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ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTRUMENT 

General Instructions 
It is important to establish a playful and relaxed rapport with the children to be assessed, via some simple initial 
conversation among topics of interest to the child. The child should perceive the following assessment almost as a 
game to be enjoyed rather than a severe situation. It is important to read ONLY the sections in bold aloud slowly 
and clearly. If the child does not understand the instructions, explain them in the child’s home language.  After you 
have finished the interview, thank the child for their time and effort and give him/her a pencil. 

Verbal Consent 
 

My name is _________. I work with the Ministry of Education.  
 
• We are trying to understand how children learn to read.  You were picked by chance, like in a 
raffle. 

• We would like your help in this. But you do not have to take part if you do not want to. 

• We are going to play a reading game.  I am going to ask you to read letters, words and a short 
story out loud.   

• Using this stopwatch, I will see how long it takes you to read.   

• This is NOT a test and it will not affect your grade at school.   

• I will also ask you questions about your family, like what language your family uses at home 
and some of the things your family has.   

• I will NOT write down your name so no one will know these are your answers.  

• Once again, you do not have to participate if you do not wish to.  Once we begin, if you would 
rather not answer a question, that’s all right.   

• Can we get started? 

 
Verbal Consent Obtained. YES ______ NO______  [Stop Assessment, Get Another Child] 
 
Start and Stop Time (Hour and Minutes): ___: ___ to  ___:____ 
 
Section 1:  Background information 
 
1. Questionnaire ID:___________________________ 
2. Administrator’s name: ___________________________ 
3. Division:___________________________   
4. Zone:___________________________ 
5. School name:___________________________ 
6. Name of child: __________________________ 
7. Class: ____________________________ 
8. Age: _____________________________ 
9. Gender: _______________ 
10. Did you go to any nursery/pre-school:__________________________    
11. What language do you mostly speak at home?__________________________ 
12. Who helps you with school work at home? ______________________________ 
13. What materials do you read at home?:_____________________ 
14. Do you watch TV at home? _______________________________________ 
15. Do you listen to radio at home? ______________________________________ 
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Section 2 Marking Sheet:  Letter recognition 
 
Give the sheet of paper with written letters on it and then follow with instructions as shown below. The 
assessor will say: 
 
“Look at the letters written on your paper.  Read them aloud starting from here.  Read as fast as 
you can.” 
 
For example, the name of this letter [point to O] is “OH”.   
 
Now You Try:  Tell me the name of this letter [Have the Student Identify the Letter “V”]:  
If the child responds correctly say: Good, the name of this letter is “VEE.” 
If the child does not respond correctly, say: The name of this letter is “VEE.”  
 
Now You Try:  Tell me the name of this letter [Have the Student Identify the Letter “L”]:  
If the child responds correctly say: Good, the name of this letter is “ELL.” 
If the child does not respond correctly, say: The name of this letter is “ELL.”  
 
If you don’t know a letter go on to the next one. I will tell you when to start and when to stop.  
 
Get ready.  
 
Start.” 
 
or 
“Angalia herufi zilioko kwa karatasi yako.   Kama hujui kusoma, soma herufi ifuatayo. Jitayarishe 
kusoma. Nitakuambia wakati wa kuanza na wakati wa kuacha kusoma. Soma herufi hizi kwa sauti 
ya juu kwanzia hapa. Sasa anza kusoma.”  
 
Mark the letters incorrectly recognized and read with a slash ( / ). 
At one minute, mark the last letter read with a ( ] ) 
 

V L H G S Y Z W L N  /10 
L K T D K T Q D Z W  /20 
H W Z M U R J G X U  /30 
G R B Q I F I Z S R  /40 
S N C B P Y F C A E  /50 
Y S Q P M V O T N P  /60 
Z A E X F F H U A T  /70 
W G H B S L G M I I  /80 
L L O O X N E Y P X  /90 
N K C D D Y B J R V  /100 
V M W Q V L H G S Y  /110 
 

 
Start the timer when you say “begin.” Follow along with your pencil and mark any incorrect or omitted letters with 
a slash (/). Count self-corrections as correct. Stay quiet, except when providing answers as follows: if the child 
hesitates for 3 seconds, provide the name of the letter, point to the next letter and say “Please go on.” Mark the letter 
you provided to the child as incorrect.  AFTER 60 SECONDS SAY, “stop.”  Mark the final letter read before you 
said “stop” with a bracket (]).   

 
 
 
 
 

Total letters read at 60 seconds: (use the counter to the right, above, to help you):______ 
Total incorrect letters at 60 seconds: _______ 
Total correct letters at 60 seconds: ______  
ONLY IF LESS THAN 60 seconds, number of seconds at completion: __________ 
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Section 2 Marking sheet: Word recognition 
 
Give the sheet of paper with written words on it and then follow with instructions as shown below. The 
assessor will say: 
 
“Look at the words written on your paper.  Read them aloud starting from here.  Read as fast as 
you can.” 
 
For example, this word [point to “pot” below] is “pot.” 
 
Now You Try:  Read me me this word [Have the student identify the word “bell.”]:  
If the child responds correctly say: Good, the word is “bell.” 
If the child does not respond correctly, say: This word is “bell.  
 
If you don’t know a word, go on to the next one.   I will tell you when to start and when to stop. Get 
ready. Start.” 
 
Examples: pot bell 
 
 
sad  dog red do eat fire    /6 

and  us to girl then he    /12 

as  hat if seem get too    /18 

house sun stop lots ear pencil    /24 

food at they big the some    /30 

last  run fly we on our    /36 

saw walk school best time cow     /42 

boy wall chair all me good     /48 

will blue size fall go ride    /54 

hope  far an her was fun     /60 
 
 
Start the timer when you say “begin.” Follow along with your pencil and mark any incorrect or omitted letters with 
a slash (/). Count self-corrections as correct. Stay quiet, except when providing answers as follows: if the child 
hesitates for 3 seconds, provide the word, point to the next word and say “Please go on.” Mark the word you 
provided to the child as incorrect.  AFTER 60 SECONDS SAY, “stop.”  Mark the final word read before you said 
“stop” with a bracket (]). 
 

 
 
 
 

Total words read at 60 seconds (use the counter to the right, above, to help you): ______ 
Total incorrect words at 60 seconds: _______ 
Total correct words at 60 seconds: ______  
ONLY IF LESS THAN 60 seconds, number of seconds at completion: __________ 
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Section 4 Marking Sheet: Passage Reading 
 
Instructions: Give a sheet of paper with the passage to the pupil and then follow with instructions as shown 
below. The assessor will say: 
 
“I am going to ask you to read aloud the passage written on your paper and then, I will ask you 
some questions on it. Read as fast as you can. Ready. Start (start the stop-watch as soon as you say 
‘start’)” 
Or 
“Hiki ni kifungu cha ufahamu.  Ningependa usome kwa sauti ya juu  kisha ujibu maswali 
nitakayokuuliza. Jitayarishe kusoma. Anza sasa.” 
 
Section 4 Marking Sheet: passage reading 
 
Instructions  
1. Stop the child at one minute, unless they only have one sentence left. 
2. Put a  “]” mark after the last word read at the one minute mark. 
3. Note the following: 

• Mark incorrect words with a slash.   
• Mark words omitted with a slash. 
• Do not count words repeated/inserted. 

4. If the child finishes up to “gave the dog a big bone,” let the child finish, but make sure you mark the 
actual time taken, in seconds. 

Passage 

Kazungu had a little dog.  The little dog was     9 
 
fat.  One day Kazungu and the dog went out    18 

to play.  The little dog got lost.  But after     27 

a while the dog came back.  Kazungu took    35 

the dog home.  When they got home      42 

Kazungu gave the dog a big bone.  The little     51 

dog was happy so he slept.  Kazungu also    59 

went to sleep.        62 

Start the timer when you say “begin.” Follow along with your pencil and mark any incorrect or omitted words with 
a slash (/). Count self-corrections as correct. Stay quiet, except when providing answers as follows: if the child 
hesitates for 3 seconds, provide the word, point to the next letter and say “Please go on.” Mark the word you 
provided to the child as incorrect.  AFTER 60 SECONDS SAY, “stop.”  Mark the final letter read before you said 
“stop” with a bracket (]). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Total words read at 60 seconds (use the counter to the right, above, to help you): ______ 
Total incorrect letters at 60 seconds: _______ 
Total correct letters at 60 seconds: ______  
If less than 60 seconds, or if you allowed the child to go on past 60 seconds, enter number 
of seconds at completion: __________ 
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Comprehension Questions 
Instructions: After the pupil has read the passage, you take away the passage sheet before asking the 
questions. Translate the question(s) into Kiswahili for the pupil if s/he shows hesitation.  
The Assessor will say: “Now I am going to ask you a few questions about the story you have just 
read.  Try to answer the questions as best you can” 
 
“Sasa ningependa kukuuliza maswali kuhusu habari ambayo umesoma. Jaribu kujibu haya 
maswali kadiri ya uwezo wako.” 
 
(For every right answer give one mark. The answers provided are to facilitate quick marking.  Just tick the 
answers that were correct.) 
 
The assessor will ask the questions below:  correct answer 
 
1. Who had a dog?     Kazungu 
 
2. Was the dog big or little?    Little 
 
3. Was the dog thin or fat?    Fat 
 
4. Where did Kazungu take the dog?   Home 
 
5. Why was the dog happy?    He was given a big bone 
 


