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General Country Information

Africa Education Initiative Program Component(s)

    Ambassadors' Girls' Scholarship Program
    Teacher Training

Primary Language(s)

English: Official, Instruction, Instruction Grades 1-4, Instruction Grades 5-7/8

Ganda or Luganda (most widely used of the Niger-Congo languages, preferred for native language
publications in the capital and may be taught in school

English:
Sources
CIA Factbook - http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/print

Population

Total Male Female

Total 25,632,794 12,781,565 12,851,229
Under 14 13,015,460 6,528,724 6,486,736

Sources
CIA Factbook - http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/print

Ministry of Education Officials

Minister of Education
Minister of Education and Sports
Kiddu Makubuya
Embassy House and Uganda 
Development Building 
King George  Way and
on  plot 11/12 Parliamentary Avenue
P.O. Box 7063,
Kampala,
Uganda
Phone: +256-41-234451/8
kmakubuya@education.go.ug

Primary Education Coordinator
Ministry of Education
Hon. Namirembe Bitamazire
Embassy House and Uganda 
Development Building 
King George  Way and
on  plot 11/12 Parliamentary Avenue 
P.O. Box 7063,
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Kampala,
Uganda
Phone: +256-41-234451/8

U.S. Embassy

Ambassador
Jimmy Kolker
Plot 1577 Ggaba Road
P.O. Box 7007, 
Kampala,
Uganda
Phone: +256-41-233231/259791/2/3/5/ 345422
Fax: +256-41-259794

USAID

Director
USAID
Vicki L. Moore
42 Nakasero Road, Kampala, Uganda
Phone: +256-41-387387,31-387387
Fax: +256-41-387292, 31-387293
www.usaid.or.ug

Basic Education General Information

Breadth of Basic Education Activities

Length of Primary School Cycle: 7 Years
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

Early Childhood Education

Early childhood education is provided.

ECE Enrollment: 64,484

Number of ECE Institutions: 893

10% of the total school-going children had access to pre-primary education. Enrollment in
pre-primary schools is 64,484 pupils of which 32,336 are girls.
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I
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National Curriculum

A national curriculum exists.

There is a national curriculum, set by the Ministry of Education and Sports.

Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

Is primary education 'free' (legally)?

Free primary education is provided.

The main goal of Universal Primary Education (UPE), launched in 1997, is to provide the minimum
necessary facilities and resources to enable Ugandan children of school-going age (6 – 12 years) to
enter and remain in school and complete the primary cycle of education.
The policy objectives of providing UPE include the following (to be achieved by 2003): 
    •	Establishing, providing and maintaining quality education as the basis for promoting the
necessary human resources development 
    •	Transforming society in a fundamental and positive way.
    •	Providing the minimum necessary facilities and resources to enable every child to enter and
remain in school until the primary cycle of education is complete 
    •	Making education equitable in order to eliminate disparities and inequalities 
    •	Ensuring that education is affordable by majority of Ugandans. 

By aiming to achieve UPE, government would be fulfilling its mission to eradicate illiteracy while
equipping every individual with the basic skills and knowledge with which to take advantage of the
environment for both self and national development. 

The government is to impose a ceiling on possible levels of fees charged in government secondary
schools to allow more students access to secondary education. Except urban schools, which are
authorized to charge US$5 per term per pupil for utilities, no pupil should be sent away from school
for failure to pay any unauthorized charges. In addition, schools cannot charge fees for midday meals
exceeding the following: hot meals – US$5 and porridge $2.5. According to the government, pupils
have the option of carrying a packed lunch or not eating at school at all. Circulars to all government
secondary schools have been issued to this effect.   The policy is proving difficult to implement, due
to inadequate funding from government to the schools in the form of wages, capitation grants and
capital development grants.  As long as some teachers are still being paid from Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) accounts, and capitation grants from government remain as low as less than
US$0.04 per student per day, UPE will not be easy to enforce.
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I
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What are the barriers to student access and participation in basic education?

Civil war in certain parts of the country pose as a barrier to educaton.

In what ways is the education system addressing the needs of marginalized
groups? Are there special schools?

Special schools exist.

The government is to establish special schools from primary up to secondary school level for people
with disabilities in each region of Uganda. The northern and central regions are to have a special
primary school each, and the central region is to have a special secondary school by the end of
FY2003/04. Implementation started in 2003 with the construction of primary schools in Gulu and
Mukono districts. Construction of a secondary school under the "seed secondary school project" is
underway to cater for deaf students. Special Needs Education Programs have begun to include the
training of teachers in the use and teaching of sign language and Braille, creating teaching and
learning aids (already implemented in primary schools) and equipping all special schools with
specialized equipment or facilities, such as wheel chairs, wheel chair ramps, Braille kits, Braille
papers and brailing of books.
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

What is the stage of development of the education system?

    •	13,780 untrained teachers have been trained under the Teacher Development and Management
System (TDMS) program since 1995.
    •	The number of classrooms increased to 73,232, thus improving the pupil classroom ratio to 93:1.
    •	There are now 893 pre-primary schools. Enrollment in pre-primary schools is 64,484 pupils of
which 32,336 are girls.
    •	The enrollment of girls was 3,760,725 in 2003 (49.2% of total enrollment)
    •	142 secondary schools have been granted aid since 2001.
    •	17 seed schools have been constructed and teachers have been recruited for posting.
    •	16 Community Polytechnics have been established.
    •	Kyambogo University and Gulu University opened to students in 2001 and 2002 respectively.
    •	The system of admission into universities is to be decentralized, in order for every district to have
a share of qualifying students who have access to government scholarships.
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

Primary School Enrollment by Year and Grade

Year Grade Total Male Female Urban Rural

2003 Total 7,592,293 3,831,568 3,760,725
2001 Total 6,900,916
2000 Total 6,559,013
1999 Total 6,288,239
1998 Total 5,806,385
1997 Total 5,303,564

Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I
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Are there alternatives to traditional schools?

The government’s target is a secondary school and a vocational school in each sub-county,
unfortunately this will not be realized in the medium term, due to development and recurrent budget
estimates. Thus far: 
    •	16 Community Polytechnics, which will work as multi-skill training centers, have been
established. 
    •	17 seed schools have been constructed.
    •	Training institutions in health services, agriculture, tourism, and hotel management are to be
streamlined and mainstreamed in the Education Sector Plan.
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

Which approaches is the country taking to combat HIV/AIDS?

Life expectancy is estimated to have dropped to 42 years due to AIDS as the leading cause of death.
The HIV prevalence rate of Ugandans aged 15-49-years-old is 5% (2001 estimate). In 2001, the
country embarked on the World Bank-funded Multisectoral AIDS Project. Though the economy is
gradually improving, the public sector—in particular, the health-care system—is urgently in need of
additional resources to accommodate the burden of the AIDS epidemic. The government is actively
promoting public-private partnership and community involvement to enhance the national response
to HIV/AIDS and has mainstreamed HIV/AIDS in its Poverty Reduction Strategy. The budget
allocation is US$5.6 million (2001/2) and US$9.6 million (2002/3). 
Sources
unaids.org - http://www.unaids.org/en/geographical+area/by+coun

Are there political conflicts and what is the impact of these conflicts on
education?

Yes, in northern Uganda. Since 1986, northern Uganda has been racked by insurgencies. The latest
and longest of these rebellions, that of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), has devastated Acholi, an
area close to Uganda’s border with Sudan, and has now spread to the neighboring sub-regions of
Teso and Lango. No one knows for sure how many people have died, but estimates run into the tens
of thousands. The war between the LRA and the national army, the Uganda People’s Defence
Forces (UPDF) has had a negative effect on the inhabitants of northern Uganda.  

The three districts of the Acholi subregion, Gulu, Kitgum and Pader, have been particularly hard hit.
Death and disease rates are high, and food is scarce. More than 1.2 million people have been forced
to leave their homes, about 80% of Acholi’s people live in “protected villages” and camps for
internally displaced persons (IDPs), which are often overcrowded, and lack adequate water,
sanitation and health services. Devoid of any means of livelihood in the camps, a people of farmers
and cattle rearers has been reduced to near-total dependence on donated food and other
humanitarian aid.  

Education has been disrupted. Many children do not sleep at home for fear of being abducted.
Instead, they walk kilometers at the end of each day from their villages to the relative safety of towns,
where they spend the night in public buildings or on the streets. Few schools operate in the north,
and those operating are mostly in towns, which are relatively safe. LRA attacks led to the closure or
destruction of 136 out of 189 primary schools in Gulu District in 1996, according to one aid agency.
Local officials reported in 2004 that about half the schools in Kitgum and around 90% in Pader had
been closed.  
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Child abductions have long been a major feature of the conflict, but the number shot up after the
UPDF launched an offensive against the LRA in March 2002. The rebels kidnapped more than
10,000 children between June 2002 and October 2003, up from 101 in 2001. This brought the total
number abducted by the LRA since the start of the conflict to more than 20,000.

Abductees are made to carry heavy loads over long distances. Those who lag behind or fall ill are
beaten or killed. Some are forced to kill, maim, beat or abduct innocent victims, or to look on as such
abuses are committed. Sexual violence against girls and women is rampant. They are used as
domestic servants or forced into sexual slavery as LRA commanders’ "wives". They are subject to
rape, unwanted pregnancy and the risk of infection, including HIV.
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I
An Account of Life in Northern Uganda "when the su - United Nations Office for the Coordination of Huma

Are there on-going, recently completed projects relating to the following
areas?

Mitigating the Impact of HIV/AIDS on Education: In 2001, the country embarked on the World
Bank-funded Multisectoral AIDS Project. Currently, through Programme Acceleration Funds (PAF),
UNAIDS is funding five projects: 
    •	Strengthening Partnership with Parliament on HIV/AIDS Advocacy 
    •	Increased Participation of PLWHA in the National Response 
    •	Team-building among the member agencies of the UN Theme Group 
    •	Needs assessment within IDP camps 
    •	Psychosocial support to children orphaned and made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS.
UNAIDS is also involved in building capacities of NGOs and district authorities (through the
HCD/PAF proposal) in order to improve district coordination and implementation of the District
Response Initiative.

Sources
usaid.or.ug - http://www./program-overview.htm

Encouraging the Participation of Local Communities in Education: In April 2004, the Global
Campaign for Education, organized by the Forum for Education non government organizations
(NGOs) in Uganda (FENU), an umbrella network for a large number of NGOs and Teachers’ Unions
in Uganda, resulted in thousands of Ugandans telephoning the radio stations (who were promoting
the event) to inquire about how to lobby government to increase access to education. The
Enhancement of Universal Primary Education in Kampala (EUPEK) project hosted by the Kampala
City Council, organized whole-day exhibitions on best teaching practices and low cost education
materials. The entire campaign attracted over 350,000 people and encouraged the participation of
local communities in education.
Sources
Global Campaign for Education - http://www.campaignforeducation.org/country/countr
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What is the status of Muslim education?

    •	16% of the Ugandan population is Muslim
    •	There are 18 pre-primary Muslim schools.

Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

Financial Information About Education

Donor Information

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) - 2003
US$ 10,000,000
FY2003-08: Basic education

USAID - 2001
Quality primary education, especially for girls
 
HIV/AIDS interventions, especially for orphans and vulnerable children 

Sources
usaid.or.ug - http://www./program-overview.htm

Country Spending on Education  - Total Government Expenditure by Budget
Type and Year

Type Year Amount

Education Budget 2003 US$ 349,711,008
Education Budget 2002 US$ 294,798,016

Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

Teacher Training

Number of Teachers by Level

Level Number

Secondary 38,936
Primary 145,703
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Number of Primary Teachers by Gender

Total Male Female

145,703 91,424 54,279

Percentage of Primary Teachers Certified to Teach

Certified: 1995: 66%; 1996: 66%; 1997: 70%; 1998: 75%

Untrained: 1995: 4%; 1998: 33% 

Pupil/Teacher Ratio

Level Total Urban Rural

Urban:   Generally, the pupil-teacher ratios vary widely between programs with the Basic Education
in Urban Poverty Areas (BEUPA) at about 27 pupils per teacher and Alternative Basic Education for
Karamoja (ABEK) and Mumbende Non-Formal Education (MNFE) at about 54 pupils per teacher. On
average, the programs have about 40 pupils per teacher.

Sources
beps.net - www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

What are the barriers to teacher sufficiency?

    •	The Budget of the Ministry of Education and Sport (MOES) is too small to pay teachers a living
wage.
    •	The process of recruiting teachers is too long and complex, involving 17 steps and four
Ministries. Although recruitment has been decentralized, Districts Service Commissions have not
been able to recruit in time for the opening of the school year.
    •	Teachers` salary arrears in most districts are significant. These conditions discourage qualified
teachers from taking ( or keeping) their positions.
    •	There is an acute delay in payroll access. About 14% of teachers serving in 4,000 government
–aided schools are not yet on the payroll.
    •	There is a very high wastage rate of over 40% at Primary Teachers Colleges (PTCs) Pre-service
training programs at these 45 colleges graduate about 9,000 teacher candidates each year. But this
number would be much higher if more students passed their exams after two years. Those who don’t
pass either drop out or repeat, clogging the system.
    •	The quality of tutors, especially pre-service tutors, is poor, and the morale of those not yet on
payroll is low.
    •	Instructional materials are inadequate. Most of the better pre-service tutors were attracted to the
in-service program introduced by the Teacher Development and Management System (TDMS) in
1992, leaving pre-service training especially weak.
    •	In addition to recruitment and training challenges, MOES continues to struggle with deployment
issues, one being, attracting teachers to disadvantaged rural areas. 
    •	The Institute for Teacher Training at Kyambogo (ITEK) which is responsible for the quality of
teacher training is not working closely with the MOES`s department of Teacher Training. This is
further complicated by the acute shortage of staff in MOES.
    •	Although MOES has developed the TDMS with a view to improving teachers` performance in the
classroom, much remains to be done before teachers and administrators can receive adequate
training and support.
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    •	Many of the teachers still do not know how to make the best use of limited instructional materials
or to use other effective teaching methods.
    •	MOES is in dire need of assistance in using the former TDMS channels which has now been
integrated into the Ministry, for improving teachers’ performance in the classroom.
Sources
beps.net - www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

What is the design of pre-service teacher training programs?

Holders of Ordinary Level qualification
Sources
beps.net - www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

What is the design of in-service teacher training programs?

Holders of Ordinary Level certificate.

Complementary Basic Education (CBE) Programs take on substantial teacher training functions.
Most of the training is due to the additional qualifications required of CBE instructors or Universal
Primary Education (UPE) teachers. They must be trained in non-formal education methods, in
community development skills and in management skills.

CBE instructors, in general are members of the communities in which they teach. They are expected
to be effective in mobilizing the community and in integrating the school into community goals.
Sources
beps.net - www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

Number of Teacher Training Institutions. Names and Addresses of Prominent
Institutions

General

Contact(s):

Makerere University
P.O. Box 7062, Kampala, Uganda
Phone: +256-41-532631-4/540436
http://www.makerere.ac.ug/welcome/

Busoga University
Entebbe Road, Entebbe, Uganda        
P.O. Box 154
Iganga
Uganda.
Phone: + 256-43-242502
Fax: +256-43-242345
adminbusogauniversity@gyename.com
www.busogauniversity.gyename.co.uk
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Science

Contact(s):

Mbarara University of Science and Technology
P O Box 1410 Mbarara, Uganda
Phone: +256-485-20632
Fax: +256-485-20782
http://www.must.ac.ug/

Kyambogo University
P.O. Box 01, Kyambogo, Uganda
Phone: +256-41-220464/222643
www.kyambogo.ac.ug/

Technical

Contact(s):

Mbarara University of Science and Technology
P O Box 1410
Mbarara,
Uganda
Phone: + 256-485-20632
Fax: + 256-485-20782
http://www.must.ac.ug/

Kyambogo University
P.O. Box 01, Kyambogo, Uganda
Phone: + 256-41-285001/2/ 285211/3/222935
Fax: + 256-41-220464/222643
www.kyambogo.ac.ug/

Early Childhood Education

Contact(s):

Makerere University
P.O. Box 7062,
Kampala,
Uganda
Phone: +256-41-532631-4/540436
http://www.makerere.ac.ug/welcome/

Busoga University
Entebbe Road Entebbe                 
P.O. Box 154
Iganga,
Uganda
Phone: +256-43-242502
Fax: +256-43-242345
adminbusogauniversity@gyename.com
www.busogauniversity.gyename.co.uk
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Other

Contact(s):

Kampala International University
P.O. Box 25454,
Kampala,
Uganda
Phone: +256-4- 258219
http://www.must.ac.ug/
Sources
institutions.africadatabase.org - http://institutions.africadatabase.org/data/i17274

Minimum Requirements for Teacher Training Recruitment

General
Ordinary Level Certificate

Science
Ordinary Level Certificate

Technical
Ordinary Level Certificate

Early Childhood Education
Ordinary Level Certificate but in some cases, non-holders of Ordinary Level certificate who have
taught under the UPE are admitted.
Sources
beps.net - www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

How is the assignment to schools done?

Districts Education Officers (DEOs) are responsible, in conjunction with communities, for the delivery
of primary education, while the MOES’s role has shifted to become one of policymaking, investment
management, and quality assurance. Through the District Service Commission, each district recruits
and assigns primary school teachers although payment of teachers’ salaries remains a central
responsibility.
Sources
beps.net - www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

Starting Salary for Teachers

Public Schools: US$ 29

Teachers are generally paid US$ 29 per month with no additional benefits. This pay is about half of
what regular UPE teachers are currently being paid i.e. US$ 40 per month.

Sources
Cost Evaluation of Complementary Basic Education Programs in Uganda -
www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C
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Are there programs for the professional development and support of head
teachers and school administrators?

Programs for professional development of teachers exist.

In 1992, MOES developed the Teacher Development and Management System (TDMS) with a view
to improving teachers` and administrators’ performance. This has become part of the institutional
framework

Are working conditions sufficiently competitive to attract and retain quality
teachers?

In spite of the Ministry of Public Service`s effort to pay teachers on time, salary arrears in most
districts are significant. There is an acute delay in payroll access. About 14% of teachers serving in
4,000 government-aided schools are not yet on the payroll. All these conditions discourage qualified
teachers from taking (or keeping) their position.
Sources
Cost Evaluation of Complementary Basic Education Programs in Uganda -
www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

Stability of Teachers

Policy on Teacher Transfer/Assignment
Through the District Service Commission, each district recruits and assigns primary school teachers,
although payment of teachers` salaries remains a central responsibility.
Sources
beps.net - www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

Girls' Education

What are the primary reasons for girls' low enrollment and completion rates?

    •	Cultural barriers – parents traditionally believe that girls do not need an education because they
are going to get married.
    •	Home based barriers – parents keep girls at home to do household chores.
    •	Schools have to change - to be more child friendly, especially more girl-friendly (i.e. have
facilities such as separate toilets).
    •	More female teachers are needed to encourage girls to stay in school.

Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I
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What is the policy on pregnancy?

For Girls':
Policies exclude pregnant or new mothers from attending school.
Sources
unicef.org - www.unicef.org/girlseducation/Uganda_2003_(w.corre

Is there evidence of curriculum revision?

General
The curriculum is rigid and lacks clearly articulated quality learning outcomes, competencies, and
assessment criteria.  Classrooms are still characterized by gender insensitive, non-participatory, and
non-interactive methodologies.

Innovative teaching practices
Many schools are designing programs not only to attract girls, but to also keep them until they
complete their studies. At Taibah primary and secondary school, "`We have a personal development
curriculum which teaches self-awareness and communication skills and covers matters of sex, AIDS,
infatuation and use of contraceptives," says Education Director Mariam Luyombo. "As a result, we
hardly have any girl who doesn`t complete school."

What are the reforms most likely to stimulate the enrollment and persistence
of girls in school?

The constitution of Uganda guarantees equal rights to men and women, but some parents and the
community have to be educated to ensure that girls go to school and actually remain there.

Suggested USAID support 
    •	Improve the physical health and safety conditions of schools (example: latrines and/or clean
water)
    •	Separate latrines for girls and boys
    •	Regulations that stop teachers’ sexual advances to students
    •	Treating malnutrition and poor health problems of primary school children
    •	Treat nutritional deficiencies and health problems with treatments delivered at school or in
cooperation with schools, for example, vitamin A dosages, immunizations, and  school feeding
    •	Change pupil’s health and safety behaviors (such as HIV/AIDS prevention behaviors) through
strategic interventions that combine instruction, social marketing, and needed supplies for example,
curriculum units, radio dramas, and availability of condoms.

Sources
dec.org - www.dec.org/pdf_docs/PDABS954.pdf
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I
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Are schools safe for girls? What is the most common threat to the safety of
schoolgirls?

Sexual assault and corporal punishment are the most common threats.
Sources
unicef.org - www.unicef.org/girlseducation/Uganda_2003_(w.corre

Is there evidence of reforms to reduce the cost of schooling?

Evidence of reforms to reduce the cost of schooling exist.

School fees were abolished since the implementation of Universal Primary Education in 1997.  
Sources
econ.worldbank.org - http://www.econ.worldbank.org/files/28001_uganda.p
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I

Teaching and Learning Resources

Are textbooks free?

No. Parents pay for text books for their children. In some cases NGOs and the government provide
text books to some learners.

Sources
adeanet.org - www.adeanet.org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.p

Are teaching guides and other resources available?

Teaching guides are available.

The Complementary Basic Education Programs use textbooks for teaching. In addition, other
learning materials are often used such as posters, drawings and flash cards. 
Sources
Cost Evaluation of Complementary Basic Education Programs in Uganda -
www.beps.net/publication/COST%20EVALUATION%20OF20C

What are the mechanisms for development/distribution of teaching and
learning material?

Development
In 1995, the government of Uganda formulated the National Book Policy with a view to liberalizing
supply and procurement as well as systemizing the vetting of books and instructional materials. A
vetting committee that includes all major stakeholders was set up to select books and to ascertain
their suitability.

Sources
adeanet.org - www.adeanet.org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.p
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Perception of Adequacy of Learning Resources

Learning materials are generally insufficient. As of 1999, although the Instruction Materials Unit (IMU)
of the MOES had purchased and delivered over 4 million textbooks to 8,500 state-aided schools, as
well as 800,000 supplementary readers. However, there were still six learners per textbook.
Sources
adeanet.org - www.adeanet.org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.p

To what extent is information communication technology available/used in
basic education?

ICT Available
As of 2000, Uganda had:
    •	 Two Internet Service Providers, 100,000 Internet users, 2,242 Internet hosts
    •	 55,000 main telephone lines, 393,300 mobile cellular users
    •	 Two short wave, 7 AM and 33 FM Radio broadcast stations
    •	 Eight television broadcast stations, 500,000 televisions.

Generally, communication is seriously inadequate, two cellular systems have been introduced, but a
sharp increase in the number of main lines is essential; e-mail and Internet services are available.
There is intercity traffic by wire, microwave radio relay, and radiotelephone communication stations,
fixed and mobile cellular systems for short-range traffic.
Sources
CIA Factbook - http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/print

Description of Transportation Systems and Projected Improvements

As of 2002, Uganda had:
    •	1, 241 kilometer of railroad of which 1,241 was narrow gauged and 1.000 meter gauged
    •	A total of 27,000 kilometer of highway with 1, 809 paved and 25,191 unpaved
    •	Seven waterways namely: Lake Victoria, Lake Albert, Lake Kyoga, Lake George, Lake Edward,
Victoria and Albert Nile
    •	Three ports and harbors namely: Entebbe, Jinja and Port Bell and three merchant ships
    •	27 airports, four with paved runways and 23 with unpaved runways. 
Sources
CIA Factbook - http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/print
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Community Participation in Basic Education

In what ways is the community involved in basic education?

Paying fees
Parents pay fees for their children

Provision of labor
Local authorities and communities supply inputs, especially in the form of labor for construction; the
payment of teachers’ salaries; and the training of teachers

Preparation of food
Communities assist NGOs like the World Food Programme in providing school meals to learners.

Serving in committees for school development, PTA
Communities serve in committees for school development, PTA either in the recruitment and
payment of teachers` salaries, or the provision of labor and an advisory to the school administration.

Recruitment of Teachers
Local authorities and communities recruit and pay teachers` salaries.
Sources
adeanet.org - www.adeanet.org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.p
Summary information on Uganda organizations in Female Education - http://www.femshuleni.org/studies/uganda/inventor.

What is the level of community participation vs. government share of social
and financial responsibility for basic education?

A key feature of the UPE policy adopted by the government of Uganda (GOU) in 1993 is its holistic
nature. In order to achieve the UPE objectives, GOU committed itself to providing the following:
tuition fees for four children per family; instructional materials in the form of textbooks; basic physical
facilities in the form of classrooms, laboratories; libraries and teachers` houses. This was done
through the provision of iron sheets, cement, timber and nails. Local authorities and communities
were expected to supply additional inputs, especially in the form of labor for construction; the
payment of teachers’ salaries; and the training of teachers.

Sources
adeanet.org - www.adeanet.org/programs/biennial99/en_synthesis.p

Are NGOs and civil society involved in education? What role do they play?
Who are they?

NGOs and civil society are involved in education.

Yes. The following NGOs are involved in education Forum for African Women Educationists-Uganda
(FAWEU); Alliance for Community Action on Female Education;   Feed the children; Inter Aid
Uganda; European Development Fund; Uganda Association of University Women; Compassion
International Uganda; Action for Development (ACFODE); Action Aid; OXFAM; Friends of Children
Association (FOCA); Christian Children Fund;  World Food Programme (WFP); Hugh Pilkington
Charitable Trust; Redd Barna Uganda and St. Eliza Foundation. 
FAWEU seeks to bridge gaps that negatively impact on girls` education, such as rural, urban and
gender gaps. It has initiated a scholarship program for needy but bright girls from disadvantaged
regions, in particular. This includes orphans and handicapped girls who are assisted through high
school and a few through university. FAWEU has also initiated a role model project to motivate,
encourage and mentor girls to excellence. Through the Models of Excellence and Women of
Distinction Project, FAWEU has raised role modeling and mentoring of girls to a unique level in
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Uganda.
 
    •	Alliance for Community Action on Female Education raises community awareness on girls’
education.
    •	Feed the Children reaches young children in primary schools and communities and assists them
in education, skills health and provide means by which communities can develop sustainable future
for their children.
    •	Inter Aid Uganda pays for education of children of refugees.
    •	European Development Fund funds building of schools.
    •	The Uganda Association of University Women works with other NGOs in order to meet
girls’/women’s growing need for education, through information dissemination, advocacy, research
and provision of services.
    •	Compassion International Uganda provides learning opportunities for life skills (academic and
vocational) like training, construction of latrines and water tanks.
    •	Action Aid carries out campaigns on non-formal education and focusing on school drop outs.
    •	OXFAM implements programs aimed at affording sufficient food, health services, education, or
flights to places of refuge from conflicts.
    •	FOCA trains children in vocational trade skills, numeracy and literacy classes on issues such as
AIDS, rights of children, hygiene and sanitation.
    •	Christian Children’s Fund offers small grants, pays school fees and constructs school. So far, it
has constructed 26 schools. 
    •	WFP prepares meals to thousands of children and promotes the improvement of educational
facilities and provide textbooks.
    •	Hugh Pilkington Charitable Trust provides education for refugees.
    •	Redd Barna Uganda carries out activities in the domains of advocacy for children’s rights and
improving access to and quality in basic education.
    •	St. Eliza Foundation carries out technical and vocational training aimed at sensitizing girls,
parents, guardians and the public.
Sources
Summary information on Uganda organizations in Female Education - http://www.femshuleni.org/studies/uganda/inventor.
Women of Uganda Network - http://www.wougnet.org/Awards/sarahntiro.html

Impact of HIV/AIDS on Basic Education

Is there provision for the education of orphans and vulnerable children?

There is provision for education of orphans and vulnerable children.

No information was found on provision by the Uganda government; however, the USAID/Uganda
Program Strategic Objectives focuses on quality primary education, for children ages six to 14,
especially girls, and HIV/AIDS interventions, with an increased focus on orphans and vulnerable
children.
Sources
UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_I
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