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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

I. INTRODUCTION

As part of its commitment to achieving long-tenm sustainability of its communication
and education objectives under the Egyptian Environmental Policy Program (EEPP),
the Academy for Educational Development (AED) developed a partnership with the
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Unit at the Egyptian Environmental Affairs
Agency (EEAA) and the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs (MSEA). The
intention of this partnership is to enhance the skills and abilities of NGOs in the field
of environmental communication and education by developing and carrying out
capacity building interventions in Egypt's main geographical regions.

In preparation for a series of regional workshops, a two-day follow-up workshop was
conducted in the town of Fayed in Ismailia Governorate. It was building on a
previous three-week Capacity Building Institute (CBI) organized for NGOs in Cairo
and Ras Sudr; and in South Sinai, July-August 2001 during Tranche I of the EEPP
program. The main goal of the two-day practicum was to reunite the NGOs that
participated in last year's CBI workshop in order to assess their progress in
environmental and educational efforts. This appraisal exercise will enable the design
of a work plan for the regional workshops in question based on a dear knowledge of
the NGOs' needs and recommendations.

D. ORGANIZERS

The following parties collaborated in the management and execution of the CBI
follow-up workshop held from 13 to 15 August 2002.

The Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)
• Mr. Hussein Imam
• Ms. Amal Taha
• Ms. Hind EI-5ayed

The Academy for Educational Development (AED)
• Dr. Hassan Abu Bakr
• Ms. Neveen Abushadi
• Ms. Magda Gomaa
• Dr. Hala Adel
• Mr. Aly 5amir
• Ms. Rasha Mostafa

m. TARGET GROUP

The selection of participants was based on the following criteria:
• Having participated in the CBI of Tranche I (July-August 2001)
• Being a new and active NGO in the field of environment and development
• Being enthusiastic about offering and exchanging experiences
• Being a good team player

C \WINDO\\SI:>esklop\b.ecutnc swnm~ dt.x
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The total number of participants were twenty-six. Please refer to the endosec :able
of participants for details on NGOs main activities and contact numbers.

IV. OBJECTIVES

• To appraise the progress achieved by last year's CBI participants
• To present and exchange experiences in the form of reports, videos, CDs and

publication materials
• To invite representatives from donor agencies to present their eXperiences

and success stories
• To create a solid network between the different NGOs and to designate

persons responsible for its management
• To agree on the organization of five regional workshops based on Egypfs five

main geographical regions
• To discuss the main environmental and development issues specific to eaC"l

region
• To collect information on the environmental problems in the different

governorates in order to lobby the government towards the required cha-ges

V. VISITORS AND GUEST SPEAKERS

Please refer to the agenda of the workshop for names of visitors and guest speakers
and for topics presented.

VI. SUMMARY OF PARTICIPANTS' VERBAl EVAlUATION

Participants claimed that the workshop was of great interest. They expressed a
great deal of pride and enthusiasm when presenting their success stories and
stressed on the positive impact of last year's CBI workshop on their present lObs.
They believed that the workshop was held in a friendly environment and that it
involved highly motivated participants. Moreover, participants appreciated the
feeling of joint responsibility generated by group work and the drive to achieve that
resulted from this reunion.

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PARTICIPANTS

• To expand and strengthen the existing NGOs network by encouraging the
involvement of other old and new NGOs active in the field of environfT'ent
and development

• To develop an agreed upon holistic work plan and work style for a successful
partnership between NGOs

• To hold one preparatory meeting for each of the anticipated regional
workshops facilitated by members of AED staff
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• To organize the following regional workshops:

1. North Coast Region: North Sinai { Port Said { Damietta !

Dakahlia{ Kafr EI Sheikh { Alexandria { Matrouh i Ismailia i Fayum

Nilin issues. River pollution i Coastline erosion /Biodiversity/
Environmental Management of Northern lakes
Tentative dille. 29-31 October 2002

•
2. Middle Delta Region: Sharkiya { Gharbeya { Monoufia { Behera

• Nilin issues. High population density { Intensive agriculture /
excessive use of chemicals in agriculture
Tentativedille. 14-16 January 2003

•
3. Southern Delta region: Cairo { Giza { Qalyoubia

• Nilin issues: Air pollution { Solid waste management
Tentativedille. 29-31 December 2002

• 4. Upper Egypt (Northern region): Beni suef / Minya { Assiyut /
Suhag {Qena

• Nilin issues: Agricultural land scarcity { Irrigation water
Tentativedille. 17-19 December 2002

• 5. Upper Egypt (Southern region): Luxor / Aswan / Wadi EI Gedid

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Nilin issues: Tourism & Environment / Sand dunes {water
scarcity
Tentative dille. 28-30 September 2002

• To produce a detailed report at the end of the five regional NGO worIcshops
that can be referred to for similar interventions in the future. This report will
include:

::; Main issues and problems faced
::; Types of projects undertaken
" Level of cooperation obtained
G Beneficiaries and affected population
::; New skills acquired
o Suitability of work environment
o Suitability of project funding

• To come up with a list of recommendations based on these regional
workshops to be presented to high-level government officials

• To design an institutional and legal strategy for the sustainability of NGOs
meetings and interventions in the field of environment and development
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CAPACITY BUILDING INSTITUTE
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP

AGENDA OF WORKSHOP

Fayed, Ismailia
14-15 August, 2002

13 August 2002

•

•

•

•
•

•
I

•
•
•
•
•
•

8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Day 1

8:00 am - 9:00 am

9:00 am - 9:30 am

9:30 am - 10:30 am

10:30 am -11:00 am

11:00 am -11:30 am

Canadian International
Development Agency (eIDA)

CAIRO

Informal meeting with participants

14 August 2002

Breakfast

Registration

Opening remarks

1. Dr. Hassan Abu Bakr
Master Trainer & Consultant. AED

2. Mr. Hussein Imam
NGO Unit Chairman. EEAA

3. Mr. Patrick Papania
Deputy Chief of Party AED

Workshop objectives
Presented by Dr. Hassan Abu Bakr
EEAA NGO unit
Presented by Mr Hussein Imam

viewivtf} ofvideo 0"'" CiS! ;'/['YIes"':+

RP5 suclriJuLu-AuC' 2001)u ~

SUCCESS STORIES July 2001 to July 2002
Egyptian NGOs & Donors Projects

Participatory Development Program
Presented by Karim Tartouss.eh

I~
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.. NGO Service Center
CAIRO

USAID Environment Office
CAIRO

Support to Civil Society in Environmental Projects
Presented by Mohsen Abu Self

Funds Allocation to Environmental Projects
Presented by Sylvia Atalla

•

Woman Society Association A Training Course in the USA
GIZA Presented by Rabab Hussein

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
II

I

I

•

Community Friends Project
For Culture & Development

ALEXANDRIA

Environment & Development
Association

ISMAILIA

11:30 am -12:00 pm

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Academy for Educational
Development

CAIRO

Egyptian Red Crescent
Association

CAIRO

Academy for Educational
Development

CAIRO

Horizon for Environment&
Development

CAIRO

Community Development
Association of Edfa

SUHAG

Egyptian Red Crescent
Association

CAIRO
,

Egjtptian Comm,,"ity

Association for Social
Services

CAIRO

Teacher Training in Environmental Education
Presented by Abeer Ibrahim

Voluntary Work in Youth Centers
Presented by Rasha Gomaa

Tea Break

SUCCESS STORIES - Continued

Agenda 21 Poster Contest
Presented by Neveen Abushadi

The Production of Publications
Presented by Moataz Abdel Ghaffar

The Strength of Well-Presented Proposals
Presented by Patrick Papania
Interpreted by Neveen Aoushadi

Organization & Participation in Workshops
Presented by Rasha Mostala
Presented by All Samir

Solid Waste Management Workshops
Presented by Ashraf Bakry

Designing a Training Program
Presented by Khaled AbdelM~

Training of Science & Social Studies Teachers
Presented by Moataz Abdel Fattah

•
\ ! ';" •

• .....,., •• ~ ,; ¥,/
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Community Development
Association for the
Rural & Urban Women

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Environmental Projects (Environment Friendly
Cars)
Presented by Khaled Abdel Rehlm

Lunch & Break

•

•

•

•

6:00 pm - 6:15 pm

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Community Development
Association of Koum EI Dab

QENA

The World Summit for
Development
Presented by Hassan Abu Bakr

SUCCESS STORIES - Continued

Landfill Project
Presented by Mohamed Meskeen

Sustainable

•

•
I

•
•

Alexandria Friends of the
Environment Association

ALEXANDRIA

Alexandria Friends of the
Environment Association

ALEXANDRIA

Academy for Educational
Development

CAIRO

Environment & Development
Association

ISMAlLIA

An Environmental Awareness Program in Schools
Presented by Emtiaz Hassouna

Methods of Recording the Success of Projects
Presented by Sara Ahmed

The Environmental Awards Scheme I Middle Delta
Presented by Hala Adel

Tree Planting & Cleaning Projects
Presented by Abdel Mawla Mohamed

•
•

Upper Egypt Association NGOs Efforts in Integrating Environmental
For Education& Development Concepts in Schools

MINYA Presented by Oltat Makram

Salama Moussa Association Teachers' Workshops
For Education & Environment Presented by Montasir Awad

MINYA

•
•

•
•

Karitas Association
ASSIYUT

Interrelation of Disciplines in Schools
Presented by Hanane Makeen

,{



Association for the Protection Workshops on Paper Recycling
Of the Environment Presented Ezzat Naim

CAIRO Girls Education
Presented by Aida Boulos

-
..
..
..
..
..
•

•
..
..
•
•
II

II

II

•
•
•
•

Upper Egypt Association for
Education & Development

MINYA

Upper Egypt Association for
Education & Development

ASSIYUT

Community Development
Association of Bassayssa

SHARKIYA

Community Development
Association of Abu Kessah

FAYOUM

Konouz Sinai Association
For Economic Development
& Environment Protection

SOUTH SINAI

Karitas Association
CAIRO

9:00 pm

Team-Working & Non-Formal Training
presented by Ashraf Maher

Children's Health & Environment Protection
Presented by Munir Georgy

Solar Energy Projects
Presented by Hossam EI Bassoussy

A Training Program
Presented by Nader Ayoub

Garbage Collection on Beaches
Presented by Mohamed Salem

Girls Education Workshops! Video Production on
Environmental Education
Presented by Wagdy Rashed

Dinner

-~

If,
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Day 2

8:00 am - 9:00 am

9:00 am - 9:30 am

9:30 am - 9:45 am

9:45 am -11:30 am

11:30 am -12:00 pm

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Group 1

15 August 2002

Breakfast

A Successful Year
Presented by Hassan Abu Bakr

NGOs Involvement in Agenda 21 Traveling
Exhibit
Suggested by Neveen Abushadi

Discussion on Regional NGOs Workshops
Facilitated by Hassan Abu Bakr

Tea Break

Working in Groups

Rivers & Lakes & Other Environments/Issues
in

North Sinai-Port Said-Oamietta - Dakahlia - Kafr EI
Sheikh - Alexandria - Matrouh - Ismailia- Fayoum
Facilitated by Hassan Abu Bakr & Ali Sam,r

• Group 2 Chemicals in Agriculture & Other
Environmental Issues.. in
Sharkeya - Gharbeya - Monoufia - Behera -
Qalyoubia

• Facilitated by Rasha Mostafa

Group 3 Air Pollution & Solid Waste Management &

• Other Environmental Issues
in

Cairo - Giza - Qalyoubia.. Facilitated by Hala Adel

Group 4 Agricultural Land & Irrigation Water & Other.. Environmental Issues
in

Beni Suef - Minya - Assiut - Suhag - Qena
Facilitated by Neveen Abushad,• 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm Group Presentations

• 3:30 pm - 4:00 pm Wrap Up & Oral Evaluation

• 4:30 pm Lunch & Departure of Participants

•
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• LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
•

•

•

•

•

•
CAPACITY BUILDING•

INSTITUTE
•

• FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP

•
I

FAYED
• 14-15 AUGUST 2002
•
•
•
•
•

Total Number: 26

,f
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CAPACITY BUILDING INSTITUTE
FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP

LIST OF PARTICIPATING NGOs

74 Abdu Khatteb Rd. - Am £1
Lewa- GIza

REPRESENTATIVES

Ezzat Naim
Aida Boulos

MAIN ACTIVITIES

• Income Generation
• Illiteracy Eradication
• Solid Waste Management
• Recycling
• First Aid

• Education & Training I Rabab-Husseij,-·······-

• Cultural & Technological Skills
Enhancement

GIZA

CAIRO

GOVERNORATETELEPHONE
i /\ Ii .. ,

E·MAIL
(02) 510- 2723

apel@idsc.nel.eQ

NGO NAME &ADDRESS

5 Hakim Atalla Rd. Mansheya
Nasser- P.O.Box 32
£1 Qa/aa - cairo

Woman Society A.loclltlon! (02) 731-1007

Association for the
Protection of the
Environment

wsa@elsnet.com.E1Q

Community Frlenda Project I (03) 542-3553
for Culture &Development

298 Port said Rd. - Cleopatra
Hamamat - Alexandria

- ------ ---j-'--- --------------. ---.-- _ ·····1·-··---..-- ---,,--..- -
ALEXANDRIA • Health & Environment Abeer Ibrahim

Education
• Financing

H:\tIH"1Iu1tatl11wlnworcN·OI ....urA.t#wl"!,ollflll'·ul' 11'f"hlw,1' ,"JlIl OliN( i/ h 111M," dill
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Alex.ndrl. Friend. of the I(03) 582-0211
I

ALEXANDRIA
I • Protection of the Natural & IEmiiaZHassoul1a----

Environment A••ocllltion Built Environment Sara Ahmed
• Public Awareness Campaigns

2 Anesse May Rd. - Near St.
, , ,

Stefano Hote/- Alexandria

Egyptl.n Red Cre.cent (02) 575-0397
I

CAIRO
I

• Local Emergencies in relation [KhaledAbCIeIMoteleb--
Ae.ocl.tlon (02) 576-1680 to Health & Environment Moataz Abdel Ghaffar

29 EI Ga/aa St. - Cairo

------------------~-----
Community Development (055) 622-129 SHARKIYA • Youth Employment Hossam EI Bassoussy
Association of B••••y... • Public Awareness I Trainingl

Education / Research
Bassayssa Village - rebel EI I I I Programs
TTbs - Zagazig - Sharlclya

Community Development (084) 307-648 FAYUM • Treepjal'iiing--- ----------TNader Ayoub'-----------
A.soclatlon of Abu K••••h • Sewage System

• Children Nurseries
Fayoum Gowmol1lte -
Abshway Canter- Abu
Kessah - Farouka - Fayum

Konouz Sln.1 Ae.oclatlon (069) 797-5484 SOUTH SINAI • Public Awarene.. & Training I Mohamed Salem
for Economic Development • Small-size Projects
&Environment Protection • New Communities Development

• Energy Efficiency
rhtJ New Bassayssa Society I I I • Solar Energy Projects
- Raa Sudr - South Sinai

H:_~.IIuItRtlI\wl"wo't/lC81 wor4.tltop1Followoup "'fJrbltop A"II fI}'.NC;f), '11M,. IhN.
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Community Development (096) 329-408 - - - 'CENA • Small-size Loans Khaled Abdel Rehim
ASioclatlon for the Rural & • Mother &Child Health
Urban Women of Qena • Woman &Child Rights

• Social Services
EI Bosstan Rd. - Hood 10-
Qena

-------_._- - -------------------------. --
Community Development (096) 821-ne

,,-, - ,-QE'NA -, "',....,
• Social I Economic I Cultural I Mohamed Meskeen

Association of Koum EI Dsb Educational I Environmental
Projects

Koum EI Dab - Nakada
Center - Qena

Sslama Mou... (086) 372-461 MINYA • Formal Education Montasir Awed
Association for Education & • Children Illiteracy Eradication
Environment • Woman &Child Projects

6, Mostafa Kamel Rd. - salama@sofiom,com,
Behind the Health Insurance ~
Building - !!I' Floor - Mlnya -
POBox75

Community Development (093) 395-443 SUHAG • Public Health Ashraf 8akry
ASioclatlon of Edfl • Illiteracy Eradication

, , , • Health Public Awarenen
Edfa - Suhag

aoel@jdsc,net.eJj

.,.,---- -- --

H: \".nlJu#tad/lwt"wont,('81 MrrIfbltoplJoolk,......" wwbllnp All' fl]\N(i(J.t 111M., til/(
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Karltas Association

1 Mahmoud Sedky St. ­
Khloussy - Shoubra

(02) 431-0201----· -

carileg@link.net

cAiRO------- • Illiteracy Eradication---- ---- "'1 Hanane Makeen

• Projects for Mentally Wagdy Rashed

Handicapped

horizon ed@hotmail.

~

I I Rasha Mostafa
Aly Samir

Horizon for Environment &

Development

New Fustst City - Second
nelghborl'lood - Building 6Mi

- 1i1 "oor- Apt.2

(02) 788-6303

I()\)

-·-------cAIRO .'---' • Research I Training

Technical Assistance

• Capacity Building in relation to

Environment & Development

Programs

E:gypteommunlty-Actlvltle,Ti(2)29Q.2603
As,oclatlon

Environment &
Development As,oclatlon

Sheikh ZSyed - Inshea &

Tamlr Buildings - ft6 ­
Apt. 1&2- IsmelUa

6 Ahmed EEl ra/yewl St. ­
Almaza - Hellopoll.

(064) 346-132

;,'

~Ihewayout.nel

~ikQ@Iil!!~.com.eg

ISMAILIA

----'CAIRO-

•.•, -1--., ..,-_.,._._-_.-=-----:-
• Research & Evaluation

Small-size Projects

• Financing (grants)

Environmental Projects

• Clean-up Campaigns

• Field Visits

• Presentations

ofrRasha Gomaa"

Abdel Mawla Mohamed

to

Moataz Abdel Fattah

~

H:u,.\JulNJdllw,,,wortl\CBI wo'AAhop'Follow-ul' Wf,rhltnp Au. MINt If)t '111M,. lJu,
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Upper Egypt Asaoclatlon I (02) 589-8364
for Education &
Development

Main OffIce:
65 EI Koubassy St. - EI Zahar
- Cairo

ASSIYUT

MINYA

• Formal Primary Education
• Illiteracy Eradication (83%

girls)
• Health Education Projects

Munir Georgy

Ashraf Maher
Olfat Makram

'\.:,
-4.

H:lWf,,'vvItadllw/lfwort/lrBI M1OrhhlJpl/'"ufJlJM""1' MYJrAtlu,p Au. M,N(ith 1ilM,- jl,H'
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The following NGO. were unable to attend the CBI follow-up workshop due to previous engagements but demonstrated
their Interest In taking part In the upcoming regional NGOs workshops.

Future Woman
Asacelatlon

1 EI Mattsr Rd. - nsxt to
Khslsd Ibn EI Wa/sed
Primsry School- west
Mounlra - Glzs

(02) 313-0301

Ire 11

GIZA • Women-based Projects Fatma Ismail

'"QI:!;

Coptic Evangelical I (086) 343-295
Organization for Socl8l
Services (CEOSS) I loaf, ,>11 I :t"

P.O.Box !SO - Mlnya I tech.ml@ceoss.org.eg

Community I (092) 822-059
Development
Assoclatton of Mout 1(09;') Ij;' 1 !,:JU

Mout - EI Dakhla - Wadi
EIGedld

Upper Egypt AMoc:l8tlon I (02) 589-8364
for Education &
Development I ill;', ", '"

86 EI Koubessy St. - EI
lahar - Cairo

H,'IMM,,\luIuJdI\wln ....()rJrRI w-or4.,1",1' /'i,flrn..-up ","rUMp A&I, (}}iNUOA ruM, JI'f

MINYA

WADI EL GEOID

CAIRO

• Institutional Capacity IGuirguis Aziz
Building of NGOs

• Agriculturall Economic!
Environmental
Development

• Environmental Protection IKhaledGebaly
• Consumer-Rights

Projects

• Fonnal Primary Education IYoussef Farid----·--"
• Illiteracy Eradication (83% Ayman Adel

girls)
• Health Education Projects



•

.. ~'..:.ol-~ L$.,......t' ~~~I
~I~".&..:o ~lSi

.I..~'~ '-t:..;
~, .:.,:...:. ::l-.

..

..
..
..
•

•
..
..
•
j

•
•
•
•
•
•
I

,

LJ...'JI .:.1 " .. " .~ • ~ , ,II t......., 11.:.1 .~.u... _l:. ....• ••• •• _ • ..)-A-I .., • ... - ..,-;

Y•• ' U.L .• ;! ,o-~~YA

ts:.J~1~'JI..:rI!. 't"

~.....t ..::.L."L-., e--l:.~l uol



































-
•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

I

•
•
•
I

APPENDICES

List of Materials Distributed
Samples of Papers Presented
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CAPACITY BUILDING INSTITUTE
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP

LIST OF MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED

• Energy & Development book

• Industrial Cities book

• Awards Scheme booklet

• Eye on Environment newsletter (June 2002)

o Arabic
o English

• Agenda 21 Children's folder

• Egyptian Environmental Directory:
Companies & Agencies Providing

Environmental Goods & Services

• Clipping from EI-Ahram newspaper (29 May 2002)

o Environmental strategies in Egypt (2002-2017)

• Paper on "The Main Steps & Procedures for the

Organization of a Workshop"
(attached)

• Extracts from the internet
o The Johannesburg Earth Summit 2002

(attached)
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United Nations: Johannesburg Summit :!OO:!

JOHANNESBURG SUMMIT
26 August - 4 september 2002
Johannesburg, South Africa

MEDIA INFORMATION
To receive press releases and media advIsories about the Summit by e-ma" c~ a
regular basis. please send a request to medlalnfo@un org

For media querie~ regarding Summit Issues and negotiations. story Ideas. mterv,ews
and schedules. please contact

United Nations
Department of Public Information Public Affairs Division
Tel: (1-212) 963-9495 or 963-6870 (New York)
Fax: (1-212) 963-0536
E-mail: mediainfo@un org
Or contact your local United Nations Informahon Centre

MEDIA FACILITIES
A fully staffed and equipped Media Centre will be open to Journalists at the Summll site
Sandton Convention Centre Media Centre faCilities will Include connections for t"gh­
speed Internet access and laptop computers. telephones. fax machines. ISDN Imes a~o

facilities for satellite transmission. Contact numbers for satellite arrangements and
bookable production space will be posted here as soon as they are available For
information about additional media facilities being set up by the South African nal,ona'
organizers outside Sandton Convention Centre, see their website:
wwwjoburgsummit2002 com.

MEDIA ACCREDITATIOII:
Media who wish to apply for accreditation to the JOhannesburg Summit should fIn out
the form attached below. Completed forms. together with a letter of assignment on
officiallettemead from the Editor or Bureau Chief. should be sent to

United Nations
Media Accreditation and Liaison UOlt
Department of Public Informalion
Room 5-250
New York, NY 10017, USA
Fax (1-212) 963-4642.
Telephone: (1-212) 963-7164 / 5934

No acknowledgement will be mailed to you. If you are applying by mail or fax. passes
will be issued at the Summit site upon presentation of two forms of photo 10 (passport
official national press pass, drive(s license. work 10. etc.)

If you are applying at the Summit site for the first lime, you should complete an
application form, present a letter of assignment and two forms of photo 10

There is no deadline for media accreditation, which is free of charge

Media accreditation form for the Johannesburg Summit. available In:
[English) [French) [Spanish)

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION FOR MEDIA
Five hotels near the Summit site, totalling some 2,000 rooms, have been set aside for
media. Early booking is recommended. Media representatives should contact:

Ms. Desre Segal, Global Conference DMC
tel (+27 11) 463 4300
fax (+2711) 463 7878
e-mail desre@wssddmc.co.za
htlp:/I-.ur..org/isummlf/hlmlfrnedla_1nfoJloQIslIcaLmatters.hlml
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OTHER STORIES

New UNDP Drive to suppon Developing Counlry Ertons to Meet 2015 Millen"",,,,Development Goals

6 June, BALI, Indonesla- Prepared to fO'l~w-uD oc ~'-e commltmer.ts made 2: ---eWorld Summil on Sustainable Development In JOhar.nesburg the Umted Na: :--3Development Programme tonight unveiled a new In'i'alive. a platform to nel;:.developing countnes build their own capaCtt'es for s:...s!a!nab1e de,,,,eiop"""lent a-: r--ef;"the Millennium Development Goals

The new initiative. Capacity 2015. builds on the programme launched af1cr tf",£; • '::'c­Earth Summit. Capacity 21. which ras focused on !r"~~lerr.ent\n·;;; p"'ograf':';rnes ;: -:::projects In communilres throughout deve'on,ng coum"es

"Capacity building IS the key io this process of susta,nable development' ace-:'-; ,­UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown Calling sustamable development s:·-=:-- "Cthat has 10 happen at the local/eve/ Maliocll Brown saId Capacity 2015 'takes :.thinking a great big step forward." The new ~nfllahve ne said !s"'a muci"!. 0"0': _" :::-::'vision of what capacity bUlldmg IS," adding r:'13L "rt .s not about lfnposmg cu1S·:-:: ,~ ~ ,',:of development ..

With an emphaSIS on beefing up the atll"ty of local cornmunl!les to lake charg~ "'"own development, Malloch Brown said It was "enormously Imponant" t/,at IheMillennium Development Goals,a set of eight targets that Include a plecge bygovernments to reduce by half the number of people !!Vlng In ~ove~y by ~O~ 5-~e"'"'? ~ ?.the center of the new programme's objectives

Malloch Brown saId "real success" In the follow-up to Johannesburg lies rn thepartnership initIatives that can suppon the commitments made by governments ~Johannesburg. There should not, however. be a rush to finalize a weak documec' :,beller for those of us working is sustainable developmenl that Ihey get thIs ng": '.\'~"two important pieces In p/ace,soild commitments and partnershIp-Malloch Bro....~ So ~'We can have a real architecture for stlstarnable development underpinned by :"eresources tha: were promised In Monterrey"

Countries have agreed. In the Bah negoflatlons on Ihe Implementahon progra"''''''e ....significantly strengthen" support for UNDP's capaclly bUIlding programmes Indeveloping counlnes, "bUIlding on the expenence gamed from Capacity 21 ..
Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hassan WlraJuda said UNDP. l!lrough CapaCity2015, had strengthened ils role in capacity development activities "It is, I amconvinced, only through such partnerships thallhe WSSD WIll be able to make adifference in ensuring the achievement of sustalOable developmenlobjectlves underAgenda 21 and Ihe Millennium Development Goals"

According 10 Fevzi Aytekin, Minister of EnVironment for Turkey, UNDP's CapaCl1y 21had helped Turkey's own Locat Agenda 2 t programme, which has brought pubhcinstitutions, local authorities and citizen groups togelher 10 address local problems
'We believe the Capacity 2015 initiative WIll be a slep forward," he said... to strenglhenlocal, national and global partnerships and synergies for achieVing the goals of the 21 slcentury:

Jordanian Princess Basrna bint Talal applauded the new initiative, calling it an allempt10 address the real challenges_ "By launching this initiative, UNOP is taking the lead tofind innovative approaches that will allow local communities to develop their owncapacities:

In addition to meeling the Millennium Development Goals. UNDP expects Capacity2015 to result in a review of nalional and local policies and legislation in order 10hltp:/fw-.un.orgfJsurnmll/hlmlfWhats_newJo!hefstol1es_undp_capactty.hlm
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eliminate bottlenec" and ensure proper ,~ :entlves for local sustainable development It
hopes to support learning networks C'VIC ""]agement and responsible local

• lea1ership. while also mcb.'llzmg resource.:. "2!'e1p communIties compete successfuliy
in a globalized wor t1
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NGO Survey Shows 45 Countries Indicate Leader Will Attend Summit; 45 Others

"Likely" to Attend

6 June. BALI. Indonesla- There are 45 countries that say their leader will attend the

World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg this August. and another

40 that say it is likely that their leaders will allend. according to an NGO survery

released at the Bali PrepCom tOday.

The survey was conducted by the US-based NGO. the Natural Resounces Defense

Council. and is based on interviews WIth representatives of 175 countries. either

through national missions to the United Nations In New York or in diSCUSSIons with

delegates in Bali

According to Jacob Scherr of NRDC. similar surveys done before the 1992 Earth

Summit in Rio de Janeiro showed. at thIS point in the process. that 64 world leaders had

already committed to allending the SummIt

"The earlier leaders decide to come to the Summit. the more time they have to develop

concrete initiatives that they can announce at the Summit,- Scherr said, adding that thIS

was the first time the United Nations was aSking govemments to come forward to say

what they will do to implement sustainable development.

Only a handfUl of countries said that their leader would not attend. according to Scherr

but there were 40 countries where countries replied that there was better than "a fifty

per cent chance." of coming

But se'/eral key countnes are among the list of undecided. Scherr said. a list that

included the United States, India. China. and the Russian Federation

'We will see whether world leaders will have the courage to go to JOhanneSburg to take

action." Scherr said

Charlotte Youngsblood of the Earth Day Network saId a global campaign was underway

to persuade world leaders to come to Johannesburg. and that so far, the campaign hac

been signed by 1,160 organizations and by over a million people

"The WSSD is a rare opportunity for representatives to come together to discuss the

problems of the planet: she said, adding that. in addition to urging world leaders to

attend, the campaign was aimed at promoting public awareness of the SummIt

Page 1 of 1
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Small Grants from GEF Go a Long Way for Bali Communities

Page I of !

•
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Sumber Klampok. BALI, IndonesIa- Past the
terraced rice paddies and into the forest In the
northwest corner of Bah, lies the Village of Sumber
Klampok, an unpretentious assortment of homes
and fields that. until recently. many people w,shed
was not there

•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

I

•
•

•
•

Nestled in the newly created Bali Barat National Parl<, the villagers were seen as a
danger to the forest and an obstruclion to the development of ecotounsm ,r. the area
The authorities let the residents know that they should leave

But today Sumber Klampok, home to 600 households, IS officially recognized as a
village within the parl<. the result of community action that coalesced around the efforts
of young people who wanted to protect the surrounding environment That effor1
received a boost from the GEF Small Grants Programme, that has allow the viliagers tc
map and demarcate their lands as well as to IOltiate organic farming ven'ures a,-d
projects to help protect local bird species

On a recent trip sponsored by the programme. which IS implemented by the UMed
Nations Development Programme, to the village dunng the recent preparatory meelino
for the World Summit on SustalOable Development. the villagers tumed out ,n force 10­
greet the visitors with mUSIC, dance, and a welcomIOg ceremony

"We would like to produce something that can be sustained." Village leader Made
Nuyatha told the vis,lors. noting that there the Village has already accomplished a lot
such as in the product'on of organic foods compost and natural pesliCtdes

According to the local farmers, organic farm109 has brought benefits, albeit slowly T"e
com and the rice. they say, are very sweet and fetch higher pnces for the well-te-do ,n
Jakarta. but the farmers note that they receive far less of the profits than the traders
However. the farmers say they benefit from weanIOg themselves away from expens've
pesticides and fertilizers

WiL'1the help of the project. the villagers have also been instrumental in protecting the
Bali Starlings, an endemic species that faced extinction after it was over-zealously
sought out a prized status symbol pel. The starling numbers dwindled to as few as 60
birds, but with the help of the breeding in captivity programme supported by Small
Grants Programme, they now number several hundred.

The GEF Small Grants Programme, operalional since 1992, has provided about $120
million to non-govemmental organizations and community groups in 63 developing
countries to promote grassroot efforts to protect and conserve the environment white
generating sustainable livelihood opportunities. One of the most successful efforts to
implement sustainable development. the programme has benefited over 4.000 through
more than 3,100 projects with grants that have, on average. amounted to about
$20,000. The Small Grants Programme supplements the larger projects funded by the
GEF, or Global Environment Facility.

24J07f2002
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South Africa to Convene Friends of the Chair Meeting to Help Speed Agreement

on Johannesburg Outcome

New York, 9 July-South African President Thabo Mbekl has onvlted 25 countnes to

serve as "Friends of the Chair" for the World Summit on Sustainable Deve!opmeN ,~ a~

effort to find an approach that will help resolve the remaonong differences and ac~ 'eve a

global consensus at the Summit The group Will hold ItS first meeting In New YOri< on '7

July

The South African onitiative grew out of discussions between President Mbekl ar.j

United Nations Secretary-General Kofl Annan during the Group of Eight Summit i~

Kananaskis, Canada last month According to South Afrocan UN Amhassador D~~san,

Kumalo, the leaders of the G8 were among the flfst to accept President Mbekl's

invitation.

The 25 countries were selected based on geographical representation as well as .fhe,r

common interest in the pending Issues. and Iheir overall commitment to the SUCCESS of

the Johannesburg Summit." Kumalo sa'd

South Africa assumed the chalfmansh,p of tile Summll after the last preparatory

meeting in Bali, Indonesia last month The Bait meeting concluded with agreements 0"

about three-quarters of the Summit's implementation plan, and the rema,nong iSSues

which include some of the most difficult were left for Johannesburg. The Chairnnan c'

the Preparatory Committee for the Summit was Dr Emil Salim of IndoneSia

The 17 July meehng Will be led by South Afrocan Minister of Foreign Affairs. Dr

Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, and by the UN Secretary-General It IS South Afrll:a's 'ope

that the meeting will be attended by Monlsters or "sherpas" who report d"ectly to t'1e

Heads of State and Government of the InVited countries

President Mbeki, according to a press release Issued by the South Afncan M,SSion 10

the United Nations, "remains convonced that a focused political diSCUSSion of the

outstanding is~ues could result In an approach that can help expedite the process on

Johannesburg...

The Friends of the Chalf meeting will not be a negotiahng session. which must be ()ce~

to all Member States. Ralher, Ii provides an opportunity for key players to find an

approach or a mechanism that would facilitate the negotiations to be held ,n

JohanneSburg.

Still to be resolved are Issues concerning trade and finance, globalization. seltong

targets and timetables. and differences over the interpretation of principles adopted at

the Earth Summit

South African representatives noted that the Bali PrepCom was successful in reducl!1g

the number of outstanding Issues ,n the Implementation plan, and expressed the"

appreciation for Indonesia's efforts In hosting the meeting

The countries inVited by President Mbekl to serve as Fnends of the Chair .nclude

Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark. Egypt, France, Germany, Ghana, India,

Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Mex.co, N.geria, Norway, Russian Federallon.

Senegal, Sweden, Uganda, United Kingdom, United States and Venezuela

Page I of I
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High-Level Push in Bali to Firm Up Sustainable Development Agenda

• 5 June, BALI, Indonesia- In the final phase of the final PrepCom for the World Summit

on Sustainable Development, more than 100 ministers from around the world began

three days of deliberations in Bali to generate high-level political commitments fa'

action•
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The Summit will be an historic opportunity to mobilize governments, people. Inshtutions.

and resources for sustainable development, and will take place in JOhannesburg South

Africa, from 26 August to 4 September.

At stake in the Ball ministerial-level meehng is the strength of govemment

commitments in Johannesburg to set up programmes aimed at improving hVlng

conditions worldwide while preserving the natural ecosystem on which people depend

The results of the ministerial discussions will provide the basis for the polihcal

dedaration that Heads of State and Govemment will adopt at the Johannesburg

Summit. The other key issue for discussion during the ministerial session is the linkage

between partnerships and the govemment commitments In the Johannesburg outcome

"The Summit in Johannesburg is truly a chance to set a more hopeful course of

development for all of humanity: United Nations Deputy Secretary-General LOUise

Frechette told the 118 ministers attending the Preparatory Committee meeting "The

challenge, as ever, is to match aspiration with action. and promise WIth positive change

in people's lives. We know what needs to be done. Now. leI's move ahead"

Frechette, in her address, said, "Johannesburg is meant to find another way. a path that

improves standards of living while protecting the environment." She added. "That

relationship-between human society and the natural environment-is the core concem of

Johannesburg, and IS what sets Johannesburg apart from other UN conferences and

summit."

In welcoming the ministers, Indonesian President Megawah Soekamopulri said the Bah

meeting could influence the Johannesburg Summit by helping to build a strong

foundation for sustainable development, and make a "real contribution to humanity.­

"Ten years have passed since we adopted Agenda 21: she said. It is time for us to

follow it up with concrete programmes and activities."

The Johannesburg Summit will result in a political dedaralion, a programme of

implementation, and voluntary partnership initiatives by and between govemments.

citizen groups, and the private sector that will actually carry out sustainable

development projects.

Negotiations on a programme of implementation-the Bali Commitments-that will

serve as the guiding plan for an action-Oriented agenda that brings measurable results.

are expected to conclude on Friday. While the two-week PrepCom has already

produced substantial agreements on promoting activities across a broad range of

sustainable development activities, negotiations on the remaining areas of

disagreement have proved difficult.

According 10 PrepCom Chairman Emil salim, the tough negoliations are not

unexpected. "Everyone wanls 10 keep their cards dose to their chest until the last

moment. But for me, Ihis is normal."

In fact, In S11l1m's vl_, the rell negotiations hivi jusl begun. But he emph.slzed thll

the documenl would be completed in Bail. -We will be finished in Bali. After Bali, we will

prepare the ground 10 make Johannesburg successful:

Progress has been made and many parts of the documenl are free of brackel, or text

where there is still disagreement Johannesburg Secretary-General Nilin Desai said

"the key elements have all been agreed upon," adding thaI judgemenl of the lext should

nol be made until the very end, when the final differences are bridge<l. But beyond

hl1p:/I-.un.org!JsummillhlmlfWhats_.-/OIherslortes_balUlfghlevel.htm 24f07/2002



-
United Nations: Johannesburg Summit ~OO~

•
Page:! of ~

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

reaching minimum expectations, Desai said, 'What we're aIming at now is much mc'e

We're aiming at a good, strong programme of action, and we WIll push these conce'~ s

as far as we can take it.·

Salim said the Bali Commitment would contain new time-bound targets "It IS a reai·s: c

plan and it is not 'pie in the sky,' But to implement It, we all have to be committed'

Over 4,500 people from 173 countries are attending the Bali meeting, including a laq;e

contingent of non-govemmental organizations, which Salim said have played a maJo'

role in lobbying govemment delegations for a stronger agreement

• h1tp:/fwww·un.org/isummitfhtmlfwhats_~/olherstories_
baILhighlevel.htm 24107(2002
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Developing Countries Take Initiative to Broaden Access to Water and sanitation

4 June, BALI, Indonesia-- At the time South Africa ended apartheid and became a
democracy in 1994, 14 million people out of a total population of 42 million lacked
access to clean drinking water.

But in seven years, South Africa has halved the number of people who lack access to
safe water-ahead of schedule-according to Ronnie Kasrils, South African Minister for
Water Affairs and Forestry, and if the present targets are met, he says everyone wlll
have clean water by 2008.

Two years ago, however, the worst cholera epidemic in the country's history broke out
in the Kwazulu Natal Province. Kasrils said, -It took us by surprise because we thought
we were on the right track by providing clean water." As a result, South Africa had to
reevaluate its strategy, and after meeting with the Water Supply and Sanitation
Collaborative Council, adopted a new approach that included clean water, adequate
sanitation and hygiene awareness.

"We made an error," Kasrils said during a press conference "By concentrating on
water, we neglected sanitation. H Now, with a program that gives clean water and proper
sanitation equal weight, he believes every South African will have access to proper
sanitation by 2015.

The WSSCC, together with the United Nations Department of EconomIC and Soc,al
Affairs, has embarked on a programme of launching initiatives that will deliver the
infrastructure for basic water and sanitation services to the poor in an effort 10 halve the
number of people, presently 1.1 billion, who lack access 10 clean waler, and the 2.4
billion who lack proper sanitation.

The programme, "WASH" for Water, Sanitation and Hygiene launched its firsl
programme in South Africa this April, and will soon launch another in Uganda WASH
hopes to replicate these efforts in 30 other countries.

According to WASH, some 6,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack
of access to safe drinking water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene. In the last 10
years, it says, more children have died due to diarrhoea than all the people losl 10
armed conflict since World War II.

Negotiations on water and sanitation section of the implementation programme for the
World Summit on Sustainable have been substantially completed, with the excepbon of
what many consider the most essential element-a target for reducing by half the
number of people who lack access to sanitation by 2015. Negotiations over whether Ihe
outcome document will specify a target are ongoing.

United Nations 5ecretary-General Kofi Annan has said thaI waler and sanitation was
one of five areas where the Summit could achieve tangible and measurable results
using existing technologies and resources.

"I believe in targets; Kasrils said. "The World Summit on Sustainable Developmenl
must agree on targets."

Page I of I
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Implementation of Desertification Convention Seen as Key to Promoting

Sustainable Development. Fighting Poverty in Drylands

31 May. BALI, Indonesia- The dust blowing across China that assaulted Beijing th,s

year went on to reach Japan and Korea, but it did not stop there: it continued on toward

tt-e west coast of North America, disrupting air travel and causing health problems

Dust storms are increasing, according to Hama Arba Diallo. Executive Secretary of

Convention to Combat Desertification, and it is affecting areas that have never though

of it as a problem before. In fact, he said, sands blown away from Africa recently landed

in Switzertand.

Land degradation has often been considered a local issues, caused by poor land

management, poor farming techniques, and poor water distribution. But the problem.

which affects an estimated 2.3 billion people in over 100 countnes is now blowing

across national boundaries, and is having an internatoonal impact.

The issue has emerged as a major issue for the Wortd Summit on Sustainable

Development and United Nations Secretary-General identified land degradation. wh·ch

affects as much as two thirds of the wortd's agricultural land. as one of the five mar

areas where the Summit should concentrate efforts to achieve results.

The United Nations Environment Programme estimates that every year. 10 million

hectares of arable land are being lost to desertification. costing the world close to $42

billion annually. Yet that the price-tag for action to avoid further degradatoon would ony

be $2.4 million.

"No one is listening, but this is a good investment," Diallo saId. but the treaty to halt Jand

degradation, with virtually universal membership, stoll has little fundIng.

There are proposals presently under consideration in the Bali PrepCom to SIgnIficant'"

increase funding to the Desertification Convention through the Global EnVIronment

Facility, but there are some concems that the GEF could be stretched too thin unless

donor countries agree to a significant replenishment.

Mostafa TOlba, who presided over the Earth Summit+5, and who is a member of a

panel of eminent personalities for the Convention, said It was essential to address the

issue of land degradation if the Johannesburg Summit is to succeed'About 70 per cent

of the poverty in Asia and Africa is in rural areas. If you want to address poverty. yow

have to go where the poverty is. Implementation of the Convention would be a gOOd

way."

According to Tolba, interest in the desertification issue has flagged because it is not

seen as affecting people in developed countries, although dryland areas of Spain.

Portugal and Greece are experiencing degradation. Although people see a connecllon

between themselves and climate change and ozone depletion. he said that link IS often

missing when it comes to desertification.

The Desertification Convention, an offspring of the 1992 Earth Summit. calls for a

"botlom-up" participatory approach where people in affected communities. including

women and )'OUlh. identify their problems and their solutions. The process eventually

percolates up to the nationalleYel where, countries adopt national action plans. To date.

58 OOUntrlel hlYi adopted the.. pllnl, Ind Ire now looklng to donora for ralourcel to

implement them.

But desertification has not been a donor priority, Diallo says. Assistance to hot spots,

such as Afghanistan, East Timor and Kosoyo, Diallo said, are usually the explanation

donors give why resources to fight desertification are not forthcoming

Desertification. Diallo said. is not about build barriers to prevent the spread of the

desert, but rather. about taking steps to transform fragile ecosystems bark into land that

hUp:/JWwW.un.org/JSUmmltfhlm1fWhal'u_jotherslorles_desertlllcallon.hlml
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can produce food. According to Diallo, restoring degraded lands can also play an

important role in mitigating the effects of greenhouse gases by serving as a carbon

sink.

"What we are saying," Diallo said, "is that dealing with land degradation can lead to wm­

win scenarios." Partnerships will be important he said, but since land degradation IS

typically a problem of the poorest of the poor, most of the partnerships will necessarily

require the pUblic sector.

The development of voluntary partnership initiatives has emerged as a third major

outcome of the Johannesburg Summit The partnerships, it is hoped, will go beyond

what governments can and must do to implement sustamable development

Page :! of ~
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UNDP's Equator Initiative To Spotlight Partnerships that Work

22 May- Using the old ways and methods, there are indigenous people m the Amazon

who can make natural rubber into a material that is virtually IndlshngUiShaole frorn

leather. And now, models are parading skirts and handbags made of tha: mocl<·lea:he,

on runways in Paris, New York, and RIO.

The initiative is a partnership between an entrepreneur, a non-governmental

organization and a local people that has worked to protect the rainforest. provide steady

incomes, and maintain traditional customs. According to Sean Southey Manager 01 the

United Nation Development Programme's Equator Initiahve, thiS is Just an exampie 01

how partnerships can protect biodiversity and reduce poverty

''The dilemma is, how do you develop an income from a standing forest that IS more

than the income from chopped wood?" he asked. "Here, these people were In danger 01

losing a way of life. They were being forced from the land." The answer was the

partnership, which recognized that there was traditional knOWledge to tap the ruboe'

from trees, and work it to become the leather-like product

Are partnerships really the best way to promote sustainable development? To test the

theory, which has almost become an article of faith in the preparations for the Wond

Summit on Sustainable Development, the Equator Inititative IS working to see how weI)

partnerships work in the area of the world where results are needed most In the f'ght to

reduce poverty and protect biodiversity.

To spotlight partnerships that have made a difference, the Equator Initlallve Will present

awards to six partnership initiatives that can be replicated in other equatonal regions In

Johannesburg, during the Summit. The Initiative received over 300 nommahons lor the

awards, which will be determined by a panel of independent jUdges

Through the Equator Initiative, which started last August as a result of diSCUSSions

between UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown and Timothy Wirth 01 the UN

Foundation, UNDP aims to raise the profile of partnerships that work ,n the worles

equatorial region to fight poverty and protect the biodiverSity

Part of the problem so far, is that programmes that work often have a stealth quality A

lot of what's working and is viable is not widely known and that IS why the Equator

Initiative was created: says UNDP's Senior Environmental Pohcy AdViser Charles

McNeill. "We are notlookinhg for a silver bullet, but we are trying to find out what wor1<s

and why. He added, 'our initial findings sugestthat exciting, innovative results can

happen through partnerships, especially at the local level. "

The equatorial region, from the Tropic of Cancer to the TropiC of Capricom, at 23 5

degrees north and south of the Equator respectively, touches 116 countnes, accordmg

to McNeill, and indudes an enormous proportion of the worles biodiverSity. and much

of the world's poverty.

McNeil said about 60 per cent of the equatorial region's population was dependent on

local plants for their health needs. But it is not just the tropics that benefits- 9 out of 10

leading prescription drugs originally came from organisms and estimates put the over­

the-counter cost of drugs from plants alone was estimated in 1998 to be S20 bilhon In

the U.S. and $84 billion.

Beyond the awards, which the Initiative plans to award every two years, UNDP expects

the Equator Initiative to heavily promote South-South cooperation and to encourage the

spread of technology that has proved successful in equatorial development. In add'lion.

it is hoped that the Initiative will produce policy recommendahons that could fosler the

proper environment for other partnership initiatives to flourish

Aside from its role in promoting partnerships, the Equator Initiative is, by itself, an

example of a partnership initiative that may be featured at the Johannesburg Summit

hllp:It-·un·org!JsummltJhtmlfWh8ts_~/otherslorieIU
eather.html :!4f07(!002
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PrepCom Chair Issues New "Action-Oriented Draft for Negotiations on

Johannesburg Summit Implementation Programme

9 May, New vork- A comprehensive new proposal for an Implementallon plan that

could be adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development has been Issued

by the Chairman of the Summit's Preparatory Committee

The new text, which contains straight-forward recommendations on a range of Issues

from poverty reduction to limiting unsustainable pattems of consumpllon and proteclton

of natural resources and ecosystems, will serve as the baSIS for negollations at the final

preparatory committee meeting for the Summit, which will be held In Bah, IndoneSia

from 27 May - 7 June

According to Preparatory Committee Chairman Dr Emil Salim, the new text contains

"action-oriented" language that tells governments to "do It" rather than weaker

language that merely "encourages" or says something "is desirable" He said, "We can

say beautiful things, but now is the time to say "let's do It ..

Salim said the 39-page draft paper incorporated the recommendations and proposals 01

countries dUring the previous PrepCom held In New York and hoped that the use of

consensus language would make the negotiations eaSier

The early release of the draft negoliat,ng text Will allow delegates and other partiCipants

in the Summit process an opportunity to prepare for the Bah PrepCom ahead of time in

the hope of reaching a quick consensus According to Salim full agreement on the

implementation programme should be achieved by 31 May the end of the first week of

the PrepCom

The new draft does indicate areas of disagreement and where diSCUSSions must be held

to bridge, These include setting target dates, references to the ,mplementahon of the

Kyoto Protocol, and the means of implementallon

But there are, already, large areas of agreement, particularly concerning the need to

launch programmes aimed at poverty reduction and the need to meet the 2015

Millennium Development Goal of halving the proportion of people hVing in poverty The

draft text also calls for halving the proportion of people who lack access to proper

sanitation by 2015

The recommendations containej In the Implementation, when approved, will serve as

the basis for the voluntary partnership iOiliatives that the Summ,t is hoping to encourage

between all parties in societies as a way of ensuring Implementahon and for obtaining

results,

htlp'/I-.un.orgflsummlt,lhtmlfWhats_new/olherstorlesJ>repchaiUl9OSO:!.hlml
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Energy Emerges as a Key Issue for Johannesburg

New York, 8 May 2002 - Beyond the debates over energy use and efficiency that have

featured during the preparatory process for the World SummIt on Sustainable

Development is the fact that more than a third of the world's population does nol have

clean and affordable energy services.

With more than two billion people still buming firewood or bIomass for cooking aoo

heating, a lack of modem energy has emerged as a major cause of continUing povcr'ly.

pollution and environmental degradation. While there is no dIsagreement that effor'ls

must be made to bring modem energy services to lhose who presently lack them I"ere

is a major chasm of differences that have yet to be bridged regarding whIch sources of

energy production should be favoured.

"Having two billion people living outside the energy network is not sustainable.- saId

Johannesburg Summit Secretary-General, Nitin Desai "What we have to do IS meel

those needs as well as cope with the environmental and social consequences"

Access to energy has a major impact on development. Desa, said. recalling that ",he",

he was growing up in India, the arrival of electricity was "the biggest change' ,n h,s

village.

The problem is that most of the people who do not have access to electriClty live In rural

areas where it is expensive to tap into national power grids. But Desai said. "No power

is more expensive than no power. There are needs out there that have to be met and

there are ways out there to meet those needs."

Experts from electric companies say the cost of bnnglOg electnclty to those Wltho",

would require a substantial, although not a prohibitively large. Investment Chnst,an

Stoffaes, of Electricite de France, figured that the job of bnnging electnClty to all would

need a total investment of about $200 billion, or about $7 billion per year over a 30-year

period. "This is a very small amount: he said. but "the problem IS lhalth,s WIll nct be

done by itself." New mechanisms and incenhves were needed. he added. and char,ty

and small programmes would not be sufficient

Gurneeta Vasudera, of the Tata Environmental Research Institute ,n IndIa. argued that

instead of a problem that needs fixing, the large number of unserved people represents

a market opportunity-a market that amounts to as much as 520 billion a year "There IS

a willingness on the part of the poor to pay." she observed

Electric utilities say that they are working on various projects to bnng electnClly 10 ruraj

areas. Shigeyuki Kuninobu, Vice President of Tokyo Eleclnc, explal,'ed thai an

organization of seven electric companies, known as the "E·7: IS presenlly partIcIpating

in 30 programmes in 22 countries to build capacity and share lechnology ,n a manner

that promotes community participatIon and environmental protectIon

And Dale Heydlauff of American Electric Power. a consortIum of US power companres

said that it was working to promote best practices while expanding access to affordable

energy. "People who do not have electricity: he said, "are destined to rema,n destitute"

But extending power grids takes many years and in some Circumstances WIll never lte

economically viable. According to Gail Karlsson of the NGO Energia, alternatives to the

grid syster,l need to be developed to meet demand. This can be done through a mix of

energy sources that indudes renewables, such as solar. wind, hydroelectric, and gas

from biomass, as well as liquefied petroleum gas and other fOSSil fuels

To increase the use of renewable energy, many NGOs contend that government

intervention is necessary to help make solar or wind energy economically competitive.

Greenpeace. for example, estimates that governments currently subsidize fossil fuels to

the tune of 5250-5350 billion a year, money that they contend can easily go towan:I

htfp:fJWww·un.otgJJsummftlhtmlJWhatB_rleWfotherstorle&_energy()9()S.html 24/07(2002.
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promoting renewable sources of energy

A challenge for the Johannesburg Summit IS to find ways of bnnglOg clean afi,Y:-,,: e

energy to those in need

htlp:/fwWw·un.org/lSUmm/lfhlml/Whats_new/olherstories_energy0905.hlml
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Earth Day Marked by Calls for Stronger Environmental Leadership_

• New York. 22 April- The heat wave that engulfed New York the week before had

snapped. and a cold rain fell as a group of celebrities, poli:.c,ans activists and bus '-,o,s

leaders marked the 32nd Earth Day in a soggy tent outSide :r;e United Nations

Page of:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•
I

But the rain was a welcome intrusion at a time of conlinUing drought on the east ceast

of North America, and the consensus of the Earth Day ceremony partiCipants was that

the rain was a good omen, "Where I come from," Johannesburg Summit Secretary­

General Nitin Desai said, "rain on a holiday or a special eve'1t is conSidered an

auspicious sign of promise,"

Beyond good luck, however. there were calls for strong leaoershlp to make the 'l\,Cfa

Summit on Su,.dinable Development. which will take place In Johannesburg th,s

August, an event that mobilizes action to p,-otect the enVIrOr"'1ent and Improve the

quality of life for everyone

More than just almmg to Improve environmental policies and programmes, Desa,

stressed that it was time to take the environmental agenda beyond environmental

ministries and make environmental considerations part of every deCISion, 'We have to

inject this into everyone's agenda."

Desai added that sustainable development was not Just for governments. and that a

broader community. including business. must be part of the soiutlon

But the main worry of most of the Earth Day ceremony partiCipants was that

govemment involvement and political leadership Will be weak In Johannesburg and

there were numerous calls on world leaders to commit now to attendmg the Summit At

present, only a few leaders including United Kingdom Pnme M,mster Tony Blair and

Russian Federation President Vladimir Putin, have pUbliCly announced that they wlil go

to Johannesburg,

"The Johannesburg Summit is a great opportumty and a great risk," according to

Kathleen Rogers, President of the Earth Day NetwOrk "The risk 's that nothing wl!!

happen,"

United States Congressman Christopher Shays. Republican from Connecllcut said that

the Summit "could be a turning point" and that it could have a Sizeable Impact. but

wamed, "that won't happen unless our world leaders participate" He said, "They won't

attend unless the Summit addresses specific issues. but ironically. you can't address

those issues if they don't come." Shays said that he has met With President Bush.

urging him to attend, and that there will be a large US Congressional delegallon 10 Ihe

Summit

Actress Susan Sarandon said that efforts to protect the enwonmenl have been

suffocated by a lack of leadership, and progress during the '80s and '90s "has been

stalled in the name of economic growth-some may call it greed," Calling on world

leaders to show leadership in Johannesburg, she added, 'We Will not tolerate

indifference, and we will not allow only a handful of people to mampulate and preordam

the outcome of the Summit"

Joe Pantoliano, a star of the television show ''The Sopranos: added, "We need

politicians to do their job, to quit stalling, and to get wilh the programme to make

Johannesburg a smashing success,"

Denis Hayes, the leader of the first Earth Day in 1970, said the enwonmental

movement was "arguably the most effective and accomplished social movement in thiS

country." Adding that "we breathe, eat, and drink the environment: he said the right to a

safe and healthy environment was now an American value. Present trends, he said. are

not sustainable, and to export the lifestyles of rich counbies to poorer nations also, "we

will need five more planets:

htfp:/fw-.un.otg/lSummltfhtmlfNhats_new/Otherstories_earthdaL!:!04·html
"I(-



-
•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

United Nations: Johannesburg Summit ::'iI(l::'

There were business leaders as well. Joan Bavana. President of Tnllium Asset
Management, a socially responsible investment firm, said that Wall Street was Slit!
dominated by "eamings vigilantes" who were powerfully aligned "against our Interests."
but she said there was success in prompting companies to dlstnbute environmental
reports. "We try to appeal to the best instincts of corporations ..

A Starbucks executive said thai the company was committed to sustainable coffee
production and distribution, and a Toyota manager said that Its hybnd car. the Pnus-a
combination electric and gasoline-powered car-was 80 per cent cleaner than the
average vehic;e

http://www.un.org!JSummltjhtmljwhats_new/otherstorles_earthdaY_1104.html
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NGO Forum for Johannesburg Back on Track, Say Organizers

Johannesburg, 11 April- Organizers of the NGO Forum for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development say the disagreements between competing factions of Soulh
African civil society that were widely reported are behind them and they are now
completing plans for the gathering, which will be one of the largest meetings ever 01
civil society.

Bheki Ntshalintshali, Deputy General Secretary of the Congress of South African Trade
Unions, one of the main organizers, confirmed that there had been some
disagreements among groups. But, he said, "I can now confirm lhallhere is one CI\'"

society of South Africa that comprises all the major groups ..

',here are quirrels in any family. There will always be disagreements: Ntshahntshah
said, adding that there are no guarantees that the future of the Forum will be quarrel.
free. But he emphasized that the in-fighting will not detract from the event, and that all
South Africans are now "on board." He commented, "People will be asking whether
Africa can host a Summit of this nature," and said everyone had to nse to the occaSIon
"We have to manage it successfully. We do not want South Afnca to be a bad
example."

The Forum, organized entirely by South African civil society, will take place at the Expo
Centre (formerly known as NASREC) from 19 August to 4 September. Organizers say
the site is a ten-minute drive from the official Summit. which will be held at the Sandton
Convention Centre. While the Forum is completely independent of the UN event, and
accreditation to the Forum will be separate. organizers say the Forum will allow CItizens
groups to let the world leaders who will be attending the Johannesburg Summit know
what people want the Summit to achieve.

Forum officials say they do not know how many people Will attend, and called for
groups to register early, either on printed forms or electronocally, on a web site that Wl!l

be up in mid-April at the address http://wwwworldsummll erg za

The Forum organizers said the decision to hold the event the week before the SummIt
will allow civil society to adopt a declaration that can Influence the decisions made at
the official meeting. Ntshalintshali said the idea to have a separate process will help
build solidarity within civil society. "We will be able to speak with one voice and we Wlil

be able to influence the process."

Speaking to a gathering of NGOs and delegates, Ntshalintshali said that other
allegations that the Forum would be govemment-Ied were unfounded. "It will be an
independent Forum," he insisted. The Forum was working with the South African
govemment on logistics, and the govemment is providing resources for the Forum

Organizers say that all groups will be welcome at the Forum, except for groups that
have "a blatant disregard" for the principles of sustainable development. There will be a
registration fee of $165, but Forum officials say they are willing to work with NGOs that
cannot afford the registration fee. There are also plans to provide day passes so that
local residents from nearby Oswego can participate.

• Crispian Olver of the South African Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
reiterated that the government was not involved in the organization or the operations of
the Forum, but had covered the cost of hiring the site, and offered to share logistical
support, such as for transportation.

•
"For us, the Summit is not just the formal Summit, but a multiplicity of events.' Olver
said, referring to the Forum and the cultural exhibition at the Ubuntu village. "We need a

• meaningfUl dialogue
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