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DEVELOPMENT
UPDATE

Children, East and West: Eve Lee, editor of The Bridge, a review of cross-cultural affairs
and international training writes: “In much of the world authority is not challenged.
Children do not question their teachers; young men hesitate to disagree with their
superiors. But Americans are trained from childhood to question, analyze, search...”

Eighty percent of the farms in developing countries are 12 acres or less, and half are
under 2.5 acres.

Another silent spring? For those who believe the Third World is very distant from U.S.
concerns, read on: Birds play an important role in controlling insect pests in American
forests and croplands, according to A. Keast and E. S. Morton. Most species of Eastern
U.S. birds, including song birds, migrate each winter to the tropical forests of Central
and South America and the islands of the Caribbean, they write in Migrant Birds in the
Neotropics. The birds’ return to the United States each year has evolved to coincide
with the seasonal appearance of forest and grassland insects. But the birds’ habitat in
the tropical forests is being destroyed at an accelerating rate as population pressures
and resource scarcity in developing countries increase. Ornithologists report that
populations of almost all migrating bird species are smaller than a decade ago, and
substantial declines are expected by the end of the century. As bird populations
decline, insect pests could take an increasing toll on U.S. crops and forests.

Postharvest losses can reach 60% in developing countries, particularly with
perishables such as vegetables and fruits, because of problems with storage, transpor-
tation and marketing. A minimum of 25% of the world’s food supply disappears for the
same reason. To seek solutions to this problem, AID has granted the University of
Idaho $2.25 million, which Ken Laurence of the university says ‘will be helpful to our
own state and country, where we also have significant food loss.” If this could be
minimized or eliminated, he says, the world food supply could be significantly in-
creased without additional land, fertilizer or gasoline.

Don’t blame the Shahs and the Khomeinis for unrest and violence in Iran, El Salvador,
Colombia and Cuba, says Rey Hill, long-time specialist in Asian and Latin American af-
fairs. They, and the Castros and Communists “merely get a free ride,” claims the
former AID mission director. “The basic problem is in three parts: Population growth in
the developing countries, which is outstripping production; a deep and wide spread of
education, which is giving people a capacity to think for themselves; and our exported
communication explosion, which has given this expanding, underprovided people the
knowledge of what they are missing. This is the match that is lighting the fuse.”

To supply the average family in India with fuelwood would require one member to
forage for it 200 to 300 days a year.

Reality, according to British economist Barbara Ward, speaking at the International
Development Conference in 1970: “If we don't start from the idea that our planetary
economy is in desperate imbalance, and growing worse, we’re not starting from

reality . .. And, if we don’t start from the fact that in history these kinds of imbalances
are desperate and dangerous, we don’t start from the facts ... We confront. . . a period
when the maladjustments of the system are such that they are either going to be cor-
rected or they're going to blow up.”
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%tlose {0 one-guarter of the
world's 4 hillion people live out
their lives in poverty. For them life is
short, and marked by illiteracy,
dizease and recurring famine, Their
children have no better than g 50-50
chanee of making it to adolescence,

For nearly two decades, Peace
Corps volunteers have worked to
help the poor in developing coun-
{ries.

A vear-long, nationwide celebra-
tion of those 20 vears has begun. To
date more than 80,000 Americans
have served as Peace Corps volun-
teers in 85 developing countries.
And the underlying thread behind
their success has been the flaxibility
of the Peace Corps to change with
the growing demands of the people i
agrves, say its leaders.

The Peace Corps ix a convept that

s

works: its “'people-to-people” com-
munity-level assistance has survived
as ona of the most viable of all ap-
proaches to world development.

The Peace Corps today sponsors
projecis that combine the early.
idealistic era that saw generalist
volunteers living in Thied Warld
communities at the level of the peo-
ple served {a completely new ex-
perience for Americans overseas)
and, for the maost part, teaching in
local schools: and the period begin-
ning the 705 when the Peace Corps
turned {o providing imporiant, direct
services by higbly skilled, technical
volunieers.

As Peace Corps Director Richard
F. Celeste put it in a recent address
at the University of Michigan, where
then Presidential candidate john F.
Kennedy first propoesed the idea of a
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Peace Corps: “Today we know the
hard realities of the development
process: we approach our secvice
with & much more realistic ideal
ism.”

For the 20 years that Peace Corps
veluntaers have been working in de-
veloping countries, their priorities
have changed as the needs and reali-
ties of the Third World have
changed.

In the 1860s, the classic Peace
Corps volunteer was young, ener-
getic and intensely idealistic. Nearly
two-thirds of the volunteers served
as teachers, usually leachers of
English as a second language.

Toward the 1970s, developing
countries began to train their own

IR

teachers. The Peace Corps sstab-
{ished new priorities: technical and
vocational skills training.

In the vears shead the pragram
wili continue to redirect volunteers’
afforts as needed.

The Peace Corps leadership pre-
dizts greater emphasis on  basic
assistance in the 80s. Primary heaith
care, energy, reforestation and un-
iraditional education are all priori-
ties for future assistance,

The strategies of the Peace Corps
are based on the stages of develop-
ment in the countries it serves. Strik-
ing a balance hetween programming
and manpower is critical for the con-
tinued success af the Peace Corps.
Throughout the vears, most Peace
Corps applicanis have been “"gener-
alists”’ —men and women with Lib-
gral Arts backgrounds., But faced
with decreasing requests for gener-
alists and unfillable requests for
vohunteers with specific skillg——com-

puter specialists, for example—the
Peace Corps has launched a cam-
paign to recruit people with back-
grounds in math and science,
agriculture, forastry and other spe-
cialized fields. In 1979 alone, the
Peace Corps received a total of 4,200
requasts for volunteers from devel-
oping couniries,

The Peace Corps of the 80s also
will be characlerized by growing
cooperation with the international
development community—United
Nation programs, privale voluntary
oganizations, and U8, foreign as-
sislance agencies such as AID. A
mutual appreciation and under-
standing has manifest itself in a
growing number of interagency
agreements and joint projects. An
pnprecedented  thres-way agree-
raent belween the Peace Corps, the
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United Nations High Commission on
Refugees and the U.N. Volunieer
Program was recently signed. In ad-
ditivny, through participating agency
service agreements [PASAs) be-
tween ths Peacs Corps and AID for
programs in foresiry and ensrgy,
Pence Corps volunteers will monitor
AID installations near home sites
and evaluate their effectivenass,

The Peace Corps Fallows Pro-
gram, which recruits overseas staff
members {rom among the ranks of
exceptional returned  volunteers,
has enlisted ihe help of AID in the
fraining of seme fsllows, so that
trainges partially prepare for ad-
ministrative service by working with
AID officials in Washington.

On the growing linkage betwean
the Pesce Corps and AID., Celeste
comunents: "AID has a particular set

Jomuary-Febsugsy 1383

of responsibilities met in large
measure by government-to-govern-
ment relationships at sesior staff
level, Progeam implementation
operates through the ministries of
hest countries, But in the design and
implementation of projects from the
grassroots up, 1 think the infusion of
a large number of returned Prace
Corps volunieers into AlD—more
than 400 at posts througbout the
world—has been significant, Tt is a
matier of shared experignce now,
People with Feace Corps experience
work as project managers in AID
missions round the world, This en-
courages opportunities for disous-
sion between Peace Corps and AID
staff at the proiect design phase. . ..

“We see a fruitful evolution that
means our volontesrs will be better
prepared, better equipped and bet

ter supportad to function as develop-
ment workers,”’

“T would hope, though. that our
volunteers are mnever seen sxciu-
sively as davelopment workers,
hecause the need for mutual uader-
standing and person-te-person rela-
tionships goes to the heart of the in-

dividuzal volunteer’s success and
ability te¢ work in a cultural
context,”

AID Administrator Douglas |. Ben-
net, Jr. defined the Peace Corps’
greatest contribution as: “Awaken-
ing.”

“The Peace Corps has done fan-
tastic work getting people overseas
alerted and participating—doing
things that they didn’t think could be
done. The other part of that awaken-
ing is what it's done for this country,
Imagine what it would be like. dis-
cussing development efforts, without
the infusion of the Peace Corps ex-
parience into the American public,
We'd be back in the 40s and 50s.”

The number of Pence Corps volun-
teers has stayed about the same in
recanlt years. About 5,700 volun-
teers now serve in 63 nations,

Carrently, 57% of all volunteers
are male and 14% are married. The
average volunteer is 28 years old.
Five percest are over 50, The
minimum age for Peace Corps ser-
vice is 18.

Twenty years ago primary school
education was not available to most
children in developing countries. To-
dav. six out of 10 children in the
developing weorld attend school
Since 1850, the real par capita in-
come for people in developing coun-
tries has deubled, and the average
life expectancy has risen by 15
vears. These achievements—and
others——serve to gauge the distance
traveled. There is still a long way to

80« it

This article was provided by AC-
TION's Office of Public Affairs.
Both Deborah Speights and Bill Bar-
rett contributed.
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by Edmund 8. Muskie

Following are excerpts from an ad-
dress by Secretury of Siate Edmund
S. Muskie hefore the Peace Corps
rededication ceremony in Ann Ar-
bor, ML on Oct. 14, 1980.

f*"%?he buoyvant optimism of 1860

as been tampered in the years
sine by our experiences and by
tides of change that have swept the
world, hoth developing and devel-
oped.

* Some 50 nations that were col-
onies in 1860 have become indepen-
dent nations, determingd o preserve
that independence and to chart their
QWR Course.

e A growing sense of common
cause has emerged among develop-
ing nations. It has found expression
in regional and international group-
ings—in the United Nations and the
nonaligned movement, in the Organi-
zation of African Unity and the
Organization of American States, in
the Association of South East Asian
Nations, and elsewhere.

+ Al the same time, we have seen
a growing diversity among develop-
ing nations. the boundary between
“developing' and “developed’ itself
has eroded. And we have coma to
understand that there ig no single
path to development, that the pasl
and the future must be reconciled in

a uniquely local blend.

e New problems have emerged to
compound the old--the shocks of
anergy inflation, the consequencas
of vrbanization, the surge of pop-
ulation, the impact of rapid growth
on the ecological balance—on trop-
ical forests and Jfarmland and
available water.

e And over this same period, we
have also come to recognize the
scope of our own challenges here at
home-—to build a growing, competi-
tive U.S. economy, to break our own
costly and dangerous energy depen-
dence, to open new opportunities for
Americans who have been left behind
whils we maintain the promise of a
better future for all Americans.

Our nation, like manv Peace Corps
volunteers serving in the field. has
come face-to-face with the enormity
and compiexity of the challenge. We
have been sobered by our under-
standing. ¥ar some, that experience
has given birth to despair. “We
can’t make a difference on global
poverty aven if we try,” is the lament
of some. “Our money and energv
should be speni here, not in coun-
tries half way around the world.” is
the refuge of others,

1 am here todav for one purpose,
to say io you, and to others who hear
these words: We must reject that de-
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Iourneymen prister Dovid Owens insiructs epprentices in offset prin

featism. Wa have no room for that
despair. We have made a differsnca,
And for our sake as well as for
others, we must continue the bai-
tle—against world poverty and
hunger and hopelessness.

I have rarely spoken to a returned
Peace Corps voluntesr who did not
helieve that he or she, in some wav,
had madse a confribution—howevear
more modest than their original ex-
pectation. And that remains true for
today’s Peace Torps.

e In Malavsia. a new Peace Corps
project is helping small =atlle
farmars inerease milk production
through better veterinary practices
and new marketing approaches.

¢ (m the small island nation of
Montserrat in the eastern Carib-
bean, which now imports half of all
its fmod, volunteers are helping build
farmer coopsratives and hettsr ir
rigation o increase domestic pro-
duntion.

» Ipper Volia faces the need to
increase the wood available for fuel
tenfold in the next 20 vears. Peace
Corps volunteers there are helping
rural vidagers plant and grow ibe
new forests they will need for the
future.

8

g wr Fifi

¢ In Malawi, where 3 out of {0
children do not live to see the age of
five, volunitaers are helping rural vil
lagers inorease local water supplies
arud improve local health care.

These are just a few examples.
But they reflect a larger fact: Peace
Corps today is making a difference,
in the only way that matiers——on the
daily lives of individuals whose daily
lives are harshest,

It is important that we clearly see
the difficulty of the road ahead. But
it is also important that we know the
distance thatl has been traveled, For
the progress that has been made is
evidence that further progress is
possible,

{ refuse to accepl the dispirited
vaices for another reason—unot only
is progress pessible, America’s gen-
uine commitment to that prograss is
vital to our own fulure. To a far
greater extent than when Peace
Corps was launched, what happens
in the developing world is imporiant
to us here.

It is imporiant o our securitv.
Whether we logk at the Middle East
or Southeast Asia, at Alrica or the
Caribbean, at Ceniral or South
America, we see our stake in

peaceful development.

The jobs of 1.2 million American
workers {oday depend on exports to
developing countries. Developing na-
tions are our fastest growing mar-
kets, They supply us with critical
materials.

Finally. what happeas in the de.
veloping world is important to the
quality of cur owsn lives. A recent
study by our govermment., called
“Global 2000, carried some stern
warnings about what our world
could look like in just 20 ysars if we
fail to see our stake in the progress
of others.

These stormeclouds are not so dis-
tanl in either time or place. They
will shape our lives, just as certainly
as they shape the lives of others. For
all of these reasons, our efforis to
help developing nations solve their
problems are not ‘giveaway’ pro-
gram¢. They are nol international
charity. They are investmenis we
make in the fulure of others, an
thereby in the future of ourselves.

This new reality—this growing
logather of our future with the
futures of peoples in the developing
world-—neads to be made clearer to
the American people.

Those of you who have served
with Peace Corps around the world
have a first-hand appreciation of the
histories that separatle the world's
peoples and the destiny that unites
ns. You have a continuing responsi-
bility to build and share thal un-
derstanding in vour own commun-
ities,

The past 20 years have made us
more sober, perhaps, in our views of
whal can be accomplished and how
soon. But we have also learned that
much can be aceomplished. We have
learned, in the past 20 years, that
our resources are limited. We have
aiso learned that we must, there-
fore, use our rescurces with greater
sensitivity and effectiveness. We
have learned that the developing
world mav not always welcome the
enthusiasm of crusaders, But it does
want the expertise and the coopera-

-

tion of pariners. i
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MAKING
BUSINESSES
GROW

U.S. business executives
lend an expert hand to
Third World entrepreneurs.

by james Bednar

In the Philippines, a ceramics
school and shop has doubled iis
sales and tripled its employment in
one year.

In Uruguay, a rural cooperative of
about 1,200 women doubled its sales
of their woolen handicrafls and
handknit sweaters in the first six
months of 1980 and will more than
double its emplovment.

In Egypt, construction has started
on a sugar heet processing plant, a
fish farm and an agricultural
machinery company—all new enter-
prises to Egypt. Each will increase
Egypi's food supply and employment.

These successes came aboul in
part because of the work of a few
LS. business executives, all volun-
teers. These managers, accountanis,
efficiency experis and the lke—ac-
tively amployed and retired-—iravel
to developing countries to offer some
pretty high-priced consulling at ne
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cost. They are part of the Interna-
tional Exeoutive Service Corps
{TECS), an AlD-sponsored private
volunitary group. Their “‘clients™ are
businessmen and women in poor
courntries.

The Tala Foundation Ceramics
School and Shop in the Philippines is
just one example. The Tala opera-
tion provides training and jobs to
families living in a once-destitute
community near the Tala Leprosar-
ium. The families have a reason for
living near ihe hospital. Their
relatives are patients,

When IESC's John Lux arrived in
Tala in late 1877, 60 peopls were
employed and 25 were enrolled in
training. The client asked Lux,
retired vice president of manu-
factaring and director for the Buf-
falo China Co., to advise on the
design and production of simple,
functional and decorative ceramic-
ware made from local clay.

Lux trained the craftsmen, de-
gigned simple tools and recom-
mended the use of low-cost equip-
ment until new machinery could be
purchased. He also located and
charted deposits of clay in the
neighborhood. Tala buys the clay
delivered by the local families,

One year after Lax's arrival.
Tala’s sales had doubled and
employment tripled to 180 workers.
The school now limits iis classes to
45 students a year, and all are
emploved after graduation.

The IESC offers an example of
whal a partnership between the U.S.
private sector and government can
accomplish, Both partners are trying
te speed economic growth and im-
prove the quality of life for people in
the developing countries.

IESC recruits executives {o
volunteer for short-term—iwo- {o
three-month—assignments abroad
as management advisers to locally
owned private enterprises of almost
avery description. [ESC pays travel
and living expenses, but no salary. A
resident American 1IESC country di-
rector helps the volunlear adjust to
the foreign enviroument. While some
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IESC is private
enterprise and
government working
together.

volunteers are still active in
business and are made available by
their companies, most are recently
retirad. The volundeers average age
is 65,

AID's relationship with IESC
began in 1964 and continues today.
In the early 60s U.5. business
leaders belisved that by applving
American management practices,
developing countries could advance
more rapidiy. The business leaders,
led by David Roeckefeller of Chase
Marthatian Bank, then turned to the
.S, government for support assis-
tance in putting their theory into
practice. One of the initial Wash-
ington conferences that helped
organize the [ESC was sponsored by
AlD, Rockefeller became 1ESC's first
chairman.

AlD has continuously coniributed

financially to IESC, In fiscal vear
1881 AID is providing 49% of the
budget or $4.4 million, The rest of
1ESC’s funds came mainly from thres
other sources:

= Overseas clients, based on in-
dividual ability to pay. Bach case is
considered individually, bul avery
client must pay at least a minimum
foe.

¢ More than 600 sponsor corpora-
tions and former client companies in
30 countries. About 400 are in the
United States.

¢ The governments of soms coun-
tries served by [ESC, including oil-
rich countries.

The U.5. corporations tha! con-
tribute to the IESC program include
mast of the Fortune 300 list. The
board of direclors alone inchudes top
executives {rom Lever Brothers, the
Continental Group, Time Inc., Xerox
Corp. and General Electric. Former
AID Administrator Daniel Parker of
the Parker Pen Co. and former
World Bank President George [
Wonds also are board members,

Besides financial support and
board membership, hundreds of U.5.
businesses have provided TESC with
volunieer executives, Privale enter-
prise—especially the multinational
corporatiens—are interested in both
introducing U.5. business manage-
ment principles abroad and in creat-
ing good will. Strong corporate sup-
port for the IESC is svident in the
number of active emplovees sent
abroad over the years, Since 1964,
a3 U.S. companies have provided
IESC with 10 or more volunteers—
such companies as U.S. Sieel with 68
volunteers, General Motors with 43,
AT&T with 45, General Electric with
42 and Westinghouse with 38,

IESC's  leader from the start,
Frank Pace has been one of iis

strongest workhorses. His public
service has included director of the
Bureau of the Budget, secratary of
the army umnder Prosident Truman,
and board chairman of the Corpora-
tion for Public Broadeasting. His cor-
poraie experience includes 10 years
with General Dynamics Corp.—as
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execulive vice president, president,
and chairman of the board. Despite
this wide array of public and privatie
sarvice, Pace has often said publicly
thai he considers his work in the
IESC his most significant.

Since 1963, IESC has completed
about 7 500 projects in 67 countries
of Latin America, the Middle East,
Southeastern FEurope, Africa and
South and Easi Asia. The volunteers
have contributed to improved food
production and health care, textile
and apparel manufacturing, invesl-
ment and banking praclices, con-
struction methods and transporta-
tion systems, indusirial processes,
merchandising and marketing pro-
grams, government and educational
services, communications, and
tourist facilities.

IESC activities have concentrated
in the following areas:

» More than one-third of all
assignments have heen for enter-
prises in agricelture and food proc-
essing {19%]}, consiruction and
building materials {139} and iextile
and apparel manufacturing (B%).

e When IESC considers assis-
tance requests, it also locks for
potential “‘ripple’” benefits within a
cowndry that will reach beyond
direct cliends,

* Within the past few years there
has been more emphasis on health
care and education,

s JESC has alse developed on-
going programs fo encoerage small
businesses, an arsa that is also get-
ting increased atlention from the
host governments and the U.S. {or-
eign assistance program. There is
evidence that the growth of small
businass is directly related to mak-
ing life better in the community,

Recent political and social unrest
in the Caribbean region has
prompied the United States to in-
crease its assistance there, In an at-
tempt to make as quick a response as
possible, the U.8. government has
turned to IESC. AID and IESC have
agreed to a cosi-sharing program
under which IESC has aiready begun
to place 62 valuntears in the Carib-
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IESC helps developing

nations help themselves

achieve self-sustaining
growth.

bean. AlD has allotied $660,000 to the
program with the stipulation thai IESC
raise an additional $300.000. This
would bring the total AID funding for
[ESC to $5 million in fiscal 1981.
Richard Peck, one of the many
former AID emplovess who go on
{E5C assignments, has worked on
five IESC projects in Latin America
over the last five years. Most re-
cently, Peck served three months in
Mexico as an adviser to a catlle
rancher. His project offers an exam-
ple of the potential rippie effect of a
volunteer effort. Peck was sent to
help improve fodder production, but
his expertise in animal husbandry
allowed him to contribuie even more.
Not only did Peck provide the client
with better ways to produce and mix
fodider, he slso devised a plan for
coordinating the entire cattle pro-

duction and marketing operation. He
gave advice on use of pasture land,
breeding and cross-breeding, ac-
counting, harvesting, fertilizing, ir-
rigation and rotation of pastures.
Peck also gave advice to the local
cattlernen’s association.

The volunteers add an essential
human element io the TESC program.
Over 9,600 names of potential
volunteers are kepl in the IESC's
“skills bank.” The performance of
IESC wolunteers, many with no
previous overseas experience, has
won them the title "*Ambassadors of
U.S. Business.” Ambassador Sol
Linowitz, one of [ESC’s founding
members, recently summarized the
imporiance of the person-to-person
exchange of ideas: "‘The best way to
send an idea around the world is to
wrap it up in a person.”’

What is IESO’s contribution to
Third World countries? Some
observers put it this way:

“TESC clearly generates manage-
ment and technical assistance lack-
ing in less developed countries, it:

“Increases the contribution of the
private sector to GNP, {gross na-
tional producl] since client firms
generally experience an expansion
of production,

That the partnership of business
and government has been successful
might be added to this list. As Pace
recently said, “Just as IESC is a per-
manent fixiure in the business
world, it is now a permanent fixture
in the government world.” The suc-
cess of this cooperation is confirmed
hy the comiinuous support of busi-
ness and government under four U.5.
Presidents, Democratic and Republi-
can. Almost a third of IESC's cor-
porate sponsoers have supboried
{ESC finmancially for 10 or more
vears; half for five or more vears. In
an innovative collaboration between
government and business, TESC is
helping developing natious help
themselves achieve self-sustaining
growth. =

James Bednar is on the staff of AID's
Office of Public Affairs.
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Fmagine a tenfold increase in your annual income.

Most people would consider that large an improve-
ment in their financial circumstances nothing short of a
miracle.

Yet just such a miracle has transformed the lives of
600 inhabitants of an ancient Korean village by the
Yellow Sea.

For at least five centuriss, the villagers of Poil-ri
cultivated small rice paddies and lished for their livell-
hood. Then the Yellow Sea—shallow, salt-heavy—
turned their shores inio salt felds. And then a big com-
mercial fishing industey wiped out their {ishing.

In 1975, with the apnual per capiia income of $85,
Poil-ri was one of the poorest of Korea's 35,000 villages.
The government classifies them in three categories:
Class A is a village thal possesses leadership and finan-
cial and manpowsr resources: Class B lacks one of these
elements. and Class C lacks all three. Poil-ri was rated C.
In the words of g villagee: "We were a haskel case, poor,
with ©o hope.”

Today, the children of Poilri are wellfed and well-
clad and all atiend school. The village has electricity. In-
stead of being thatched with ricestraw, the houses are
tile-roofed, sporting a forest of TV antennas. The per
capita annual income reached $800 in 1979 and ix ex-
pected to exceed $1,000 this vear. In Poil-ri, the increase
has improved the standard of living {o an extent its in-
habitants could not imagine only four years ago.

Nothing succeeds like success. Poil-ri recently re-
ceived a national medal and, o top it off, $5,500 in prize
money as one of the country's five most outstanding
Class A Saemaul (New Communily} villages.

The economic miracle was brought about by coopera-
tion, teamwork and some seed monay on the part of the
villagers, and the same, plus soms well thought-out
training provided by the International Human
Assistance Programs Inc. {IHAP) and the Agency for In-
ternatinnal Developmend,

THAP, a New York-hased nongovernmental aid organi-
zation with 30 years of working experience in Asia,
entered Poil-ri in June 1976 to survev the people’s needs,

According to IHAP's director of program research.
Suk Tae Limb, the first job was to locaie and motivate
potential teadership. This was followed by two days of
discussions with a larger group of villagers regacding
their priorities. Agreements were reached on what vil-
lagers could do for themselves and what ITHAP would do
to heip. Then followed an intensive 10-day training
course for 50 men and the same number of women in
nearby Sosa.

“During the training, HAP asked the villagers to take
the initiative in planning their schemes and projects, in-
cluding a detailed time-frame for carrving owt the
work,”” says Limb, himself 2 Korean horn in a seaside
toven not far from Poil-ri. ~‘Much of the success of the
projects THAP assists hinges on this approach of seli-
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{Ising a new strain of high-vield rice provided by IHAP aad AID.

help and people deciding for themselves,”

Another factor contributing to the effectivensss of
{HAP-supervised training is the care taken to provide in-
siruction in easily understood language, free of techai
cal jargon beloved by manv experts.

Limb gives credit to the women of Poil-ri as leaders not
ondy in cooperative spivit but also in substance: Like
women the world over, they had salted away for a rainy
dav some small sums, earned as the case happened to
be—by collecting salt, With the arrival of IHAP, they
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pooted these savings and offered the total amounting to
about $1,000, toward s new watsr supply. THAP added
$2.000. A subtarranean siream was located and plastic
pipe was laid by villagers to individually supply 120
households, in addition to creating a communal well
That was the beginning of the Poil-ri miracle.

Al the THAP centar in Sosa, the trainees learned ad-
vanwed farming techniques, livestock care, construction
of village facilities, record-keeping and allied skills.
Among their chosen enlerprises were a vinvl hothouse
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A tiny Korean village
aehieves an |
"sronomic miracle.”

financed tt um by s

project for growing market vegetables and the raising of
poultry for selling both eating birds and eggs. These
have proved vary successful, Additionally, the Communi-
iy Co-op Shop showed a et profit of $86,000 in 1879 and
# community credit system, run on an individual family
hasis, disiribuled $4.200 in dividands fo its members,
Not bad for a Class € 'basket case.”

This article has been reprinted with permission from
the U.N. Observer and International Report.
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‘gw‘%umndi is not unigue among de-
& veloping countries in that it suf-

fers from serious deforestation and
A I OW- ost tove a shortage of firewood. But it is for-
tunate in that it has an allernate

epnergy  resource—peat—in  abun-

‘ dant supply.
Peatl has been an important house-

hold fuel in Ireland and northern

o =
' Europe [or centuries. Formed from
- for b
decomposed vegelation, peat repre
sents an early siage in coal develop-

Bumndi has peat’ ment. Burundi’s peat comes {rom

papyrus deposits—as much as 80%

NOW it CI].SO has G WCIY is in the flonded basin 01 the Kagera

River on the border with Rwanda.
to burn it’ Tec'hniques for the exées‘.sz:ve

drainage or underwater extraction

this area requires are expensive and
by Cynithia Tobias have not yet been perfected. How-
gver, once the methods are avail
abla, the hasin could be Buruadi's
maost valuable resource.

AID has been helping the country
develop this valuable source of
energy {see Agenda. July-Aug. 1980}
since the late 1970s. Experts figure
Burundi's peat bogs should produce
one million toms of peat over the next
20 years, enough {o help prevent the
destruction of at least 150,000 acres
of foresi, Two tons of dried peat pro-
duces the same amount of energy as
one ton of charcoal, bwt at one-
quarter of the cost,

Phase one of the peat project, ad-
ministered by Catholic Relief Ser
vices under an AID contract during
the last two years, concantrated on
developing lahor-indensive peal ex-
traction techniques. The peat was
marketed primarily to institutional
users, such as some small industries
and the army. Near the end of the
project, it was decided to fest the
household market for peat in Buium-
bura, the capital city, which uses a
disproportionate share of the coun-
tey's forest resources for fuel
mainly in the form of charceal. A so-
ciological survey of low- and middle-
income households was carried out
to determine household noocking
practices, preferences for stove
design and f{uel use custems, Riaz
Gondal, a Pakistani familiar with
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stove models whose characteristics
could lend itsell to Burundi’s needs,
was hired to develop a low-cost, fuel-
efficient peat stove.

The 1ask was especially difficult
hacause clay stoves for any fuel
were unknown in Bujuwmbura., and
moxi people had never seen or heard
of peat. The sioves developed by
Gondal incorporate features of the
Megan Cheola and Korean stovas,
which originated in India and
Guatemala, with modifications. Peat
requires a sieady air flow for good
rombustion; otherwise the fire will
smolder and produce smoke that
would drive people ocut of their
homes,

Gendal's first models had thin
steel plates with holes for pols laid
across a stove frame. But the stoves
were {00 expensive—about 330—{or
most Iow-income people, who sarmn

iess than that in a month. A satis-
factory answer was a stove-iop
made of wet clay, sand and rice hulls
poured inte a hrick frame and dried,
after which tunnels and holes were
cut into it for air and heat flow and
to hold pots.

To nut costz  further, Gondal
recommends finding a substitute for
the metal chimney. The cheapest
model had a bamboo chimney, which
cut the price of the stove to less than
$10. The chimney worked, butl. un-
fortunately. there is no source in Bu-
jumbura of the wide-diameter bam-
teo the design calls for. In "Peat 11,7
othe replacements will be vonsid-
ered-—a fired clay chimney, for ex-
ample—and a source of the special
bamboe will be sought.

The first two test stoves, buill at
the homes of very low-income and

lower-middle-income  families, at-

& fanuly gothers sronnd o stove equipped wiih a cosi-saving bambas chimpay,
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tracted so much attention that peo-
ple started asking for them to be
built &l their homes. Additional
stoves were built only for those per-
sons who expressed interest so that
project managers could get reliable
feedback.

The stove with the bamboo chim-
ney. for example, is in the house of
one of the men whe help build the
test stoves, I is the ondy stove that
allows the cook to sit down or squat,
the method of cooking on the tradi-
tional imbabura—or metal charceal
burnear,

One clear secisgl conclusion
emerged {rom the stove work—suc-
cessful intreduction of peat and clay
stoves will require an inlensive ex-
tension effort, something planned
for “Peat [I,” to slart in January.
People must be taught how to use the
stoves; peat is slightly harder 1o light
than wood and must be properly
stacked to guaraniee proper com-
bustion.

Repeated demonsirations, project
workers found, were the best way to
get the message across, They visited
new stove households almost daily
for a week or two, showing users
again and again how to cook on the
staves. Until the use of the special
stoves and peat is widespread in
Burundi, it will be necessary to have
trained local people provide demon-
strations and follow-up assistance.

Although much work remains to
be done this summer’s field testing
of the stoves indicales that the
household marketing campaign,
which will be part of "Peat 11, will
be successful.  Also, artisans will
be taught how to build the stoves.

In the meantime, since the stoves
also burn wood efficiently, and, with
slight madification, charcoal, they
can be used before sufficient peat is
available to the public, resulting in a
savings in the amount of wood uzed
far cocking, O

Cynthia Tohias was on contract to
Catholic Relief Services in Burundi,
conducting a household survey of
cooking practices and fuel use.
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ISLAM

AND

EDUCATION

by C. Robert Scull

Pakistan, like other Moslem nations, is
re-emphasizing its religious heritage.

f a country’s educational system is

to reflect and perpetuate the prin-
ciples and values of its people, then
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
must provide an Islamic education.
Although this may seem self-evident,
it defines a system that has never ex-
isted in Pakistan and whose imple-
mentation is causing much serious
concern today.

Emerging in 1947 as a homeland
for South Asian Muslims after par-
tition from India, Pakistan inherited
a nearly complete British colonial
economic and political system
replete with Western values. These
values, held by many Muslims to be
excessively materialistic and prag-
matic, are sharply evident in the na-
tion's educational system. Western-
trained professors teach teachers
their style and philosophy of edu-
cation while defining the organiza-
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tion and structure of educational
policy.

The concern most frequently ex-
pressed by Muslims seeking change
is that Westernization has led to a
serious degrading of understanding
and respect for the Islamic culture.
They fear that this promotes a feel-
ing of inferiority and increasing reli-
ance not only on Western technology
but upon Western values.

Merely challenging the Western
system does not provide a definition
of a workable Islamic system in the
20th century, and it is exactly to this
issue that much thought is being di-
rected. As anyone who has ever
been involved in the preparation of
educational objectives will know, it
is far easier to state that “‘Johnny
will learn to be good’’ than to define
“‘good’’ or explain exactly how he is
to learn this.

Philosophers, educators, govern-
ment officials, and above all,
religious leaders are speaking and
writing about the Islamic way of life.
It has become fashionable to prefix
nearly every idea as ‘‘Islamic™ and
to accept it if it seems pious enough.

What seems to have emerged is a
feeling that knowledge is universal
and neutral, but studied from sev-
eral different viewpoints depending
upon the values of the educational
system. To adequately adjust this
viewpoint to ‘‘proper’’ Islamic
perspective, it is suggested that
Islamic cultural studies, including
literature, art, philosophy and
history, assume a major position in
the curriculum. These studies would
replace or force aside the highly
Westernized studies now offered.
Science is to be taught with greater
attention to Islamic scientific

17



achievements and theory of the past
while, of nscessity, using Western
technology  and  established re-
search.

Boys and girls are to be educated
in separate facilities in keeping with

18

the Islamic tradition of separation of
the sexes. Unfortunately. economics
and rseligious interests may contlict
on this issue since facilities must be
built, staffed and equipped to pro-
vide for this dual education. Of fur-

ther concern is the guestion of the
trus equality of this system, Much
emphasis seems to be placed on
home economics in the female in-
stitutions proposed.

Two primary leve! institutions of
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learning that had fallen into neglect
during the colonial and post-colonial
periods are the masque school and
the mohalla school. The mosgue is a
: central structure and institution in
avery city, town and rural village, It

lonuary-February 1981

The concern most freguenily expressed by
Muslims seéeking change is thai Wesiernizo-
tior: hos led o a degrading of undersianding
and respect for the Isiamic culture,

has generally religiously qualified
leaders who have always provided
lessons in Islam for voung boys. This
imstitution is to be expanded with fi-

nancial assistance, textbooks and

other government sources of sup-
port. For the voung girls, the mohalla
schools are to be revived. Thase
schools are being operated in rural
villages by a local woman in her
home providing instruction in reli-
gion, basic literacy and home
economic skills. Both of thess

primary schools are being encour-
aged to extend the educational pro-
grams into rural areas, where the
vast majority of the population lives
and where literacy is at its lowest,
In recogoition of the fact that
many primary students will net con-

tinue on into secondary levels, the
government is encouraging the de-
velopment of village workshop
schools where emphasis will be on
farm-based trades and skills taught
by local craftsmen,

The old system of primary, sec-
ondary, college and university levels
of education will be reshaped into
elementary, secondary and uni-
versity levels bringing the system
more in line with international
norms. Secondary education facil-
ities will be expanded and new
equipment supplied as possible, but
emphasis again will be on Islamic
values and the separation of boys
and girls.

Islamic values and moralily ars to
be further reinforced through the
employment of teachers who are
deemedd by the authorities to possess
a good Islamic character. Once
again, theory vs. practice seems o
raise very challenging guestions.
The problem becomes increasingly
critical in a country that has a short-
age of academically quaiified
teachers at all levels and where
most of those who are qualified in a
given subject are products of the
previocus Western education. Com-
pulsory religious studies, or {slami-
val, will be implementied in all
schools through the 10th grade, thus
formally stressing the emphasis on
Islamic thought,

it is much easier to make surface
and erganizational changes that at
feast give some Islamic form to the
gysiem.

Many of these changes have
already been made and ethers are
being introduced ai a steady pacs.
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There gre new dress codes now Girls will
weuar the traditional hgad-to-fout covering for
modesty.

Forming ihe basic guideline for this
reform is the “National Edueation
Palicy and Implementation
Program’™ prepared by the Ministry
of Education in 1878, This poliey
statement attempis to identify areas
of necded reform, establish a ra-
tionale for such change, and specif-
ically define how it is to be done.

This comprshensive statement
will take an estimated five vears to
complete and demands a substantial
financial rommitment on the part of
the government. The total cost of the
plan is estimated al $2.889 billion.
Nearly 3.1% of the Pakistan GNP for
the vear 1982-83 may be expended
on education, a significant amount in
view of the previous allocations of
fess than 2%. Economic development
progress and military demands over
the next few years will obviously
have a direct impact upon the
achievement of this ambitious pro-
gram,.

Here are a few ravealing aspecis
of the proposed new structure.

Dress codos have besn astab-
lished requiring hovs to attend
school in the “native” shalware-
gamiz {a long. loose shirt and
pajama-like boltoms). Girls are re-
guired to wear similar cloihing with
a dupatta {long, lightweight scarf}
and a chaddor {or head and face
cavering) for modesty.

Americans may view the Islamiza-
tion of Pakistani education either as
a unigpue expariment or a8 nation's
retreal into the dark ages. In re-
flection, however, il must be re-
mambered that a significant period
in the molding of the United States
oceurred when religion was an in-
tegral part of education amd sduca-
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tion was to serve primarily religious
ends. It is possible to trace the paral-
lels, but the important question is
not the exact nalure of comparisons,
but the rationale behind such a
system,

in the case of New England Puri-
tans, a new society guite different
from that which existed in England
was being estabilished and “'proper”
education was seen as a critical fae-
tor. The low levels of literacy and
economic developmeni at the time
necessitated the multiple function of
church {acilities and staff. This
religion-based education extended
through the higher academic levels
to the first universities established
in the area. Not only was religion
made a cornerstone of the social,
political and economic system, but it
provided a common point of unity
and purpose for the entire popula-
tion.

At & time when Pakistan has stag-
gering problems of illiteracy, slow
aconomic development, and uncer-
tain nalional unity, it appears
reasonable that the single common
denominator. Islam, should emerge
as a unifying and development-
oriented institution. Islam is ac-
cepted by nearly 87% of the popula-
tion and has deep roots in the daily
life and tradition of the people. As
an established system of historical
precedence, it appears to be a
natural element arcund which the
purposes of mnationslism, literacy
and development can evolve.

Unfortunately, the problem of
aligning the historically established
values of Islam with the demands of
a modern nation is causing more
than a little unrest. Certain religivus
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the goals of the new reforms.

laaders have a very strong vested in-
terest in “‘pure’” Islam, which, hy
their interpretation of the laws,
would give them great authority.
Othars seek a more moderate line by
adapting the valuss of Islam o
modern circumstances,

Several imporiant problems im-
madiately suggest themselves as this
new system tekes form. With such
emphasis being placed upon religion
and religious education, are the
academic skills going to receive ade-
quate lime and atlention? Are the
“religious”  leachers adequately
prepared to teach modern science
and mathematics? Is the parallel
male/female education system too
costly for a developing country? Can
a functional philosophical basis be
found where the fundamental Is-
lamic beliefs are smoothly and func-

Westarn jechnology, here in the form of educational television, may be put to work to mee!

tionally integrated into the educa-
tional system of a 20th century
country?

All of these questions and many
raare remain open at this point. It is
hoped that satisfactory solutions
will be found, hut much depends
upon the political stability of the
cowntry and upon the acceptance of
the basic concepts of such change by
the small, educated, middle class of
peeple. Obviously, only time will tell,
hut for anyone interested in educa-
tion and educational systems, it will
provide an interesting case study. [

€. Rebert Scull is an asseciate pro-
fessor at Shippensbhurg (PA) State
College. His article is the result of a
research visit to Pakistan funded by
the American Institute of Pakistani
Studies.
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Eastern Intellectuals and Western
Solutions: Follower Syndrome in
Asia, by Doh Joon-Chien, Vikas
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd,
Ghaziabad, U.P., India, 1980 (145
pages plus bibliography and index).

Generalists and specialists alike
engaged in development admin-
istration will find this short but pro-
vocative book of great value. It pro-
vides sound and stimulating insights
into some of the recurring problems
and disappointments experienced in
the long history of Western techni-
cal assistance in planning, budget-
ing and management in Asian coun-
tries.

The author is uniquely qualified
for the task. A Malaysian of Chinese
extraction, he is the chairman of the
Division of Public Administration at
the University of Malaya. After
receiving a doctorate from the
University of Pittsburgh in 1970, Doh
served as a frequent consultant to a
number of United Nations agencies
and the East-West Center in Hawaii.
He also was a member of a number
of Malaysian government commit-
tees. He has closely studied ad-
ministrative systems in a variety of
Asian settings, including India,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand
and Indonesia, as well as Malaysia.
He has been associated with the
UNDP/ESCAP Asian and Pacific
Development Administration Centre
in Kuala Lumpur since 1974. Fluent
in several Asian languages as well
as in English, Doh has recorded in
English his thoughtful, and often pro-
found, observations on the reasons
for the frequent failure of Western-
oriented social sciences in Asian set-
tings.

Far from casting blame on the
Western social scientists (scholars,
development administration special-
ists, planners, economists, among
others), who are only doing in Asia
what they know how to do in West-
ern industrialized countries, the
author instead takes to task the

IN PRINT

PROBLEM
SOLVING:

Western
Solutions
Don't
Always
Work

A Review by
William A. Carlson

“Eastern intellectuals” for being
willing accomplices in misguided ef-
forts to transplant Western adminis-
trative technology to Asian settings.
His diagnosis of the “‘intellectual col-
onization’’ by the Waestern-trained
intellectual elites in Asia, and their
propensity to uncritically admire
and adopt Western attitudes, values
and prescriptions, is as potentially
disturbing to thoughtful Westerners
as it must be to Asians. Doh is par-
ticularly provocative when he il-
lustrates the fact that Asians are
likely to misunderstand the nature
and effectiveness of Western ad-
ministrative techniques in their
Western settings. They often have
an exaggerated notion of how well
those techniques actually function in
the West, as contrasted with the
self-serving descriptions of how well
they function that too often appear
in the professional literature.

 His criticism of Western experts
is mainly focussed on their insen-
sitivity to cultural values and con-
straints, and on their disinclination
to objectively appraise the real im-
pacts (or lack of results) of their
prescriptions in the real world. He
reports one delightful example of a
prestigious American development
administration expert who conducted
an evaluation of an institution-
building project he had inaugurated.
The expert proudly reported to the
sponsoring U.S. organization that
after several years the new insti-
tution was successfully established,
that it was delivering innovative ser-
vices, and that its continued exis-
tence was not in jeopardy. Unfortu-
nately, the organization in question
was abolished by the host govern-
ment shortly before the expert's
final report was published.
American personnel and budget
experts who have been involved in
abortive efforts to transplant to Asia
the U.S. Civil Service Commission or
Bureau of the Budget models will
find much to ponder in this treatise.
Doh presents detailed case studies
in Malaysia and the Philippines, and
diagnoses the reasons for their par-
tial or complete ineffectiveness. In
the process, he illustrates the types
of ““games” Eastern politicians and
bureaucrats have often played with
Western administrative technology.
While the author provides some
generalized prescriptions, he re-
frains from offering specific tactical
advice to Western administrative
experts. He does not reject out of
hand all forms of Western adminis-
trative technology, but firmly
admonishes, “‘For lasting progress to
be made, the administrative systems
of Asia have to build on the
strengths of its cultures, traditions,
values and resources.” O

William A. Carlson is the former
director of the Office of Planning
and Evaluation, U.S. Department of
Agriculture. He retired in 1975.
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Agriculture

Custom-tailored Crops
(July/August)
John G. Blair

Developing Countries Can
Have Both (December)
Robert L. Bard

Man vs. Pest: Who's
Winning? (May)
Alexanderina Shuler

Pesticides: Worth the Price?
{June)
Susan Super

A Poor Man for All Seasons
(January/February)

Seaweed: Part of a Blue
Revolution? (March)
Kay Chernush

Taking the Risk out of Farm-
ing (June)
Susan Super

And What About the Green
Revolution? (March)
Jerry E. Rosenthal

AID Projects and
Programs

Out of Mothballs Into Use
(March)
Susan Super

Investing in Development
(September)
Kay Chernush

Africa

Building a Road, Building a
Future (December)

Robert Stevens

In the Eye of a Storm {May)
Emmett George

Famine Strikes Again in
Africa (June)
Emmett George

Flight from Fear and
Famine: Refugees in Somalia
(July/August)

Emmett George

Full Pots . . . and Malnutri-
tion (March)
Ellen M. Burkhardt

Tapping Peat Reserves
(July/ August)
Susan Super

Asia

South Korea: Moving Out of
the Third World
(January/February)

John Maxwell Hamilton
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1980

Near East

Nurturing a Democracy
(January/February)

Kay Chernush

Retornados: Rebuilding their
Nationality (April)
Kay Chernush

Seaweed: Part of a Blue
Revolution? (March)
Kay Chernush

Suez Canal: Growing Bigger
and Better (July/August)
Alexanderina Shuler

Development
Approaches
Development from Within

{January/February)
Dr. Lois Spears

Growing Together: Peace
Corps and AID {June)
Kay Chernush

Self-Help Key to Meeting
Basic Human Needs? (May])
Andre Van Dam

Ecology/Environment
Poverty, Forestry and Peace
(December)

George M. Guess

The Development-
Environment Connection
(May)

Jeff Endrst

Earth, Water and Air:
Casualties of Development?
(May)

Susan Super

Global 2000: A Warning
(September)

Toxic Waste: U.S. Exports
Open Debate on Dumping
(May)

Susan Super

Women: Key to Reforesta-
tion (January/February)
Susan Super

Education

Bridging the Learning Gap
(October)

Emmett George

Child's Play: Learning to Be
(October}

Susan Super

Don't Leave Education Only

. to Educators (October)

Martin Karcher

Making a Difference
(October)
Alexanderina Shuler

As If Women Mattered
(Octaber)
Vivian Lowery Derryck

Food and Nutrition

Baby Formula: The Continu-
ing Controversy (March)

Famine Strikes Again in
Africa (June)
Emmett George

Food for All: No. 1 Priority
(June)
Frances Brigham Johnson

Food or Fuel: The Bit-
tersweet Choice (June)
Lester Brown

Full Pots . . . and Malnutri-
tion {(March)
Ellen M. Burkhardt

Overcoming World Hunger:
The Challenge Ahead (June)

The Power of Choice and
the Problem of Malnutrition
(October)

Carol Jenkins

Health Care

Baby Formula: The Continu-
ing Controversy (March)

Clean Water for All: Goal
for the 80s (November)

The Fight against Malaria
Isn't Over
(January/February)

Susan Super

Fresh Water from the Sea?
(November)
John G. Blair

New Weapons in an Old
War (December)
Marianne Pearson

Peace Corps Water Workers
(November)
Bill Barrett

Water of Life and Death
{November)
John Metelsky

In Print

The Invisible Woman in
Development {March)
Jane S. Jacquette

Interdependence

American Farmers and
Foreign Aid (December)
Larry Marton

The Brandt Commission
Report . . . Formula for
Survival? (May)

Foreign Aid: Generosity
Returned {December)
James Bednar

The Price of World Leader-
ship (September}
Edmund S. Muskie

Third World: Threat or
Opportunity?
(January/February)
George Marotta
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| Trade Adjustment: Aid to
¢ U.S. Workers {September)
¢ James Bednar

- Labor
. Children at Work {Ootober)

P Women at Work

{Julv/August}

. Kathleen Newland

; Majer Reports

 The Brandt Commission

Report . .. Formula for

- Survival? (May)

. Global 2000: A Warning

i {September]

i Overcoming World Hungen:
i The Chalienge Ahead {June)
| Warld Bank Development

i Report {December)

- Population
. On Women and Children
-~ {July/August)

Michelle Hibler

Refugees

In the Eve of a Storm {(May)
Emmeit George

Flight from Fear and
Famine: Refugees in Somalia
{halv/Aagast)

Emmett George

Retornados: Rehuilding
Thetr Nationality {April}
Kay Chernush

Science and
Technology

Doing More with Less: The
Future of Technology in the
Third World {june}

Willham L. Eilers

Fresh Water from the Sea?
{MNovember)

fohn G. Blair

Will the Dirigible Rise
Agaia? {September}

Energy

Developing Countries Can
Have Both {December)
Rohert L. Bard

Doomsaying on Synthetic
Fuels Will Get Us Nowhere
{December}

Berkiey Bedell

Food or Fuel: The Bitter-
sweet Choice {Tune}

Lester Brown

Putting the Food-Fuel Issue

Lester Brown

Tapping Peal Reserves
{Julv/ August)
Susan Super

Small Business

{November}
Emmett George

Photo Mederne Koko, Albert
(. Egeson, Photographer
{November}

Benedict Tisg

The Urban Poor: Making {t
on Their Own {(November)
Les Mullane

Trade

Toxic Waste: U.S. Exports
Open Debate on Dumping
{May)

Susan Snper

Trade Adiustment: Aid to
1.8, Workers {September)
James Bednar

Transportation
Building & Road, Building a
Future {December}

Robert Stevens

Suez Canal: Growing Bigger
and Better {July/August)
Alexanderina Shuler

Urbanization

The Urban Poor: Making It
on Their Own (November)
Lee Mullane

U.S. Policy

Africa: Far Behind. Pushing

Forward {April)
Coler T. Butcher
Asia: A Growing
Partnership {April)
foha H. Sullivan

The Hope of Development
{April}
Douglas J. Bernet Jr.
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BANGKOK, Thailand—
After a long period of war
and famine, a measure of
stability appears to have
returned to Cambodia for the
first time in a decade,
specialists report.

Relief officials say that
since last year's catastrophic
famine the costly interna-
tional aid campaign has
been largely successful in
providing minimal rations to
most Cambodians. The
number of Cambodians is
estimated at between 5.5
and 6.5 million; pre-1970
estimates made before Cam-
bodia was fully drawn into
the Indochina war; placed
the population at nearly 8
million.

—New York Times

CARACAS, Venezuela—
Venezuela, the only South
American country with the
economic resources to have
a foreign aid program, is
using it to help other trou-
bled nations in Central
America and the Caribbean
toward democracy.

Venezuelans are under-
standably reverential about a
resource that brings more
than $11 billion a year. The
stained-glass portals ieading
to Mr. Calderon Berti’s office
in the Simon Bolivar Center
in downtown Caracas picture
sunbursts of color emanat-
ing from an orb embracing a
hydrocarbon.

“We don’t want to in-
terfere in the internal affairs
of these countries,” the
Energy Minister said, ‘“‘but
we hope that our help in
solving their problems will
contribute to democracy and
stability.”

—New York Times

WHAT
THE

MEDIA
SAY...

The Organization of
American States, overcoming
a deep idealogical split, ap-
proved a consensus resolu-
tion yesterday (Nov. 27), call-
ing on six Latin nations to
improve human rights perfor-
mance.

Agreement was reached
following an all night debate
that underscored the sen-
sitivity of all human rights
questions and the profound
differences between the
hemisphere’s democratic
and military-dominated
governments.

The countries named in
the resolution were Argen-
tina, Chile, El Salvador, Haiti,
Paraguay and Uraguay.

—Washington Star

Oregon State University
has signed an agreement to
help develop agriculture in
North Yemen.

“The agreement we signed
is the Consortium for inter-
national Development, an
organization of 11 western
U.S. universities,” said
Robert MacVicar, OSU presi-
dent.

The program is funded by
the Agency for International
Development. it is scheduled
to run for five years with a
projected budget of more
than $100 million for all proj-
ects and universities
involved.

—QGazette Times
Corvallis, OR

KORHOGO, Ivory
Coast—*The problem is this
country,” the doctor was
saying, “is to live to be 5. |If
you can do that, you may

. make it to 40.”

For every 100 babies born
in West Africa. 15 die before
they reach 1 year of age and
33 die before age 5. In Upper
Volta, a semi-arid country
north of here, the infant mor-
tality is even higher—50%
die before they are 5 years
old.

They become the victims
of the relentless forces of
malnutrition and diseases
that go largely unchecked in
this vast region south of the
Sahara, which is larger than
the United States, including
Alaska.

A larger percentage of
these deaths could be
prevented by vaccination,
but authorities say only 10%
of the children at best are
now immunized.

Perhaps the largest mass
vaccination program in the
world—and certainly under
what must be the most dif-
ficult circumstances—is now
getting under way in West
Africa.

The territory extends from
Cape Verde to Zaire. The
distance between Dakar,
Senegal, and Lubumbashi,
Zaire, is 1,000 miles more
than the air distance be-
tween New York and San
Francisco.

With the support of the
World Health Organization,
the U.N. Children’s Fund and
the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development, the goal
is to vaccinate every
newborn child in West Africa
against six major killers
before 1990.

—Los Angeles Times
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