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'tALA'VI AGR()f'()RESl'R\" EXTENSI()N PR()JE(:l';

lNDl\TOtAl SUCCESS STORIES FROM FAR\lFRS

Ot:tober 20'02

ACROFORESTRY ANn SOIL CONS£RVA'nO,N

\lr Sarnison Banda, 48, hom \lchinji RDt> in KJ:,;unpJ .-\DD is nn{' (:,f ;h(
beneficiaries of .A.groforc'Stry and Sol! Conservation Practice'S v.it h as:'htil.nCe fr<.m1
\lAFE Projrct He manages his farm together \v!lhhis siskr and tAU nt:phev,'s

fl d"" 1(:"'" b . dOd • l! ..', . -l .,'r: e startel tanmng in l) /9 .ut i 1 nm 10 0\>,' prop(~r!aI10 illL-.t,an(lry Iecnmques (\'('n
though his fidd lies on a hill slope..As a result, ridges and CfOPS ?·{en'. often v..asb:"d
J\vay by heavy storms "I US(>{J to plani lhf{~e to fouT timt:$ every year becau9..'~ ridges.
v,eTl'. broken and crops Vicre "'lashed i'n",'ay by rain w'atcr" He said regretl':lhly, "1h('
size ,-')1' rny land deerease-·d ("very year \1y field \\:<'1$ cut hy gullics \\h:.chgrt"'{ deep;;:\"
and \\,:iderevery year." Subsequently, his crop yidds :'>w.ned drc>pping tremendGk<~Y

and poverty revels rose.

Life had no dire<2tion Later in 1993, agriculture field slaff from \-lchinjr RDP u'-ain~~d

him and other f~mners in better land husbandry and agrotz)festry pnH;tices. Tlw ~~·iW1e

ye,ar he put his ridges on contour, made hox and tit~d ridges ,md rbnte.d vdiver g.rass
He also started practicing Tephmsj{,l UnderstHving a:nd 11Tlproved F<.~.Ho'<v,,;. in 1994,
he planted Faidherbht aibida trees on about half of his thc-acre piec{~ of iand. Sifl~~(:

he started prarticing soil ,and Vi<l.ter 'conservation measun>,siwdagmHvcstry
techniques, soil loss bas decreased lfcmendo-usJy, and soil strucrure and fertility have
,,;ignific.andy improvcd from TephroSif.l leaves Besides that, hHdherbia alNda tret::$
now have grown big enoughw contribute tov,'lird::; soil f't~fliEtv irnofovemem

.....- ...... oW .·t
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"No,;;v I harvest enough v'iA.h i:ttk or no ch:f;rrucal ., txplained\-1r Banda
with a big smile on hi~, E).ce:\J:,i garden pmt,ef</cs ·o·,,··.·v·· .. ,·, nloisturc throughout tlk;

year even ','.;hen then;; are ~:;;;elb. Usua.Hy 1 ()rn~::'::.::~:)ers(\n tc; suffer fron:')
drought in the (;atchnl~~nt/:' hc!::ow:t<:;d ,1~30 :'\;·d'Nood limn !ipfw().,:;j{i
stems, pesticides [torn the k;:;;;>::5. evcn cash afLer 9:Hing :'.:>J::::.~:':::; Tephros?o seed. He
made K4,500.00 fl'om this Yi.:;;:;,r' ':: ~:::Jes "Vlith this nH.:ne::'m3!1aged to buy TJJ.:'N

clothes for D"':.Y t~trnily:. d H<>c-d r .;:?dic~.~ 3.!:1::::t rVd) ~:~ag\:·

remarked. "\Vhen! am grow~ng. dry S,:il:,on dirnbil
my crops," he concluded.

This f<lJmer has presen/ed i.H:::!igcnous. t·t~e;:, a1,-:·(;';(; his H..W)-o,:>"OiXi 3nd poles.
The trees aJso reduce rain-dg·,? ·;rr:~.nct on \b.~ :,oiL:: v';~';idl .. ::.::....." ...;..."'.""" :;'iater run-·off

TREE PLANTING

Mr John ZuzenMponda i", a snnll.holderbrf1'wl' fi{;:,y~k':'.'H(k~kezaViilag;;., i.n Libngv,'e
ADD. Kendekeza \/lUag;;.: is a Total L.i1.ndCa.re fmpJ,,·j::'\:·'i.'<lHe ¥J0'W3 tobacco.
groundnuts, maize ;~nd ~~v/eet potatOes hr fi);yj nndGa::;h year he has embarked
on dimba f;~rming using truvlkpurnp ':nigation

Fc'r '::l lena time he ne"i,'r ~'''T:i'''h~ the j';">::>{l Fir n!nm+':;;';:"i'u".nt;l h: ·'+lde··j far:in o.' (. ) -)J ,- - .. ';; '. ,.. :-'.. . ..... '... ~...... ~... ',' .... , .•.. ~.... '-'. ::.. "'>--'. ""-'~'.:' -•• '. ', ........ .;..... ~ :... ::>.,,) .~ .... ,... ~.~

;:,ent"· shortao'e<: of fl ;~,l w(>·r,d ;·~,'·k" f(;:' <,:,-;::H;::'-:wtion '::Co:::""::; inna J n-<edicine n-nrkip;"~ '"' - .":; ''>.' . - ' ..'" .': _~ ~. t.... . A.· ....... •.•.•..~.~:O,/ J. ' .. ' 0" ~.•...•.•. ,•••.••.. ' - .• -'--'-.. ...o'... - "0

farm boundaries, and no,nestend planting ':J used to Jk:t of money on wooi.L"
he said. He soon crnbarked un tree pkn6ng aloundhis hc:;::;:::::~/'ud and fann 1aml



"Since I started harvesting trorn this plam~ti()n, I am glad to rqxxt 1hat ! ha\'e no
'f ! 'I" f' . j' . b .. ~, , . 1prot}iem ot po es tor arm con~lnK~tl(.m . J.U~l go etr!l1{l my WA1-;e arh} (ut ttK trees .l

need:' remarked \lr Mponda. When he has no money. he sdls snrne of hlS \~O(::d."1

{cd very gom1 each ume 1 sell 'NoodlO others It is likt~ 1 get hack my money :,:;,ldch i
spent on buying \.\'ood from others btfore I plant~xl rnvown tree,s. ,.'

";1 have planted some Faidhi:'tbia aibidn tf(,6 with my aops toirllpn.)"e scd fcrtdity
f ' f'{'I"1 dd" r~ I d '. . . .....rom lea iii In a;ltlOn to trees, l. llave p~ante vet1ver grass t<) reduce Vi;m'r nH10H
in my fields," sa.id M.r Mponda. He has abn (Jbserved thM trees help bring more rain.
h \vas interesting to bear lll{~ remark:, "We are g'Jing hungry today because \ve ;;;:ut

dOVd1 all the trees," said his v'iife They are very thanktllI 10 l\tAFE Pro.wet fbr the
legat}' of tree planting it has in the viHage.

Home,wead tree plantmg.lorfuef f.mdpnies

DIMBA IRRIGATION

Story 1:

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jar~k are irrigation farmers. using the treadle fHJmV w:ithin the
Total LandCare Impact An::a at KendekezaViHag;e, Huh Site. Although this is the
first season of us/nit the treadle r,Unlj;, the\' have alread realized ma.rl',: ht.~.nents..... .t-' ,'" ..

Firstly: they thank theorgani7..atlon fbrmaking the pumps availahle and providing
trainirw.. \Vith the Dumps they aTe able to irrigate <t bjs)s)cr Diece of land in ;} lm.lch

.... 1... ~ '_. OZ:- J.-

shorter time than when they wen~ using \'\:atering (:ans "!\lycrops are gJo\ving mu;::h
faster hec<ltisc 1give them enough \vater with the pump," said \ifs lreen Jarek



Secondly, they are expeGt1ng <: lot c,ffmanci,d g;;;;inc,h":Fn
tomalOes, "We win hav{:k}~At and cash at~he tin)(:
village::;," said J\{r::; !reeJl JarecL

~n.aize~ ~·/egetab~e;; a.r:<i
people suffer in tb;;

Thirdly, Mrs Jared said, '1 an, very happy \\itb di::nba (,,':<);)i), ',;"j:;' :;vith a tiT;:ldk pump
The progJam has encouraged my husband to q)cnd n":>:;:: timev'iith rne'Ncrking
in the dirnba, instead of drjnk(ng~>'iith),1S f,'K!"xL "'dso cbim:, that peopk
in the village respect them n.v the burnper crop a period \/yhen then:
are acute shon-ages of bod.

A1r anillvirs ,hJreck ',:, dimba.: cabb<.Ji-::es, lwan.::: (ind ?fwize ohm'e;
tomatoes alid maue helm;'



Story 2;

\lr Ntabeni Jere is a f~l.rmer based at Ephangv,eni \'jllagr:. near Embang'\f..'nin
Mzimba South. He was given a treadle pump and input pack by {Yj(' of hishGth~J'~~'

after underQoing training inin'illation ofl!aniled bv MAFE/TLC staff in .ltdv 2C/} 1...... "-.. ...... ....... ,,-.' ..' .-'

\lr Jere previously used rudinwnta:ry method:-; of irrigation 1.0 gmw vegetables ~)n a
ver:v limited scale After exposure tCl tiw treadle pump kehnology. hf..' i~~, nov.,: sf..<H­
5utticient in maize as we!.! as vegetable;,;

He says of the technology"] am able to do thinus on rnv own, and grrnv 2 <:n;ps of. ......, .... .., ..... .
maize under irrigation. The first crop is planted in \fay \vhich I harvest green and :-;{"~H

at Embang\.wni trading c~enter. Tilt' second nn(~ is planted in July \vhi;;:h is !urH~sted

dry and used {br food \vhen my maize stocks start to dedine from NovcmheI­
De(~ember. I live in an area that has never ree.e.i\:ed support frorn donor funded
proji.'X'ts, and for this reason, most households dt~pend un donations H-rHn r:ht~ir

re.latives E-ving in to\"'l1S. For me, this technology has elevated my status in fht~ village
since I am no longer dependem on relatives and othi.~f5 for fond Furthermore, dw
training I received from MAFEfTLC has enabled. me to adapt the tec!lnok£:y to
improve \v,Her distribution"

('hinese let4and maize in Afr Jere \ dimbu

Story 3

\lr Samson LModayi is a smal1holdd farmer based at Kambewil village Hl
LlJonpw West, TA Matili The t~1rrner was exposed to treadk pump irrigiltion in

7nn 1 f·f;> I' <; {}"'i'~ l' (} t"'I'r";>r<; nt' K'iI1,t\<>,v;> t'arn');'l' "" :',hlb ·t·;-·':'nv·'...·j i ,,<;, "'f''';>'' ·T"'~·"'" i'nh.--'__.' '\.....~illo..· l'v .or;>. .I.J ' 0;,..;.. {.'-.l·""ot ..•: " (,.." '" "I._~""_ {{~·.. t }- 4-... .••- , ~._.

benefiled fiom a loan of\lK3AO(),t~irmer which in\:.luded a tr,~adk' purnp and i"ill input
pack. Due 10 th, s.evere food crisis in the village, this fanm~r decided to gnY,v nH:Hle

during the month of August 2002



He is excited about his adriel/ern.ents. IJe ha~; f.;JO\\rJ on ar; ,vea of 0.207 h?l,
with approximately 20,000 {:nhs ''If J: dN:lde V'· :;:fll rn:'i.ize green at the !ower
price of J\,'1K5!cob" 1 vilE JIlab: an inwITl(M.Kl ~viH be abrge proDt
since 1 used only 3 hags of fertilizer wtaHing ~\rK4;UnO:;n:};.xe seed at ~;,fK500 mld
family labour valued at aboutMK20,Onn. 11K: rf:it you CdHC.i,kul.ak for yourselves"',
he says smiling as his wife looks mhiln with sati~;;factio:': he goes em to say. "If1
keep the maiz.e to dry tht~n 1. can expect to h"'I",.:est not th~l.n tv../enty ..f(}ur 50 kg
• (' , ' k .,. , " ~ '; '&;; ?' , .. " "." l {' "'~, 1""oags Am tms not ta e my tanHlj ::0 hpr:;;/P,lily };;U,':;,; ot Lie: llouse 'l01(15 1n my
village have access to this technology, \'>':11 \;'/e :Jiil 1:w taking of rdii.:::f f(.md? .... I do not
think SO"',


