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Moderate levels of food insecurity persist in the southern and central
Mozambique, and 520,000 poor to very poor persons cannot meet their
food needs without external assistance, and will need continuous
humanitarian assistance through March 2008.

The World Food Program (WFP) will assist more than 470,000 persons
through December 2007 but could face a pipeline break thereafter if the
food security conditions worsen or critical events like flooding and high
winds associated with tropical depressions, storms or cyclones increase
the level of need.

The normal rains have marked the onset of the rainy and agriculture
season in much of the southern and central regions. Although a positive
rainy season is forecast, farmers are in urgent need of seeds for planting,
particularly in areas of the south affected by drought last season where
seed shortages are widespread. Above normal rains occurred in much of
northern Mozambique, although these were off season rains for region, as
effective rains are not normally established until late November/early
December.

As the season progresses and heavy rains fall, localized inundations may
occur in rivers basin where already highly saturated soils may increase the
rate at which water levels rise. Contingency plans should be developed for
potential flooding.

Seasonal calendar and critical events
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Figure 1. Current estimated food security
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Food security summary

The latest information from the Vulnerability Assessment Group (GAV) of the Technical Secretary for Food Security and
Nutrition (SETSAN) indicates that moderate levels of food insecurity are present in all regions of the country, but
particularly in the southern and central regions. In May 2007, GAV estimated that 520,000 persons (about 3 percent of the
population) could not sustain themselves without external assistance, and are in need of continuous humanitarian
assistance through March 2008, when early harvests begin. Those persons belong to a poor to very poor households. In
response, WFP will assist more than 471,000 persons through December 2007 but could face a pipeline break thereafter if
the conditions worsen and the needs increase. Other findings from the GAV are as follows:

(a) Water for human and animal consumption is a great concern. However, recent rains have improved the situation.

(b) Input trade fairs in the central region support good second season production.

(c) Food prices are high compared to the average but have not reached the point where food is no longer accessible on
markets, although the purchasing power of poorer households has been constrained, and those who have food deficits
will need assistance.

(d) Cereals are generally available on markets, and seasonal fruits such as mangoes and cashew are also becoming more
available. Those who can't afford to buy maize or rice are expanding their consumption of cassava, which is commonly
available, especially in the south.

(e) Nutritional indicators, including rates of growth faltering, are under the normal levels, and there are no reports of
unusual or alarming incidence of malnutrition rates in drought affected areas.

Other field information indicates that the households are coping by employing dietary changes (reducing number of meals),
selling small animals and forestry products. Despite that some households in the area affected by this year’s hazards are
unable to meet their basic food requirements, resulting in under nutrition and/or erosion of assets, there are no reports of
asset depletion, school drop outs or absenteeism due to hunger.

One of the main concerns for households is the progress of the season and the availability of inputs. Thus far, the seasonal
forecast is favorable for growing conditions across the country, but adequate access to a steady supply of inputs is crucial
for its success, particularly in the drought affected areas of the south, where households were not been able to retain seed
from the previous season and seed shortages are widespread. Insufficient or delayed delivery of seeds may limit the area
that can be planted or delay planting. The ideal time for planting in the south and center will be over by early December.
Planting can continue through January, though this will prolong the lean season for households and expose crops to an
abnormal vegetative cycle, increasing the risk of crop disease and erratic performance.

Rapid food security monitoring in the drought affected southern region

General

The 2006/07 agriculture season in much of the southern region and parts of the central region was affected by moderate to
severe rainfall deficits, which seriously compromised the first and the second season's production. According to the
production estimates from the Ministry of Agriculture, the southern region’s main season cereal harvest last year was about
30 percent below average, and pulse production was 12 percent below average.

Following the harvest period of the first season, a number of assessments to monitor the state of the food and nutritional
security were carried out, including the rapid evaluation from the SETSAN’s Vulnerability Analysis Group (GAV) in April/May
2007. The GAV anticipated that a possible failure of the second agricultural season would increase the number of food
insecure people, and had recommended for another assessment to be done in the fourth quarter of the current year.

In October 23-26, 2007, FEWS NET carried out a rapid food security monitoring in eight selected drought affected districts in
south. Local agriculture staff joined the mission to visit selected areas within each district, and in each visited area
traditional leaders and some households were interviewed. The visited districts include Homoine and Panda in Inhambane
Province, Mandlakazi, Chibuto, Massingir and Chékwe in Gaza Province and Magude and Manhica in Maputo Province. The
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main purpose of the assessment was to evaluate the impact of the second season, the prevailing food security situation and
the ongoing preparations for the new agriculture season in the visited areas (see Figure 2).

Main Findings

Food security condition§ have not dgteriorated furt.her. fo.IIowi.ng Figure 2. Districts is southern Mozambique visited
the harvest in May. With the exception of the semi arid interior in late October by FEWS NET

zone of Panda district (part of the arid and semiarid interior zone of
Inhambane and Gaza livelihood zone), the overall food security
situation in all other visited districts had improved slightly
compared to the findings from all other previous assessments. This
improvement results from the combination of ongoing
humanitarian interventions, limited earnings and consumption
from second season harvests and effective employment of existing
coping strategies. During the dry season, households have
maximized production in the lowlands wherever they exist.
Existing coping strategies include increased selling of firewood,
charcoal and small species of animals. Humanitarian interventions
include free distribution of food to households unable to work,
including the elderly and those households headed by widows and
children. Other mitigating factors are school food distribution and
food for work activities in the most vulnerable areas. Food
reserves, where they exist, are estimated to last up to two months
from the time the mission was in the field in October. In Panda,
both the first and the second agriculture season have failed, and
coping strategies are very limited, especially in the remote interior
areas. Thus, Panda district and areas within the same livelihood
zone such as Funhalouro and Chigubo deserve special attention.
Close monitoring and adequate interventions in these areas are
recommended.

From mid/late November, the food security status in southern Mozambique is expected to improve further more thanks to
the expected availability of cashew nut. Cashew nut producing districts such as Homoine in Inhambane Province and
Mandlakazi in Gaza Province will greatly benefit from this tropical fruit. The cashew nut is a very important source of food
and income for the majority of households in those two districts. Pasture conditions and water availability have improved
significantly in many districts and are expected to improve in the whole region with the increase of the rains in November.
In the interior of Inhambane Province, namely in Panda, rains had not started by the time the mission was in the District.
However, this area did receive significant rainfall in early November.

As the 2007/08 agriculture season gets underway, households are simultaneously clearing the lands and sowing whenever
rains occur. Very few input fairs were carried out, and therefore, the majority of the households are using their own saved
seeds, but shortages are widespread in areas that have been affected by drought and farmers were not able to retain
adequate amounts of seed. Thus, there is a strong need to provide seeds immediately in the whole region by early
December.

Food is available in the markets, including the recently harvested second season crops, such as horticulture crops, maize
and beans. Among the visited markets, Homoine, and Chokwé are among those supplied by maize from the central region,
especially Manica Province. The flow of the maize from the central region is however decreasing. Other markets are
mainly selling second season crops, comprised largely of horticulture crops, such as tomato and onions, which are high
value crops, as well as some locally produced maize. In all markets, maize prices are rising normally following the seasonal
curve, although they are above average. This mission did not observe or hear reports of any cases of extreme coping
strategies, such as the consumption of improper food and selling of productive assets as result of lack of food. In general,
owing to a good 2005/06 season, thus far the food security situation has not deteriorated. The food security status during

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3



Mozambique Food Security Update November 2007

the next months before the harvest will much depend on the rainfall performance and the continuity of the current
humanitarian interventions.

The general findings from this field assessment reveal a slight improvement of the food security conditions if compared to
those indicated in FEWS NET’s most-likely scenario done in July for the October-December period. The statement for the
most-likely scenario in the FEWS NET Food Security Outlook in August is summarized as follows: “In the most-likely scenario,
food security is expected to improve moderately from October to December and improve significantly from January to
March 2008. This improvement will result from adequate humanitarian assistance, contribution of the second-season
production, a good start of the rains in October and gradual improvement throughout the rainy season, which may lead to
gradual availability of the green harvest from January/February 2008.” For more information, see the Mozambique Food
Security Outlook issued in August 2007.

Recommendations:
. Ensuring farmers have adequate access to agricultural inputs for planting between now and the end of January
at the very latest, but preferably by early December;
. Continuous monitoring of the food security conditions in the interior semi-arid zones of Inhambane and Gaza
provinces between now and the next major harvest in March 2008;
. Continue with the ongoing humanitarian interventions until the next harvest.

Seasonal Summary: Normal to above normal rains in much of the country

October was characterized by near normal to above normal rains with small exceptions in Maputo province, where rains
were below normal. The normal rains have marked the onset of the agriculture season in much of south and central
regions. Late October was also characterized by above normal rains in much of northern Mozambique. However these
rains are still off season for the northern region as normally effective rains are expected in late November/early December.
Households in the north are now preparing the land for planting, which will begin with the official onset of the rains. In
early November (1-10), the southern and central provinces of Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, Manica, Sofala, Tete and
Zambézia have received near average to above average rains.

Figure 3. Satellite derived rainfall anomalies estimates
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Rainfall records from the National Institute of Meteorology (INAM) ground stations confirm the above normal rains in much
of south and central regions during the first ten days of November 2007. Table 1 (following page) shows recorded rains
compared to the normal values. All southern stations have recorded above normal rainfall, while in the central region,
Beira and Pebane have received above normal rains. In the north, INAM records show that Nampula and Cuamba have
received above normal rains.
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The above average rains in early November
may have benefited and sustained the
ongoing planting activities in much of
southern and central Mozambique. The
heavy rains in November may have enabled
widespread planting to the extent that the
availability of seeds permitted.

It is now crucial for the recently planted
crops to obtain adequate moisture for good
growth and development. FEWS NET will
continue to monitor the agro-climatic
conditions based on field visits, field
information and remote sensing products
and ground station information.

As mentioned in previous FEWS NET reports,

the forecast for the current season indicates the likelihood of normal to above normal rainfall.

Table I. Observed vs normal rainfall in selected INAM ground stations

during dekad | of November 2007 (1-10 November)
. . Observed Rainfall Normal Rainfall Percent of
Region Station
(mm) (mm) Normal

Moc. da praia 345 0%
Pemba 0 325 0%

North Montepuez 2.8 16.1 17%
Cuamba 30.1 25.5 118%
Nampula 40.1 16.7 240%
Tete 5.0 15.0 33%
Quelimane 17.9 31.4 57%

Center Pebane 23.1 16.7 138%
Chimoio 11.8 332 36%
Beira 25.8 16.7 154%
Vilanculos 52.3 15.0 348%
Panda 40.1 16.7 240%

South Inhambane 64.2 345 186%
Xai-xai 64.9 345 188%
Mavalane 78.1 31.4 249%
Observatorio 59.7 16.7 357%

As part of disaster

preparedness, the National Institute of Disaster Management (INGC) through the Technical Council for Disaster
Management (CTGC) has developed this season’s contingency plan. This plan yet to be approved by the Council of
Ministers pays special attention to potential flooding in at risk zones along the main river basins. The National Directorate
of Water has recommended that special attention to be paid in the basins without dam facilities to weaken flood waves,
namely Montepuez, Licungo, Mutamba, Pungué, Buzi, Save and Maputo. Also, given the fact that the Buzi, Licungo and
Zambeze rivers have exceeded their respective alert levels during the last rainy season, their soils are highly saturated,
which may facilitate the rising of the water. Localized inundations may also occur in other sub-basins not mentioned above.
Extreme weather events may include tropical depressions, storms or cyclones. Such events are likely during the rainy
season, and may displace people and disrupt local household livelihoods, necessitating emergency humanitarian assistance.

Maize prices rising in north and center but stable in south

Generally maize prices have been | Figure 4. Real maize retail prices in reference markets, in meticais per kg
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stocks decline and supplies to the
markets diminish. On the other
hand, the prices in south have

been abnormally stable, although slightly higher than average.

Data source: SIMA

In some southern markets, prices have even declined

slightly between September and October. For instance, in Chékwe, shown in Figure 4, maize prices in September were

6.40MT/kg and in October they were averaged at 6.36MT/kg.

In Massinga, September maize prices were averaged at
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6.82MT/Kg, while in October the average monthly maize prices were 6.75MT/kg. In Xai-Xai, prices dropped from
5.89MT/kg to 5.86MT/kg. The only positive variation from September to October has occurred in Maputo, with an increase
of 5 percent and in Maxixe, another southern market, where prices rose by only 1 percent.

The abnormal drops in maize prices in south have started in June, a time when prices were expected to increase. The graph
of the Chdkwe market in Figure 4 shows the decreasing curve from June to August followed by a small rise from August to
September and now the lowering of the curve from September to October. While the rising prices in the north and center
can be attributed to the normal seasonal trends, in south there is room for different interpretations. One of them is that
rice is increasingly becoming the preferable substitute for maize in much of the south, and there is price competition
between the two commodities. For example, maize price in Chdkwe is now around 6.5MT/kg, while a kilogram of rice is
around 11 MT. If the cost of processing the maize grains to get the flour is taken into consideration, it becomes evident rice
would be a competitive alternative. Also, the ongoing humanitarian interventions in the targeted areas and the
contribution of the second season cropping may have some limited impact on price stabilization in the south.

Although maize prices are generally above the average in south, the variations from that average are very low, with the
highest variation being 5 percent above the average in Maputo. In general food access is still affordable for the majority of
households, excepting the poorest households who lack income following crop failures this year and lack alternative income
sources. Most of these households are part of the approximately 460,000 people that are being assisted in seven provinces
of central and southern Mozambique affected by drought and floods this year.
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