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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

L INTRODUCTION

As part of its commitment to achieving long-term sustainability of its communication
and education objectives under the Egyptian Environmental Policy Program (EEPP),
the Academy for Educational Development (AED) developed a partnership with the
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Unit at the Egyptian Environmental Affairs
Agency (EEAA) and the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs (MSEA). The
intention of this partnership is to enhance the skills and abilities of NGOs in the field
of environmental communication and education by developing and carrying out
capacity building interventions in Egypt's main geographical regions.

In preparation for a series of regional workshops, a two-day follow-up workshop was
conducted in the town of Fayed in Ismailia Governorate. It was building on a
previous three-week Capacity Building Institute (CBI) organized for NGOs in Cairo
and Ras Sudr; and in South Sinai, July-August 2001 during Tranche I of the EEPP
program. The main goal of the two-day practicum was to reunite the NGOs that
participated in last year’s CBI workshop in order to assess their progress in
environmental and educational efforts, This appraisal exercise will enable the design
of a work plan for the regional workshops in question based on a clear knowledge of
the NGOs' needs and recommendations.

II. ORGANIZERS

The following parties collaborated in the management and execution of the CBI
follow-up workshop held from 13 to 15 August 2002.

The Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)
s Mr. Hussein Imam
o Ms, Amal Taha

Ms. Hind El-Sayed

The Academy for Educational Development (AED)
Dr. Hassan Abu Bakr

Ms. Neveen Abushadi

Ms. Magda Gomaa

Dr. Hala Adel

Mr. Aly Samir

Ms. Rasha Mostafa

HI. TARGET GROUP

The selection of participants was based on the following critenia:

Having participated in the CBI of Tranche I (July-August 2001}

Being a new and active NGO in the field of environment and development
Being enthusiastic about offering and exchanging experiences

Being a good team player

CWINDOWS: Desktop'Execuetive summan. doc
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The total number of participants were twenty-six. Please refer to the enclosec abie
of participants for details on NGOs main activities and contact numbers.

IV. OBJECTIVES

To appraise the progress achieved by last year's CBI participants

+ To present and exchange experiences in the form of reports, videos, CDs and
publication materiais

o To invite representatives from donor agencies to present their experiences
and success stories

« To create a solid network between the different NGOs and to designate
persons responsible for its management

» To agree on the organization of five regional workshops based on Egypt’s five
main geographical regions

» To discuss the main environmental and development issues spedfic to ezcn
region

» To collect information on the environmental problems in the different
governorates in order to lobby the government towards the required cha~ges

V. VISITORS AND GUEST SPEAKERS

Please refer to the agenda of the workshop for names of visitors anc guest speakers
and for topics presented.

VI. SUMMARY OF PARTICIPANTS' VERBAL EVALUATION

Participants claimed that the workshop was of great interest. They expressed a
great deal of pride and enthusiasm when presenting their success stories and
stressed on the positive impact of last year’s CBI workshop on their present iobs.
They believed that the workshop was held in a friendly environment and that it
involved highly motivated participants. Moreover, participants appredatec the
feeling of joint responsibility generated by group work and the drive to achieve that
resulted from this reunion.

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PARTICIPANTS
e To expand and strengthen the existing NGOs network by encouraging the
involvement of other old and new NGOs active in the field of environment

and development

+ To develop an agreed upon holistic work plan and work style for a successful
partnership between NGOs

« To hold one preparatory meeting for each of the anticipated regional
workshops facilitated by members of AED staff

C ‘WINDOWS\DesktopiExecutive summan doc



To organize the following regional workshops:

1. North Coast Region: North Sinai / Port Said / Damietta /
Dakahlia/ Kafr El Sheikh / Alexandria / Matrouh / Ismailia / Fayum

Main issues. River poliution / Coastline erosion /Biodiversity/
Environmental Management of Northern Lakes
Tentative date. 29-31 October 2002

2. Middle Delta Region: Sharkiya / Gharbeya / Monoufia / Behera

Main issues. High population density / Intensive agriculture /
excessive use of chemicals in agriculture
Tentative date. 14-16 January 2003

3. Southern Delta region: Cairo / Giza / Qalyoubia

Main issues: Air pollution / Solid waste management
Tentative date. 29-31 December 2002

4. Upper Egypt (Northemn region): Beni suef / Minya / Assiyut /
Suhag / Qena

Main issues: Agricultural land scarcity / Iirigation water
Tentative date. 17-19 December 2002

5. Upper Egypt (Southern region): Luxor / Aswan / Wadi El Gedid

Main issues: Tourism & Environment / Sand dunes /water
scarcity
Tentative date. 28-30 September 2002

To produce a detailed report at the end of the five regional NGO workshops
that can be referred to for similar interventions in the future. This report will
include:

Main issues and problems faced
Types of projects undertaken

Level of cooperation obtained
Beneficiaries and affected population
New skills acquired

Suitability of work environment
Suitability of project funding

OO0 O 0 G 0 o

To come up with a list of recommendations based on these regional
workshops to be presented to high-leve! government officials

To design an institutional and legal strategy for the sustainability of NGOs
meetings and interventions in the field of environment and development

CWINDOWS Desktop Executne summan doc
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CAPACITY BUILDING INSTITUTE
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP

AGENDA OF WORKSHOP

Fayed, Ismailia
14-15 August, 2002

13 August 2002
8:00 pm - 9:00 pm Informal meeting with participants
Day 1 14 August 2002
8:00 am - 9:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am - 9:30 am Registration
9:30 am - 10:30 am Opening remarks

1. Dr. Hassan Abu Bakr

Master Trainer & Consuitant. AED
2. Mr. Hussein Imam

NGO Unit Chairman. EEAA
3. Mr. Patrick Papania

Deputy Chief of Party. AED

10:30 am - 11:00 am Workshop objectives
Presented by Dr. Hassan Abu Bakr
EEAA NGO unit
Presented by Mr Hussein imam

- -

Viewing of video ov. CBI 4 crR372T
- RAs Sudr (July-Aug 2001)
o/ o

11:00 am - 11:30 am SUCCESS STORIES July 2001 to July 2002
Egyptian NGOs & Donors Projects

Canadian International Participatory Development Program

Development Agency (CIDA) Presented by Karim Tartoussieh
CAIRO

H nsers nshadt v ord CBF worksiop Follow -up vorkshop dug 8] dgemki o U8 vorksdugp-F g B
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NGO Service Center
CAIRO

USAID Environment Office
CAIRO

Woman Society Association

GIZA

Community Friends Project

For Culture & Development
ALEXANDRIA

Environment & Development

Association
ISMAILIA

11:30 am - 12:00 pm

12:00 pm — 3:00 pm

Academy for Educational

Development
CAIRO

Egyptian Red Crescent
Association

CAIRO

Academy for Educational
Development
CAIRO

Horizon for Environment&
Development
CAIRO

Community Development
Association of Edfa
SUHAG

Egyptian Red Crescent
Association
C_AIRO

E -I‘ N c -
Association for Social
Services

CAIRO

Support to Civil Society in Environmental Projects
Presented by Mohsen Abu Seif

Funds Aliocation to Environmental Projects
Presented by Sylvia Atalla

A Training Course in the USA
Presented by Rabab Hussein

Teacher Training in Environmental Education
Presented by Abeer Ibrahim

Voluntary Work in Youth Centers
Presented by Rasha Gomaa

Tea Break

SUCCESS STORIES - Continued

Agenda 21 Poster Contest
Presented by Neveen Abushadi

The Production of Publications
Presented by Moataz Abdel Ghaffar

The Strength of Well-Presented Proposais
Presented by Patrick Papania
Interpreted by Neveen Apushadi

Organization & Participation in Workshops
Presented by Rasha Mostafa -
Presented by Al Samir

Solid Waste Management Workshops
Presented by Ashraf Bakry

Designing a Training Program
Presented by Khaled Abdel Motglgd - -

Training of Science & Social Studies Teachers
Presented by Moataz Abdetl Fattah

H nsers asfiods wisr ond CBEwarksbopy Foliom cr werkidigs g 100 dpencds of O 8T voarkedug- f g i
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Community Development
Association for the
Rural & Urban Women

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm

6:00 pm - 6:15 pm

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Community Development

Association of Koum El Dab

QENA

Alexandria Friends of the

Environment Association
ALEXANDRIA

Alexandria Friends of the

Environment Association
ALEXANDRIA

Academy for Educational
Development

CAIRO

Environment & Development

Association
ISMAILIA

Upper Egypt Association

Environmental Projects {(Environment Friendly
Cars)

Presented by Khaled Abdel Rehim

Lunch & Break

The World Summit  for
Development
Presented by Hassan Abu Bakr

SUCCESS STORIES - Continued

Landfill Project
Presented by Mohamed Meskeen

An Environmental Awareness Program in Schools
Presented by Emtiaz Hassouna

Methods of Recording the Success of Projects
Presented by Sara Ahmed

The Environmental Awards Scheme / Middle Delta
Presented by Hala Adel

Tree Planting & Cleaning Projects
Presented by Abde! Mawla Mohamed

NGOs Efforts in integrating Environmental

For Education& Development Concepts in Schools

MINYA

Presented by Olfat Makram

Sustainable

Salama Moussa Association Teachers’ Workshops
For Education & Environment Presented by Montasir Awad
MINYA

Karitas Association
ASSIYUT

Interrelation of Disciplines in Schools
Presented by Hanane Makeen

H users nsbardr womvord CBH workshop Faollme g wesasigy dieg 02 fpemda of HD v odtfugpe Ly gy
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ops on Paper Recycling
Presented Ezzat Naim

Association for the Protection Worksh
Girls Education

Presented by Aida Bouios

Of the Environment
-Formal Training

CAIRO
Upper Egypt Association for Team-Working & Non
Presented by Ashraf Maher

Education & Development
's Health & Environment Protection

MINYA
Upper Egypt Association for Children
Education & Development  Presented by Munir Georgy
ASSIYUT
Solar Energy Projects
Presented by Hossam EI Bassoussy

Community Development
Association of Bassayssa
SHARKIYA
A Training Program
by Nader Ayoub

Community Development

Association of Abu Kessah Presented
FAYOUM

Konouz Sinai Association Garbage Coliection on Beaches

For Economic Development Presented by Mohamed Salem

Girls Education Workshops/ Video Production on

Environmental Education

& Environment Protection
Presented by Wagdy Rashed

SOUTH SINAI
_ Karitas Association
[ CAIRO
Dinner

[ 9:00 pm

A Agendu of URE worishop. | np Jdo
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Day 2
8:00 am — 9:00 am

9:00 am — 9:30 am

9:30 am — 9:45 am

9:45 am - 11:30 am

11:30 am - 12:00 pm

12:00 pm — 2:00 pm

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm

4:30 pm

15 August 2002
Breakfast

A Successful Year
Presented by Hassan Abu Bakr

NGOs Involvement in Agenda 21 Traveling
Exhibit
Suggested by Neveen Abushadi

Discussion on Regional NGOs Workshops
Facilitated by Hassan Abu Bakr

Tea Break

Working in Groups

Rivers & Lakes & Other Environmental Issues
in
North Sinai-Port Said-Damietta - Dakahlia - Kafr E!
Sheikh — Alexandria — Matrouh - Ismailia- Fayoum
Facilitated by Hassan Abu Bakr & Ali Sarmir

Chemicals in Agriculture & Other

Environmental Issues

in
Sharkeya — Gharbeya - Monoufia — Behera -
Qalyoubia

Facilitated by Rasha Mostafa

Air Pollution & Solid Waste Management &
Other Environmental Issues
in
Cairo - Giza - Qalyoubia
Facilitated by Hala Adel

Agricultural Land & Irrigation Water & Other
Environmental Issues

in
Beni Suef— Minya - Assiut - Suhag - Qena
Facilitated by Neveen Abushadi
Group Presentations

Wrap Up & Oral Evaluation

Lunch & Departure of Participants

B onsers nsiad wemord CBE workshop Folfow g worishop 4o 70 dgendks of 4 Bl werd g foag gy
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

CAPACITY BUILDING
INSTITUTE

FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP

FAYED
14-15 AUGUST 2002

Total Number: 26
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DETAILED LIST OF NGOs
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- & B = [ [ 8 ] [ 4 [ § e | ] 4 [
CAPACITY BUILDING INSTITUTE
FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP
LIST OF PARTICIPATING NGOs
NGO NAME & ADDRESS TELEPHONE | GOVERNORATE ~ MAIN ACTIVITIES REPRESENTATIVES
CA woArse i
E-MAIL e
Assoclation for the (02) 510- 2723 CAIRO ¢ Income Generation Ezzat Naim
Protection of the » llliteracy Eradication Aida Boulos
Environment » Solid Waste Management
s Recycling
5 Hakim Atalla Rd. Mansheya | apel@idsc.net.e o First Aid
Nasser-—- P.Q.Box 32
El Qalaa ~ Cairo
Woman Society Association | (02) 731-1007 GlzA o Education & Training Rabab Hussein |
¢ Cultural & Technological Skills
74 Abdu Khattab Rd. - Ard E/ Enhancement
Lewa - Giza
wsa@elsnel com eq
Community Friends Project | (03) 542-3553 - ALEXANDRIA e Health & Environmeant | Abeer Ibrahim
for Culture & Development Education
¢ Financing

298 Port Said Rd. - Cleopatra
Hamamat - Alexandria

H:\wers\nshadtwinword CBI workshaop' Follow -ups workshop dug DMt x HLable di
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Alexandria Frlends of the
Environment Assoclation

2 Anessa May Rd. - Near St.
Stefano Hotel — Alexandria

Egyptian Red Crescent
Assoclation

29 El Galaa St. - Cairo

Community Development
Association of Bassayssa

Bassayssa Village — Tabei E/
Tiba — Zagazig ~ Sharkiya

Community Development
Association of Abu Kessah

Fayoum Govemorate —
Abshway Center— Abu
Kessah — Farouka - Fayum

(03) 582-0211

(02) 575-0397
(02) 576-1680

{(055) 622-129

(0OB4) 307-848

ALEXANDRIA

CAIRO

SHARKIYA

FAYUM

Protection of the Natural &
Built Environment
Public Awareness Campaigns

Local Emergencies in relation
to Health & Environment

“Khaled Abdel Moteleb

Emtiaz Hassouna
Sara Ahmed

Moataz Abdel Ghaffar

Youth Employment

Public Awareness / Training/
Education / Research
Programs

Hossam El Bassoussy

Tree Planting
Sewage System
Children Nurseries

Nader Ayoub

Konouz Sinai Association
for Economic Development
& Environment Protection

The New Bassayssa Society
-~ Ras Sudr- South Sinal

H: \users\nshadiwinword\C Bl workshop Follow-up workshop Aug D2 NG Lahle dew

(069) 797-5484

~ SOUTH SINAI

Public Awareness & Training
Small-size Projects

New Communities Development
Energy Efficiency

Solar Energy Projects

Mchamed Salem




[ | [ [ & L = & [ [} ] ] B | § |
Community Development | (096) 328-408 QENA » Small-size Loans Khaled Abdel Rehim
Assoclation for the Rural & » Mother & Child Health
Urban Woman of Qena s Woman & Child Rights

e Social Services
El Bosstan Rd. - Hoad 10 -
Qena
Community Development (096) 821-776 - QENA ¢ Social / Economic / Cultural / | Mohamed Meskeen
Assoclation of Koum El Dab Educational / Environmental
Projects
Koum E! Dab - Nakada
Center - Qena
Salama Moussa (088) 372-481 MINYA Formal Education Montasir Awad
Association for Education & Children llliteracy Eradication
Environment Woman & Child Projects
6, Mostafa Kamel Rd. - salama@sofiom.com.
Behind the Health Insurance | eg
Building - 5" Floor - Minya —
P O Box75
Community Development (093) 305-443 SUHAG Public Health Ashraf Bakry
Assoclation of Edfa lliteracy Eradication
R Health Public Awareness
Edfa - Suhag
apelf®idsc.neteq

H: \wsersinshadtwinword ("Bl workshap\Follow-up workshop Aug 02INCGOs Table dhs




ﬁhrms Association

1 Mahmoud Sedky St. —
Khloussy — Shoubra

Horizon for Environment &
Development

New Fustat City — Second
neighborhood ~ Building 66/5

1 (02) 431-0201

gﬂ@g@iink.net

(02) 788-6303

Ly e e

horizon ed@hotmail.

H-\wsers\nshadiwinword\C B! workshop Follaw-up workshop Aug 02

— 1% floor— Apt.2 com

Environment & "1 (084) 346-132 T
Development Association

Sheikh Zayed — inshaa &

Tamir Buildings - #6 - sigp@thewayout.net
Apt. 182 - Ismailia

Egypt Community Activities | (02) 200-2603
Assoclation

6 Ahmed E! Talyawi St. —

Almaza - Heliopolis ziko@ritsecd,com.eq

NGO Table din

L » ¥ u s * B L -
"""CAIRO o lliteracy Eradicationmw T Hanane Makeen
» Projects for Mentally | Wagdy Rashed
Handicapped
T CAIRO ““Research | Training / Rasha Mostafa
Technical Assistance Aly Samir
o Capacity Building in relation to
Environment & Development
Programs
TTISMAILIA | e “Research & “Evaluation of "Rasha Gomaa
Smali-size Projects Abdel Mawla Mohamed
» Financing (grants) to
Environmental Projects
T "CAIRO Clean-up Campaigns Moataz Abdel Fattah
Field Visits
Presentations




Y
A

Upper Egypt Association
for Education &
Development

Main Office:
65 El Koubessy St. — El Zaher
- Cairo

(02) 589-8364

ASSIYUT
MINYA

H: \waersinshadiwinword\C B workshopFutioe-up workshop Aug 025G Lable doe

Formal Primary Education
lliteracy Eradication (83%
giris)

Health Education Projects

Munir Georgy

Ashraf Maher
Qifat Makram
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The following NGOs were unable to attend the CBI follow-up workshop due to previous engagements but demonstrated

their interest in taking part in the upcoming regional NGOs workshops.

Future Woman (02) 313-0301 GIZA
Association
IR TR N T
1 El Mattar Rd. ~ next to
Khaled Ibn El Waleed
Primary School - West
Mounira - Giza

Coptic Evangelical (086) 343-285 MINYA
Organization for Soclal

Services (CEOSS) OB By G

P.O.Box 50 - Minya tech.mi@ceoss.org.eq

Community (092) 822-059 | WADI EL. GEDID
Development

Association of Mout (0% 821500

Mout - EI Dekhla - Wad/

El Gedid

Upper Egypt Association | (02) 589-8384 CAIRO
for Education &

Development TR

65 El Koubessy St. - El
Zaher - Cairo

H-\wsers\nshadtvwinword CBI workebhogs Follow-up workshop Aug 02N Table do

‘Women-based Projects

Institutional Capacity
Building of NGOs
Agricultural/  Economic/
Environmental
Development

Environmental Protection
Consumer-Rights
Projects

Formal Primary Education
Hiiteracy Eradication (83%
giris)

Health Education Projects

| Fatma Ismail

Guirguis Aziz

Khaled Gebaly

Youssef Farid
Ayman Adel
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APPENDICES

List of Materials Distributed
Samples of Papers Presented



CAPACITY BUILDING INSTITUTE
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

FOLLOW-UP WORKSHOP

LIST OF MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED

e Energy & Development book
¢ Industrial Cities book
¢ Awards Scheme booklet

 Eye on Environment newsletter (June 2002)
o Arabic
o English

o Agenda 21 Children’s folder

o Egyptian Environmental Directory:
Companies & Agencies Providing
Environmental Goods & Services

e Clipping from El-Ahram newspaper (29 May 2002)
o Environmental strategies in Egypt (2002-201 7)

e Paper on “The Main Steps & Procedures for the
Organization of a Workshop”
(attached)

« Extracts from the internet
o The Johannesburg Earth Summit 2002
(attached)

H users nshadi wimsord CBI workshop Follow -up workshop Aug N2 List of morerials doc
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JOHANNESBURG SUMMIT
26 August - 4 September 2002
Johannesburg, South Africa

MEDIA INFORMATION
To receive press releases and media advisories about the Summi by e-mast o~ 2
regular basis, please send a request to mediainfo@un org

For media queries regarding Summit issues and negotiations. story ideas. interviews
and schedules, please contact:

United Nations

Department of Public information Public Affairs Division
Tel: (1-212) 963-9495 or 963-6870 (New York)

Fax: (1-212) 963-0536

E-mail: mediainfo@un org

Or contact your local United Nations Information Centre

MEDIA FACILITIES

A fully staffed and equipped Media Centre will be open to journalists at the Summut site
Sandton Convention Centre. Media Centre facilities will include connections for high-
speed Internet access and laptop computers. telephones. fax machines, ISDN lres aro
facilities for satellite transmission. Contact numbers for satellite arrangements and
bookable production space will be posted here as soon as they are availabie For
information about additional media facilites being set up by the South African natona:
organizers outside Sandton Convention Centre, see their website:

www joburgsummit2002 com.

MEDIA ACCREDITATION

Media who wish to apply for accreditation to the Johannesburg Summit should fiil out
the form attached below. Completed forms. together with a letier of assignment on
official letterhead from the Editor or Bureau Chief, should be sent to.

United Nations

Media Accreditation and Liaison Unit
Depariment of Public Information
Room S-250

New York, NY 10017, USA

Fax (1-212) 963-4642.

Telephone: {1-212) 963-7164 / 5934

No acknowledgement will be mailed to you. If you are applying by mail or fax. passes
will be issued at the Summit site upon presentation of two forms of photo ID (passpont
official national press pass, driver's license, work (D, etc.)

if you are applying at the Summit site for the first ime, you shouid compiete an
application form, present a ietter of assignment and two forms of photo 1D

There is no deadline for media accreditation, which is free of charge.

Media accreditation form for the Johannesburg Summit, available in:
{ English} [ French] [ Spanish }

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION FOR MEDIA
Five hotels near the Summit site, totalling some 2,000 rooms, have been set aside for

media. Early booking is recommended. Media representatives should contact:

Ms. Desre Segal, Globai Conference DMC
tel (+27 11) 463 4300

fax (+27 11) 463 7878

e-mail desre@wssddmc.co.za

http: //ww.ur..org/jsumnﬂl/hhﬂ/rnedia_infoﬂoglsﬂcal_maners.mml
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OTHER STORIES

New UNDP Drive to Support Deveiloping Country Efforts to Meet 2015 Mitlennigm
Development Goals

6 June, BALI, indonesia— Prepared to follow-up on the commulmerts made z: =
World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg_ the United Nat -~
Development Programme tonight unverled 3 new nt:atve. a platform to help
developing countries build their own capacites for susiamable development z-~ meagt
the Mitlennjum Development Goais

The new initiative. Capacity 2015 builds on the programme iaunched alfter tre - 24
Earth Summt. Capacity 21, which »as forusag onwrplementing programmes z- -
projects in communities throughout developing countreg

“Capacity building is the key 1o this process of sustainable development ~ acco-s M
UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown Calting sustainable deveiopment gazt- - =
that has to happen at the local level Malloch Brown said Capacity 2015 “takes - -
thinking a great big step forward ” The new ‘mhatve he said 15 "3 myuch profo _cze-
vision of what capacity buiiding is - adding Mat "itis not ghout IMP2SING ouls te ~- -
of development "

With an emphasis on beefing up the abitty of local communities 1o take charge <1~
own development, Malloch Brown said it was ‘enormously important” that the
Millennium Development Goals-a set of eight targets that include a plec'ge by
governments to reduce by haif the number of people MVING N Doverty by 254 R ramg -
the center of the new programme’s objectives

Malloch Brown said “real Success™ in the foliow-up to Johannesburg hes in the
partnership initiatives that can support the commilments made by governments -
Johannesburg. There should not, however be a rush 1o finaiize a weak documsnt 1o
better for those of ys working s sustainable development that they get this righs 13-
two tmporiant preces in place-solid commitments and partnership-Mailoch Bro .~ san
“We can have a real architecture for sustainable deveiopment undersinned by tre
resources tha: were promised in Monterrey -

Countries have agreed. in the Bah negotiations an the implementation programme o
significantly strengthen” support for UNDP's Capacity building programmes in
developing countnes. “building on the experience gained from Capacity 21 -

Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs. Hassan Wirajuda said UNDP through Capacity
2015, had strengthened its role in capacity development activities. "t s, am

According to Fevzi Aytekin, Minister of Environment for Turkey, UNDP's Capacity 21
had helped Turkey's own L ocal Agenda 21 programme, which has brought public
institutions, locai authonties and citizen groups together to address local problems

"We believe the Capacity 2015 initiative will be a step forward * he said, " 10 strengthen
local, national and global partnerships and synergies for achieving the goals of the 21st
century.”

In addition to meeting the Millennium Development Goals, UNDP expects Capacity
2015 to result in a review of national and local policies and legislation in order 10

http://\ww.un.org/jsumit/hhnl/\nhars‘new/omersbnes_undp_capadty.htm 24)07/2002
[N
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eliminate bottlenechs and ensure proper i~ zentives for iocal sustainable development Y
hopes to support learning networks civic =-~jagement and responsible loca!
leadership. while aiso mobihizing resources "o help communities compete successfuily
in a glohalized worid

http: //www.un.org[;summitﬂ\tmI/whats_new[omerstoﬁes_undp_capadty.htm 240712002
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NGO Survey Shows 45 Countries Indicate Leader Will Attend Summit; 45 Others
"L ikely" to Attend

6 June, BALI, Indonesia— There are 45 countries that say their leader will attend the
World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg this August, and another
40 that say it is likely that their jeaders will atlend, according to an NGO survery
released at the Bali PrepCom today.

The survey was conducted by the US-based NGO, the Natural Resources Defense
Council, and is based on interviews with representatives of 175 countries, either
through national missions to the United Nations in New York or in discussions with

delegates in Bali.

According to Jaccb Scherr of NRDC. similar surveys done before the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro showed, at this point in the process, that 64 world leaders had

already committed to attending the Summit.

“The earlier leaders decide to come to the Summit, the more time they have to deveiop
concrete initiatives that they can announce at the Summit,” Scherr said, adding that this
was the first time the United Nations was asking governments to come forward to say
what they will do to implement sustainable development.

Oniy a handful of couniries said thal their leader would not attend, according to Scherr
but there were 40 countries where countries replied that there was better than "a fifty
per cent chance.,” of coming.

But several key countrnes are among the st of undecided, Scherr said, a hst that
included the United States, india, China. and the Russian Federation.

“We will see whether world leaders will have the courage t0 go to Johannesburg 1o 1ake
action,” Scherr said.

Chariotte Youngsblood of the Earth Day Network said a giobal campaign was underway
{o persuade world teaders to come to Johannesburg. and that so far, the campaign hac
been signed by 1,160 organizations and by over a million people.

“The WSSD is a rare opporiunity for representatives to come together to discuss the
problems of the planet,” she said, adding that, in addition to urging world ieaders to
attend, the campaign was aimed at promoting public awareness of the Summut

ﬁttp: [/www.un.omﬂsummMlepnhas_new[ommﬂes_mo_wmy.mm 24/07/2002
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Small Grants from GEF Go a Long Way for Bali Communities

Sumber Klampok, BALLI, Indonesia— Past the
terraced rice paddies and into the forest in the
northwest corner of Bali, lies the village of Sumber
Klampok, an unpretentious assortment of homes
and fields that. until recently. many people wished
was not there

Troes planted in buffer rong oo
community amd the Tore

Nestled in the newly created Bali Barat National Park, the villagers were seen as 3
danger to the forest and an obstruction to the development of ecotounsm ir: the a-ea
The authorities let the residents know that they should leave

But today Sumber Klampok, home to 600 households, is officially recogmzed as a
village within the park. the result of community action that coalesced around the efforts
of young people who wanted to protect the surrounding environment. That effort
received a boost from the GEF Small Grants Programme, that has allow the viliagers tc
map and demarcate their lands as well as to initiate organic farming ven‘ures anc
projects to help protect local bird species

On a recent trip sponsored by the programme. which Is impiemented by the United
Nations Development Programme. to the viiage dunng the recent preparalory meeting
for the World Summit on Sustainable Development. the villagers turned out in force 10
greet the visitors with music, dance, and a weicoming ceremony

“We would like to produce something that can be sustained.” village leader Made
Nuyatha told the visitors. noting that there the village has alreacy accomphshed a 01
such as in the production of organic foods. compest and natural pesticides

According to the local farmers, organic farnnng has brought benefits, albeit slowty Tha
comn and the rice. they say, are very sweet and fetch higher prices for the well-fo-do i
Jakarta, but the farmers note that they recetve far less of the profits than the traders
However, the farmers say they benefit from weaning themseives away from expens:ve
peslicides and ferlihizers

With the help of the project, the villagers have aiso been instrumental in protecting the
Bali Starlings, an endemic species that faced extinction after it was over-zeaiously
sought out a prized status symbol pet. The starling numbers dwindled to as few as 60
birds, but with the help of the breeding in captivity programme supporied by Small
Grants Programme, they now number several hundred.

The GEF Small Grants Programme, operational since 1992, has provided about $120
million to non-govemmental organizations and community groups in 63 developing
countries to promote grassroot efforts to protect and conserve the environmeni while
generating sustainabie livelihood opportunities. One of the most successful efforts to
implement sustainable development, the programme has benefited over 4, 000 through
more than 3,100 projects with grants that have, on average, amounted to about
$20,000. The Small Grants Programme supplements the larger projects funded by the
GEF, or Global Environment Facility.

http://www.un.org/isummit/tml fwhats_new/otherstories_gef_grants.html
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South Africa to Convene Friends of the Chair Meeting to Help Speed Agreement
on Johannesburg Outcome

New York, 9 July—South African President Thabo Mbeki has invited 25 countnes o
serve as "Friends of the Chair” for the World Summit on Sustainable Development i~ a=
effort to find an approach that will help resolve the remaining d:fferences and acheve 3
global consensus at the Summzt. The group wiil hold its first meeting in New York on 7
July.

The South African initiative grew out of discussions between President Mbeki and
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan during the Group of Eight Summut :»
Kananaskis, Canada last month According to South Afncan UN Ambhassador Dumi.san.
Kumalo, the leaders of the G8 were among the first 1o accept President Mbeki's
invitation.

The 25 countries were selected based on geographicat representation as weli as "thei
common interest in the pending issues. and their overall commitment to the suciess of
the Johannesburg Summit.” Kumato sad

South Africa assumed the chairmanship of the Summit after the tast preparalory
meeting in Bali, Indonesia last month. The Bali meeting concluded with agreemernts o~
about three-quarters of the Summit’s implementation plan, and the remaining IS5UeS
which include some of the most difficult were left for Johannesburg. The Chairman ¢f
the Preparatory Committee for the Sumrit was Dr Emil Salim of Indonesia

The 17 July meeting will be led by South African Minister of Foreign Affairs. Dr
Nkosazana Diamini Zuma. and by the UN Secretary-General. It is South Africa's "ocpe
that the meeting will be attended by Ministers or “sherpas” who report directiy 10 ine
Heads of State and Government of the invited countries

President Mbeki, according to a press release issued by the South Afncan Missicn 1o
the United Nations, “remains convinced that a focused poltical discussion of the
outstanding issues could resultm an approach that can help expedite the process 0
Johannesburg.”

The Friends of the Chair meeting wilt not be a negotiating session. which must be sgen
to ali Member States. Rather, 1 provides an opporiunity for key players to find an
approach or a mechamsm that would facilitate the negotiations to be held n
Johannesburg.

Still to be resolved are issues concerning trade and finance, globalization. sethng
targets and timetables. and differences over the interpretation of principles adopted at

the Earth Summit.

South African representatives noted that the Bali PrepCom was successful in reducing
the number of outstanding issues in the implementation pian, and expressed their
appreciation for indonesia’'s efforts in hosting the meeting

The countries invited by President Mbeki to serve as Friends of the Chair include
Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark. Egypt. France Germany, Ghana, India,
indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Mexico, Nigena, Norway, Russian Federation.
Senegal, Sweden, Uganda, United Kingdom. United States and Venezuela

hitp: /[ww.un.org/jsummnmuni[whats_new/omersbdes_!nends_of_me_mak.hlml
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High-Level Push in Bali to Firm Up Sustainable Development Agenda

5 June, BALI, indonesia— In the final phase of the final PrepCom for the Worid Summa
on Sustainable Developmenti, more than 100 ministers from around the worid began
three days of defiberations in Bali to generate high-level political commitments for
action

The Summit will be an historic opportunity to mobilize governments, people, inshtutions.
and resources for sustainable development, and will take place in Johannesburg South
Africa, from 26 August to 4 Seplember.

At stake in the Bali ministerial-leve! meeting is the strength of government
comritments in Johannesburg to set up programmes aimed at improving living
conditions woridwide while preserving the natural ecosystem on which people depend
The results of the ministerial discussions will provide the basis for the political
declaration that Heads of State and Govemnment will adopt at the Johannesburg
Summit. The other key issue for discussion during the ministerial session is the linkage
between partnerships and the govemnment commitments in the Johannesburg outcome

*The Summit in Johannesburg is truly a chance to set a more hopeful course of
development for all of humanity,” United Nations Deputy Secretary-General Louise
Fréchette told the 118 ministers attending the Preparatory Committee meeting “The
challenge, as ever, is to match aspiration with action, and promise with positive change
in people’s lives. We know what needs to be done. Now. let's move ahead ~

Fréchetie, in her address, said, "Johannesburg is meant to find another way. a path that
improves standards of living while protecting the environment ™ She added. “That
relationship-between human society and the natural environment-is the core concem of
Johannesburg, and is what sets Johannesburg apart from other UN conferences and
summit.”

In welcoming the ministers, Indonesian President Megawati Soekamoputn said the Bak
meeting could influence the Johannesburg Summit by heiping to build a strong
foundation for sustainable development, and make a "real contribution to humanity.”
“Ten years have passed since we adopted Agenda 21," she said. it is ime for us to
follow it up with concrete programmes and aclivities.”

The Johannesburg Summit will result in a political deciaration, a programme of
implementation, and voluntary partnership initiatives by and between governments.
citizen groups, and the private sector that will actually carry out sustainable
development projects.

Negoftiations on a programme of implementation—the Bali Commitmenis—that wall
serve as the guiding plan for an action-oriented agenda that brings measurabie results,
are expected to conclude on Friday. While the two-week PrepCom has already
produced substantial agreements on promoting activilies across a broad range of
sustainable development activities, negotiations on the remaining areas of
disagreement have proved difficuit.

According to PrepCom Chairman Emil Salim, the tough negotiations are not
unexpected. “Everyone wants to keep their cards close to their chest unti the last
moment. But for me, this is normal.”

in fact, In Salim's view, the real negotiations have just begun. But he emphasized that
the document would be compieted in Bail. "We will be finished in Bali. After Bali, we will
prepare the ground to make Johannesburg successful.”

Progress has been made and many paris of the document are free of bracket, or text
where there is still disagreement. Johannesburg Sacretary-General Nitin Desai said
“the key elements have all been agreed upon,” adding that judgement of the text shouid
not be made until the very end, when the finai differences are bridged. Bul beyond

hitp: [www.un.org/Jsummit/himi whats_new/otherstories_ball_highleve!.htm 24072002
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reaching minimum expectations, Desai said, "What we're aiming at now is much mcre
We're aiming at a good, strong programme of action, and we will push these concer™s
as far as we can take it.”

Salim said the Bali Commitment would contain new time-bound targets. "ltis a reahs: <
plan and it is not ‘pie in the sky.' But to implement il, we all have to be commutted’

Over 4,500 people from 173 countries are attiending the Bali meeting, including 3 large

contingent of non-governmental organizations, which Salim said have played a2 majcr
role in lobbying government delegations for a stronger agreement

hﬂp:[[www.un.orgﬁsummit[hhnl/whats_new[oiherstories._bali_high!eve!.htm 24/07/2002
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Developing Countries Take Initiative to Broaden Access to Water and Sanitation

4 June, BAL!, Indonesia— At the time South Africa ended apartheid and became a
democracy in 1994, 14 million people out of a total population of 42 million lacked
access fo clean drinking water.

But in seven years, South Africa has halved the number of people who lack access o
safe water-ahead of schedule-according to Ronnie Kasrils, South African Minister for
Water Affairs and Forestry, and if the present targets are met, he says everyone will
have clean water by 2008.

Two years ago, however, the worst cholera epidemic in the country’s history broke out
in the KwaZulu Natal Province. Kasrils said, "1t took us by surprise because we thought
we were on the right track by providing ciean water.” As a result, South Africa had to
reevaluate its strategy, and after meeting with the Water Supply and Sanitation
Collaborative Council, adopted a new approach that included clean water, adequate
sanitation and hygiene awareness.

"We made an error,” Kasrils said during a press conference. "By concentrating on
water, we neglected sanitation.” Now, with a program that gives clean water and proper
sanitation equal weight, he believes every South African wili have access to proper
sanitation by 2015.

The WSSCC, together with the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, has embarked on a programme of launching initiatives that will deliver the
infrastructure for basic water and sanitation services to the poor in an effort to halve the
number of people, presently 1.1 billion, who lack access to clean water, and the 2.4
billion who lack proper sanitation.

The programme, "WASH" for Water, Sanitation and Hygiene launched its first
programme in South Africa this April, and will soon launch another in Uganda. WASH
hopes to replicate these efforts in 30 other countnies.

According to WASH, some 6,000 children die every day from diseases caused by a lack
of access to safe drinking water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene. In the last 10
years, it says, more children have died due to diarthoea than all the people lost 10
armed conflict since World War Il

Negotiations on water and sanitation section of the implementation programme for the
World Summit on Sustainable have been substantially completed. with the exception of
what many consider the most essential element-a target for reducing by half the
number of peopie who lack access to sanitation by 2015. Negotiations over whether the
outcome document will specify a target are ongoing.

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said that water and sanitation was
one of five areas where the Summit couid achieve tangible and measurable results
using existing technologies and resources.

“| believe in targets,” Kasrils said. "The World Summit on Sustainable Development
must agree on targets.”

hits jwww. un.org sumeniyhtmijwhats_newfotherstories_waterministers. htm 24/07/2002
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Implementation of Desertification Convention Seen as Key to Promoting
Sustainable Development, Fighting Poverty in Drylands

31 May, BALI, indonesia— The dust blowing across China that assaulted Beijing th:s
year went on to reach Japan and Korea, but it did not stop there: it continued on toward

the west coast of North America, disrupting air travel and causing health problems

Dust storms are increasing, according to Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of
Convention to Combat Desertification, and it is affecting areas that have never though
of it as a problem before. in fact, he said, sands blown away from Africa recently landed
in Switzerland.

Land degradation has often been considered a local issues, caused by poor land
management, poor farming techniques, and poor water distribution. But the problem.
which affects an estimated 2.3 billion peopie in over 100 countries is now blowing
across national boundaries, and is having an international impact.

The issue has emerged as a major issue for the Wortd Summit on Sustainable
Development and United Nations Secretary-General identified land degradation, wh:ch
affects as much as two thirds of the world's agricultural land, as one of the five ma
areas where the Summit should concentrate efforts 1o achieve results.

The United Nations Environment Programme estimates that every year, 10 milhon
hectares of arable land are being lost to desertification, costing the world close to $42
billion annually. Yet that the price-tag for action 10 avoid further degradation would on.y
be $2.4 million.

“No one is listening, but this is a good investment,” Diallo said, but the treaty to hait iand
degradation, with virtually universal membership, still has little funding.

There are proposals presently under consideration in the Bali PrepCom to significantiy
increase funding to the Desertification Convention through the Global Environment
Facility, but there are some concems that the GEF could be stretched too thin uniess
donor countries agree to a significant replenishment.

Mostafa Tolba, who presided over the Earth Summit+5, and who is a member of a
panel of eminent personalities for the Convention, said it was essential to address ne
issue of land degradation if the Johannesburg Summit is to succeed. "About 70 per cent
of the poverty in Asia and Africa is in rural areas. |f you want to address poverty, you
have to go where the poverty is. Implementation of the Convention would be a good
way."

According to Tolba, interest in the desertification issue has flagged because it is not
seen as affecting people in developed countries, although dryland areas of Spain.
Portugal and Greece are experiencing degradation. Although pecple see a connection
between themseives and climate change and ozone depletion, he said that link i1s often
missing when it comes to desertification.

The Desertification Convention, an offspring of the 1992 Earth Summit, cails for a
"bottorm-up” participatory approach where people in affected communities, including
women and youth, identify their problems and their solutions. The process eventually
percolates up to the national ievel where, countries adopt national action plans. To date,
£8 countries have adopted these plans, and sre now locking to donors for resources to

implement them.

But desertification has not been a donor priority, Diallo says. Assistance {o hot spots.
such as Afghanistan, East Timor and Kosovo, Diallo said. are usually the explanation
donors give why resources {0 fight desertification are not forthcorming.

Desertification, Diallo said, is not about build barriers to prevent the spread of the
desert, but rather, about taking steps to transform fragile ecosystems back into land that

hup:[/www.m.orgﬂwmmltjhknl/\vhats_new[oﬂwersbﬂes_deaaﬁﬂcaﬁon.html
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can produce food. According to Diallo, restoring degraded lands can aiso piay an
important role in mitigating the effects of greenhouse gases by serving as a carbon
sink.

What we are saying," Diallo said, "is that deaiing with land degradation can iead to win-
win scenarios.” Partnerships will be important he said, but since tand degradation is
typically a problem of the poorest of the poor, most of the partnerships will necessarilty
require the public sector.

The development of voluntary partnership initiatives has emerged as a third major

outcome of the Johannesburg Summit. The partnerships, it is hoped, will go beyond
what governments can and must do to implement sustainable development

hﬂp:/[www.un.om[jsummit[hhnl[vdats_new/oﬂlerstories_deserﬁﬁeaﬁm.huni
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UNDP's Equator Initiative To Spotlight Partnerships that Work

& 22 May- Using the old ways and methods, there are indigenous people in the Amazon
who can make natural rubber into a matenial that is virtually indistnguishable from
leather. And now, models are parading skirs and handbags made of that mock-leairer
on runways in Paris, New York, and Rio.

The initiative is a partnership between an entrepreneur. a non-governmentai
_ organization and a local people that has worked to protect the rainforest. provide steady
& incomes, and maintain traditional customs. According to Sean Southey. Manager of the
United Nation Development Programme’s Equator Initiative, this is just an exampie cf
how partnerships can protect biodiversity and reduce poverty

“The dilemma is, how do you develop an income from a standing forest that is more
than the income from chopped wood?" he asked. "Here. these people were in danger cf
~ losing a way of life. They were being forced from the land.” The answer was the
™ osartnership, which recognized that there was traditional knowledge 1o tap the rubbe-
from trees, and work it to become the leather-like product

= Are parnerships really the best way to promote sustainable development? To test the
theory, which has almost become an article of faith in the preparations for the World
Summit on Sustainable Development, the Equator Inititative 15 working tc see how weli
partnerships work in the area of the world where resuits are needed most in the ignt 1c
reduce poverty and protect biodiversity.

To spotlight parinerships that have made a difference. the Equator Initiative will present

a awards 1o six partnership initiatives that can be replicated in other equatonal regions in
Johannesburg, during the Summit. The Initiative received over 300 nominations for the
awards, which will be determined by a panel of independent judges

- Through the Equator Initiative, which started last August as a resuit of discussions
petween UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown and Timothy Wrth of the UN
Foundation, UNDP aims to raise the profile of partnerships that work in the world's

@ equatorial region to fight poverty and protect the biodiversily.

Part of the problem so far, is that programmes that work often have a stealth quality A~
- lot of what's working and is viable is not widely known and that 1s why the Equator
Initiative was created,” says UNDP's Senior Environmental Policy Adviser Charies
McNeill. "We are not lookinhg for a silver bullet, but we are trying to find out what works
~ and why. He added, ~our initial findings sugest that exciting, innovative results can
& happen through parinerships, especially at the local level”

; The equatorial region, from the Tropic of Cancer to the Tropic of Capricom, at 23 5
i degrees north and south of the Equator respectively, touches 116 countries, according
to McNeill, and includes an enormous proportion of the world's biodiversity, and much

of the worid's poverty.

i McNeil said about 60 per cent of the equatoriat region's population was dependent on
local plants for their health needs. But it is not just the tropics that benefits— 8 out of 10
leading prescription drugs originally came from organisms and estimates put the over-

il the-counter cost of drugs from plants alone was estimated in 1998 to be $20 biliion n
the U.S. and $84 billion.

Beyond the awards, which the Initiative plans to award every two years, UNDOP expects
8  the Equator Initiative to heavily promote South-South cooperation and to encourage the

spread of technology that has proved successful in equatorial development. In addition.

it is hoped that the Initiative will produce policy recommendations that could foster the
@ proper environment for other partnership initiatives 10 flourish.

Aside from its role in promoting partnerships, the Equator initiative is, by itsetf, an
example of a parinership initiative that may be featured at the Johannesburg Summit

8  pip: www.un.org lsummithbmi/whats_newjothersiories_leather.hoi 24/07/2002
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The Initiative is a programme of UNDP. BrasilConnects-an NGO ihe Government of
Canada, the International Development Research Centre. JUCHN the Teig, s:1on Trust
for the Environment, and the United Nations Foundation.

hup:[[ww.dn.org[;summit/htmlpvhats_naw/ometstories_leather.html

Page 2 of

2407/2002

11



United Nations: Johannesburg Summit 2002 Page 1 of |

PrepCom Chair issues New “Action-Oriented Draft for Negotiations on
Johannesburg Summit Implementation Programme

9 May, New York— A comprehensive new proposal for an implementation ptan that
could be adopted at the Worid Summuit on Suslainable Development has been issued
by the Chairman of the Summit's Preparatory Committee

The new text, which contains straight-forward recommendations on a range of issues
from poverty reduction to imiting unsustainable patterns of consumption and protection
of natura! resources and ecosystems, wiill serve as the basis for negotiations at the final
preparatory commitiee meeting for the Summit, which will be heid in Bali. Indonesia

from 27 May - 7 June

According to Preparatory Committee Chairman Dr. Emil Salim. the new text contains
“action-oriented” language that tells governments to ~do it.” rather than weaker
language that merely "encourages” or says something “is desirable ” He sad, "We can
say beautiful things. but now is the time to say “lets doit”™

Salim said the 39-page draft paper incorporated the recommendations and proposals of
countries during the previous PrepCom held in New York and hoped that the use of
consensus language would make the negotialions easier.

The early release of the draft negotiating text wili allow deiegates and other participants
in the Summit process an opportunity to prepare for the Balt PrepCom ahead of tme
the hope of reaching a quick consensus. According to Salim_ full agreement on ihe

implementation programme should be achieved by 31 May. the end of the first week of

the PrepCom.

The new draft does indicate areas of disagreement and where discussions must be held
to bridge. These include setting target dates. references 1o the imptementation of the
Kyoto Protocol, and the means of implementation

But there are, already, large areas of agreement, particularly concerning the need i
launch programmes aimed at povefty reduction and the need to meet the 2015
Millennium Development Goa! of halving the proportion of people hiving in poverty ihe
draft text atso calis for halving the proportion of people who lack access 10 proper
sanitation by 2015

The recommendations contained in the implementation. when approved, will serve as
the basis for the voluntary partnership initiatives that the Summit is hoping ¢ encourage
between all parties in societies as a way of ensunng implementation and for obtaming
results.

http://www.un.org[jsummﬂ/html[whats_new/omerstories _prepchair_(90502.html 24/0772002
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Energy Emerges as a Key Issue for Johannesburg

New York, 8 May 2002 — Beyond the debates over energy use and eficiency that have
featured during the preparatory process for the World Summit on gystainable
Development is the fact that more than a third of the world's population does not have

clean and affordable energy services.

With more than two pilion people still burning firewood or blomass for cooking anc
heating, a lack of modern energy has emerged as a major cause of continuing poverty.
pollution and environmental degradation. While there 1s no disagreement that efforts
must be made to bring modermn energy services to those who presently lack them. 1n&fé
is a major chasm of difierences that have yet to be bridged regarding which sources of

energy production should be favoured.

“Having two billion people living outside the energy network 1s not sustainaple.” sa1C
Johannesburg Summit Secretary-GeneraI, Nitin Desai. "What we have to do 1s meét
those needs as well as cope with the environmental and social consequences.”

d. recailing that when

Access 1o energy has a major impact on development. Desai sal
e’ inhs

he was growing up in india, the arrival of electncity was "the biggest chang
village.

The problem is that most of the people who do not have access 1o electricity hve in rural
areas where itis expensive 10 tap into national power grids. But Desai said. "NO power
is more expensive than no power. There are needs out there that have to be met and

there are ways out there to meet those needs.”

Experts from electric companies 52y the cost of bnnging electricity to those withous
would require a substantiat, although not @ prohibit‘wely large. nvestment Chnstian
stoffaes, of Electricité de France. figured that the job of bnnging electricity to ail would
need a total investment of about $200 billion, of apout $7 bitlion per year over a 30-year
period. *This is a very small amount,” he said, but "the problem is that this will nct b€
done by itself.” New mechanisms and incentives weré needed. he added. and chanty

and small programmes would not be sufficient

Gurneeta Vasudera, of the Tata Environmental Research Institute 10 india. argued that
instead of @ problem ihat needs fixing. the large number of unserved people represents
a market opportunity-2 market that amounts to as much as §20 bitlion a year. “There 1s
a willingness on the part of the poor to pay.” she pbserved

Electric utilities say that they are working on vanous projects 10 pring electncity 10 rural
areas. Shigeyuki Kuninobu, Vice President of Tokyo Electnc, explai-ed that an
organization of seven electnc companies, known as the "E-7.718 presently participahng
in 30 programmes in 22 countries 10 build capacity and share technology 1 3 manner
that promotes community participation and environmental protection

And Dale Heydauff of Amernican Electric Power. 8 consortrum of US power companes.
said that it was working to promote best practices while expanding access 10 affordable
energy. “people who do not have elecinicity,” he said, "are destined to remamn destitute”

But extending power grids takes many years and in some crcumstances will never L€
economically viable. According 1o Gail Karisson of the NGO Energia, alternatives lo the

veloped to meet demand. This can be done through 3 mix of

grid systen: need ‘o be de
energy sources that includes renewables, such as solar, wind, hydroelectnc. and gas

from biomass, as well as liquefied petroteum gas and other fosstl fuels.
To increase the use of renewable energy. many NGOs contend that govemment
intervention is necessary 10 help make solar of wind energy economically competitive.
Greenpeace, fof example, estimates that governments currently subsidize fossi fuels ©©
the tune of $250-$350 billion 8 yeoar, money that they contend can easity go toward

ol
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promoting renewable sources of energy

A challenge for the Johannesburg Summit1s to find ways of bringing clean. afforral ¢

energy to those in need.

http: [[wml.un.org[]summlt/html[whals_new]otherstoﬁes_
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Earth Day Marked by Calls for Stronger Environmental Leadership.

New York, 22 April- The heat wave that enguifed New York ihe week before had
snapped, and a cold rain fell as a group of celebries. poht-C:ans. achvists and bus "ess
leaders marked the 32nd Earth Day in a 50ggy tent cutside 1ne United Nauons

But the rain was a welcome intrusion at a time of continuing drought on the east ccast
of North America, and the consensus of the Earth Day ceremony participants was tral
the rain was a good omen. "Where | come from,” Johannesburg Summi Secretlary-
General Nitin Desai said, "rain on a holiday or a special event:s cons:dered an

auspicious sign of promise.”

Beyond good luck, however, there were calls for strong leagership 10 make the Wword
Summit on Sus.ainable Development, which will 1ake place in Johannesburg this
August, an event that mobilizes action to protect the environment and improve the

quality of life for everyone.

More than just aiming to improve environmental policies and programmes. Desa:
stressed that it was time to take the environmental agenda beyond environmental
ministries and make environmental considerations part of every decision. "We have 10

inject this into everyone's agenda.”

Desai added that susiainabie development was not just for governments. and that a
broader community. including business, must be part of the soiution

But the main worry of most of the Earth Day ceremony parhcipants was that
government invoivement and political jeadership will be weakn Johannesburg. anc
there were numerous cails on world leaders to commit now 10 attending the Summut Al
present, only a few leaders including United Kingdom Prime Mimster Tony Blair and
Russian Federation President \iadimir Putin, have publicty announced that they wiii Q0

to Johannesburg.

“The Johannesburg Summitis a great opportunity and a greal nsk ” according 1o
Kathleen Rogers, President of the Earth Day Network "The nisk 1S that nothing will

happen.”

United States Congressman Christopher Shays. Republican from Connecticut. saic thal
the Summit "could be a turning point.” and that it could have a sizeabie impact. but
wamed, "that won't happen unless our world leaders participate " He said. "They won
attend unless the Summit addresses specific issues, but iromcally. you can't address
those issues if they don't come.” Shays said that he has met with President Bush.
urging him to attend. and that there will be a large US Congressional delegation to the

Summil.

Actress Susan Sarandon said that efforts to protect the environment have been
suffocated by a lack of leadership, and progress during the '80s and '90)s "has been
stalled in the name of economic growth-some may call it greed.” Calling on worid
leaders to show leadership in Johannesburg, she added, "We will not tolerate
indifference, and we will not allow only a handful of people 10 manipulate and preordain

the outcome of the Summit.”

Joe Pantoliano, a star of the tetevision show "The Sopranos.” added, "We need
politicians to do their job, to quit stalling. and to get with the programme to make
Johannesburg a smashing success.”

Denis Hayes, the leader of the first Earth Day in 1970, said the environmental
movement was “arguably the most effective and accomplished social movement in this
country.” Adding that “we breathe, eat, and drink the environment,” he said the right lo a
safe and healthy environment was now an American value. Present trends, he said, are
not sustainable, and to export the lifestyles of rich countries to poorer nations aiso, “we
will need five more planets.”
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There were business leaders as well. Joan Bavana, President of Tnlhum Assel
Management, a socially responsible investment firm, said that Wall Sireet was shit
dominated by "eamings vigilantes” who were powerfully aligned “against our interests”
but she said there was success in prompting companies 10 distnbute environmental
reports. “We try 1o appeal to the best instincts of corporations ”

A Starbucks executive said that the company was commutted to sustainable coffee
production and distribution, and a Toyota manager said that its hybrid car, the Prus-a
combination electric and gasoline-powered car-was 80 per cent cleaner than the

average vehicie

hitp: [Mww.un.org/jsummlt/html/whats_new/otherstoﬁes_ear!hday_‘.’i()«!.hlml 24072002
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NGO Forum for Johannesburg Back on Track, Say Organizers

Johannesburg, 11 April- Organizers of the NGO Forum for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development say the disagreements between competing factions of Scuth
African civil society that were widely reported are behind them and they are now
completing pians for the gathering, which will be one of the targest meelings ever of
civil society.

Bheki Nishalintshali, Deputy General Secretary of the Congress of South African Trade
Unions, one of the main organizers, confirmed that there had been some
disagreements among groups. But, he said, "I can now confirm that there is one civ’
society of South Africa that comprises all the major groups ~

“There are qurreis in any family. There will always be disagreements,” Ntshahnishat:
said, adding that there are no guarantees that the future of the Forum will be quarre!-
free. But he emphasized that the in-fighting will not detract from the event, and that all
South Africans are now "on board." He commented, “People will be asking whether
Africa can host a Summit of this nature,” and said everyone had to nse to the occasion
"We have to manage it successfully. We do not want South Africa to be a bad
example.”

The Forum, organized entirely by South African civil society, will take place at the Expo
Centre (formerty known as NASREC) from 19 August to 4 September. Organizers say
the site is a ten-minute drive from the official Summit, which will be held at the Sandton
Convention Centre. While the Forum is completely independent of the UN event, and
accreditation to the Forum will be separate, organizers say the Forum will allow citizens
groups to let the worid leaders who will be attending the Johannesburg Summit know
what people want the Summit to achieve.

Forum officials say they do not know how many people will attend, and called for
groups to register early, either on printed forms or electronically. on a web site that wili
be up in mid-April at the address hitp:/iwww. worldsummit org za.

The Forum organizers said the decision to hold the event the week before the Summut
will allow civil society to adopt a declaration that can influence the decisions made at
the official meeting. Ntshalintshali said the idea to have a separate process will help
build solidarity within civil society. "We will be able 10 speak with one voice and we will
be able to influence the process.”

Speaking to a gathering of NGOs and delegates, Ntshalintshali said that other
allegations that the Forum would be government-ied were unfounded. "It will be an
independent Forum,” he insisted. The Forum was working with the South African
government on logistics, and the govermnment is providing resources for the Forum.

Organizers say that all groups wilt be welcome at the Forum, except for groups that
have "a blatant disregard"” for the principles of sustainable development. There wili be a
registration fee of $165, but Forum officials say they are willing 1o work with NGOs that
cannot afford the registration fee. There are also plans to provide day passes so that
local residents from nearby Oswego can participate.

Crispian Oiver of the South African Department of Environmentat Affairs and Tounsm
reiterated that the government was not involved in the organization or the operations of
the Forum, but had covered the cost of hiring the site, and offered to share logisticai
support, such as for transportation.

“For us, the Summit is not just the formal Summit, but a multipicity of events.” Olver
said, referring to the Forum and the cultural exhibition at the Ubuntu village. "We need a
meaningful dialogue

hitp:/fwww.un.org/jsummit/htmi/whats_new/otherstories_ngo_1104.htm! _ 24/07/2002



