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I. INTRODUCTION

Based on a request from the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs (MSEA) and
the Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA), the Academy for Educational
Development (AED) facilitated the organization of the Agenda 21 Children's National
Poster Contest executed by the Green Corner Library Network through EEAA.

The Agenda 21 Poster Contest, a drawing competition revolving around the theme
'Caring For Our World", was organized at the national level under the auspices of the
First Lady Suzanne Mubarak as part of Egypt's preparations for the World Summit for
Sustainable Development. The drawing contest involved children between seven
and twelve years old. It was intended at raising their awareness about sustainable
development, the objectives of Agenda 21 and the Rio+10 preparations. Children
were invited through the Green Corner libraries to submit drawings that reflect their
concerns about the global environment and development issues. The collection of
winning entries from all over the world was exhibited at the World Summit for
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, in August and September
2002.

The Agenda 21 Poster Contest was carried out in the Green Comer libraries in
Egypt's 27 governorates during the school mid-year recess (Jan-Feb 2(02). The
children's artworks, one thousand three hundred and eight drawings submitted from
the different governorates of Egypt, were short-listed by regional focal points at
Green Corner libraries. The regional winners were evaluated by a nationat judging
cornmittee whose members represented artists, educators, publishers and
environmental professionals. The judging was facilitated by the Integrated Care
Society (ICS), one of the lead Green Corner libraries.

•
•

II. THE PRE-CONTEST PHASE

1. Publicity

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

AED produced a set of Arabic materials to publicize the contest and encourage the
children to participate by creating drawings that reflect their own perspectives and
concerns about the Egyptian as well as global environment. These publicity
materials included five posters portraying five main environmental themes and a
children's folder containing a sticker entry form, a descriptive flyer and four sheets
about vital environmental issues.

2. Orientation

AED organized four orientation days in four of Egypt's main cities: Cairo. Alexandria.
Aswan and Tanta in order to introduce the Green Conner librarians to the Agenda 21
Contest and provide them with the information. procedures and timelines necessary
to carry out the competition. The Cairo orientation days held on 30 & 31 December
2001 received 51 librarians from the 26 Green Comer libraries of Cairo. Giza. Fayum
and Wadi EI Gedid governorates. The Alexandria orientation days held on 23 & 24
December 2001 received 15 librarians from Alexandna. Matrouh, Behara. Damietta.
Sharkeya and Ismailia governorates. The Aswan orientation days held on 28 & 29
December 2001 received 17 librarians from Aswan. Luxor, Benl Suet. Suhag. Minya.
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Qena, Hurghada and Red Sea governorates. The Tanta orientation day held on 21
January 2002 received 14 participants from the Middle Delta governorates:
Gharbeya. Monoufia & Kafr El Sheikh. Ninety-nine percent of Green Comer
librarians reported that they benefited from altending the orientation days and were
given sufficient and valuable information

III. THE POST-CONTEST PHASE

1. The Award Ceremony

In continuation of its commitment to support the Green Comer library network and to
build the capacity of the Green Comer librarians. AED assisted EEAA and ICS in
managing the logistics and press support for the Agenda 21 Award Ceremony.

The award ceremony was held in honor of the Agenda 21 Poster Contest winners
under the marquis area in the gardens of the Suzanne Mubarak Children's Museum
in Heliopolis. An exhibition of the best sixty posters. representing regional and
national winners, were displayed on easels on the Museum grounds. Prizes which
included computers. valuable books. CDs and art supplies were offered to the
winners in recognition for their artistic talent in depicting their outlook on
environmental and development issues.

2. Guest Speakers

H.E. Mamdouh Riyad. Minister of State for Environmental Affairs. was the guest of
honor at the Agenda 21 Award Ceremony. Upon his arrival. he reviewed the sixty
posters on display in the exhibition area while talking to the children about their
posters, the messages they convey and how well they reflect the chosen
environmental issue. Following his touring of the exhibition, Minister Riyad opened
the ceremony with a welcome note to the children and congratulated them for their
beautiful artwork around the theme 'Caring For Our Work:I". Following the Minister's
speech. Eng. Nahed Hassan, Green Comer Project Executive Officer in EEAA. took
the floor and pronounced the winners. One by one, they proceeded to the podium to
shake hands with the Minister and with Ms. Hayfaa Yakan. Director of the Suzanne
Mubarak Museum. Winners were then presented with their prizes. which included
computers. valuable books. compact disks and art supplies. Participants were treated
to a guided visit to the children's museum. a healthy lunch and an afternoon of art
activities.

Please refer to the attached table in appendix (i) for details on prizes and reapients

3. Traveling Exhibit

In order to enhance furthermore its outreach communication efforts about the main
global environmental and development concerns. a traveling exhibit of the children's
posters will be organized with the support of NGOs and other key sponsors in the
different governorates of Egypt

,
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4. Organizers

The following parties collaborated in the organization and implementallon of the
award ceremony that took place on Friday, 1 November 2002

The Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)
• Eng. Nahed Hassan, Green Comer Project Executive Officer

The Integrated Care Society (ICS)
• Ms. Hayfaa Yakan, Suzanne Mubarak Museum Director
• Mr. Arnr Zaki, Acting Technical Director for libraries
• Mr. Ahmed Ellbyawi, Financial Manager

The Academy for Educational Development (AED)
• Ms. Neveen Abushadi
• Mr. Patrick Papania
• Mr. Hany EI-Shahat
• Mr. Mohamed Shaheen
• Ms. Dalia Bahaa
• Ms. Nermine Osman

5. Objectives

• To generate further educational interest around the objectives of Agenda 21
and sustainable development

• To reward the children whose posters have been selected for their skilled and
competent representation of the environmental theme of the competition

• To showcase the children's submissions from Egypt's governorates thus
giving visibility to the newly established Green Comer libraries

• To honor the Green Comer librarians who played a major role in encouraging
the children to participate in the poster contest and who drove the contest to
success by following meticulously the set procedures and tightllmelines

6. Target Groups

The following groups were invited to attend the award ceremony

• The sixty winners of the contezl, each accompanied by one family member

• The librarians of the Green Comer libraries from whIch onginated winning
posters

1
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The total number of attendees to the ceremony was 121. They are dassifie(t as
follows:

GOVERNORATE WlNNER(S) I ! FAMILY OF i GREEN ,

REPRESENTATIVE(S) I WlNNER(S) CORNER
! UBRARIANS

CAIRO 18 16 , 7 I

ALEXANDRIA 10 9 , 3 :
GIZA 9 8 1
FAYUM \ 8 7 4 ,

•
•
•

•

DAKAHlIYA
MATROUH
KAFR EL SHEIKH
RED SEA
DAMIETTA
MONOUFIA
GHARBEYA

TOTAL

2
2
2
1
1
1
1

55

1
2
2
1
1
1
1

49

1

1

17

•

•
•
•

•

From the above table. we can observe that the number of winners who attended the
award ceremony or sent a representative on their behalf was 55. Specifically, 50
winners out of the total number of 60 attended the ceremony in person while 8
winners sent 5 representatives on their behalves. Only 2 winners invited to the
ceremony did not attend or send a representative.

7. Summary of Participants' Verbal Evaluation

Participants expressed their gratitude for organizing such an event in
acknowledgment of the contest winners. They viewed the award ceremony as a
successful and enjoyable event. They also manifested their admiration for the choice
of venue which was enhanced by the pleasant and sunny weather conditions of the
day

8. Unsolicited Comments from Participants

Comments made during the Award Ceremony

"Thank you for such a great day... it went beyond our expectations'

"We are very pleased to see that the Minister of EnVironment attended the ceremony
and gave credibility to the children's artwork"

"The children are so proud of themselves seeing ali their posters framed and
exhibited ... and also shaking hands with the Minister of EnVifonment is such a boost
to their confidence."

,
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"The children are going home with a high sense of achievement. they areencouraged to produce more beautiful artwork."

Telephone calls made following the event

"When are you going to hold the traveling exhibit? I would like to bnng familymembers to see my son's drawing and the ones of all the other wmners' (Call fromCairo)

., am calling to thank you all for the great efforts exerted to put up such a beautifulexhibit at the event...we had a wonderful day." (Call from Matrouh)

"Would you please give me the full names of the first. second and third prize winnersin order to include them in an article that my husband is writing for Rose EI Youssefmagazine?" (Call from Cairo)
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AGENDA 21 AWARD CEREMONY
EEAA, ICS & AED

PROGRAM AGENDA
31 Oct· 1 Nov 2002

Arrival of Participants
Regional winners. family members and Green Comer librarians

Stay at the "Provision and Supply House"
Hotel in Nasr City on half-board accommodation basis

•
•

10:00 am

10:30 am-11:oo am

Arrival at Museum
Gathering in Marquis area of Garden - Exhibition of posters

Welcome note
H.E. Mamdouh Riad. Minister of State for Environmental Affairs
Eng. Nahed Hassan. Green Comer Project Executive Officer

• 11:00 am-12:oo pm Awards Distribution

12" to 60" Winners A school bag that contains art supplies. Green Comer books.

• an Arabic-English pocket dictionary & a CD of Agenda 21
posters

• 4" to 11" Winners A set of valuable books

• 2"d & 31ll Winners Acomputer &a set of valuable books

151 Prize Winner Acomputer. an encyclopedia & a set of valuable tools

• All winners will be presented with an Award Certificate and a
set of drawing tools

• 12:00 pm -2:30 pm Guided Visits in the Museum
Six groups of 20 persons

• 2:30pm - 3:00 pm Lunch
Packed lunch in the garden from "Bon Appetil"

• 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Activities Comer
Pottery. Drawing. Painting &Planting

• 5:00pm Departure

•
I"
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Total Number: 121

WINNERS: 55
FAMilY MEMBERS: 49

GREEN CORNER LIBRARIANS: 17
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APPENDIX (I)
AGENDA 21 AWARD CEREMONY

PRIZES

First Prize Winner
(Passalnte AllNour EI Din
Second Prize Winner
(Ahmed Emad t<abll)
Third Prize Winner
(Manal Ezz EI Din AbbCls)
4th

- 11 th Prize Winner

12th
- 61 1t Prize Winner

,--

One computer + Set of encyclopedia + Set of valuable books + Set of, drawing tools
One computer + Set of valuable books + Set of drawing tools

One computer + Set of valuable books + Set of drawing tools
--

Set of valuable books + Set of drawing tools
----- .,--_.._~--

A school bag containing:
• One drawing paper sketch book

• One painting palette

• Three hard cover Green Corner books

• One Red Sea Learning Supplement video

• One CD of the 60 winning posters of the Agenda 21 contest

• One pocket dictionary (English/Arabic)

• One box of 36 color pencils

• One box of 6 water colors

• One painting brush

• Two pencils

• One eraser

(PIeaser~f~I"Joth_~ <3tta~ll~ctpic:tuI"~)
~""-.,."..,,,,".

v
o

I ( " ",.. I". \ 11-./ld,ll· il'/II/I"l/,II, ;'1....:1·",/" 1 J \ A lI'fII I! ( nCf/lm/l/' Awt1rtt ("(f'l'Jl/cmV Rtl)(JII\ Aplrllttll 11~1
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The school bag and its contents:
One painting palette

One drawing paper sketch book
Three hard cover Green Comer books

One Red Sea Learning Supplement video
One CD of the 60 winning posters of the Agenda 21contest

One pocket dictionary (English/Arabic)
One box of 36 color pencils
One box of 6 water colors

One painting brush
Two pencils
One eraser
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APPENDIX (II)

PRESS & MEDIA COVERAGE OF CEREMONY

1. NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES

A coverage of the Agenda 21 Award Ceremony appeared in the
following newspapers and magazines:

..
•

•

a. AL-AHRAM NEWSPAPER

b. AL-AKHBAR NEWSPAPER

c. BOLBOL MAGAZINE

d. ALADDIN MAGAZINE

5 Nov. 2002 issue

5 Nov. 2002 Issue

7 Dec. 2002 Issue

26 Dec. 2002 Issue

•

•

I

II

•
•

•

•

e. ROSA EL YOUSSEF MAGAZINE 16 Nov. 2002 Issue

f. OCTOBER WEEKLY 12 Aug. 2002 issue
(article & translation attached)

g. EL HELAL MAGAZINE for boys & girts Dec. 2002 issue
(article & translation attached)

2. TELEVISION BROADCASTING

A television coverage of the event was aired In the "READING FOR
ALL" PROGRAM on 2 November 2002 on channel one at 6:30 pm.

H:1aJa::s' J'J6~2J\AlIllIr'dC~C~RqotfV;; .2___
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October Magazine
December 8, 2002

Minister of State for Environmental Affairs, Dr. Mamdouh Riyad attended an award
ceremony in honor of the winners in the drawing contest ·Caring for our Wooer The
ceremony was organized by the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs in
cooperation with the Integrated Care Society and the Academy for Educational
Development and funded by USAID. Children between the age of 7 and 12.
members of the Green Comer libraries, displayed their drawings, which depict their
perception of environmental protection and community development ISSues. A
judging committee that comprises representatives of the organizers of the event
selected the winning drawings. It is noteworthy that the winning drawing participated
in the UN intemational contest.

The winning drawing was displayed at the World Summit for Sustainable
Development where Egypt participated with a high-level delegation. In his speech.
the Environment Minister has paid tribute to the children of Egypt nationwide for the
way they expressed their environmental concems, which reflects a high level of
awareness. According to Minister Riyad, children are considered partners in the
endeavors aimed at achieving sustainable development. He also stressed the
importance of further raising the awareness of children on environmental issues from
an early age with a view to creating a generation that is fully aware of environmental
problems and that actively participates in addressing them by expressing its views
and ideas through participation in the Green Corner program.
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EI Helal Magazine for Boys & Girls
Decernber 2002

An award ceremony for the best children's drawings on environmental ISSueS in the
Agenda 21 Poster Contest was hosted. Children between the age of 7 and 12.
specifically members of the Green Corner libraries, displayed their drawings. whICh
depict their perception of environmental protection and community development The
ceremony was organized by the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs in
cooperation with the Integrated Care Society and the Academy for Educational
Development and funded by the USAID. The winning drawing was selected by a
judging committee that comprises representatives of the organIZers of the event. It is
noteworthy that the winning drawing has participated in the UN international contest.

The winning drawings from all over the world were displayed at the World Summit for
Sustainable Development where an Egyptian high-level delegation has participated.
In his speech, the Environment Minister has paid tribute to the children of Egypt
nationwide for the way they have portrayed environmental concerns, whICh reflects a
high level of environmental awareness. He has also underlined the importance of
further raising the knowledge of children about environmental issues at an early age
in order to create a generation who is fully aware of environmental problems and
actively participates in addressing them. The Green Comer program. a program
aimed at instilling best nature preservation practices by providing simplified
information on vital issues, could help to achieve this end.
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