MALAWI AGROFORESTRY EXTENSION PROJECT:
INDIVIDUAL SUCCESS STORIES FROM FARMERS

October HHX2

AGROFORESTRY AND SOIL CONSERVATION

Mr Samison Bandg, 48, from Mchimpn RDP wm hssungs
bepcticiaries of Agroforestry and Scil Comservation Practices wath
MAFE Project. He manages his farm together with fus sister and twy

He siarted farming in 1979 but did not follow proper | sk 3 i
though his Held hies on a hill slope. As g result, nidges and crops were oflen washed
away by heavy storms. "1 mw} to plant three o four tzme s every year herase
were broken and crops were washed away by rain water” He said <c9§¢2’4x sy,
size of my land decreased every vear My field was cut by g

and wider every vear” Subse ;umti , his erop vields .&:imiei droprang irome
am‘i poverty levels rose.
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Life had no direction. Later iy 1993, agricolure field staff from Mehingt RDP traimed
hity and other farmers m better hmx:i husbandry and agroforestry practives. i?zo et
vear he put his ridges on comtour, made box and tied nidges and planted ven
He alse started practicing Tephrosia Undersowing and Dproved Fallows, ,
he planted Faidherbia albicdke trees on about half of s five-aore piece of fand. Siwe
he '\*tar*ied p;'ar*icincr qm‘% *zd wates comﬁrm‘zm Breasts TR

iy have
sign v;hmmh zmpm v trom «’c,;)frfuniﬁ leaves. Be.siae.. }*:r; I mgz’&«rﬁ it athida rees

now have grown big encugh 1o contribute towards soif fertility unprovement
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TREE PLANTING

Mr John Zuzen Mpondaja s smai
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“Since 1 started harvesting from this plantation, 1 am glad o e
problem of poles for farm construction. § just go behim
need.” remarked Mr. Mponda, When he has o mone x %;V 2
feel very good each ume 1 sx}?' wood 1o others, s
spent on buving woud from ethers before | {“iaﬁ?t”’i 1

“1 have planted some Faidherdia aibida trees with o
from ieai fall In addition to trees, | bave planted vetiver gra
'm my f lid s,” &dld Mr Mponda. He has also observed J_ Pl ito %:-»
{imx-* ‘13 %} e ‘zrees 7 said his wife They are very thankiul 1o M/
legacy of tree planting 1t has in the village.
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Homestewd tree planting for fuel coud poles

DIMBA IRRIGATION
Story 1:
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jareck are frrigation farmers using the treadle pump within the

Total LandCare Impact Area at Kendekeza "iff‘i'ifiag@ Buli Site. Although this i the
first season of using the treadle pump, they have already realized many

Firstly, they thgnk the organization for making the pumps svatlable and pr
training.  With the pumps they are able 1o imgate a f}?gger mece of I
shorter time than whern they were using watering cans. "My crops are growing muct
faster because T give them enough water with the pump,” said Mrs {reen Jarek
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Story 2:

AMr. Ntabem lere 1 a farmer based at Ephangwens Villige neas B

Mzimba South. He was given g wreadle pump a 'y mput pack Dy ;

cﬁm undergoing tramng m imgation ergamzed by MAFE/TLC salt in b
Ar. Jere previously used zudmt ary methods of | unua:wt £y QTR

verv fimited scale. After exposure to the treadle pump technn

suﬁzczem in maize as well a3 vegetables.

(
A7
(44

He savs of the technology “1 am able fo do things on my own, and srow 2 omps of
maize under wrigation. The first orop s piam:&u s May whach | harv
at Fmbangwent trading center. The second oae s planted in July
dry and wsed for food when myv muive stocks start o decl ;
ecember. | hive in an arca that has sever recerved shm){)r* fromm aomw fu nd
projects, and for this reason, most households depend o icjm;a.i
relatives Biving n wwns. For me, this technology has devatad my sia
since I am no longer dependent on relatives and others for food ?ufzh TIROTE,
traning I received from MAFE/TLOC has ensbled me to adapt the
improve water distribution”

{hinese leaf and maize in Mr Jere s dimba

Story 3

My Samson L Modayvi is s smaltholder farmer based st Kambews
Lilonpwe West, TA Malili The farmer was evp( ed 1o treadle pump Y
“ chab §“”""L§ fast vear Th
hepefited lom a i'wzr of MK3 4004 armer which incliuded 8 treadle pump and an
pack. Due 1o the severe food orisis in the village, this farmer decided 1o LW TAITS
during the month of August 2002
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He 1z excited about s soelievements, He
with approximately 20,000 cobs "I 1 &
price of MEKS/cob, Twill mabe an income of ME I
since § used only 3 hags of fornlizer t{tn:a,iié.;; BAR
farmaly labowr valped gt abowut BAK 20,000
he says smiling as his wife i-{w 8 at bim owith sal
keep the maize 1o dry the 4“ ¢t o harvest
bags Can this not take O May 2
vitlage ‘mw«., access to this egi i
think so




