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.'be:>b~Hn,)vad with (~ona[d,I'H'iilble.tHtUUOl\ $~ the~rea and:

the ·~num:r.ii€:l" of people n6 farnuH;~' int~rv~ewed wtjs' ve~y',

i '. .
'UJiey f(£!7t1?Jed their own 131>.0 ~nd r.H<1 I'll cons[deT~'bl~ amount

of tt~eh' ;Jwn, \VOl?~ and (,10 Utah·' ltHl!~w®ra would be mol'S

reni2!ble ~:nd aCCUTltiteJo Sixt~e!1 farme:f's.w6re intervtewed
,

i'n f 0 U1' dmy I'.l I!n d .theh' f +i :lr ill B nIi S pee .t. e d b y Ut. 6 W 1" itt ~!!" " .A 11
• 0 '

," ", .

notxTl'at®:whiHj' d~tf:®!' f~;)m a!'€it:! to"'Stl"ea .f.lrn1 ,fo:i' ~he p(i":1;'po~-e .
, . ....
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f$rm1i~ East SiHunalou ~verage was i8,jC5ribs~ Mearja 22
r

. . .

. of the poore,r grade land to .fsrm~·'ThiS dUltr!buUon now

wUh ohemical ferUHzer ~nd ~dequate 'd.1.'f)\lnage lo'osee some

of 'UiS v,a:1HcUtyo _ l't cUd- lPl.ppean:'~'· howev~rp tlUllt the farm at'

wuh less aCl"eag(il .. ,farmed more intensively a~d left no

fcal1~w land after whea'tD' '

The .third ~qu~$U.on ~~B~ wHow' many people d.id'hls

people par farm or ~L t jel'ib.l's per pe~s{)n" it is estimated'

\
, b'y thl~ wrUer tIlat m~na·mum s.ubshitellce Uv~,ng on irrigated

ll!nd in tnt's coun'try requ~,res 1/2 je~ib pt'>y;' parson"

T'ne fourth quesUon oOllcerned avera.ge, y~eidfi of
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maize (all double pl{linted after wheat~ 4'i~' kg/jerlb or 87,,4

bQshels/Aor6 o Cotton Sprlng PI,anted 1112. pounds!jerlb'"

CaUon (~onble oropped ~fter wheat) 375 pounds/jerlb~

Th~ dod~le' cropping of cotton. aUeX' wh~<lit is 9. U18W

expsl"llance in the vlfilley, aind'yie.ld datal is avan~ble for only

dQuble crop' yiel~8 of coUau <sbould 1"iS8 con~iderably•. One
, • CJ • ~

. th
field !n8pe~ted was planted after wheat on May 20 ~ and

• I sbould yield c(oae Ito spring planted ooUon.

-HAV A Extension 'Depa-rtment could be o.r servic e by

- y[ el ds.

The economics,'of Wheliit VB" Cotton\) and double

Cotton in July 19'13 .

No. 1 seed cotton

Sprlng planted yreId. 11 1
0 2 Mann/Jerlb

N'o. 1. seed cotton

"

'.

90 Afe/Seer

6227 Afe

56 "\fs/Mann



Double cropped yi,eId 3"105' ,Mann-/Jerib 2100 Afs'

. ,

Wheat 22 ..~fs/Mann = yield 124 Mann/Jerlb

Corn 12 ~~f8/l\faQn = yield 105 Mann/Jerib'

Gr088 Profits

Wheat and corn double. cropped

Wheat and GO tion double oro-pped

Cotton spring planted

. 36 Q 8% of land surveyed is double croppedo

1 Mann ,= 10' pouD'ds approxlm _tely

2728 Afa ,
, ,

1280 Afs

3 988 ~ f 81J .,r{b

4828 Afs/JerKb

822'/ Af./Jerlb

1 Jer!!» -= t /2 Acre'

1 Seer == 18 pounds

II

"
I.

1 ~Afgh.n' IS IdS oents July 1973

-
The fUth question was" Wbat ,acreage did you 'plant

in tb~ various crops In 19'1:r?H 'Of ,341$ jerlbs rep~rted a8

b,elng or ..lpped:

2.9 J erlb8 p lanCed to wheat'

85 I'erib. double cropped wi thm size,

•• Jef.'~blJ spring planted wH~ cotton

13 Jeri!». doubted cropped wHb o~tt01l

3 1/2 Jeribs spring plant~d .ttl!! m elone

- \
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t~ Jerlbs dOllbled cropped with mungbeens

18 1/2 Jerlbs In other 'c~QP atfatf~. veg,table t etc

'72% of the. land surv.iryed was. planted in wheat In 19'12 -

19'13 eeailJon"

38~ 8% of the land was double cropped p ' wUh maize, cottone

or mungi:t~an.Bo t.t \ViliS estimated that .I,u' 1973~ Wheat:'

acreage was. down 10% and yields wer'e down 15%~ becauee
, .

of a dr1 cold wlnte~ and a fast hot _pring.
, .

·The slxtb question was on the availability of huDi.n

,.laborn' More than half the ,farmers stated ,that they n~~d

extra labo.re/r& 'iii 'w~e(jt har"e•• ttm~ and cotton ploklD;1

, 'l'ht( s9vent,h queilUI)D w_s on tbe"a;vatlab,IHty of anl~al

,:power.' Alfsettle~8 t~tervlewed h~d a,t' least ()~epalr of ':' .

oxen and t'W'o bad tractors, W,hell extra help at,plowing

. Ume ,was needed p traotors ,were ·hired.
".. . ., .

Cost of hired tractor.' wiia' 15D Afs per Jerlb for'

:

'pl()wlng and SO Afe per jerib 101' .chtseJ plowing"

The,elghth.qu~8t(onwa. t),n tb~ supply. of water and

·dr.lnagtln. ,One f·.'s-mer· staltH' that,h~ cUd h~ve wate'}' drala:iage,

problems 'on part o'f hhs f~r'JfJiD N1.id';·l">AH~ two t.(Armer-a
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reported some shortage of, water 'at peak use periods In

Marj~ bec!!lus,ethe"canal was ',to small but 13 out of 16

reported no problems.

The ntnt,h question was "ls your land level enough to. . ~'.'

,farm wlt~out problems 1." All fa'rme~s stated that 'they"

had no pro,bleme in lr'rigatillg and feit dlelr t~nd was level~ " . . ,

,enougb to farm satisf~ctortlyu Observations madebyth'.,
r .

writer indicate that 'some of the land hi Eaert Shamalon,was

nQ't level bY'any n)eans p but farmers'hild·leveled'small
- .~,fields and,lt.appe.~e,d they were doillg ,a good job of

.1 rrlg aU n.g •.

The tenth questlonwas on fertilizer use. An farmers

,[lltervi~wed, used .fiel-nHzerat jr .neir teo~)lbmended rates'. (

All farin,ers bough~,thetr fertlllzer on'.credit and ~'ll tarm~:rs" 0"·. • "

but one stated th ~,t:tbe,y neededcredlt to I;)uy fertlHzer D,

'however the :wrltei...~as some reservation~ about t~~e

unlver,sal n~e'd of ,cr,edU'fo~ the purchase of fertil~zer~

The el~venth'quesUonwas on ins~cts or disea's.e

effecting their crops in pa:st years,

. '. ' Army worm on wheat, aphids n :white fly and cutworm

on C otton D aphids on'm,elon and grasshoppers ~n newly.

emerged wheat in the'fan were --Dientloned,inthe intervtews.

:,~
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During iuspecti3D of the farms by the ~rlter~ the

following conditi~ns \Yere observe'd. Heavy mite infestation
" i

, ,'/"

tn south Marja oJi~'~~otton and, melons. Ligh~ infestation,
,

Qf mltes~()n co-tto,n '0 Grlshk arsaoMode'rate to h~avy
' ......
. ; •..i

,1eaf':'h;)pp'er'lnfe,s,~,~·tton in all cott~n Ii,eIde examined 'in

,Fusarium root ro't in one field 'jf:OOU3D In ~,a~B.~, ',"','

Sham81()ooHea~vy hlfe,stat,lon of mites' and 'aphids in ,many,-

mel()n fields .lid melon fly D;>ted ,in severaL,

No Indi~{dioD of white fly', or spiney bowl worm we're"
. "
~ • # .1' .."

l

seen on cotton at'thls tim,e in areas inspea,tec!. (White fl,y~..

spin,ay bowl worm ',and aphid are' the~ost serious pestsof

~ oU~n in the: ~:elmJlnd Van ey s,nd stU1 have ail, 0 ppC)rt,unl 1:y

t,o do dam age t~iS'year) I

Th~ee fields ot" sesam.e ,were ,examined in the HelmaD~

Valley and all were he_vily infested with borers.
" , ',' I

The twelfth questt'o'u was 011 weed probl~mso ,'Most

all farmers' Bta~ec;1 that,weeds 'wer& becoming Increasingly

a se'rious problem particularity grass types in'wheat and

o 0 U 0 noThe" inc rea 8 e l n dou'b 1e c: i" 0 PPi ~g and th e use 0 f

fertilizer are pr'obablyDiaJor oonh.>lbutors to the' l~Crea8&:r!:

weed p~ob!em~ tn the v$lleyo
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The thirteenth question was "Do'es the farmer think'

he had any proble,m.B in the m I!'rketlng e transportaUon e or ~

storage ,of his crops"? The answer from all farmers was

"?to probleins"". This may be a case ,of not really

, undel'stand.ng or not knowing anytbing better to compare

with. in other 'questioning two farmers complained about

diffioulties ,tn deHevering' cotton to the c ottOil mnl fn

Lashkar Gah.

The fourteenth question was on dUHcul ties encountered

at hs,rveet Ume. Most ,farmers mentloned'the need for extra
, ,

labor at wheat cu~tlilg Ume and at ootton picking tlme~ The

cost ~f laborerahas 'risen almost do,uble tn the last two years.

ThefUteen:tb; 'question and last/ question ,was "Bow do

you think you 8S s' farmer can do better and make more

money from your farm"?
/

Answer numb,ar one was get a :tractor and mechanize

so that we can dQ a faster and better (3 ~b of farm lng 0

Answer numbe~ two was the Increased use of fertilizer

and the uSe of better f~u~ming methods.

Answer numb,el' three was to watch market prices and (

plant the most proUt-making comb!naUon of crops. It

"

, I



I·' .

.. I
I
II '

, '.

appear~d that the dlfferen,ces iU'profit pat:ential 'between

wheat and maize p w'heat, and' cotton» and spring planted

cotton was well understood.. (A sizable increas~ in .-prlng

cotton pla,ntilig'.should result in 19'14 if the' price ()f wheat:

and corn,remains low)~

Answer- number lour ~was to t.lant fruit or grapes that

, ,

gave higher profit per jerlb. Farm~rs in Marj a ,and

N ad-l~,A tl express dcjub ts that they caul d grow"fruit trees

and melons' successfuliy as they do not seem to grow wen,'

in these. areas be.cause of high watert'ables.· The Idea e:rf

gr'O,wing,gr.apeamet with ~ fav~rable response except. that

it took five years 'from time ~f planting until ,the n.ret'

profitable c,rop. No grapes are being made into raisins

in'the' ~elmand Vaqey th'at the writer kn.ows o'f» as't,hey

are, in Kandahar ~

Summary:

It appears to settler farme,-s"that mechnizatloD 1s

llved on their land for as long as 21 yearet sttlt do not' have

:
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there filial owners~ip: papers. If th,ls could be. corrected

I .
i'

.1

credit and c()()"peraUve· tr.ctor buying could possibly -be

accelerated.

The lll,st three years have been good for the settter
" '

, .. ,,'. . '. .... .f.
farmer because of high prices of wlaeat,and maize, cotton." ,. .... . . .'. '.. . . .

now appears to be the next crop. tha·t has a profitable out.. .

'look for good farm·eTs. It is a a.rop, however 9 t~at

requires mor~ 'skill tn ptanUng o weedl.ng p and tnsect

protection. Cotton g~owlng faces 'at least 8 Insect pests

::In the valley, three of whlchcan cause serious losses in

quantity a~d qu aBty ot ihe c ropo M at oris appear to be a

favorable crop tn the Sbamalou area but transportation,

market and insect p.roblemil probably limit aer·eage to no

much more than n()w grown.

Gil seed crop.s may have some hope but insects on
J

sesame and .pollen.l.zation-problems on sunflower may not'
, .

allow any large acreages. \

Or apes grow w.e II $ but lead tim.e for getting tn.tothle

. crop limits the rapidity by wbich the acreage can be

increased.
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