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U.S. and Soviet Bloc Training Efforts—
A Comparison

In the Latin American and Caribbean region alone, Soviet bloc
scholarships, excluding those sponsored by Cuba, tripled during 1972-
1982. During the same period, U.S. government-sponsored programs
in that region declined 52%. On a worldwide basis, Soviet bloc schol-
arships increased 109% fram 1977 to 1982, while the number of stu-
dents sponsored by the U.S. government increased only 28%.

The Reagan Administration recognizes the dangerous implications of
this trend, and has launched a major initiative to increase opportuni-
ties for citizens of developing countries to study in the United States.

In 1984, the number of citizens of developing countries participat-
ing in AID-sponsored training programs increased to 11,500 from
8,000 in 1982. By fiscal year 1986, 15,000 people from developing
countries will be enrolled in AID participant training programs, with
approximately 1,850 students studying in the United States in fiscal
year 1985 as part of the USIA program. In addition, training opportun-
ities for citizens of Central Américan countries are being increased
substantially. =




Trainees—Making Their Mark

All around the world, former participants in AID scholarship pro-
grams are leaving their mark. In Indonesia, plant breeder Zainuddin
Harahap developed two superior strains of rice after studving at Loui-
siana State University. Victor Pungwayo, who received an AID-spon-
sored bachelor of science degree in agriculture, is now director of
Swaziland’s Ministry of Agriculture. In that position. he is expanding
the ministry's agricultural extension services, '

Victoria Altamirano de Palacious studied education at George Pea-
body College for Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee, and at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico. Since returning to Honduras, she has authored a
standard textbook for kindergarten and primary school children. Mo-
hammad Ahmed Saleh earned a master’s degree in public administra-
tion at the University of Southern California. In 1980, he was named
undersecretary of Jordan's Ministry of Trade and Industry.

Similar examples can be taken from USIA’s store of scholarship re-
cipients who have returned to their countries’ shores to become lead-
ers in business, education, health, government, and communications.
These include Luis Gallegos, director of the Department of National
Sovereignty in Ecuador's Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Megat Hassan,
regional director of Malaysia's National Institute of Public Administra-
tion; George John Komba-Kono, principal medical officer in charge of
Sierra Leone’s southern province; Amy Kabwe, responsible for home
economics education in Zambia; Waseem Sana, deputy general man-
ager of marketing for the National Fertilizer Corporation of Pakistan,
Ltd.; and Salomon Cohen, head of the planning division of the Nutri-
tion Institute of Central America and Panama. ®




The United States has always
enjoyed a large lead over Soviet bloc
counlries in the total number of
non-government-sponsored
developing country students enrolled
in their respective universities, as
shown in the graph. However, the

graph also shows that the Soviet
Bloc (not including the 27,000
developing country students
attending Cuban schools in 1982)
has a growing lead over the United
States in terms of government-
sponsored students.
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