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Net Official Development Assistance (ODA) disbursements from the United States were $26.8 

billion in calendar year 2008, a $5.0 billion or 23 percent increase compared with the CY2007 level.  

The ODA-to-GNI ratio increased to 0.19 percent in CY2008, compared with 0.16 percent for 

CY2007.  ODA in 2008 is the second highest net flow historically for any donor country after the 

record U.S. flow in 2005.  Gross ODA (without debt relief) increased from $22.6 in CY2007 to 

$27.4 billion in CY2008 – the highest adjusted gross flow ever for any donor. 

 

U.S. bilateral ODA increased in 96 countries in CY2008. Disbursements increased $2.1 billion to 

$6.7 billion in Sub-Saharan Africa, $1.0 billion to $8.9 billion in Asia, $0.5 billion to $1.9 billion in 

the Americas, and $1.3 billion to $5.4 billion as bilateral unallocated.  Assistance remained 

unchanged to Europe at $0.4 billion, to North Saharan Africa at $0.5 billion, and to Oceania at $0.2 

billion.  Aid disbursements increased $0.1 billion or more to each of 14 countries in CY2008, in 

particular, Afghanistan ($0.6 billion increase to $2.1 billion), Ethiopia ($0.4 billion increase to $0.8 

billion), Georgia ($0.3 billion increase to $0.4 billion), West Bank/Gaza ($0.3 billion increase to 

$0.5 billion), and Colombia ($0.2 billion increase to $0.6 billion).  

 

Humanitarian aid increased $1.4 billion to a record $4.3 billion (of which $2.4 billion to Sub-

Saharan Africa and $1.3 billion to Asia) as Title II food grants increased $0.8 billion, the Bill 

Emerson Humanitarian Trust added $0.2 billion in food aid, and the Bureau of Population, 

Migration, and Refugee at the U.S. Department of State increased outlays by $0.4 billion.   

 

 

Assistance in support of HIV/AIDS control increased $1.4 billion to a record $4.1 billion 

bilaterally reflecting a continued annual surge in aid delivery over the past five years (with 

multilateral contributions to the Global Fund and UNAIDS, total support was $4.9 billion). 

Disbursements in the PEPFAR 15 focus countries increased $0.9 billion to $2.2 billion in CY2008.   

 

Economic Support Funds (ESF) increased $1.5 billion to $4.8 billion in CY2008 with major 

support going to Afghanistan, Egypt, West Bank/Gaza, Jordan, Georgia, and Lebanon.  ESF from 

USAID and State surged $0.8 billion to $1.3 billion for Iraq in CY2008 but overall ODA to Iraq 

decreased by $1.0 billion to $ 2.7 billion as disbursements financed by the Iraq Relief and 

Reconstruction Fund decreased $1.8 billion.  The Commander’s Emergency Response Program was 

unchanged at $1.0 billion. 

 

Disbursements from the Millennium Challenge Corporation were $0.6 billion in CY2008, 

nearly doubling outlays compared with the CY2007 flow.  Assistance went to 35 countries including 

Georgia, Madagascar, Honduras, Nicaragua, Indonesia, Vanuatu, Ghana, Cape Verde, Ukraine, 

Paraguay, Armenia, Benin, Philippines, and Moldova. 

 

Aid in support of narcotics control increased $0.3 billion to $1.0 billion reflecting a return to 

normal disbursement levels from State compared with low outlays in CY2007. Colombia and 

Afghanistan were the largest recipients.   

 

Net debt forgiveness totaled $0.2 billion (gross forgiveness of $0.4 billion minus $0.2 billion in 

forgiven ODA principal), a $0.1 billion increase compared with the CY2007 level.  Bilateral debt 

relief under Paris Club and Tropical Forest Conservations Act agreements entered into force for 12 

countries, including a major agreement with Liberia. 
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Net ODA to the Least Developing Countries (LDC) was $7.1 billion in CY2008, a $2.3 billion 

increase compared with CY2007.  U.S. aid increased to 36 of the 50 LDCs in CY2008. 

 

ODA to multilateral organizations was $3.0 billion in CY2008, an increase of $0.1 billion 

compared with CY2007.  Contributions to the Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and 

Malaria and to other multilateral organizations increased $0.3 billion while the extension of credit to 

the International Development Agency (IDA) at the World Bank decreased $0.2 billion in CY2008.  

ODA-eligible contributions to UN agencies remained unchanged at $0.7 billion. 

 

ODA commitments increased $7.0 billion to a record $34.7 billion in CY2008, reflecting increased 

obligations financed by larger aid budgets for USAID, State, MCC, and HHS over the past five 

years.  U.S. commitments were $9.9 billion to Sub-Saharan Africa (a $3.0 billion increase), $5.8 

billion to South/Central Asia (a $2.0 billion increase), $1.2 billion to the Far East (a $0.5 billion 

increase), $1.3 billion to South America (a $0.4 billion increase), and $1.1 billion to North Saharan 

Africa (a $0.3 billion increase).  Commitments to multilateral organizations were $3.0 billion (a 

$0.1 billion increase).   

 

U.S. bilateral ODA commitments increased to nearly all sectors: $6.2 billion for 

population/reproductive health/HIV-AIDS (a $1.7 billion increase), $4.9 billion for governance and 

civil society (a $0.3 billion); $4.5 billion for economic infrastructure (a $1.4 billion increase), $4.4 

billion for humanitarian assistance (a $1.3 billion increase), $2.2 billion for narcotics control and 

other services (a $1.0 billion increase), $1.6 billion for agriculture (a $0.4 billion increase), $1.2 

billion for general and basic health (a $0.1 billion increase), $1.1 billion for education (a $0.3 billion 

increase), and $0.8 billion for water supply and sanitation (a $0.4 billion increase).  United bilateral 

commitments accounted for 75% of total bilateral commitments (excluding administrative costs 

and technical cooperation) in CY2008, higher than the 69% ratio in CY2007 due primarily to a $1.9 

billion increase by MCC and $1.5 billion increase in PEPFAR-funded activities. 

 


