the countries.
1) Diseases like malaria and AIDS can be controlled by cooperating in

I

education and the development of drugs.

Questions:
I

1 When and why did the East African 'community collapse?

2. Who restarted the East African Cooperation in 1996?

3. Where is the headquarters of the cooperation based?

4. List five reasons why East Africa cooperation is important.

IGAD

The Inter Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) was formed in
January 1986 with its Headqu~rters in Djibouti. The six member countries were
Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Uganda and Somalia. Eritrea became the seventh
member when it became independent in 1993.

At the time it was formed the organisation was called the Inter
.Governmental Authority on Drought and Development, (IGAD). Today its main
aims are
1. To prevent wars from breaking out in the region.

2. To end wars and reach agreements between groups at war.

3. To manage war situations by taking part in peacekeeping missions and

taking care of refugees.

4. To develop and improve transport and communication systems in the area.

5. To make sure that there is ehough food to feed the people in the area.

6. To conserve and protect the environment.

7. To promote and strengthen co-operation in research, development and

application of science and technology.

8. To create an environment that will encourage foreign investors, and both

cross-border and domestic trade within the region.

9. To promote the free movement of goods, services and people within.the

region.

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development is useful in the Horn of
Africa in assisting the countries of the region to:-
a) solve problems of transport and communication
b) organise for peace negotiations in the countries
c) promote trade in the region.
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IGAD helped to end the war in Sudan, the longest war in modern African
history.

Questions:

1. What does IGAD stand for

2. When was IGAD formed?

3. Name the countries that are members of IGAD.

4. What are the objectives of IGAD?

Fig. 30 Flag of IGAD
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SADC

The Southern African Development Cooperation is an organisation of Southern
and Eastern Africa, formed to promote ,trade among the member countries. It
is also involved with peace in the region. The countries that form SADe are
South Africa, Zambia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Tanzania, Mozambique,
Namibia, Mauritius, Swaziland and Angola..

Questions:

1.What does SADC stand for?

2. Name the countries that form SADe?

3. What is the importance of SADC?

Fig. 31 .Emblem of SADC
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APPENDIX

African Courl't1'ies and their Capital Ci'ties

Country

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

Cape Verde Islands

Central African Republic

Chad

Comoros

Congo

Cote d'ivoire

Djibouti

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Mauritania
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Capital

Algiers

Luanda

Porto-Novo

Gaborone

Ouagadougou

Bujumbura

Yaounde'

Praia

Bangui

N'Djamena

Moroni

Brazzaville

Abidjan

Djibouti

Cairo

Malabo

Asmara

Addis Ababa

Libreville

Banjul

Accra

Conakry

Bissau

Nairobi

Maseru

Monrovia

Tripoli

Antananarivo

Lilongwe

Bamako

Nouakchott



Country
Mauritius

Morocco

Mozambique

Namibia

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

Sao Tome' and Principe

Senegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa

Sudan

Swaziland

Tanzania

Togo

Tunisia

Uganda

Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire)

Zambia

Zimbabwe
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Capital
Port Louis

Rabat

Maputo

Windhoek

Niamey

Abuja

Kigali

Sao Tomei

Dakar

Victoria

Freetown

Mogadishu

Pretoria

Khartoum

Mbabane

Dar es Salaam & Dodoma

Lome'

Tunis

Kampala

Kinshasa

Lusaka

Harare
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