?l\f' “ - 20 B

o

Guide to WTO-Related
Technical Assistance Resources for

Sub-Saharan Africa

Sponsored by the Government of the United States

on the occasion of the

Third WTO Ministerial Conference o

November 30-December 3, 1399
Seattle, Washington




PN-2es - 920

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

November 29, 1999

Dear Colleagues:

One of President Clinton’s priorities in trade policy is the strengthening of America’s
economic parinership with Sub-Saharan Africa and its integration into the world trading system.

In preparation for the WTO'’s Ministerial Conference in Seattle, I have listened closely to
the advice and ideas of many African governments. Many of you have stressed to me the
importance of strong, effective technical assistance programs. We have responded by working to
strengthen our national programs, and the WIT'Q’s; and we have published this Comprehensive
Guide to WTO-Related Technical Assistance Resources for African countries to ensure that all
our trading partners in Aftica have the easiest access fo these programs.

The Guide is an aggregate inventory of technical assistance resources available form
multilateral, regional, and bilateral sources. By bringing all the information together in one
source, I believe the Guide will help your Ministry take full advantage of the resources the WTO
and other sources have to offer. This in turn may be of great assistance in your efforts to use the
WTO to stimulate growth, technological progress, and new opportunities for your nation’s
businesses, farmers and entrepreneurs.

Please let me know of your comments and further suggestions. Ilook forward to working
together and strengthening the partnership befween our nations in the new Round, at the WTO
and in the next century.

Sincerely,

Charlene Barshefsky
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Preface

This guide is intended to help African Trade Ministers and other trade officials to build expertise
related to the negotiation and implementation of World Trade Organization (WTQ) agreements. It
provides an inventory of technical assistance programs for strengthening the participation of African
nations in the multilateral trading system

The descriptions of trade-related technical assistance in this guide are organized by (1} principal
WTO-related subjects and (2) major institutional source of assistance, including multilateral lending
agencies, bilateral aid donor agencies, and African regional organizations. Wherever possible, the
form and content of technical assistance are described. Because many technical assistance or training
programs are customized to the needs of beneficiary countries, detailed information is not always
available. The descriptions of each technical assistance program include contact information where
more details can be obtained and discussions of assistance needs can be initiated

This guide is arranged in the following five parts:

¢ Part I, Background, summarizes the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade {GATT) and
briefly describes the WTO. It also defines the categories of technical assistance provider
institutions covered in this guide, and the major types of technical assistance available.

¢ Part I, Technical Assistance by Subject, presents 24 WTO-related technical topics. Under
each subject, major technical assistance resources and key provider organizations and
contacts are described. The kind of assistance provided by these organizations is also
described.

e Part II1, Technical Assistance by Previder Organization, describes the institutions
providing assistance to sub-Saharan African nations on WTO-related questions. Each
institution’s role and objectives, technical assistance activities—including types of programs,
funding approaches for assistance, procedures for requesting assistance, and points of
contact—are outlined

e Part IV, Index, lists nearly 90 technical topics mentioned in the guide.

o Part V, Selected Program Documents, reproduces five key documents from various
providers of WTO-related technical assistance. These documents are not available at the web
sites of the providers’ organizations. They are included here 1o help further explain the nature
of provider organization support to sub-Saharan African governments.

CD-ROM Guide

This guide is also available in CD-ROM format. The CD-ROM is self-contained and can be used on
any personal computer with a CD-ROM drive without any special software. The CD-ROM version
allows access to information on WTO-related technical assistance to Africa in a structured way. A
menu will introduce you to the CD-ROM, at which point you may view any of the five separate parts
of the guide. The menu also allows you to go directly to descriptions of technical assistance resources
by (1) subject or (2) provider organization.



When you select either of these options, you will be presented with a range of detailed choices
for further investigation. Under “subjects,” for instance, you may select from 24 separate technical
areas in which WTO-related assistance is offered. Once you select a subject, you will be presented
with additional links to organizations that provide assistance in the subject, an outline of each
organization, and a summary of the assistance it provides. Under “provider organizations” you can
directly access detailed descriptions of 25 institutions that deliver WTO-related technical assistance
to sub-Saharan Africa.

The major parts of the guide are also interlinked on the CD-ROM. The descriptions of technical
assistance by subject provide automatic, internal links to descriptions of technical assistance by
provider organization. Hyperlinks embedded throughout the CD-ROM guide allow direct access to
the web sites of provider organizations, as well as important documents on WTO-related technical
assistance programs. Both the “subjects™ and “provider organizations™ sections of the guide are
linked internally to a “selected documents™ section, which contains a limited set of important
program documents not available on provider organization web sites.

Finally, an index lists about 90 technical topics mentioned in the guide. You can move {rom this
list directly to the principal sections of the guide where these technical topics arise.



Part I. Background on GATT, WTO, and Technical
Assistance Resources

GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE (GATT)

For more than 50 years the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was the primary forum
for international trade diplomacy and the basic framework for international rules governing global
trade. Concluded in 1947 and signed by its 23 original contracting parties, the GATT was one of the
four institutional pillars of the post-World War I structure for preserving world peace and
stimulating economic growth through (1) international political consultation (United Nations), (2)
international monetary cooperation (International Monetary Fund or IMF), international economic
development (the World Bank), and (4) open markets through global trade liberalization (GATT).

The objective of the GATT was to reduce national barriers to international trade—first, through
across-the-board tariff reduction, then removal of non-tariff measures, and eventuaily, through
development of global standards for fair trade. The fundamental premise of the GATT in pursuing
these objectives was then, and remains today, that rules to reduce trade barriers and to facilitate trade
liberalization and expansion are best formulated through multilateral consensus in a global forum,
bringing together all nations, developed and developing.

The 1947 GATT comprised a package of multilaterally negotiated trade concessions and over 30
Articles establishing the principles and setting the rules that were to govern global trade for nearly 50
years. During that time, the GATT’s basic legal text remained the same, but the expanding number of
contracting parties engaged in a series of multilateral trade negotiations or “rounds”™ initiallv focused
on the progressive reduction of tariffs and later on the development of agreements embodying codes
of practice in various substantive areas binding only upon the signatories thereof. These rounds and
the number of countries involved included the following: (1) 1947, Geneva (26); (2) 1949, Anneccy
(13); (3) 1951, Torquay (38); (4) 1956, Geneva (26); (5) 1960-61, Dillon (26); (6) 1964-67, Kennedy
(62); (7) 1973-79, Tokyo (102); and (8) 1986-94, Uruguay (123).

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)

The “Final Act Embodying the Results of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations,”
signed in Marrakesh, Morocco on April 15, 1994 incorporates over 30 legal texts. These include the
Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization (WTQ), GATT 1994, and the Uruguay Round
Agreements together with various Understandings, Ministerial Decisions, and Declarations which
establish the framework of international rules for global trade administered by the WTO.

The Uruguay Round resulted in a dramatic change in the number and character of GATT-
sponsored international rules for global trade and extended GATT disciplines to important new areas,
such as agricuiture, intellectual property, and services. In contrast 1o earlier GATT-sponsored codes
of behavior, the new framework of the GATT 1994 and the Uruguay Round Multilateral Agreements
were to be binding on @// member countries of the WTQ. Under the “Single Undertaking” coricept of

¢



the Uruguay Round Final Act, all countries that signed the Final Act in Marrakesh and all those that
subsequently acceded to WTO membership, are obligated as a condition of membership to
implement the obligations embodied in all of the Uruguay Round Multilateral Agreements, except
for those so-called “Plurilateral Agreements” which are binding orly on the signatories thereof.

The underlying premise for the GATT and the WTO was that all WTO Members would agree to
broad principles governing international trade relations and, upon these principles, build a consensus-
based system of rights and obligations between them. These rights and obligations are embodied in
the four core principles of the GATT/WTO and certain subsidiary principles in the GATT 1994 as
interpreted, clarified, and applied in the Uruguay Round Multilateral Agreements. The four core
principles are those relating to

Most Favored Nation Treatment (MFN),

National Treatment,

Reduction of Barriers to Trade, and

Non-Use of Quantitative Restrictions and the Tariffication of Non-Tarifl Barriers to Trade

(NTBs).

The subsidiary principles include

Transparency,

Consultation,

Resolution of disputes through the WTO system,

Attention to the special needs of developing country members,

"Fair” as well as “open” trade, and

The availability of “safeguards” to protect a member nation’s vital interests.

¢ o & & ¢ o

The WTO was established effective January 1, 1995 upon conclusion and signature of the Final
Act. Unlike the GATT (technically an “agreement”), the WTQ is recognized as a permanent,
structured, international organization designed to oversee the implementation of the Uruguay Round-
amended GATT 1994 and agreements. It administers and implements the GATT 1994 and Uruguay
Round Agreements; provides the framework and acts as the sponsoring forum for multilateral trade
negotiations; facilitates the resolution of trade disputes; reviews Member country trade policies; and
cooperates with other international institutions involved in global economic policy. The WTO now
has 135 members, including 41 African member countries, and nearly 30 other countries have
applied for or are considering membership. Of the current members, about 100 are self-described as
“developing countries,” and 29 member states are among those countries designated by the United
Nations as “least developed.”

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE RESOURCES: PROVIDERS AND CATEGORIES

WTO-related technical assistance is available to developing and least-developed countries in Africa
from a number of sources and in a number of forms. There are essentially three sets of providers for
technical assistance: multilateral, regional, and bilateral institutions.

Multilateral Institutions

Multilateral sources for technical assistance are the various international organizations comprised of
Member nations. These organizations provide and fund such assistance, either directly through their
own operating budgets or through extra-budgetary contributions from Member countries, non-
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governmental organizations or foundations. Delivery of technical assistance is often channeled
through the multilateral organization acting as a direct single provider of services. The major
“multilateral single provider” institutionai sources of trade-related technical assistance identified
herein include:

World Trade Organization (WTO)

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

World Customs Organization (WCO)

International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

United Nattons Development Programme (UNDP)

World Bank (WB)

Several multilateral organizations are jointly funding and delivering programs related 1o WTO
issues. These technical assistance sources are termed "multilateral joint provider" programs. They
include the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO program, the Joint Integrated Technical
Assistance Program in Selected Least-Developed and Other African Countries (JITAP), the
Integrated Framework (IF), and the Coordinated African Program of Assistance on Services
(CAPAS).

® o ¢ & & o »

Regional Institutions

In this guide, two regional institutions are significant sources of trade-related technical assistance to
Africa: the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the European Union (EU).

Bilateral Donor Agencies

Bilateral technical assistance consists of services provided by a single nation directly to another
nation as a result of bilateral agreements or arrangements between the two. The following nations are
important bilateral providers of trade-related technical assistance to sub-Saharan African countries:

Australia

Denmark

Egypt

Germany

New Zealand

Norway

Sweden

Switzerland

United States of America

Forms of Technical Assistance

International and national technical assistance and cooperation agencies provide developing and
least-developed countries with many types of assistance. The types of WTO-related technical
assistance described herein include the following:



Conferences, Seminars, Workshops

¢ One-time only regional, subregional, or national events on general policy issues or technical
aspects of implementation of the GATT 94 and Uruguay Round agreements—-sponsored or
funded by assistance agencies.

e Meetings of experts from developed and developing countries to discuss trade-related
general, development, or technical topics.

Training Programs

¢ Technical experts or briefing missions to particular countries to discuss particular topics or
issues— generally “how-t0™ sessions, e.g., WTO notification requirements.

¢ Formal training courses for capacity building—two days to six months—on a specific or broad
trade-related curriculum.

¢ Funding of fellowships at academic institutions for trade-related studies or course work,
sometimes leading to a graduate degree.

¢ Funding or hosting of internships at international or national trade-related institutions.

Consultant Services

¢ Provision/funding of consultants for on-site technical assistance and services related to
development, trade policy, and implementation of WTO obligations.

¢ General issue-targeted reviews and commentary for national governments or governmental
agencies.

¢ Legal/legislative review of draft laws, regulations, or legislation for consistency with
GATT’94/Uruguay Round agreements and WTQO requirements.

* Legislative drafting support for development of GATT/WTO-compliant legislation.

¢ Undertaking of studies in trade-related policy and technical issue areas for developing
country governments, or private organizations.

¢ Needs assessments and program design and evaluation relating to technical assistance and
services or programs for implementation of GATT/WTO obligations.

Information/Document Dissemination

¢ Provision of study reports, papers, training manuals and materials, legal texts, and other
documents.
¢ Dissemination of data, or statistics, e.g., trade statistics, commodity market reports.

Infrastructural Support

* Provision of machinery and equipment to support trade-related administrative and regulatory
activities of developing country governments, e.g., computer hardware/software, installation
of data systems, placement of testing laboratories/equipment.



Part II. Technical Assistance by Subject

This chapter presents by an inventory by subject area of major WTO-related programs of technical
assistance available to the nations and trade institutions of sub-Saharan Africa.

ACCESSION TO THE WTO 1

Thirty-eight sub-Saharan African countries are already members of the WTO. Applications for
accession of the Sevchelles and Sudan are pending. No applications have yet been received from
Cape Verde, the Comoros, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Liberia, Sao Tome and Principe, or
Somalia. Accession is a sometimes difficult and prolonged process due to the intricate series of
requirements and concessions that are negotiated in the areas of tariffs, non-tariff barriers, and other
specific areas regulated under the GATT 94/WTO framework of rules for global trade. Technical
assistance to facilitate the application and accession process is available from a number of agencies,
but primarily from the WTQO itself.

World Trade Organization (WTO)

Assistance with accession is one of the ten focus areas for the WTO’s current three-vear program for
technical cooperation (1999-2001). Driven by country requests, such assistance usually takes one or
more of the following forms:

¢ Seminars (regional, sub-regional, national) to explain the accession process and
requirements.

¢ Briefing Sessions in Geneva for the trade officials of countries either already in the process
of accession or considering accession.

¢ Technical Missions during which WTO ofTicials explain the accession process and
requirements and assist countries to pull together information required for the application.

The WTO Manual on Technical Cooperation and Training (hitp://Awww.wio.org/tict/ctd i4.him)
explains how to request technical assistance for accession. Information on accession may be obtlained
from the WTO Accessions Division. Requests for assistance should be sent to the Technical
Cooperation and Training Division {TCTD} before the end of the yvear preceding the year in which
such assistance is to be delivered The WTQ TCTD, the Accessions Division, and other substantive
divisions work with countries to define modalities/modes, contents, logistics, and funding for such
assistance. More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this
guide.




For additional information on WTO accession assistance, contact:

ARIF Hussain DIRECTOR
ACCESSIONS BIVISION

WoRLD TRADE ORGANIZATIONWTO
154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GENEVA 21, SWITZERLAND
Tew 41-22-739-5611

Fax: 41-22.739-5776

EMAIL: ARIF, HUSSAINEDWTO.ORG

and/or

JEAN-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR,

TECHNICAL C OOPERATION AND TRAINING DIVISION
WoRLD TRADE ORGANIZATICN

TeL: 41-22-739-5237

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMaIL: JEAN-MAURICE LEGER@WTO.0RG

WTO Web Site : htip://www.wto.org

Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program (JITAP)

The Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least Developed and Other African
Countries (JITAP) is jointly administered by the WTO, UNCTAD, and the International Trade
Centre. It is designed to help African countries improve their export competitiveness and participate
more fully in the multilateral trading system Funded through a trust fund established by the founding
agencies, JITAP receives operating funds from the founding agencies as well as other national and
international donors. At present, the JITAP focuses on eight African nations—Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cote d’lvoire, Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania, Tunisia and Uganda—all of which are already WTO
members. Based upon experience with this initial group of nations, the JITAP may be extended to
other African nations as well.

JITAP technical assistance for accession includes:

* Briefing sessions in Geneva on the accession process for staff of country missions to the
WTO and for visiting trade officials.

e Technical missions to JITAP-assisted countries to discuss and assist with the procedures and
requirements of the accession process.

More detailed information on JITAP and its technical assistance activities is in Part III of this
guide.
For more information on JITAP WTO accession assistance, contact:

JEAN-MARC FORTIN

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIVISION
WoRLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE,

CH-1211 GENEva 2%, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-738-5207

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL: JEAN-MARC.FORTINEIWTO ORG



JITAP Web Site: http://www jitap.org

Bilateral Assistance Programs

Some bilateral donors provide technical assistance on WTO accession. For example, the Deutsche
Gesellschaft fir Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ, German Agency for Technical Cooperation)
provides WTO experts to assist national officials in the preparation of documents required for WTO
accession and gives targeted technical advice on legal and trade policy reforms required for
compliance with GATT/WTO rules. More detailed information on GTZ and its technical activities is
in Part 111 of this guide.

For information on accession assistance from GTZ, contact:

Kinka GERKE UNGER

WTO Experr

DEUTSCHE GESELLSCHAFT FOR TECHNISCHE ZUSAMMENARBEIT (GTZ)
DAaG-HAMMARSKJIOLD-WEG 1-5,

Postrach 5180,

65726 ESCHBORN, GERMANY

Tew: +49-6196-780

Fax; +48-6196-1115

GTZ Web Site: http://www.otz.de




The conclusion of the Uruguay Round resulted in the first effective set of international rules
governing trade in agriculture. These new rules, incorporated into the Uruguay Round Agreement on
Agriculture, require tariffication (conversion to tariff equivalents) of all non-tariff barriers to
agricultural imports, reduction and binding of tariffs, and minimum access commitments for imports
previously banned or restricted. Rules on export subsidies and domestic support programs were also
imposed. Trade ministers also recognized that implementation of the Uruguay Round agreements,
especially liberalization of trade in agriculture, could cause temporary problems for developing
countries that are net-food importers. They accordingly encouraged differential treatment for
agricultural export credits, as well as financial and technical assistance under aid programs to
improve agricultural productivity and infrastructure.

U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

Founded in 1945 and headquartered in Rome, the UN. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) is
the preeminent international organization for discussion of and assistance with agricultural policy
and planning, food security issues, dissemination of agricultural/food information and analyses, and
world trade in food and agriculiural commodities. The FAO implements advisory and technical
assistance programs and advises governments on all aspects of agricultural and food matters,
including fostering better understanding and implementation of the Uruguay Round’s Agreement on
Agriculture.

The FAQ’s Technical Cooperation Program (TCP), which provides technical assistance and
services through in-country, sub-regional, and regional programs and projects, is managed by the
FAO Technical Cooperation Department. The TCP affords technical assistance to developing
countries for capacity building for policy analysis and formulation relating to WTO’s Agreement on
Agriculture, as well as the interface between that Agreement and the Agreement on Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Standards (SPS), which involves adopting international standards for food quality and
inspection. More specifically, the FAO provides:

e Design and organization of training programs for agricultural policy and sectoral analysis,
planning, and formation.

e Training programs for government officials on Uruguay Round agreement requirements
(Agriculture, SPS).

¢ Training materials addressing international trade in agriculture-related Uruguay Round
agreements, and application and enforcement of food/agricultural standards.

s Studies on the long-term outlooks and trends in agricultural commodities and food security.

Of special relevance to the WTO Seattle Ministerial Conference and the new WTO-sponsored
round of multilateral trade negotiations, in 1996 the member countries of the FAO mandated that the
organization help them prepare for negotiations in agriculture. With the assistance of several other
infernational organizations and donors, the FAO has created a worldwide program of workshops for
developing countries to help them

¢ Understand fully the existing WTO agreements, their rights and obligations thereunder, and
problems in their implementation that may require further negotiations;
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Analyze new issues likely to arise in the negotiating process and the implications of proposed
new international rules in agriculture and other international agreements for their national
economies; and

Consider special issues of regional or sub-regional concern.

As part of the program for assistance in future agricultural and other trade negotiations, the FAO

has

Provided information on electronic access to sources of information covering interpretation,
impact analyses, transition measures, Uruguay Round implementation issues, and negotiating
proposals;

Developed a training kit covering in detail the Agriculture Agreement, and the SPS and
TRIPS Agreements (as they relate to trade in agriculture};

Sponsored symposia and conferences on (a) the interrelationship between agriculture, food
security, and economic development; (b) likely issues in forthcoming negotiations on
agriculture from the point of view of developing countries, in particular their concerrs to
improve market access, reduce levels of trade-distorting domestic support, eliminate export
subsidies, and ensure trade in products of new technologies is based on transparent,
predictable, timely, and science-based approval processes; and (c) options with regard to
domestic support, market access, and export competition; and

Conducted conferences on WTO obligations relating to agricultural and food standards, in
particular the Uruguay Round Agreements on SPS and technical barriers to trade (TBT) with
a conference in Africa scheduled for Harare in Spring 2000.

FAOQ also provides the following services:

Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS), which provides information
for implementing the WTQ’s Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible Negative
Effects of the Reform Program on Least-Developed and Net Food-Importing Developing
Countries;

Statistics on the food security of WTO Member countries relative to the Agriculture
Agreement’s provisions on export prohibitions/restrictions; and

Technical assistance via the FAO/World Health Organization’s Codex Alimentarius
Commission on issues related to sanitary and food standards.

More details on the FAQ and its technical assistance activities are in Part I of this guide.
For additional information on international trade in agriculture and the WTO Agreement on
Agriculture, contact:

JAMES GREENFIELD, DIRECTOR
CoMMoDiTiES AND TRADE Drvision
Foop AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION
VIALE DELLE TERME DI CARACALLA,

00 100 Roue, ItaLy

TeL: 39-06-570-53856

Fax: 38-06-570-54495

EMAIL: JAMES.GREENFIELOEIFAC.CRG
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For information on the FAO Training Program in Forthcoming WTO multilateral negotiations,

contact:

PoLicy ASSISTANCE DivISIoN

FAOQ

TeL: 39-06-570-54838

Fax: 39-06-570-55107

EMAIL: MARIAGRAZIA. QUIETHEIFAD.CRG
OR POLICY-TRAINING {BFAQ. ORG

FAO’s general Web Site is: hitp://www fao.org
Its policy Web Site is http://www.fao.ore/ WAICENT/FAQINFO/TCD/Tca/default.htm

Its policy training Web Sites is: hitp://www.fao.org/tc/tca/ptrain. htm

World Bank Agriculture Projects

The World Bank has designed a project for an integrated program of research, policy analyses, and
capacity building to enhance the participation of developing countries in any future WTO-sponsored
round of multilateral trade negotiations. The WTO 2000 program will involve:

Quantitative research and policy analyses of the interests of developing countries in the
agricultural issues of any new trade negotiation agenda;

Production of a handbook on agricultural trade issues for policymakers and negotiators,
describing likely agriculiural 1ssues and including a set of databases and software tools to
access policy proposals;

Conferences/workshops to disseminate and discuss the analytical results with policy advisers
and key decision makers in developing countries. Conference topics include:
—Regional and Country Case Studies;

— Market Access, Domestic Support, and Export;

— Subsidy Commitments;

— Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and Technical

——Barriers to Trade;

—Quantitative Assessments of Policy Options;

— Effects of Liberalization in Non-Agricultural

——Sectors on Trade in Agriculture;

— Agriculture and Environmental Standards; and

— Agriculture and Intellectual Property Rights.

A conference on “Agriculture and the New Trade Agenda from a Development Perspective:
Interests and Options in the WTO 2000 Negotiations™ will be held in Washington, D.C. on 11-12
January 2000.

Regional training workshops for senior policymakers on:
—The WTO agreements and the multilateral framework for global trade rules; and
— Use of analytical tools and databases to evaluate effects of specific negotiating options.

These workshops are scheduled for African countries in Spring and Fall 2000.



I

e Post-Seattle Ministerial Research on the agenda and negotiating modalities of a new round of
mutltilateral trade negotiations.

» Country-specific analyses of negotiating options and trade-offs, plus action-oriented policy
briefs with synthesis of research results.

More details on World Bank technical assistance activities are in Part I1I of this Guide.
For more information on the World Bank’s general technical assistance activities, contact:

Prip ENGLISH

WORLD BANK INSTITUTE

1818 *H" StReeT, N.W.,
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20433

TeL: 202-473-6483

Fax: 202-676-9810

EMaiL: PENGUISH(@ WORLDBANK.ORG

For specific information on the World Bank Agriculture Projects, contact:

MERLINDA INGCO
WORLD BANK INSTITUTE
Tew: 202-473-3860
Fax: 202-522-1674

Enar; MNGCO@WORLOBANK.ORG

World Bank web site: http://www worldbank.org/trade

Other Agriculture-Focused Technical Assistance

The International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTOQ in Geneva has published a guide to the Uruguay
Round Agreement on Agriculture, contact:

BERNARD ANCEL

TRADE | NFORMATION SECTION

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTAD/WTO
Paais pes NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-730-4439

EMAIL: ANCEL@RNTRACEN.CRG

For detailed information on the ITC, see Part il{ of this guide.

Australia has pledged A$ 1 billion over four years (1998-2002) for food security activities. This
will involve helping developing countries respond to issues identified in the WTO Ministerial
Decision Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Program on Least-Developed and
Net Food-Importing Developing Countries.
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For information contact:

Tony Newnan, Al DIRECTOR
AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST SECTION
AusAlD

GPOBox 887

CanBERRAACT 2601, AUSTRALIA
TeL: 61-2-6206-4770

Fax: 61-2-6206-4062

Emal; TONYNEWMAN@AUSAID.GOV.AU

Web Site: htip://www.ausaid.cov.au

For details on Australia’s technical assistance programs see Part I of this guide.

U.S. Department of Agriculture - USDA

The U.S. Department of Agriculture makes is the Agriculture ministry for the United States
Government. It makes available technical assistance or information to developing nations through
two programs: {1) the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS), and (2) the Economic Research Service

(ERS).

Foreign Agriculture Service

Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) is the agency that represents the U.S. Government's agricultural
interests abroad, primarily through agricultural attaches posted in various foreign countries.
However, through its International Cooperation and Development Program, it provides certain
USAID-funded technical assistance and research through two FAS units:

The Development Resources Division, which provides technical advisers to USAID in the
areas of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Environment, and design and implementation of
development activities in Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Environment (in cooperation
with USAID), multilateral development banks, international agencies, and host country
governments.

The Research and Scientific Exchanges Division, which provides workshops on technical,
research, and agribusiness topics, and resident advisers in developing countries in agricultural
policy, research, and agribusiness development.

FAS’s technical assistance activities on trade aspects of SPS standards include the following:

In May 1999, FAS hosted a comprehensive program on the trade implications of
international sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) standards. FAS invited two participants
from 20 sub-Saharan African countries to take part in seminars and workshops to review SPS
and other food safety issues, as well as the work of international bodies such as the WTQ and
the Codex Alimentarius Commission. The objective of the program was to provide
government officials from these countries with a better understanding of internationally
accepted standards and to convince them of the importance of active participation in the
international bodies that set these standards.

FAS transferred $30,000 to FAO to help support risk analysis and food standards
workshops in conjunction with the Codex Commission’s Regional meetings in Africa. The



principal goal of these activities is to increase awareness of SPS and food safety issues and
encourage the participation of officials from these countries in international Codex meetings.
The U.S. conducted five meetings with developing countries, including eight African
nations, to raise issues of mutual concern that are before the Codex Alimentarius
Commission and to encourage the active participation of these countries in Codex meetings.
FAS has also supported training and workshops in conjunction with the U.S.-South Africa
Binational Commission. In 1998, USDA supported several series of workshops in South
Africa. These workshops were technical training initiatives designed to develop and share
import requirements and risk assessment methodoiogies. These programs assist South
African efforts in making sanitary and phytosanitary decisions based on sound scientific
principles. They also foster cooperation and encourage trade by sharing critical information
concerning import and export requirements and expectations. These workshops covered a
wide range of subjects, including USDA’s policy of regionalization, animal health risk
assessment procedures, and plant protection and quarantine risk assessment practices.

All of these workshops and training programs promote greater transparency and an increased
understanding of WTO responsibilities and obligations. Other technical food safety workshops and
assessmentis are being planned in early 1999, including a food safety assessment exchange between
the United States and South Africa, which will allow food regulatory agencies in both countries to
examine each other’s food safety regimes and begin working toward mutual acceptance.

Economic Research Service

Economic Research Service undertakes extensive GATT/WTO-related research studies and
maintains an informative “WTO Briefing Room™ web site as a one-stop source for information and
economic analysis of international agricultural trade issues and the WTO. The Briefing Room web
site provides detailed information on:

* o o 8 0

WTO rules for agricultural trade,

Implementation of the GATT/WTO Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture,
Technical barriers to trade in agriculture,

State trading enterprises’ involvement in agricultural trade,

Regional trade agreements, and

Glossary of agricultural and trade-related terms.
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For more information on the technical assistance activities of the Foreign Agricultural Service,
contact:

HowARD ANDERSON

INTERNATIONAL C OOPERATION & DEVELOPMENT DIvISION
Room 3219 {Stor 1087),

U.8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

1400 InpEpENDENCE AveNUE, S.W.,

WasHingTon, D.C. 20250-1087

TeL: 202-690-1924

EMAIL: ANDERSONHDEAS.USDA GOV

For more information on Economic Research Service activities involving international trade in
agriculture, contact:

CHeryL CHRISTENSEN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR
STAFF ANALYSIS & TNTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
MARKET ECONOMICS DIVISION,

EconemMIc RESEARCH SERVICE

Room5120N MST,

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

TeL: 202-694-5200

Fax: 202-694-5792

EmaIL; CHERYLGEECON AG.GOV

Web Sites for the Department of Agriculture's FAS - Development Resources Division:
http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/drd/drd.html!

Web Site for the FAS Research and Scientific Exchanges Division:
hitp://www.fas.usda.cov/icd/rsed/res-scient-exchanees. html

Web Site for the Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service:
http://www .econ.ag. gov/briefing/wto

See also: http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/policy/eatt/satt.htm}




“Capacity-building” covers both human resource development and institutional strengthening. In this
sense, nearly all of the technical assistance and training programs profiled here involve capacity
building. However, we are here concerned only with GATT/WTQO capacity-building. Even so, nearly
all of the organizations profiled here play a role. Rather than repeat all the possibilities for capacity-
building technical assistance for each substantive area-—more than 30 Articles of the GATT 94 and
over 20 Uruguay Round agreements—we highlight here the generic forms of assistance made
available by the organizations profiled.

World Trade Organization - WTQO

The WTO is the focal point for most of the technical assistance described in this guide. It
administers, manages, interprets, and applies the GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules;
resolves disputes arising out of that framework; conducts multilateral negotiations to change or
enlarge that framework The WTO also represents the single largest repository of expertise and
experience with that body of rules of any of the organizations profiled here.

The WTO makes its expertise available primarily to developing nations—and particularly to
least-developed countries—directly or indirectly in partnership with other organizations and sources,
through a broad range of forms of technical assistance. The goal of these activities is to enhance the
competence of government trade and other officials and to strengthen and equip the administrative
and regulatory institutions that must implement GATT/WTO rules. These activities include the
following:

* Seminars (national, sub-regional, regional) describing and illustrating the application of the
Uruguay Round agreements and the procedures, processes, and operation of the WTO as an
institution—or focusing on technical areas such as trade remedies, customs valuation,
standards (SPS/TBT), TRIPS, and requirements for meeting Member’s GATT/ WTO
obligations. These seminars may last a few hours or up to five or more days. An example is
the “Geneva Week” for non-resident delegations of Member countries or officials of
countries in the process of accession.

e Workshops on areas of trade policy analysis, formation, or implementation. These may
involve talks, theoretical explanations, case studies, or simulations related to the analysis and
resolution of a particular area. These workshops may last a few hours or up to a few days.

¢ Missions to Member countries (or countries in the process of WTO accession) ofien
referred to as “briefing” or “technical” missions. These missions are designed to assist trade
and other officials to understand and respond to responsibilities arising from the provisions of
the GATT’94 or the Uruguay Round agreements or WTO internal procedures (dispute
resolution, negotiations, meetings). These may involve meeting consultation or notification
requirements, or transparency-focused administration of trade remedies, customs valuation,
and standards conformity assessment. These missions may last for a few davs or up to a few
weeks.

¢ Training courses with defined curricula and performance objectives, developed 1o enhance
competency in either trade policy development, the implementation (administrative,
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regulatory, enforcement) of WTO agreements or productive participation in dispute
resolution, consultation, or negotiations (for example, meaningful participation in any new
round of multilateral trade negotiations). Training courses usually last a few days orup to a
month or more.

¢ Legal/legislative assistance provides legal advisory opinions on issues arising under WTO
agreements, provisions or in connection with dispute settlement—or legislative review,
commentary, drafting with respect to national laws/regulations/legislation to ensure its
conformity with WTO obligations.

o Infrastructure support---strengthening trade-related institutions of Member countries (or
those in the process of accession) through establishment of WTO Reference Centers (internet
connection, documentary resources, training for information gathering, networking
capabilities), and installation of computer hardware/software for example, a CD-ROM
permitting Internet “distance learning” in the GATT/WTO system and agreements.

¢ Interactive guides to the WTQ, the WTO and Developing Countries, Reading WTO
Schedules, the Dispute Settlement Process, Uruguay Round Agreements, Directory of Trade
Policy Educational and Training Resources, Directory of Internet Trade and Development
Links, and others.

All of these forms of capacity building technical assistance and services are available from the
WTO through its Technical Cooperation and Training Division.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.

For additional information on WTQ capacity-building assistance, contact:

Jean-MauRICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TEGHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIvISION
WorLD TraDE ORGANIZATION — WTQ

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GENEVA 21, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-739-5611

Fax: 41-22-739-5776

EMAIL: JEAN-MAURICE.LEGEREIWTO.0RG

WTO Web Site: http://www.wio.org

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development — UNCTAD

UNCTAD’s “Positive Agenda for Trade” focuses its technical assistance for African countries on
capacity-building in (a) the identification and analysis of international trade-related issues; (b) trade
policy formation and negotiations; and (c) assistance with regard to WTO accession
requirements/procedures. 1t:

* Supports international trade policy discussions;

¢ Provides training in its TRAINFORTRADE Program as well as courses in Commercial
Diplomacy (trade representation and negotiation);

e Provides trade information through its Trade Points program;

e Provides infrastructure support via its Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA)
and its Trade Analysis and Information System (TRAINS).
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UNCTAI>’s other major program-—“Comprehensive New Plan of Action”—was designed to
enhance the ability of developing nations to participate meaningfully and effectively based on their
national interests in the WTO Seattle Ministerial Conference and any new round of multilateral trade
negotiations. Under the program, UNCTAD helps identify issues having special impact on the
developmental interests of countries and provides training in effective negotiation and participation
in any new round. Finally, UNCTAD funds a weeklong training course in “International Economic
Law, Dispute Settlement, and International Organizations” in Geneva for developing nations” trade
officials.

More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part 1I] of this guide.

For more information on UNCTAD’s capacity-building-focused technical assistance, contact:

Murray Giags, CHIEF

TRADE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC I5SUES BRANCH

DiviStON ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS, SERVICES AND COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

Pavais pes NaTions

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

Emai: MURRAY.GIEBS@UNCTAD.ORG

UNCTAD Web Sites:

For the Positive Agenda for Trade: http://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm
For other technical cooperation programs: hitp://www.unctad.org/en/techcop/techcop.him
For general description of UNCTAD activities: http://www.unctad.org

UN Food and Agriculture Organization— FAQ

The FAO is one of the most prominent forums for the discussion of, and technical cooperation with
regard to, international trade in agricultural commodities and food security and other issues. In
addition to its comprehensive needs assessment of developing countries’ capacity-building
requirements in this area and their implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture,
it conducts training programs, produces training and other documentary materials, and undertakes
studies relating to all aspects of agricultural commodities trade and food issues. These include:

e Training programs in policy analysis and development, formulation of food quality
standards, safety issues and SPS requirements for risk analysis/assessment, inspection
techniques/procedures, food laboratory management, production/consumption tracking, and
trade statistics aggregation/utilization.

o Training manuals covering food inspection, food for export, and fish inspection and quality
assurance.

¢  Workshops and regional conferences/seminars on WTO-related topics for farmers’
organizations and on Uruguay Round Agreement requirements for government officials,
such as the relationship between trade and plant protection.

o Legal review/legislative drafting for WTO-consistent national legislation,

The FAO has also undertaken a special program of capacity building to enhance the participation
of developing country negotiators in any future negotiations affecting agriculture and food policies.
These include:
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¢ Provision of informatien en electronic access to sources of information covering
interpretation, impact analyses, transition measures, Uruguay Round implementation issues,
and negotiating proposals in future muliilateral trade negotiations.

¢ Development of a training kit providing information for the foregoing and providing
detailed information on the Uruguay Round Agriculture Agreement and the SPS and TRIPS
Agreements (as they relate fo trade in Agriculture).

e Sponsorship of symposia and conferences on the interrelationships between agriculture,
food security, and economic development; the role of agricultural trade in the multilateral
trading system; likely issues in forthcoming negotiations in Agriculture affecting developing
nations’ interests; and options relating to domestic support, market access, and export
competition.

¢ Conferences on WTQ obligations relating to agricultural and food standards, in particular
the Uruguay Round Agreements on SPS and TBT.

(A conference on these topics is scheduled for Harare in the Spring 2000.)

More details on the FAO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.
For more information on FAQO’s training program for the forthcoming WTO muliilateral trade
negotiations, contact the:

Pouicy AssISTANGE DivISION

U.N, Foob aND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION {FAQ)
VIALE DELLE TERME DI CARACALLA

00 100 RoMe, ITaLy

Tew: 39-06-570-54838

Fax: 38-06-570-55107

EMAIL MARIAGRAZIA. QUIETIEIFAD.ORG

OR POLICY-TRAINING g@FA0.0RG

For more information on technical assistance on international trade in Agriculture and the WTO
Agreement on Agriculiure, contact:

JaMES GREENFIELD, DIRECTOR

CoMmMoDITIES AND TRADE DIVISION

U.N. Foop anp AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION {FAQ)
TeL: 39-06-570-53856

Fax: 39-06-570-54495

Eman: JAMES.GREENFIEL@FA0.0RG

FAQ’s general Web Site is: http://www. fao.org
Its policy Web Site is http://www.fao.org/WAICENT/FAQINFO/TCD/Tca/default.htm
Its policy training Web Sites is: hitp://www.fao.org/tc/ica/ptrain.htm

World Customs Organization - WCO

The World Customs Organization (WCO) in Brussels, infer alia, promotes and facilitates customs
administration (classification, valuation, liquidation, and entry). It administers international
conventions on the nomenclature (classification of goods), harmonization of commodity description
and coding (the “Harmonized System™), and the simplification and harmonization of customs
procedures. The WCO provides customs officials and their governments with various forms of
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capacity-building assistance, including regional/national seminars, missions, training courses,
fellowship programs, and technical assistance services. These include:

Customs Reform and Modernization Program (CRM), the WCO’s most important
capacity building activity. This features a customs integrity workshop. A regional customs
integrity workshop for east and southern Africa region (16 countries) will be offered in
January 2000.

Regional/National Seminars (5 days, Engilishand French) on:

—amendment of the HS System and requirements for its uniform interpretation and
application;

— mmplementing the [WTO] Customs Valuation Agreement;

—technical, organizational, and legal aspects of an automated customs administration;

-—development of a workplan and structure of customs operations for the control of
chemicals and drugs;

—combating commercial fraud and protection of intellectual property rights (funded by
private companies cooperating with the WCO);

—methods for dealing with money laundering and the proceeds of criminal activities:

—profiling and risk assessment for enforcement against carriers of smuggied goods; and

—simplification and modernization of national customs procedures.

Expert Missions (3-5 days, English and French) relating to:

—customs valuation: examination of existing valuation procedures and implementation
difficulties;

-—Customs Valuation Agreement obligations/requirements;

—measures for the effective application of the Customs Valuation Agreement;

— diagnosing weaknesses in Customs administration fraud enforcement and
recommendations for enhancement of enforcement efforts;

—mechanisms for dealing with valuation fraud under the Customs Valuation Agreement;
and

— WCO Regional Intelligence Liaison Offices: operations and sharing of information for
Customs enforcement.

Technical assistance missions (5 days, English) on:

—simplifying customs procedures;

— information technology and electronic commerce: the UN/EDIFACT standard and
interface for exchange of business data;

—evaluation of a country’s proposed information technology system prior to putting it into
operation and its conformance with internationally-agreed standards; and

—techniques for country review of national Customs administration procedures and
processes.

Advisory missions on Rules of Origin (2-3 days, English, French, and Spanish), including
implications of the draft Harmonized Rules of Origin convention and WTO/Uruguay Round
agreements considerations/concerns.

Regional/national training courses (5-10 days, English and French) (training courses are
more formal and detailed than seminars and take the form of lectures supplemenied by
practical exercises) seminars are delivered on:
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—development, structure, classification principles of the Harmonized System (HS);

— application/implementation of the Customs Valuation Agreement;

—techniques of information/intelligence gathering for customs enforcement;

—-surveillance and controls to combat traffic in hazardous materials and endangered species;

——Middle Managers’ course in development of skills in customs administration human and
resource managerment;

—commercial fraud investigators’ course —skills for developing investigative procedures,
fraud analysis techniques and intelligence gathering; and

— benefits of customs/business cooperation and use of business information for risk
assessment.

e Technical assistance services

—study for national customs authorities of the time required for release of goods and
analysis and recommendations for efficient, effective operation of the country’s customs
clearance procedures (5 days, English and French);

-—agsistance with simplification and modernization of customs procedures and accession to
the Kyoto Convention and other international arrangements (1-2 weeks, English and
French),

— assistance for combating transshipment fraud (5 days, English and French); and

—training of trainers in member countries in communications skills and use of interactive
and progressive training methods (10 days, English).

¢ Fellowship programs, including fellowships at WCO/Brussels for customs middle managers
to develop skills in customs administration and related human resources management with
studies in specialized fields selected by Fellow and field trips to various countries’ customs
offices (20 days in Brussels, 10 days with a sponsoring national customs administration).

s  WCO Website, which features posting of commodity classification decisions taken by the
WCO Harmonized Systern Committee publishing a complete description of goods, six digit
HS classification, and the legal basis for the decision, with amendments to Explanatory Notes
and Classification opinions, lists of HS Convention Contracting Parties, agenda, working
documents and reports of the Committee. Includes a request form for classification advice
from WCO.

More details on the WCO and its technical assistance activities are in Part II1 of this guide.
For more information on the WCQ’s capacity-building assistance contact:

MR. JAnos Nagy

Heap oF HumeN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
WorLp CusToms ORGANIZATION

B-1210 BruUSSELS, BELGIUM

TeL: 32-2.209-9445

Frx 32-2-203-9496

EMAIL; JANOS. NAGYEWCOOMD. ORG

WCO Web Site: hitp://www.wcoomd.org




International Organization for Standardization - I1SO

A non-governimental organization, the ISO’s members are national standards bodies from some 130
couniries. The ISO was founded to promote the development of standardization and related activities
in order to facilitate the international exchange of goods and services and to support cooperation in
the standardization and quality assessment and certification thereof. Standardization implies
consensus and consistently applied specifications and criteria in the choice and classification of
materials, products, and provision of services.

The ISO helps developing countries formulate, assess, certify and enforce standardization by (a)
identifying needs and requirements; (b) designing measures to help meet their needs:; and (c¢)
providing technical assistance and services. Through its Committee on Developing Country Matters,
the ISO offers training seminars and publishes manuals on standards-related topics; delivers
technical services to exporters on the standards requirements of importing countries; sponsors
workshops on consumer involvement in standardization; and arranges conferences and symposia
covering developments in standards testing and certification. These programs include:

¢ Development of training manuals on:
— establishment and management of a National Standards Body;
— conformity assessment;
—training of technical staff at the national and company level;
—teaching of standardization in institutions of higher learning in developing countries;
—development and organization of a company standards department;
—application of standards;
— participation in international standardization;
— organization and development of a National Standards Information Centre;
—establishment and operation of a testing laboratory for a National Standards Body:
— guidelines for selecting and adopting/adapting international standards for national use; and
—infroduction to standardization and its uses in exports.

The ISO’s other technical assistance activities include:

Identification and accommodation of standardization needs in developing countries.
Training, consisting of regional training serninars, fellowships in standards-related
institutions, assistance in the arrangement of placements in appropriate training instifutions,
and training of technical officers for ISO technical committee secretariat functions.

¢ Financing member participation in ISO standards committee meetings.

¢ Assistance to member bodies in identifying new international standardization projects in
areas of economic importance and coordinating actions for launching a standards initiative.

¢ Provision of documentation and information systems.

e Preparation of standards promotional materials.

More details on the ISO and its technical assistance activities are in Part [1] of this guide.
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For more information on the ISO’s standards capacity-building assistance activities, contact:
ANwaR EL-TawiL, DIRECTOR

PROGRAMME FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION (1SO)

1, RUE DE VAREMBE

CH-1211 Geneva 20, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-749-0114

Fax: 41-22-749-0151

EmMAIL: ELTAwIL(EDISC.CH

ISO Web Site: http://www.iso.ch

World Inteflectual Property Organization —-WIPO

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQO) promotes the protection of intellectual
property worldwide. Intellectual property includes industrial property (patents, trademarks, industrial
designs) and copyright (literary, musical, and artistic works). WIPO administers the principal
international intellectual property conventions and the registration of industrial property rights
thereunder.

WIPO’s technical assistance activities are focused on developing countries through its Technical
Cooperation for Development Program. Those activities involve (1) technical cooperation with
developing countries, and (2) the WIPO Worldwide Academy and Human Resources Development.
Overall, WIP(O’s IPR-focused technical assistance includes:

¢ Modernization of intellectual property systems,

¢ Implementation of the Uruguay Round’s Agreement on Trade-Related Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS),
Addressing new intellectual property challenges,

¢ Promotion and development of the use of intellectual property-facilitating/enforcement
systems, and

¢ Promotion of cooperation among developing countries with IPR-related international
organizations.

WIPO’s main capacity-building assistance programs include:

¢ “Distance Learning” through the WIPO Worldwide Academy,
s Professional training, and
¢ Policy-level training.

More particularly, WIPO’s Human Resources Development/WIPO Worldwide Academy include:

¢ Information technology-based training, teaching, and advisory services, including promotion

of institutional networking and distance learning programs and support to regional capacity-

building for training and public awareness:

-—collaboration with academic institutions and governmental agencies for adaptation of
existing course materials into distance learning modules;

—establishment of a studio equipped for distance learning (e.g., video-conferencing, virtual
classes, electronic conferences, on-line teaching services;

— distance learning courses on patents, trademarks, industrial designs, copyright, and
international registration systems;
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* Production of new curricula, courses, and teaching materials, including recommendations and
advice for curricula development, lists of reference sources, and development of
university/experts network for development of region-specific training courses and materials.

¢ Inter-regional training courses, fellowships and internships.

¢ Cooperation on the coordination and planning of training, including inter-regional courses
and seminars (60) and study visits (161 participants).

¢ Fellowships in cooperation with national institutions (fellowships granted, 22; internships for
six-week training at WIPO/Geneva, 13).

o Fora on intellectual property for policy advisers.

e Enhanced national capacity to analyze and implement new policy directions for IP and
economic development and related policies, including general WIPO Academy sessions in
Geneva (3, with 43 participants from at least 28 countries), and special sessions {(2) on TRIPS
implementation (25 participants/12 countries) and on Enforcement of IP Rights (16
participants/14 countries).

e General orientation and learning conferences on enhanced national capacity in use of IP
systemns for promotion of innovative knowledge-based enterprises and improved
competitiveness in domestic and international markets, both international/regional
symposia/seminars (5 events /230 participants) and studies on establishment of innovation
centers in developing countries (2).

* Joint WIPO-WTO assistance for TRIPS and IPR protection/enforcement through joint
symposia/workshops on IPR legisiation, the TRIPS Agreement, and IPR enforcement, and
joint missions to assist WTO Member countries to meet the January 1, 2000 deadline for
implementation of the TRIPS.

More details on WIPO and its technical assistance activities are in Part il of this guide.
For more information on WIPQO’s capacity-building assistance, contact:

GeorFRreY OnveaMa, DIRECTOR

COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT/AFRICA B UREAU
WoRLD INTELEECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPO)
34, CHEMIN DES COLOMBETTES

CH-1211 GENEVA 20, SWITZERLAND

Ter: 41-22-338-9111

Fax 41-22-338-8840

EMAIL: GECFEREY.ONYEAMAIDWIPO.INT

WIPO Web Site: hitp/www_wipo.int

World Bank

The World Bank Institute works with partner organizations to develop and disseminate knowledge
through training programs designed to build the capacity of institutions in developing countries in the
areas of economic policy. To this end, the World Bank operates three programs directly focused on
capacity building: (1) its core course on “Global Integration and the New Trade Agenda™; (2) the
“WTO 2000 Project”; and (3) the World Bank Agriculture Project.

Assistance available under the “Global Integration/New Trade Agenda” Project includes:
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» Economics of key policy issues that arise in the regulation of trade and investment—
experience of policy implementation and evaluation of potential new multilateral trade rules
in these areas.

* Familiarization with computerized analytical tools to evaluate policy options, e.g., available
international data sets in international trade/Investment, popular indices, measures and
descriptive statistics used to analyze trends and changes in variables over time.

¢ Introduction to and assessment of the rules of the WTO-involving lectures, computer
laboratory time providing users with practical tools for commercial policy analysis.

(The World Bank will be offering this course in Cape Town, South Africa on 17-22 January
2000 covering the first two items.)
Assistance under the WTO 2000 Project includes:

¢ Preparation of 40 region or country-specific research papers by developing country scholars,
incorporating information obtained in regional meetings.
e Regional workshops to discuss findings of research papers.

(The World Bank is scheduling workshops for West Africa in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire on 13-15
December 1999 with subsequent workshops planned for Eastern Africa in January-February 2000
and Southern Africa in February-March 2000}

e Preparation of a Handbook for Trade Negotiators for use in any forthcoming round of
multilateral trade negotiations.
* Courses for policymakers/advisers on major international trade issues

Assistance under the World Bank Agriculture Project—focused specifically on future agricultural
trade negotiations—include:

* Quantitative research and policy analysis of the interests of developing countries in the
Agricultural issues of any new trade negotiation round

¢ Production of a handbook on agricultural trade issues for policymakers /negotiators
describing likely issues and including a set of agricultural-related databases and software
tools to access policy proposals.

¢ Conferences/workshops for policy advisers on topics including regional and country case
studies, market access, domestic support, and export subsidy commitments. Also included are
such tropics as sanitary measures and technical barriers to trade, quantitative assessment of
policy options, and effects of liberalization in non-agricultural sectors on the agricultural
sector, agriculture and environmental standards, and agriculture and intellectual property
rights.

* Country-specific analyses of negotiating options and trade-offs.

(A conference on “Agriculture and the New Trade Agenda From a Development Perspective:
Interests and Options in the WTO 2000 Negotiations” will be held in Washington, D.C. on 11-12
January 2000.)

More detailed information on the World Bank’s technical assistance activities are in Part Il1 of
this guide.
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For more information on the World Bank’s general technical assistance activities, contact:

PHiLIP ENGLISH

WorLo Bank InsTiTuTE

1818 “H" StreeT, N.W,,
WasnHmeTon, D.C. 20433

Tew: 202-473-6483

Fax. 202-676-3810

EMaIL: PENGLISHEWORLDBANK. ORG

For specific information on the World Bank Agriculture Project, contact:

MEeRLINDA INGEo

WORLD BANK INSTITUTE

Te: 202-473-3860

Fax; 202-522-1674

EmaiL: MMNGCO@WORLDBANK.ORG

World Bank Web site: hitp://www.worldbank.org/trade

European Union — EU

The European Union’s WTO-related programs are now moving into the center of its developmental
assistance activities. Its range of technical assistance activities depends on a recipient country’s
request, but includes:

» Training of public officials/private sector representatives on WTO-related issues via
seminars.

¢ Provision of EU personnel or contracted outside experts to assist officials of developing
countries with WTO-related matters.

e Funding of ACP country trade representatives in WTO proceedings in Geneva.

¢ Internships for young civil servants in Geneva positions related to the WTO and the
multilateral trading system.

e Surveys of national laws/legislation that need changes to comply with WTO rights and
obligations.

More detailed information on the EU’s technical assistance activities may be found in Part I1I of
this guide.
For more information on EU technical assistance, contact:

MR, Inco FEUSTEL

CHer DE Division

Trape PoLICY

DIRECTORATE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT
{EXTERNAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION
FOR DEVELOPMENT WITH AFRICA,

THE CARIBBEAN, AND THE PACIFIC;
Lomg CoNVENTION.

PHoNg; +32-2-298-2528

Fax: +#32-2-299-4805

EmaiL: Inco.FEUSTEL@0DG 8.CEC.BE
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The European Commission Web Site: hitp://europa.eu.int
Information on its technical assistance programs is at:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/scr/evaluation/index. htm

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTOQ - ITC

The ITC is a technical cooperation organization jointly funded by the United Nations and the WTO.
Its mission is to support developing and transition economies, and particularly their business sectors,
in increasing their participation in international trade with the ultimate goal of achieving sustainable
economic development. In the area of the GATT/WTO framework of rules for global trade, it works
principally with business enterprises to improve their ability to meet the new obligations and take full
advantage of their rights to expanded trade under the GATT/WTO Uruguay Round agreements.

Among the ITC’s major GATT/WTO-related major technical assistance activities are programs
dealing with:

¢ Business and the WTO Agreements: The World Tr(@de Net, which implements the ITC’s
Capacity Development Initiative, is designed to create and to provide ongoing technical and
operational support to national networks concerned with the business implications of the
GATT/WTO and the Uruguay Round agreements and the evolving multilateral trading
system. The program does so through regular field consultations, workshops, and expanded
technical support (reference and training materials) through the World Tr@de Net web page.
The program is also designed to equip the business community to receive timely information
on emerging issues for negotiation so as to dialogue with trade negotiators and advise their
opinions on negotiating positions.

¢ Export quality and packaging management, a program designed to enable small and mid-
sized exporting enterprises to understand and meet product quality and packaging
requirements (health, safety, environmental) based on international standards and, in
particular, the Uruguay Round SPS and TBT Agreements.

e Trade in services, a program developed to pursue enhancement of the ability of developing
countries to nurture, support, and sustain export growth in their service sectors by ensuring
that service firms understand and are able to take advantage of the export opportunities
available under the Uruguay Round’s General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). This
includes publication of a Business guide to GATS.

e Public sector procurement, a program designed to assist developing countries to upgrade
national and international public sector procurement systems and practices, including legal,
regulatory, and administrative aspects in order to enhance the transparency and cost-
effectiveness thereof, and to assist them in under-standing the potential benefits of acceding
to the Agreement on Governmerit Procurement.

¢ Backgreund materials on the Uruguay round and the multilateral trading system in
which the ITC has developed and provides extensive documentary background materials on
various aspects of the Uruguay Round agreements and the multilateral trading system, e.g.,:
— Business Guide to the Uruguay Round;
— Manager’s Guide to the World Trading Systeny
— Trade Maps — Opportunities and Challenges of the New Multilateral Trading Systens
— Anti-Dumping Proceedings: Guidelines for Importers and Exporters ;



— Agreements on TBT and SPS;

— Harmonizing Packaging Practice for Global Markets;

— Successful Services Exporting — A Handbook;

-—The Agreement on Textiles and Clothing: An Qverview,

— Changing Pattern of International Trade in Textiles and Clothing - implications of the
introduction of the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing on the developing countries’
producing/exporting textiles and clothing;

— Agreement on Agriculture;

— Trade in information technology products and the WTO agreements;

— Implications of the WTO agreements for international trade in environmental industries.

More details on the ITC and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.
For more information on the ITC overall technical assistance activities, contact:

BerNARD ANCEL, CHIEF

TRADE FNFORMATION SECTION

Diision OF PRODUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
InTeERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADWTO
PaLais DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

EmMalr ANCELEDINTRACEN.ORG

For specific information on the ITC’s World Tr{@de Net, contact:

SaBINE MEITZEL

ProGram CooroINATOR, WORLD TR@OE NET
InTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADMWTO
TeL 41-22-730-0111

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

EMAIL: MEMZEL@INTRACEN.ORC

1ITC Web Site: hitp://www.intracen.org

Joint Integrated Program - JITAP

The Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least-Developed and other African
Countries (JITAP) was initiated in 1998 as a joint program of the UNCTAD, WTO, and the
International Trade Centre intended to help African countries participate effectively in the
multilateral trading system (MTS). JITAP objectives include: (1) enhancing national capacity to
understand the WTO agreements and address trade implications thereof; (2) strengthening of trade
and export policy formation and negotiating capabilities; (3) improving institutional mechanisms io
carry out WTO obligations; (4) developing supply-side responses to Multilateral Trading System
(MTS) opportunities; and (5) enhancing their access to export business services and performance
tools. The specific forms of technical assistance available to the participating countries (and possibly
others in the mid-term future) inciude:

e Needs assessment and program design, including regional/sub-regional/national seminars:
— WTO multilateral trading system and the Uruguay Round agreements;
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—requirements of specific WTO/Uruguay Round agreements;
—financial services negotiations and resulting agreement; and
—trade and the environment.

¢ Geneva-based workshops for WTO Mission Staff on WTO operations and procedures, and
trade and the environment,
o (eneva-based briefing sessions for WTO Mission Staff and Visiting Government Officials
on WTO accession process, and current issues of WTO operations/negotiations.
o Technical missions to participating countries about WTO notification requirements and WTO
accession procedures/issues.
o Technical services to participating countries for:
— preparation of national inputs into WTO Trade Policy Reviews;
——conduct of national surveys on the impact of WTO agreements on the economies of
participating countries;
—legislative commentary/drafiing for the updating of national laws/regulations for
compatibility with WTO agreements’ requirements;
—analysis of national trade performance;
—research/analysis of international demand for national exports;
—product-specific market research and recommendations for promising product/export
markets;
—analysis of enterprise competitiveness/export fitness.

® Geneva-based Training-for-Trainers course (three weeks, English and French) in Uruguay
Round agreements and obligations and adaptation of national trade policies to the MTS.

e Infrastructure support, including establishment of National Reference Centers to link national
trade development networks (public officials, businesspersons, and academics), Global Case
Network to share best practices, and Global Electronic Discussion Forum to address issues
and assist with problem solving.

¢ Information/documentary dissemination e.g., the Business Guide to the Uruguay Round and
export management manuals,

More details on JITAP and its programs of technical assistance are in Part I} of this guide.
For more information on JITAP technical assistance, contact:

At UNCTAD:

MarceL NAMFUA

Semor Trade PoLicy ADwvisor
COORDINATOR FOR JITAP

UNCTAD

Paials DES NATIONS

CH-1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND
TeL: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EmaL MARCEL NAMFUA@UNCTAD.0R6



At the World Trade Organization (WTO):

Jean-Marc ForTin

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DiviSION
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE,

CH-1211 Geneva 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-738-5207

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EmalL: JEANPMARC.FORT!NQ@WTO.ORG

At the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO
ABDELKRIM BEN FADHI

SENIOR TRADE PROMOTICN ADVISOR/

CHier TECHNICAL C OORDINATOR FOR JITAP

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADMTO

PALAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 GeNeva 10, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-730-0359

Fax: 41-22-730-0570

EMAIL: BENFADHEDINTRACEN.ORG

JITAP Web Site; htip://www._jitap.org

Integrated Framework (IF)

The Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least-Developed Countries is a
joint initiative of the WTO, World Bank, IMF, ITC, UNCTAD, and UNDP designed to assist LDCs
in benefiting from the multilateral trading system by enhancing their trade opportunities, helping
them benefit from an export-led development strategy, overcome supply side constraints thereto, and
implement the GATT/WTO framework of rules for giobal trade.

The IF is driven by the demand of participating countries, and delivery of assistance is
coordinated among donor agencies. It provides assistance based on: (1) a country needs assessment;
(2) an integrated response by the donors; (3) meetings between donors and participating countries to
develop multi-year country-specific programs; (4) coordinated provision of assistance by donors; and

(5) evaluation of its implementation and effects. Capacity-building-oriented technical assistance
available from the IF includes:

¢ Specialized national and regional workshops by the WTO on the GATT/WTO and the
muitilateral trading system, assistance with accession, and technical services for
implementation of WTO obligations as well as infrastructural support (computers and
Internet links via Reference Centers located in Trade ministries).

e Advisory Services by the World Bank to improve the national framework in LDCs for
foreign investment in infrastructure and assistance in accessing credits for export enterprises;

e Trade Information support by 1TC through supply of information on current world market
prices/trends for priority LDC export products, together with buyer-seller meetings,
marketing missions, and specialized workshops to assist enterprises in product and market
development.
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¢ Consultancies provided by UNCTAD to assess the overall impact of globalization on specific
LDCs in order to facilitate policy adaptation to various WTO agreements and enabling
countries to maximize benefits from the new trading opportunities.

¢ Continuous policy dialogue with LDC governments by UNDP on modalities for providing
operational programs and activities.

More details on IF technical assistance are in Part III of this guide
For additional information on the Integrated Framework, contact:

INTEGRATED F RAMEWORK ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT
INTERNATIONAL TRaDE CENTRE UNCTAD/TC
PaLais bES NATIONS

1211 GeNEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0346

Fax: 41-22-730-0570

EnsaiL: uFo@Lncs.oRG

IF Web Site: hitp://www.ldes.org

United Nations Development Program — UNDP

The UNDP is the United Nations’ largest source of assistance for development. Its Capacity Building
for Trade and Development in Africa Project is designed to build the capacity of sub-Saharan African
countries to increase the competitiveness of their productive sectors with emphasis on global and
regional trade. The program aims to : (1) enable African countries to recognize their development
needs and choices and turn them into trade policy; (2) ensure that technical assistance be provided
by agencies that have special experience and that can share knowledge, materials, and skills with
African countries; (3) strengthen the ability of regional and subregional institutions to coordinate
regional cooperation for development and support of member nation trade initiatives; and (4) foster a
comprehensive approach to assistance to include all sectors of a country according to the role they
play in national trade development/implementation.

Specific focuses of UNDP capacity-building assistance include:

e Preparedness for new multilateral/regional trade negotiations, including understanding of
likely issues and better negotiating skills.

Sensitization to the current WTO framework of rules for giobal trade.

Enhancement of policy formation, analysis, coordination, monitoring, and evaluation skills
Harmonization of systems and procedures

Development of information networks

Achieving the linking and coordination of trade initiatives

For achievement of these ends, the UNDP funds or otherwise makes available the following
kinds of technical assistance:

Thematic and country studies by consultants

Surveys and needs assessments

Seminars and workshops (regional, sub-regional, national)
Training of Trainers

Financing and organizing regional and sub-regional meetings
Organization of regional information networks, and



¢ Support of trade promotion centers.

More details on the activities of the UNDP are in Part Il of this guide.
For further information on the UNDP’s Capacity Building for Trade and Development activities
in Africa, contact:

Lesocang MoTLANA

RecionaL PROGRAM ADVISOR
OperATIONS GROUP IfAFRICA

Unmeo NaTions DeEveLOPMENT PROGRAM
One UNmep Narions PLaza

New York, NY 10017

Ter: 212-906-6012

Fax: 212-906-5953 or 5974

Emai: Lesocans MOTLANAGUNDP ORG

The UNDP Web Site is located at: http://www.undp.org For information on the UNDP Regional
Bureau for Africa: http://www . undp.org/rba/welcome. him

U.S. Agency for International Development — USAID

USAID makes available technical assistance and services to developing nations and least-developed
countries, inter alia to promote openness {o trade and investment, support agriculture and rural
enterprise, strengthen infrastructure, provide adequate incentives for export, reinforce the
effectiveness and transparency of policy and regulations, avoid inefficient import substitution and
unwarranted protection, and strengthen the development environment for the private sector. USAID’s
Africa Bureau has two projects directly related to the multilateral trading system and the
GATT/WTO framework of international agreements governing global trade: (a) the African Trade
and Investment Policy (ATRIP) Project and (b) a regional program to promote integration in
Southern Africa.

ATRIP provides selected African countries with three initiatives

e  WTO-related workshops and training programs, among them:

— WTO Awareness Workshops (1-3 days), with regionai and national workshops for trade
ministry and private sector officials, dealing with GATT/WTO provisions and Uruguay
Round agreements and procedures. The workshops often also consider upcoming WTO
negotiations.

— WTO Agreement-Specific Workshops (1-3 days), featuring follow-up to awareness
workshops with in-depth technical assistance workshops addressing specific strategic,
legal, or technical requirements of Uruguay Round agreements (e.g., an additional
technical workshop on standards and the Uruguay Round Agreements on SPS and TBT).

—training in International Trade Negotiation (1 week), for which USAID is currently in
discussion with selected Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
countries about provision of training for trade officials in WTO-relaied negotiation issues.

¢ Public/private capacity-building for trade policy development, in which USAID Missions
in certain African countries have initiated trade-policy analysis/formation assistance to both
national ministries responsible for trade and local private sector groups with an interest in
reducing trade barriers and aligning technical standards with international market
requirements:
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—in Uganda, the USAID Mission has initiated its “Capacity Building: Uganda Trade
Policy” activity which provides assistance to the Government of Uganda and the Ugandan
private sector for the development and implementation of trade policy relating to such
Uruguay Round agreement areas as: customs valuation; licensing; standards and technical
barriers to trade; sanitary standards; agricultural issues; and consistency of national laws
with WTO requirements; and

— in Mozambique, USAID is assisting trade officials and private sector groups to enhance
their capacity for trade policy development and to participate more effectively in
multilateral trade negotiations, as well as assisting Mozambique to build greater support
for further trade liberalization.

Assistance for regional trade policy development and negotiations, in particular through
USAID’s Regional Center for Southern Africa (RCSA) in Gaborone, Botswana, is providing
the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and its member countries with
assistance to facilitate agreement phased implementation for, the SADC Trade Protocol
leading to a Southern African Free Trade Area.

Additionally, USAID’s Regional Trade and Comparative Advantage Project provides a series of

analytical studies addressing regional trade issues and the impact of regional trade on agricultural
production, comparative advantage, and food security in Easiern and Southern Africa. Results of
such analyses are provided to national policymakers to help identity the impacts of evolving trade
rules and arrangements.

More details on USAID and its technical assistance programs in Africa are in Part III of this
guide.
For USAID Africa technical assistance, please contact:

Davic P. Dop

ATRIP ProGrAM MANAGER

AFRICA BUREAWSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
RonaLD REaGaN BuiLoing, R, 4.06-114,

1300 PennsyLvANIA AveNUE, NJW.,
WasHingTon, D.C. 20523-4600

TeL: 202-712-0764

Fax; 202-216-3373

EMAIL: POODE) USAID.GOV

USAID/Africa Bureau Web Site: http://'www.info.usaid.cov/regions/aft/.
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I COMPETITION POLICY @z

More than 40 developing and transition countries have adopted competition laws as an element of
market-oriented development strategies. The First WTO Ministerial Conference, held in Singapore in
December 1996 identified “Trade and Competition Policy” as one of four “new issues™ that required
immediate study and analysis.

The Ministerial Conference established a working group to study issues raised by Members
relating to the interaction between trade and competition policy, including anti-competitive practices,
“in order to identify any areas that may merit further consideration in the WTO framework.”

Since Competition Policy is not governed as such under the GATT/WTO framework of rules for
global trade, this guide does not survey technical assistance activities focusing on that subject. The
UNCTAD has included discussion of Competition Policies in its Positive Agenda for Trade
workshops held in Abidjan and Pretoria in 1999.
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A country’s customs administration regulates the cross-border flow of goods in international trade for
the purpose of security, revenue generation (tariffs) and safety/quality considerations. Customs
procedures involve classification and valuation of goods and the collection of tariffs and ensure that
imported goods meet safety and quality standards for the protection of consumers. Rules of Origin
are essential to determine applicable tariffs (MFN, preferential, otherwise applicable tariffs).
Although the existence of customs is accepted by the WTO as inherent in the sovereignty of its
Member countries, the manner in which customs are administered—beyond accepted security and
fiscal purposes—may constitute “non-tariff barriers” {or NTBs) that undercut the WTO’s multilateral
effort to liberalize global trade. The concept of customs-related trade “facilitation” signifies the
initiatives that countries make to promote through administrative measures the liberalization of

trade.

The GATT attempted to regulate both classification and valuation by customs administrations in
Articles X and VII, respectively. The Uruguay Round Agreement for the Implementation of Article
VI (the “Customs Valuation Agreement”) provides an international standard consensus for greater
transparency and consistency in the valuation of traded goods. The leading international organization
for enhancement and harmonization of customs laws, procedures, and practices is the World Customs
Organization, which works closely with the WTO to facilitate developing country implementation of
the GATT’94 Articie VII and the Agreement on Customs Valuation.

World Customs Organization - WCO

The World Customs Organization is an international organization of 150 member couniries. It is
intended to (a) establish and administer international instruments for the harmonization and uniform
application of customs administration systems and procedures and (b) promote and facilitate member
countries’ cooperation with each other and with other international organizations to enhance customs
administration and combat customs fraud and movement of hazardous materials across borders. It
administers conventions on valuation, nomenclature (for classification) and commodity coding (the
“Harmonized System of Tariffs” or HST), and recently facilitated a convention for the simplification
of customs procedures. It also works with the WTO to provide technical management for the
Customs Valuation Agreement.

The WCO provides the customs authorities of its member countries with various forms of
technical assistance including regional/national seminars, training programs, technical and expert
missions, fellowships, and an Internet page with material useful to such authorities. The goal of such
assistance is to realize uniform interpretation and application of the Harmonized System by member
countries, enhance the operation of customs laboratories, and equip and prepare customs
administrators properly to implement the WTO Agreement on Customs Valuation. Its technical
assistance activities include:

* Regional/national seminars (5 days — English and French) on:
—amendment of the HS System and requirements for its uniform interpretation and
application;
—implementing the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement;
—technical, organizational, and legal aspects of an automated customs administration;
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—-development of a workplan and structure of customs operations for the control of
chemicals and drugs;

—combating commercial fraud and protection of intellectual property rights (funded by
private companies cooperating with the WCQO);

—methods for dealing with money laundering and the proceeds of criminal activities;

—— profiling and risk assessment for enforcement against carriers of smuggled goods; and

—-simplification and modernization of national customs procedures.

Expert missions (3-5 days — English and French) relating to:

—customs valuation: examination of existing valuation procedures and implementation
difficulties;

—Customs Valuation Agreement obligations/requirements;

—measures for the effective application of the Customs Valuation Agreement;

— diagnosing weaknesses in customs administration fraud enforcement and
recommendations for enhancement of enforcement efforts;

— mechanisms for dealing with valuation fraud under the Customs Valuation Agreement;
and

— WCO Regional Intelligence Liaison Offices: operations and sharing of information for
customs enforcement.

Technical assistance missions (5 days - English) on:

— simplifying customs procedures;

— information technology and electronic commerce: the UN/EDIFACT standard and
interface for exchange of business data;

—evaluation of a country’s proposed information technology system prior to putting it into
operation and its conformance with internationally-agreed standards; and

— techniques for country review of national customs administration procedures and
processes.

Advisory missions on Rules of Origin (2-3 days, English/French/Spanish), focusing on
implications of the draft Harmonized Rules of Origin convention and WTQO/Uruguay Round
agreements considerations/concerns.

Regional/national training courses (5-10 days, English and French; note: training courses are

more formal and detailed than seminars and take the form of lectures supplemented by

practical exercises). Courses focus on:

—development, structure, classification principles of the Harmonized System {(HS);

— application/implementation of the Customs Valuation Agreement;

-—techniques of information/intelligence gathering for customs enforcement;

—-surveillance and controls to combat traffic in hazardous materials and endangered species;

— Middle Managers’ Course in development of skills in customs administration human and
resource management;

— commercial fraud investigators’ course — skills for developing investigative procedures,
fraud analysis techniques and intelligence gathering; and

—benefits of customs/business cooperation and use of business information for risk
assessment.
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¢ Technical assistance services

—study for national customs authorities of the time required for release of goods and
analysis and recommendations for efficient, effective operation of the country’s customs
clearance procedures (5 days, English and French);

—— assistance with simplification and modernization of customs procedures and accession to
the Kyoto Convention and other international arrangements (1-2 weeks, English and
French);

—assistance for combating transshipment fraud (5 days, English and French); and

—training of trainers in member countries in communications skills and use of interactive
and progressive training methods (10 days, English).

e Fellowship programs, including fellowships at WCO/Brussels for customs middle managers
to develop skills in customs administration and related human resources management with
studies in specialized fields selected by Fellow and field trips to various countries’ customs
offices (20 days in Brussels, 10 days with a sponsoring national customs administration).

*  WCO Website, posting of commodity classification decisions taken by the WCO
Harmonized System Committee publishing a complete description of goods, six digit HS
classification, and the legal basis for the decision. Also included with amendments to
Explanatory Notes and Classification opinions, lists of HS Convention Contracting Parties,
agenda, working documents and reports of the Committee, plus a request form for
classification advice from WCO.

More details on the WCO and its technical assistance programs are in Part 111 of this guide
For additional information on WCQ assistance, contact:

Mr. Janos Nagy

HEAD OF Human RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Worip CusTOMS ORGANIZATION

B-1210 BrRusseLs, BeLGium

Tew: 32-2-208.-9445

Fax: 32-2-209-9496

EmatL; JANOS. NAGY@WCOOMD.ORG

WCO Web Site: hitp://www.wcoomd.org

World Trade Organization - WTQO

The World Trade Organization (WTQ) exercises flexibility to best tailor its technical assistance to
the needs and priorities of individual countries, taking into account their level of development, with
particular concern for human resource development and institutional strengthening. The WTO
provides certain regional, sub-regional, and national seminars, workshops, and briefing missions on
the nature, requirements, and implementation of the Uruguay Round Customs Valuation Agreement.
It also often defers to the specialized expertise of the World Customs Organization and frequently
includes representatives of this organization as experts for events intended to explain the reasons for,
nature of problems addressed, and requirements of the Uruguay Round Customs Valuation
Agreement.



More details on the WTO and its programs of technical assistance are in Part 111 of this guide
For information on WTO technical assistance for Customs and the Uruguay Round Customs
Valuation Agreement, contact:

Jean-Maurice LEGER, DiRecTOR

TecHnicAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DivisioN
WoreD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 Geneva 21, SWITZERLAND

Ter: 41-22-739-5611%

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL: JEAN-MAURICE.LEGEREDWTO.0RG

For information on the Uruguay Round Customs Valuation Agreement, contact:

MARKET ACCESS DIVISION
WoaLD TRADE ORGANIZATION
TeL: 41-22-739-5020

WTO Web Site: http://www.wio.org
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The dispute settiement system of the WTO is a central element in providing security and
predictability to the multilateral trading system resulting from the Uruguay Round (Article 3.2 DSU).
Its aim is to secure a positive solution to a dispute. The purpose of the WTO Understanding on Rules
and Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes (the “DSU™) is to provide for an efficient,
dependable and rule-oriented system to resolve, within a multilateral framework, disputes arising in
relation to the application of the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization,

The WTO dispute settiement mechanism provides for three main ways of resolving disputes: (1)
bilateral consultations, (2) good offices, conciliation and mediation; and (3) adjudication, including
arbitration. With the exception of arbitration, adjudication cannot be requested until consultations
have taken place or unsuccessful attempts to consult have been made. The DSU contains rules and
procedures to be followed by WTO members for both consultations and adjudication,

Adjudication under the DSU can be by a panel (Articles 6 to 16 DSU) or an arbitrator (Article 25
DSU). Panel reports may be subject to an appeal to the Appeliate Body (Article 17 DSU). Panel and
Appellate Body reports may suggest ways in which the member concerned could implement the
recommendations (Article 19 DSU).

World Trade Organization - WTO

Responding to the requirements of the DSU, the WTO provides a number of technical assistance
tools for developing countries focused on dispute resolution. These include:

Lectures on the DSU process, procedures, and requirements.
Training courses (Geneva-based and regional) providing instruction on the rules, procedures,
and practices under the DSU and simulation exercises to facilitate practical understanding of
how trade issues are developed, cases prepared and presented, and disputes resolved

+ Technical legal assistance to concerned countries on issues related to the operation and
procedures of the DSU process.

More details on the WTQ and its technical assistance activities are in Part 1IL
For more information on WTO Dispute Resolution assistance, contact;

JEAN-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAWNING Division
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 Geneva 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-739-5237

Fax; 41-22-739-5764

EmalL; JEAN-MAURICE.LEGER@WT0.0RG

WTO Web Site: http://www. wto.org
For an update on the status of WTO disputes see: hitp://www.wto.org/wio/dispute/distab.htm
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United Nations Conference on Trade and Development — UNCTAD

The UNCTAD has sponsored a weeklong training course in Geneva for developing country trade
officials on “International Economic Law, Dispute Settlement, and International Organizations” that
addresses, inter alia:

e  WTO Dispute Settiement Understanding
e  WTO Appellate Review System, and
e Dispute resolution aspects of the Uruguay Round TRIMS and TRIPS Agreements.

More details on the UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part 11 of this guide.
For more information on UNCTAD?’s assistance for dispute Settiement, contact:

Murray GBS, CHIEF

TRADE A NALYSIS AND SYSTEMICS JSSUES BRANCH

Deviston ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 18 GOODS, SERVICES, AND COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

Paiats DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SwitZerLaND

Tew: 41-22-807-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

Eman: ausray.cess@UNCTAD.0RG

UNCTAD Technical Cooperation Web Site: http://www.unctad.org/en/lechcop/techcop.him
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ELECTRONIC COMMERCE

“Electronic Commerce” (or “E-Commerce”) refers to marketing/sales/purchase/delivery transactions
that take place between parties via the Internet and other telecommunications medium. it is a very
recent but rapidly growing form of international trade, with the potential to reach over one trillion
dollars in annually in the next several years. In May, 1998, a Declaration was adopted by trade
ministers at the Second (Geneva) WTO Ministerial Conference that called upon the WTO General
Council to establish a “comprehensive work programme to examine all trade-related issues relating
to global electronic commerce . . .” and stated that “Members will continue their current practice of
not imposing customs duties on electronic transmissions.”

How the WTO should respond to the challenge of E-Commerce and whether the moratorium on
impositions thereon of customs duties should be extended beyond the WTO Seattle Ministerial
Conference in December 1999 are major agenda issues in the preparation for that Conference. The
issues are twofold.

First, is whether the moratorium on imposition of customs duties should be extended after the
Seattle Ministerial, either indefinitely or for a specified period. There is an emerging consensus that it
should be extended at least uniil the next ministerial meeting in 2001. Second is whether the
marketing/sales/purchase/supply of products and services falls under exiting WTO rules and
commitments. If not, loopholes for trade obligations may emerge, and new negotiations on electronic
commerce must start from the ground up. Related is which WTO rules apply. Clearly most electronic
commerce now falls into the services sector. There is a broad and growing range of products,
however, based on digitized information (software, music, books, etc) that has goods counterparts,
but which can now be delivered electronically. How the more robust goods rules apply to these
products must be clarified.

While treatment of E-Commerce under the GATT/WTO framework is new and there are many
unsettied issue, there is an important role for technical assistance programs to fulfill in educating and
training couniries on how to implement ¢lectronic commerce strategies and why they will benefit
from liberalized global markets. Developing countries’ ability to participate meaningfully in future
WTO discussions on these issues depends on seeing how elecironic commerce is relevant for their
own economies, and how a liberalized market helps stimulate growth in this innovative area.

U.S. Agency for International Development — USAID

Under the Leland Initiative, USAID is conducting a five year US$ 15 million effort to extend full
Internet connectivity to approximately 20 African countries in order to promote sustainable
development. In connection with the ATRIP program, USAID and the U.S, Federal Communications
Commission intend to offer similar assistance to African countries seeking to promote competition
and lower costs of other telecommunication services.
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At the Marrakesh conclusion of the Uruguay Round multilateral trade negotiations, trade ministers
authorized establishment of the WTO Commitiee on Trade and Environment. Some technical
assistance programs profiled in this guide address the issues raised by the relationship between trade
and the environment. These include the WTO, UNCTAD, the International Organization for
Standardization, and the JITAP,

World Trade Organization - WTO

The WTO’s Division on Trade and Environment oversees issues on the relationship between the two
as well as technical barriers to trade, standards, and export of domestically prohibited goods. I has
included discussion of the Trade/Environment relationship in its overall seminars on the
GATT/WTO framework in some of its regional seminars for AfTica.
More details on WTO technical assistance programs and activities are in Part HI of this guide.
For more information on WTO technical assistance related to Trade and the Environment,
contact:

JEAN-MAURICE LEGER, DIREGTOR

TecHnical COOPERATION AND TRaNING Division
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GeNEVA 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-739-5237

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

Emar: JEANMAURICELEGER!@WT0.0RG

For detailed information on Trade and the Environment, contact:

TRADE AND ENMVIRONMENT DIVISION
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

Tew: 44-22-739-5148

Fax: 42-22-739-5620

WTO Web Site: http://www.wto.org

UN Conference on Trade and Development - UNCTAD

The UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade recognizes that the relationship between Trade and the
Environment is one of the challenges for developing nations posed by globalization and their need to
integrate into the multilateral trading system. Its two Positive Agenda workshops in Africa in 1999
include discussion of the relationship and its impacts for export-led economic development.
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More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part I1f of this guide.
For more information on UNCTAD’s activities relating to Trade and the Environment, contact:

MurrAY Gigas, CHIEF

TRADE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC |SSUES BRANCH

Division oN INTERRATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS, SERVICES AND COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

PALAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWiTZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41.22-807-0044

EmalL: mMugray.ciees@UNCTAD.orRG

UNCTAD's Positive Agénda for Trade Web Site: http://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm

International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) has addressed the effects of assuring health,
safety, and environmental protection in the formulation and enforcement of international and national
standards and their impacts on international trade. It has sponsored programs addressing
Environmental Management and of ISO 14,000 environmental standards in its general regional
seminars on standardization and the standardizing process.

More details of the ISO and its standardization and technical assistance activities are in Part III of
this guide.

For more information on the 1SO’s environmental standards capacity-building assistance
activities, contact:

ANWAR EL-TAWIL, DIRECTOR

ProGRAMME FOR DEVELGPING COUNTRIES

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION (ISO)
1, RUE DE VAREMBE

CH-1211 Geneva 20, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-749-0111

Fax: 41-22-748-0151

EmalL: ELTAWSE@NSC.CH

1SO Web Site: hitp://www.iso.ch

Intemnational Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO {ITC)

The International Trade Centre (ITC), which provides technical assistance primarily to non-
governmental enterprises to develop their export capacity and competitiveness, has produced and
makes available a manual entitled “Implications of the WTO Agreements for International Trade in
Environmental Industries” that includes discussion of the relationship between international trade and
the environment.

More detailed information on the ITC’s technical assistance activities are in Part I11 of this guide.



For more information on ITC technical assistance involving environmental concerns and to
obtain a copy of its manual, contact:

BERNARD ANCEL, CHIEF

TRADE | NFORMATION SECTION

Division oF PrRooucT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
InTernATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTAD/WTO
PaLais nes NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SwiTZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

EMAIL: ANCELADINTRACEN.ORG

ITC Web Site: htip://www.intracen.org

Joint Integrated Program — JITAP

The Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least Developed and Other African
Countries (JITAP), a joint program of the WTO, UNCTAD, and ITC, that provides assistance to
African countries to enable them better to participate in the multilateral trading system, has also
inciuded discussion of issues of trade and environment in their regional/sub-regional seminars on
aspects of the GATT/WTO framework and in their Geneva-based workshops for trade delegates of
Affrican countries.

More detailed information on JITAP technical assistance are in Part Il of this guide.

For more information on JITAP technical assistance, contact:

At UNCTAD:

MAaRcEL NAMFUA

Senior Trape Poucy ADvISOR
COORDINATOR FOR JITAP

UNCTAD

PaLais bEs NATIONS

CH-1211 GenEva 10, SwWiTZERLAND
TEL: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EMAIL; MARCEL.NAMFUA@UNCTAD . ORG

JITAP Web Site: hitp://www.jitap.org




___ GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT

The WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (GP A)—originally negotiated during the Tokyo
Round of GATT-sponsored muitilateral trade negotiations (1973-79) and renegotiated during the
Uruguay Round (1986-94}—opens public purchasing to international competition by applying the
WTO principles of National Treatment (non-discrimination between foreign and domestic suppliers)
and Most Favored Nation (MFN) treatment (non-discrimination between different foreign suppliers)
to tendering procedures for contracts covered by the Agreement. The Agreement requires
transparency, accountability and due process in those procurement procedures.

Unlike most of the Uruguay Round agreements, the GPA. is a “plurilateral” agreement, i.e., it is
only binding on the Membess of the WTO that have specifically ratified it. As of mid-1999, only 26
Member nations of the WTO are signatories to the Agreement. Another 15 WTO Members, 14 of
which are developing or transition economy countries, have obtained “observer status” in the WTO
Government Procurement Comrmittee. Four of the observer members (Chinese Taipei, Iceland,
Latvia, and Panama) are in the process of negotiating their accession to the GPA. To date, none of
the countries in Africa have jointed the Agreement.

At the First WTO Ministerial Conference in Singapore in December 1996, WTO Trade Ministers
agreed to establish a “working group to conduct a study on transparency in government procurement
practices, taking into account national policies, and, based on this study, to develop elements for
inclusion in an appropriate agreement.” On the basis of the progress that the Working Group has
made in fulfilling this mandate, a wide range of WTO Members have endorsed efforts to conclude a
WTO Agreement on Transparency in Government Procurement at the Seattle Ministerial
Conference. Such an Agreement would apply to all WTO Members, and would be completely
separate from the existing GPA. In particular, it would not require that WTO Members’ remove
domestic purchasing preferences or other restrictions on foreign competition in their procurement
markets, so long as such measures are applied in a transparent and predictable manner.

Ensuring transparency, due process, fairness and accountability in government procurement has
increasingly become a focus for technical assistance provided by for a range of some technical
cooperation agencies, including major bilateral assistance agencies, the World Bank Group, the
regional development banks, the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO and the UNCTAD
itself.

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO - ITC

The International Trade Centre (ITC) serves primarily the enterprise sector and seeks to foster export
expansion through improved government procurement practices. Its Program of Technical Assistance
on Public Sector Procurement assists developing countries in upgrading national and international
public sector procurement systems and practices, including legal, regulatory, and administrative
aspects, in order to enhance the transparency and cost-effectiveness thereof, and to assist them in
understanding the potential benefits of acceding to the WTO Agreement on Government
Procurement.

More detailed information on the International Trade Centre and its technical assistance
programs may be found in Part III of this guide.



For more information on the ITC’s technical assistance relating to Government Procurement,
contact:

BERNARD ANCEL, CHIEF

TRADE | NFORMATION SECTION

Division oF PRoDUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
Parais DES NaTions

CH-12%1 GeNEva 10, SWiTZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

Emart; ANCEL@INTRACEN.ORG

The Web Site for the International Trade Centre is: http//www.intracen.ora

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development - UNCTAD

UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade provides for some technical assistance relating to government
procurement. In the two Positive Agenda regional workshops held in Africa in 1999, presentations
included one on “Trade and Government Procurement.”

More detailed information on UNCTAD’s technical assistance activities may be found in Part Il
of this guide.

For further information regard UNCTAD technical assistance relating to government
procurement, contact:

MR. Murray Giggs, CHier

TRADE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC JSSUES BRANCH

Diviston oN INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 300DS, SERVICES AND C OMMODITIES
UNCTAD

PaLus bes NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

Emar.: MURRAY .G1853(UNCTAD.0rG

UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade Web Site : hitp://www.unctad.org’en/posagen/whatis.htm

World Trade Organization - WTO

In addition to its Working Group on Government Procurement, the WTO maintains professional staff
in its Intellectual Property and Investment Division who deal with government procurement issues.

They can be contacted at Tel: 41-22-739-5136.
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Documentary material is an important aspect of WTO-related technical assistance., Whether
hardcopy or software, whether for training or for general information or specialized research, most
programs profiled in this guide produce such materials. The following listing of important
documentary information is not exhaustive.

World Trade Organization - WTO

The World Trade Organization (WTQ), which operates as the administrator of the GATT/WTO
framework of rules for global trade, is the primary source for GATT/WTO-related documentary
information. Its information resources include:

WTO Manual on Technical Cooperation and Training which summarizes the process for
obtaining WTO technical assistance. It is available in hardcopy and in electronic form
through the WTQO’s Internet Web Site, namely: http://www.wto.org/tct/ctd14.htm

WTO’s Guidelines for WTO Technical Cooperation adopted by Commiitee on Trade and
Development on 15 October 1996, available in Part V.

Computer-based interactive tool that facilitates information dissemination on the
GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules, namely:
http://www.wto.org/wto/download/download.him _

WTO training materials and other information resources are accessible on the Internet at the
WTO’s Web Site: http://www.wto.organd in CD-ROMs and diskettes, as well as in hardcopy
(printed) editions.

WTO interactive guides in electronic and print versions, including: Guide to the WTO, Guide
to the WTO and Developing Countries, Guide to Reading WTO Schedules (bound tariff and
nop-tariff commitments), Guide to the Dispute Settlement Mechanism, Business Guide to the
Uruguay Round.

Directory of Internet Trade and Development Links, a compilation of Internet sites offering
information and data on trade and development organized by region, couniry, and subject.
WTO case studies, based on the experiences of specific developing countries and/or
companies in working with WTO rules and mechanisms.

The WTO also publishes a newsletter—WTO Focus—that reports activities of the various WTO

departments. The newsletter is available from the WTO Information and Media Relations Division,
Tel: 41-22-739-5007, Fax: 41-22-739-5458.
More details on WTO technical assistance programs are in Part 1] of this guide.
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For more information on WTO technical assistance and documentary information resources,
contact:

JeaN-MavRICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TecHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRANING Division
WorLD TRADE OrGaNIZATION (WTQ)

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE,

CH-1211 Geneva 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41=22-739-5237

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL JEAN-MAURICE LEGEREDWTO.GRG

WTO Web Site: http://www.wlo.org

international Trade Centre UNCTADMWTO - ITC

Founded and managed jointly by the WTO and UNCTAD, the ITC concentrates on assistance to
enterprises rather than government agencies, but produces a significant number of documentary
materials on various aspects of the WTO and the Uruguay Round agreements that can benefit either.
lts documentary background materials inciude:

* & & ¢ 0 0

CD-ROM: Trade Information Tool Kit

Business Guide to the Uruguay Round

Manager’s Guide to the World Trading System

TradeMaps — Opportunities and Challenges of the New Multilateral Trading System
Anti-Dumping Proceedings: Guidelines for Importers and Exporters

Agreements on the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Standards (SPS) related agreements.

Successful Services Exporting — A Handbook.

The Agreement on Textiles and Clothing: An Overview.

The Changing Pattern of International Trade in Textiles and Clothing — Implications of the
Introduction of the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing on Developing Countries’
Producing/ Exporting Textiles and Clothing,

Agreement on Agriculture.

Joint Ventures and the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS).

Trade in Information Technology Products and the WTO Agreements, and Implications of
the WTO Agreements for International Trade in Environmental Industries.

World Directory of Trade Promotion Organizations and Other Foreign Trade Bodies.

The ITC also publishes the fnternational Trade Forum, a quarterly in English, French, and
Spanish that focuses on trade promotion, export development, and import methods and often features
articles on GATT/WTO agreements. Subscriptions and individual copies are free to trade-related
institutions and firms in developing countries and are USS$ 20 a year for other subscribers. Each
edition contains a listing of the ITC’s 100 publications. The list with prices is also available at the
ITC Web Site: http://www.intracen.org {(click on “Products™).

More details on the ITC and its technical assistance activities are in Part 1! of this guide.
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For more information on the ITC’s available documentary information resources, contact:

BERNARD ANCEL, CHIEF

TRADE [NFORMATION SECTION

Division oF PRODUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTAD/WTO (ITC)
PaLats DES NATIONS

CH-1211 GeNEva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

EmaIL; ANCELE INTRACEN.ORG

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development - UNCTAD

The UNCTAD produces a number of documentary informational publications related to various
aspects of economic development in developing and least-developed countries that contain useful
information on the multilateral trading system and the GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules.
These include important arnnual publications on:

» Trade and Development Report which analyzes current global economic performance,
regtonal trends, and the interaction of trade, investment and financial flows and discusses
development strategies and current policy issues of interest to developing countries.

e World Investment Report which analyzes trends in foreign direct investment worldwide and
at regional and country levels and serves as a background document for discussions of the
relationship of FDI to trade and development.

e Least Developed Countries Report, which identifies major challenges facing LDCs and
monitors international support measures. It is a comprehensive source of socioeconomic
analysis and data on the 48 LDCs.

¢ Handbook of International Trade and Development Statistics which provides a
comprehensive collection of statistics relevant to the analysis of world trade and
development, covering basic indicators of development, such as per capita GDP and growth
rates, as well as external financial indicators, such as balance of payments, foreign direct
investment, financial resource flows, and debt.

o Guide to UNCTAD Publications, which lists other periodic and occasional studies, analyses,
and working papers.

More details on the UNCTAD’s trade-related technical assistance programs are in Part III of this

guide.

For more information about UNCTAD’s available documentary information resources, contact:

EXTERNAL RELATIONS SERVICE
UNCTAD

PALAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 GENEVA, SWITZERLAND
TeL: 41-22-907-1234

Fax: 41-22-907-0043

EMaIL; ERSEUNCTADR.ORG

Information on publications is at UNCTAD’s Web Site:
http://www unctad.org/en/pub/pu98uuen.htm




49

U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization — FAO

The FAO is a forum for discussion and technical cooperation with regard to, international trade in
agricultural commodities and food security, and is an important source of documentary information
on the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture and related agreements (SPS, TBT, TRIPS). FAO
is also a major source of documents on preparations for new multilateral negotiations on trade in
agriculture. These include:

Information on Electronic Access to necessary sources of information covering

interpretation, impact analyses, transition measures, Uruguay Round implementation issues,

and negotiating proposals in future multilateral trade negotiations. This information is

primarily centered and accessibie in the FAQO’s special Uruguay Round Web Site, e.g.,

hitp://www. fao.org/ur/urufao.stim which contains electronic information on:

— Uruguay Round Agreements and the FAO: What the Uruguay Round Achieved for
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries;

—FAO and the WTO;

— curriculum of the Umbrella Programme for Training on Uruguay Round Follow Up and
Future Multilateral Trade Negotiations on Agriculture;

— papers submitted to the FAO’s recent conference on “International Prospects for Dairying
in the Next WTO Negotiating Round;

—texts of the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture, on Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Standards, Technical Barriers to Trade, and Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights:

—FAOQ GATT/WTO-related technical assistance programs and FAO Contacis; and

—glossary of Agricultural/FAO/GATT/WTO terminology.

Training Kits with curricula and relevant information relating to: the Uruguay Round
Agricultural Agreement, SPS and TBT Agreements and their relationship to implementation
of the Agricultural Agreement and other Agricultural issues, and TRIPS Agreement and its
relationship to Agricultural issues.

Global/regional outlook studies on commodity trends.

Global animal disease statistics

FAO studies related to the impact of the Uruguay Round, in print form, including:

—Impact of the Uruguay Round on Agricuiture {1995});

— An Overview of Assessments of the Impact of the Uruguay Round on Agricultural Prices
and Incomes {1996);

—The Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture: Food Security implications for
Developing Countries (1996);

— Uruguay Round Commitments on Domestic Support: Their Implications for Developing
Countries (1996);

— Potential Erosion of Trade Preferences in Agricultural Products (1996);

— Impact of the Uruguay Round on International Trade in Forest Products (1996);

- The Impact of the Uruguay Round on Tariff Escalation in Agricultural Products (1997);

— Implications of the Uruguay Round for Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development
(1997).
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At the September 1999 FAO Symposium on “Agriculture, Trade and Food Security: Issues and
Options in the Forthcoming WTO Negotiations from the Perspective of Developing Countries,” a
number of papers were delivered that are available from the FAO’s Commodity Policy and
Projections Service/Commodities and Trade Division, including:

o Salient Trends in World Agricultural Production, Demand, Trade and Food Security (Doc.
No. X2996/E).
s Developments in Global Agricultural Markets, 1995-1998 (X2997/E).

¢ Experience with Implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture -
developing country experience: Synthesis of Country Case Studies (X3065/E).

* Issues at Stake Relating to Agricultural Development, Trade and Food Security (no number).

e Food Security and the Forthcoming Trade Negotiations: Key Issues Raised by the World
Food Summit (X2999/E).

e Measures to Enhance Agricultural Development, Trade and Food Security in the Context of
the Forthcoming WTO Negotiations (no number).

FAO’s Web Site has a catalog of studies: http//www.fao.org/CATALOG/interact/feen-e. him

More details on the FAO and its technical assistance program are in Part IIL

For more information on FAQ technical assistance on international trade in Agriculture and the
WTO/Uruguay Round agreements, contact:

JAMES GREENFIELD, DIRECTOR

C oMMODITIES ARD TRADE DiviSiON

UN Foop anp AGRICULTURE OrGanZATICN {FAQ)
VIALE DELLE TERME DI CARACALLA

00 100 Rome, TaLy

TeL: 39-06-570-53856

Fax: 38-08-570-54495

EMAIL: JAMES.GREENFIELOEFAD.ORG

FAO’s general Web Site: http://www.fao.org

World Customs Organization (WCO)

As the primary international organization addressing matters of customs administration
(classification, valuation, liquidation, entry), the WCO publishes a number of valuable documentary
information materials. These include:

e Guide to WCO Training and Technical Assistance Activities (This document is obtainable in
electronic form from the WCO Web Site: http://www.wcoomd.org/frmpublic.htm, click on
“Human Resources Development Service™).

* The International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding
System, which introduces the Harmonized System, provides a detailed description and
arrangements for its management, and describes complementary publications.

e Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System — the full legal text of the HS
system.



CD-ROM version of the foregoing two documents,

Explanatory Notes to the Harmonized System—{ollows the systematic order of the HS and

explains the General Interpretative Rules, Section Notes, Chapter Notes and Sub-Heading

Notes as well as the scope of headings and subheadings and technical descriptions of the

goods concerned with practical guidance for their classification and identification.

Compendium of Classification Opinions Adopted by the World Customs Organization.

Amendments to the Harmonized Sysiem Nomenclature.

Alphabetical Index to the Harmonized System

Brief Guide to the Customs Valuation Agreement.

A Single International Valuation System

Comparison: Brussels Definition of Value and GATT Agreement.

Customs Technique - contains recommendations and resolutions and their rules of

application, International Customs Norms, the Glossary of International Customs Terms,

Guidelines, and Maodel Legislation.

Glossary of International Customs Terms.

Kyoto Convention on Simplification and Harmonization of Customs Procedures : A

Handbook.

¢ Introducing the Kyoto Convention.

e Survey of Customs Reform and Modernization Trends and Best Practices (this document is
obtainable in electronic form from the WCO Web Site at:
http://www.wecoomd.org/surve_e.htm).

In addition, the WCO publishes WCO News, which can be obtained biannually from:

WCON&ws

WoRrLD CusTOoMS ORGANIZATION
Rug DEL'INDUSTRIE, 26-38
B-1040 BrusseLs, BeLsium

Emar; EJAWD.BLAKEMGRE;@WCOGMD.ORG

More details on the WCO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.
For more information on the WCOQO’s technica!l assistance programs, contact:

MR. JAnos NaGy

Heap oF Human REsOURCES DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
WoRLD CusTomS ORGANIZATION

B-1210 BrRusseLS, BELGIM

TeL: 32-2-209-9445

Fax: 32-2-209-9496

EMaiL: JANOS. NAGYEWCOOMD.0RG

WCO Web Site: htip://www.wcoomd.org

International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

A non-governmental organization, the ISO’s members are national standards bodies from some 130
countries. The ISO promotes and facilitates the development of national and international standards
and related activities to facilitate the international exchange of goods and support cooperation in
standardization, conformity assessment, and certification. The 1SO assists developing countries, inter
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alia, by publishing and distributing development manuals on standards-related topics. Its many
documentary materials include:

ISO Online — information about the 1SO and its activities, which is found at:
http://www.iso.ch/infoe/intro.htm

ISO Programme for Developing Countries: 1998-2000—1S0’s Committee on Developing
Countries (DEVCO) and its technical assistance program—describes DEVCO’s program
elements, administration and financing of the program, training seminars, feilowships, and
modalities for implementation.

All the following documents are available in print editions and in electronic format from ISO’s
Web Site: hitp://www.iso.ch/infoe/otherpub.html

ISO’s Long-Range Strategies 1999-2001: Raising Standards for the World.

ISO Catalogue — a list of all published ISO standards, updated quarterly by cumulative

supplements.

1SO Technical Programme — information on the titles and stages of all draf? standards.

ISO/IEC Directives: Part 1 — Procedures for Technical Work, Part 2 — Methodology for the

Development of International Standards, and Part 3 - Rules for the Structure and Drafting of

International Standards.

WTO TBT Standards Code Directory — gives information on standardizing bodies that have

accepted the WTO TBT Code of Good Practice for the preparation, adoption, and application

of standards.

ISO “ISONET” Documents — ISONET is a worldwide network of national standards

information centers that have cooperatively developed a system to provide rapid access to

information about standards, technical regulations, and testing/certification activities

currently used around the world. (Reference ISONET Directory, and ISONET Manual).

DEVCO: the ISO Committee for Developing Country Matters.

ISO Development Manuals series, intended specifically for developing countries:

—No. 1 — Establishment and Management of 2 National Standards Body;

—No. 2 — Conformity Assessment;

—No. 3 — Training Technical Staff — National Level and Company Level;

— No. 4 — Teaching of Standardization in Institutions of Higher Learning in Developing
Countries;

—No. 5 — Development and Organization of a Company Standards Department ;

—No. 6 — Application of Standards;

—No. 7 — Participation in International Standardization

—No. 8 — Organization and Development of a National Standards Information Centre;

—No. 9 — Establishment of a Testing Laboratory for a National Standards Body; and

—No.10 — Environmental Management and ISO 14000.

The Role of Standardization in Economic Development.

Launching a Standards Initiative — Guidelines for Developing Countries.

ISO/IEC Compendium, Conformity Assessment: Guides and Standards.

Certification and Related Activities: Assessment and Verification of Conformity to Standards
and Technical Specifications.

More details on ISO and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.
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For more information on the ISO’s standards technical assistance aciivities, contact:

AnwaR EL-Tawit, DiReCTOR

PROGRAMME FOR DEvELOPING COUNTRIES

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION (IS O}
1 RUE DE VAREMBE

CH-1211 GENEva 20, SWITZERLAND

TeL 41-22-749-0111

Fax: 41-22-749-0151

EmaL: crawil@iso.ch

ISO Web Site: http:/fwww.iso.ch

World Intellectual Property Organization - WIPO

The WIPO promotes the protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR} worldwide and administers
the principal IPR conventions and registration of IPR thereunder. Its technical assistance activities
involve cooperation with developing countries and its WIPO Worldwide Academy. Incident to these
activities, WIPO publishes and distributes informational resources, including:

e The WIPO Worldwide Academy — a description of the Academy’s objectives, strategy, and
activities. (This document is obtainable in electronic form from WIPQO’s Web Site at:
http:/fwww.wipo.int/eng/academy/intro.htm)

e Legal and Technical Assistance to Developing Countries for Implementation of the TRIPS
Agreement from January 1, 1996 to March 31, 1999,

* Draft Program and Budget: 2000-2001 — Describes WIPO’s Main Program 06 — Cooperation
with Developing Countries; and Main Program 08 — WIPO Worldwide Academy and Human
Resources Development.

e legal Texts of Laws, Regulations, Legislation Notified to WIPO By Member countries.

More details on WIPO and its technical assistance activities are in Part HI of this guide.
For more information on WIPQO’s technical assistance, contact:

GeorFREY ONYEAMA, DIRECTOR

COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT/AFRICA B UREAU
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPQ}
34, CHEMIN DES C OLOMBETTES

CH-1211 GENEVA 20, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-338-9111

Fao 41-22-338-8840

EmaiL; GEOFEREY ONYEAMA@WIPO INT

WIPO Web Site: htip:/iwww.wipo.int

World Bank

The World Bank assists developing countries in formulating liberal trade policies and provides
technical assistance or policy advice to governments oriented to an open trade regime. The Bank
undertakes research to better understand the role of international trade in development and poverty
reduction and contributes to the development of techniques and policy tools for analyzing the impact
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of trade policy reforms. The Bank publishes a vast array of economic development and financial
materials. Here are listed only its trade and GATT/WTO-related documents.

New Trade Agenda Trade Materials. The Bank has created an "Intemational Trade and
Development” web site that serves as a research, training and outreach tool for people
interested in trade policy and developing countries. Basic topic areas include:

— General Trade Policy;

—“Second Generation Issues," which includes Standards, Liberalization of Trade in
Services/GATS, Government Procurement/ WTO Government Procurement Agreement
(GPA), Intellectual Property Rights/TRIPS, Competition Policy, Trade and
Investment/TRIMS. (http://www1.worldbank.org/wbiep/trade/SECONDGEN html);

— WTO and Developing Countries: Rules and Experiences (See World Bank Web Site:
http:/fwww . worldbank org/wbiep/trade/SECONDGEN him! );

—Regional Integration;

— Export Competitiveness;

— Integrated Framework for Trade Development,

(All of these topics may be viewed at http.//www]1 worldbank.org/whiep/trade/default.html)

WTO Capacity Building Project - designed to provide developing countries with a

comprehensive overview of key issues likely to arise in the next MTN round so they can

more effectively participate therein.

Handbook for Trade Negotiators

Research Papers (All of these studies may be downloaded in Acrobat Version at the World

Bank’s WTO 2000 Web Site: http://www] . worldbank.org/whiep/irade/wic2000 BPs.htm))

—Two Principles for the Next Round: How to Bring Developing Couniries in From the Cold

— Agriculture and the WTO 2000 Negotiations,

— The Developing Countries and the Next Round of Muliilateral Trade Negotiations ;

— Agriculture, WTO, and the Next Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations;

— Competition Policy, Developing Countries and the WTQ;

— Present Outlook for Trade Negotiations in the WTQ;

—Remedies in the WTO Dispute Settlement System,

— Developing Countries Trade Facilitation;

— Government Procurement: How Does Discrimination Matter?

— Multilateral Disciplines for Investment-Related Policies;

——Multilateral Rules on Foreign Direct Investment: The Developing Countries’ Stake;

— Intellectual Property Rights and Economic Development;

— The WTO Agreement and Telecommunications Policy Reform;

— Maximizing the Benefits of the Trade Policy Review Mechanism;

—MFN and the GATS Is there a Better Way? Alternative Approaches to Liberalization
under the GATS;

— Developing Country Interests in Liberalizing Manufactures Trade;

— Participation of the Developing Countries in the WTO,

— Measurement, Classification, and Reporting of Services Activities: An International
Perspective;

— Agriculture and the WTO: Next Steps;

— Developing Countries Goals and Strategies for the Millennium Round;

— The Millennium Round and Developing Countries;




—Negotiating Strategies and Areas of Benefits;
—Trade Policy and Market Access Issues for Developing Countries; and
—Core Labor Standards and Competitiveness: Implications for Global Trade Policy.
* World Bank Agriculture Project, featuring a Handbook on Agricultural Trade issues

More detailed information on the World Bank’s technical assistance activities are in Part 1] of
this guide.

For additional information on the World Bank’s general technical assistance activities, contact:

PRILIP ENGLISH

WorLD Bank INSTITUTE

1818 "H” STrReeT, N.W.,
WasHingTon, D.C. 20433

Tew: 202-473-6483

Fax: 202-676-9810

EMAIL: PENGLISHE WORLDBANK,ORG

A

L]
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“Infrastructural support” refers to institutional capacity-building through the provisionof machinery
and equipment, computers and related hardware/software — all of which enable governmental or
private sector agencies to more efficiently and effectively undertake international trade policy
information gathering, analysis, and formulation. Many of the technical assistance agencies profiled
in this guide make such infrastructural support available to developing nations.

World Trade Organization (WTO)

The World Trade Organization (WTO) makes available information technology to support its
training and seminar/workshop activities. This includes:

s A computer-based interactive tool (CD-ROM) developed to facilitate dissemination of
information on the GATT/WTO framework of rules for global trade. The CD-ROM
facilitates the establishment and operations of the WTO Trade Reference Centers in many
developing countries.

e Interactive Guides that provide information on the GATT 94 and WTO’s Urugnay Round
agreements and other instruments that make up the framework of global trade rules.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.
For more information on WTO infrastructural support, contact:

JEAN-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECRNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIVISION
WoRLD TRADE ORGANIZATION — WTO

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE,

CH-1211 GENEVA 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-739-5611

Fax: 41-22.739-5776

EMAIL: JEAN-MAURICE LEGEREWTC.ORG

WTO Web Site: http://www.wto.org

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development — UNCTAD

UNCTAD provides certain infrastructural support to developing countries in connection with its
Positive Agenda for Trade, which focuses its technical assistance on capacity building, infer alia, for
the identification and analysis of international trade-related issues and trade policy formation and
negotiation. Such infrastructural support includes:

e ASYCUDA, its Automated System for Customs Data through which customs and other
trade-related agencies can improve the reliability of information on current incoming
shipments and collect better trade data for trade policy analysis purposes.

o TRAINS —e.g., Trade Analysis and Information System, another computerized information
technology designed to generate inputs for trade policy information gathering and
analysis/formation.

More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this Guide.



For more information on UNCTAD’s infrastructural support assistance, contact:

Murray Gieas, CHIEF

TrRADE A NALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC I$SUES BRANCH

Division ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN G0ODS, SERVICES AND COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

Paiais pes NaTions

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41=22-907-53820

Fax: 41-22-807-0044

Emar: uRrAY.GIRES@UNCTAD 0RG

UNCTAD Web Sites:
For the Positive Agenda for Trade: http://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm
For other technical cooperation programs: http://www.unctad.org/en/techcop/techcop.htm

Joint Integrated Program - JITAP

The Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least-Developed and Other African
Countries (JITAP) is a joint program of the UNCTAD, WTO, and the International Trade Cenire
UNCTAD/WTO. It 1s intendedto help African countries participate effectively in the multilateral
trading system and to improve their institutional mechanisms for carrying out WTO obligations. To
this end, the JITAP provides certain facilities and tools to help developing countries:

¢ WTO National Reference Centers to link trade development networks (public officials,
businesspersons, academics).

» (Global Case Network system software to share best practices among national trade-related
agencies.

¢ Global Electronic Discussion Forum system to aliow trade officials of developing countries
to address trade-related issues for probiem solving purposes.

More details on JITAP technical assistance are in Part II of this Guide.
For additional information on JITAP infrastructural support, contact:

MARCEL NAMFUA

Senior TrabE PoLIcY ADVISORCOORDINATOR FOR JITAP
UNCTAD

Pavars DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

Emaic: parcsL Narua@UNCTAD.orG

JITAP Web Site: hitp://vwww jitap.org

World Bank

In connection with its World Bank Agriculture Project, focused on future agricultural trade
negotiations, the World Bank makes available to developing countries a set of agricultural-related
databases and the software tools to assess policy proposals.

More detailed information on the World Bank’s technical assistance are in Part {11 of this guide.
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For more information on the World Bank’s infrastructural assistance under its Agriculture
Project, contact:

MERLINDA INGCO

WORLD Bank INSTITUTE

1818 "H" StreeT, NW,,
WasHingTon, D.C. 20433

TeL: 202-473-3860

Fax; 202-522-1674

EMAIL: MINGCO@WORLDBANK.ORG
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Intellectual Property (IP) is divided into two main categories: (1) industrial property, which includes
patents and other rights involving technological inventions such as trademarks and industrial designs;
and (2) copyright, which includes literary, musical, and artistic works. Until conclusion of the
Uruguay Round, the GATT did not regulate international trade aspects of intellectual property rights
protection and enforcement. The Uruguay Round Agreement on Trade-Related Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS) provided for minimum standards of protection for intellectual property as well as
provisions for the enforcement of such rights between member countries of the WTO via the Dispute
Settlerent Understanding. Developed countries have had to comply with all of the provisions of the
TRIPS Agreement since January 1, 1996, while for developing nations the transition period has been
the five years ending January 1, 2000. For Least Developed Countries, the transition period extends
eleven years until January 1, 2006.

World Intellectual Property Organization — WIPO

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQO), based in Geneva, promotes the protection of
intellectual property worldwide. WIPO administers the principal IP-related international treaties,
including the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property and the Berre Convention for
the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works and administers the registration of industrial property
rights thereunder. It undertakes the preparation and adaptation of treaties to accord with changes in
international industrial, trade, and cultural developments and provides for arbitration and mediation
of IP-related disputes between private parties.

WIPO’s technical assistance activities are focused principally upon developingand least-
developed countries through its Technical Cooperation for Development Program, divided in turn
into two “Main Programs.”

Main Pregram 06 is entitled Cooperation with Developing Countries, and includes three sub-
programs:

s Sub-Program 06.1: Modemization of the Intellectual Property System and Implementation
of the Uruguay Round TRIPS Agreement. This is designed first to strengthen national
capacities for compliance with the TRIPS Agreement:

—drafting of legislation prepared by WIPO upon request from developing countries (21
countries);

— WIPO commentary on the compatibility of existing laws/regulations or draft legislation
with the TRIPS Agreement or other international IP standards (for 48 countries); and

— Expert missions to provide legal/technical assistance to improve 1P-related administrative
struciure (137 missions).

This sub-program is also intended to improve the collection and dissemination of information

on IP-related laws/regulations and legislation, specifically:

—legal texts (laws, regulations, legislation notified to WIPO) published on its intranet site
(over 1,000); and responses to requests for IP-related information (480).
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Sub-Program 06.2: Development and Promotion of Industrial and Social Uses of IP,
including wider dissemination and use of [P information by traditional users and target
groups. This activity features

——awareness and special information meetings (54 national, sub-regional, and regional);
—state-of-the-art [Patent] searches (726 for developing countries and/or institutions).

Sub-Program 06.3: Strengthening Cooperation Among Member States with Other

Organizations notably to foster coordination of international cooperation for development for

IP through:

—regional and sub-regional fora (17)

—advisory Missions to provide support to sub-regional organizations for common
administration of IP laws/regulations (35).

Main Pregram 08 focuses on human resources development and the WIPO worldwide academy,
and involves four sub-programs:

Sub-Program 08.1: Information Technology-based Training, Teaching, and Advisory

Services, which includes two components. First, this sub-program features promotion of

institutional networking and distance learning programs and support to regional capacity-

building for training and public awareness, through:

— collaboration with academic institutions and governmental IP Agencies for adaptation of
existing course materials into distance learning modules

—establishment of a studio equipped for distance learning (e.g., video-conferencing, virtual
classes, electronic conferences, on-line teaching services),

—distance learning courses on patents, trademarks, industrial designs, copyright, and
international registration systems.

Second, the sub-program aiso focuses on production of new curricula, courses, and teaching

materials, including advice for curricula development, lists of reference sources and

development of university/experts networks for development of region-specific training

courses and materials.

Sub-Program 08.2: Inter-Regional Training Courses, Fellowships and Internships, including
cooperation on the coordination and planning of training through inter-regional courses and
seminars (60), and study visits (161 participants). Additionally, this sub-program also

sponsors fellowships (22) in cooperation with national institutions, and internships for six-
week training at WIPO/Geneva (13).

Sub-Program 08.3:Fora on Intellectual Property for Policy Advisers to enhance national
capacity to analyze and implement new policy directions for IP and economic development
and related policies. Such fora include both general WIPO Academy sessions in Geneva
(three with 43 participants from at least 28 countries), plus special sessions on TRIPS
implementation (two with 25 participants from 12 countries} and on enforcement of IP rights
(16 participants from 14 countries).

Sub-Program 08.4: general Orientation and Learning Conferences to enhance national
capacity in use of IP systems for promotion of innovative knowledge-based enterprises and
improved competitiveness in domestic and international markets. These conferences include
international and regional symposia/seminars (5 events/230 participants} and plus studies on
establishment of innovation Centers in Developing Countries (2).
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Most WIPO technical assistance is managed and delivered through its Cooperation for
Development Sector and its four regional bureaus (including its Africa Bureau). In 1998, a special
unit was established within the Cooperation for Development Sector to respond to the specific needs
of the least-developed countries for each of the sub-programs of Main Program 06. Most technical
assistance is delivered through bilaterally agreed national action plans. In 1998, 68 nationally focused
action plans were concluded by WIPO, with the bulk of such assistance focused on helping
developing countries prepare for implementation of the TRIPS Agreement by 01 January 2000. In
1998, a total of 119 WIPO-designed and organized events took place in the four developing regions,
of which 59 were at the national level and 60 at the regional or sub-regional level. Within Main
Program 08, a total of 60 interregional courses and seminars and 161 study visits were conducted
along with five WIPO Worldwide Academy sessions. Overall, WIPQO’s technical cooperation
activities benefited nearly 11,000 persons in 122 developing countries.

WIP(Q’s extensive Technical Cooperation for Development programs are described at length in
its Annual Report for 1998, and its Draft Program and Budget for 2000-2001, which can be
downloaded from WIPQO’s web site at hitp://www.wipo.org/eng/main.htm{click on “Publications™).

Joint WIPO-WTO assistance for TRIPS and IPR protection and enforcement. WIPO and
the WTO entered into an agreement on ! January 1996, for cooperation on legal-technical assistance
and technical cooperation for the benefit of developing countries with regard to implementation of
the Uruguay Round TRIPS Agreement. Under that agreement, the two agencies have undertaken
joint operations such as joint symposia and workshops as well as providing WIPO experts to
workshops and training courses organized by WTO and vice versa. They have sponsored at least one
joint symposium each year. In addition, WIPO and the WTO launched a joint initiative in July 1998
to assist WTO Member developing countries to meet the January 1, 2000 deadline for compliance
with the requirements of the TRIPS Agreement. A number of joint WIPO/WTO missions were
undertaken in 1999 to assess TRIPS-related needs of requesting countries and several national
seminars scheduled for the latter part of 1999,

WIPO Contact Points and Web Sites
For more information on WIPO technical assistance activities, contact:

MR. GeoFrreEY OnvEAMA, DIRECTOR

CO0PERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT/AFRICA B UREAU
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGaNIZATION {WIPO)
34, cHemiN pES COLOMBETTES

1211 Geneva 20

SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-338-9111

Fax: 41-22-338-8840

EMAIL: GEOFFREY.ONYEAMAGWIPO,INT

WIPO Web Site: http://www.wipo.int

World Trade Organization - WTO

The Uruguay Round included the most detailed and comprehensive agreement on intellectual
property yet negotiated: the Agreement on Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).



62

Moreover, the TRIPS Agreement incorporated obligations of nations under another [PR-related
convention administered by WIPQ, e.g., the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial
Property (Paris Convention). The World Trade Organization thus became an administering body for
trade-related obligations relating to the protection and enforcement of IPR Disputes about the TRIPS
Agreement are resolved through the WTO Dispute Settlement Process.

As aresult, the WTO has become significantly involved with IPR. Given its responsibilities for
administration and enforcement of TRIPS, it has developed technical assistance programs for
assisting developing countries in understanding and complying with their obligations under the
TRIPS Agreement. This technical assistance is one of WTQ’s 10 core areas for technical
cooperation in 1999-2001. Under a memorandum of understanding between WTO and WIPO, the
latter will “manage” much of the activity related to TRIPS. And when it provides seminars and other
forms of assistance, it typically defers to the developed experience of, and coordinates with, the
WIPO in planning and staffing such activities, so that nearly all such assistance is jointly-sponsored
by the two agencies. This includes:

e Joint symposia/workshops on the TRIPS Agreement, IPR legislation, and TPR enforcement.
¢ Joint missions to assist WTO Member countries to meet the 01 January 2000 deadline for
implementation of the TRIPS.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part I1I of this guide.
For specific information on the substance of the TRIPS Agreement’s provisions, contact the
WTO’s Intellectual Property and Investment Division at:

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND INvESTMENT Division
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GeNEva 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew 44-22-739-5136

Fax: 41-22-739.

For more information on WTO technical assistance for the TRIPS Agreement, contact:

Jean-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAIMING DivISION
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

Teu 44-22-739-5237

Fax: 44-22-739-5764

EMAIL: JEAN-WAURICE LEGEREIWTO.ORG

WTO Web Site: htin://www.wto.org

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO - ITC

The International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO (ITC), based in Geneva, distributes a handbook on
“Joint Ventures and the Agreement on Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)” designed
to assist business firms to understand and apply the TRIPS Agreement.

More details on the ITC are in Part I1l of this guide.



For information on obtaining the ITC’s handbook on the TRIPS Agreement, contact:

BernaRD ANceL, CHIEF

TRADE | NFORMATION SECTION

Division OF PRCDUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
INTERNATIONAL TrapE CENTRE UNCTADMITO
Pavais pEs NaTIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

EmMalL: ANCEL(@INTRACEN.GRG

ITC Web Site: http://www.intracen.org

U.S. Agency for International Development — USAID

The U.S. Agency for International Development makes available technical assistance and services to
developing nations to promote openness to trade and investment. USAID’s Africa Bureau manages a
program directly related to the GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules — the African Trade and
Investment Policy (ATRIP) Program. ATRIP provides selected African countries with regional and
national WTO-related Awareness Workshops for trade ministry and private sector businesspeople to
help them understand and apply GATT/WTO provisions and prepare for forthcoming WTO-
sponsored muitilateral trade negotiations. These workshops have included lectures and extended
discussion of TRIPS and IPR protection issues. In 1998/99, such workshops were sponsored for
COMESA trade ministers and in Cote d’lvoire, Mali, Senegal, South Africa, Uganda, and Zambia.

More details on USAID and its technical assistance activities in Africa are in Part 1II of this
guide.

For USAID/Africa technical assistance information, contact:

Davin P. Doo

ATRIP PROGRAM MANAGER

BUREAU FOR AFRICA

U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
RonaLD REacan BuilDing, Ru. 4.06-114,

1300 PeNnsYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W.,
WasnmeTon, D.C. 20523-4600

Tew: 202-712-0784

Fax: 202-216-3373

EmaL: poco@usatn Goy

The USAID/Africa Bureau Web Site 1s: hitp:/www.info.usaid,.eov/resions/afr/

U.S. Commercial Law Development Program

The Commercial Law Development Program, a part of the U.S. Depariment of Commerce, provides
technical assistance programs financed by the USAID. It offers assistance to support economic and
political reform in developing countries, primarily by making available the expertise and services of
officials of U.S. Government agencies who deal on a daily basis with the substantive and technical
areas addressed by their agencies under agreement with USAID. CLDP programs currently undenwvay
or proposed for Sub-Saharan African countries include:
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s Sponsorship or Co-Sponsorship with local institutions of conferences on
“Commercialization and Protection of Intellectual Property Rights” (program has been
held in Nigeria and one is planned for the SADC countries of Southern Africa). This program
is designed to increase the awareness of the importance of IPR legislation; understanding of
the GATT/WTO Uruguay Round Agreement on Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR); and capacity of developing nations to achieve timely compliance with TRIPS
obligations.

For more information on the Commercial Law Development Program, contact:

ELIZABETH RICHMAN

PrOGRAM ASSISTANT FOR AFRICA
Comverclal Law DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL C OUNSEL

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

1471 & PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W.
WasHingTon D.C. 20230

Tew: 202-482-2400

Fax; 202-482-3244

EmalL: ERICHMANGID OG.GOV

Commercial Law Development Program’s Web Site : hitp://www.oge.doc.gov/oge/cldp/cldp.html
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| INVESTMENT (TRADE AND)WTO TRIMS AGREEMENT

Until the conclusion of the Uruguay Round of GATT-sponsored muitilateral trade negotiations, the
GATT applied its rules only to {rade in goods since, it was believed, these rules did not apply to
investmnent flows. But, as with agriculture, services, and intellectual property, the Uruguay Round
concluded by extending GATT 94/WTO rules and obligations to some limited extent to investment
through both the General Agreement on Trade in Services {GATS) and Trade-Related Investment
Measures (TRIMS).

In concluding the Uruguay Round Agreement on Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMS)
trade ministers recognized that governments sometimes impose requirements on investment,
especially foreign direct investment (FDI), that actually reflect goods-related policies (e.g., a desire
to protect domestic industries or to use the leverage of investment approval to expand exports). It had
been argued that such provisions were inconsistent with GATT provisions relating to trade in goods,
particularly Article II1 which requires “National Treatment” and Article XI that prohibits use of
quantitative restrictions on imports. Prior to the TRIMS Agreement, nations—especially developing
nations regulating FDI—commonly imposed so-called “domestic content” requirements for approval
for investment that required that the investor buy or use products from a domestic source or that they
be of domestic origin or limit its use of imported inputs or other supplies to a given percentage of
volume or value of exports. Similarly, some governments wouid resirict imports by an investor either
generally or to a level related to foreign exchange flows, sometimes referred1o as a “balancing”
requirement.

The TRIMS Agreement was intended more to reinforce the applicability of GATT Articles 111
and X1 than to take the WTO deeply into a regulatory role governing investment. It required that all
TRIMS which were inconsistent with those articles at the time of the Uruguay Round TRIMS
Agreement to be eliminated over a period of time—in the case of developing nations by January 1.,
2000 — and that no WTO member country could introduce any neww measures inconsistent with the
GATT’94 nor increase the inconsistency of existing measure therewith (“standstill” clause).

In December 1996, the trade ministers at the First WTQ Ministerial Conference in Singapore
identified the relationship between Trade and Investment as one that required immediate study and
analysis with a view toward possible eventual negotiations to establish global rules to regulate it. The
ministers established a working group on Trade and Investment to address two specific substantive
issues: {1} “implications of the relationship . . . for Development and Economic Growth™; and (2)
“Analysis of Existing International Instruments and Activities Regarding Trade and Investment.

But there has been continuing controversy among WTQO member nations about any enlargement
of the scope of the WTO’s invelvement with regulations or incentives for foreign investment. The
often diverging views between various constituencies as to the nature and scope of appropriate
investment-related legal/regulatory regimes has caused two prior efforts to define a consensus
international investment code to collapse, e.g., the UNCTAD investment code and the OECD’s
Multilateral Investment Agreement.

Because of the GATT/WTQO’s relatively recent involvement in investment issues, the lack of
significant precedents in the resolution of issues relating to compliance with GATT Articles III and
X1 in an investment context, and continuing controversy among WTO member countries about
negotiating a full-scale WTO Investment Code-type agreement, few of the technical cooperation
agencies profiled in this guide have committed technical assistance to facilitate compliance with the
TRIMS. For instance, the WTO’s current Three Year Plan for Technical Assistance (1999-2001)



66

does not include TRIMS or Trade and Investment among its 10 priority areas, nor does it appear to
focus on TRIMS more than including a basic description of it in its general seminars on the Uruguay
Round agreements and obligations. UNCTAD and UNDP appear to have addressed the subject more
extensively.

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development — UNCTAD

The UNCTAD is continuing its series of Investment Policy Reviews which aim at helping
developing countries to assess, respectively, how they stand in attracting investment consonant with
national objectives and the contribution of science and technology to their international
competitiveness.”
More details on the technical cooperation activities of the UNCTAD are in Part III of this guide.
For more information on UNCTAD’s Investment-related technical assistance, contact:

Murray GiBsS, CHIEF

TRADE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC ISSUES BRANGH

Division On INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS, SERVICES AND COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

PALAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-807-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EMAIL: MURRAY. GIBBSEUNCTAD 0RG

Web Sites for the UNCTAD include:

For the Positive Agenda for Trade: http://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm

For other technical cooperation programs: hitp://www.unctad.org/en/techcop/techcop.htm
For general description of UNCTAD activities: http://www.unctad.org
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[ - NEEDS ASSESSMENT/COUNTRY PLANS/PROGRAM DESIGN i|

An essential precondition for the effectiveness of technical assistance and cooperation programs is
the targeting of real needs of developing countries and the design and delivery of appropriate types
and levels of technical assistance to meet such needs. Useful needs assessment requires a thorough
understanding of the social, cultural, and economic situation of a developing country in terms of the
level of need in a given substantive or technical area as reflecting its capacity, in terms of human
resources, institutional infrastructure, and legal/policy structures to operate in that area to meet
currently identified needs through the future.

The concept of development is to design effective technical assistance programs to enable the
country and its people to acquire sufficient human competency, infrastructural supports, and
legal/policy structure to meet current and future needs on a continuing, sustainable basis. A major
consideration is Aow and by whom needs are identified. In many cases, the agency funding and
delivering technical assistance may determine needs on its own, using assessment criteria developed
upon an extensive knowledge of the geographical area or substantive or technical areas of need based
on long experience therewith (“donor driven™). In other cases, technical assistance may be based
upon the self-assessment of need by a prospective recipient country (“demand driven™). Generally
speaking, participation by the recipient country in a “demand driven” program of technical assistance
tends 1o convey a feeling of “ownership” and/or “investment” in the program that elicits a higher
degree of commitment to and participation in it.

This section explores the role and methods of needs assessment in the delivery of technical
services by the agencies profiled in this guide, based on information available from them.

Integrated Framework — IF

The Integrated Framework is demand-driven by participating countries and coordinated among its
donor agencies. The Integrated Framework provides assistance based on:

s A country needs assessment carried out by the participating country (using a technical
assistance needs identification questionnaire provided by donors).

e An integrated response prepared by donor agencies in consultation with the participating
country.

e A “Round Table” meeting between officials of the participating country and representatives
of the six donor agencies at which a multi-year country program is agreed upon.

The Integrated Framework donors have produced:

e A Trade-Related Technical Assistance Needs Assessment Questionnaire for identification of
country needs.
¢ An Integrated Response matrix document.
e A country-specific “Status of Implementation” matrix document showing:
—technicai needs identified
—the responding donor organization(s);
-—the nature of the technical assistance response;
~—the status of the assistance program; and
-—a “model document” to help LDCs prepare for their meetings with the donors.
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More details on IF technical assistance are in Part 1IT of this guide.
For more information on the IF, contact:

INTEGRATED F RAMEWORK ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT
INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADWTO
PALAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

Tel: 41-22-730-0346

Fax: 41-22-730-0570

EMAIL: INFO@LDCS.ORG

IF Web Site: http://www.ldcs.org

World Trade Organization - WTO

The Guidelines for WTO Technical Cooperation adopted by its Committee on Trade and
Development in October 1996 specify, inter alia, the following:

Objectives/Principles shall “be demand-driven and adapted to recipient needs, in particular
with respect to the best-suited modes of delivery™; and “be complementary to and supportive
of recipients’ efforts to identify their own requirements”;

Operational Directives — “the modes of delivery shall be chosen to fit both the requirements
of the recipient country and the technical cooperation programs [of the WTO]."

WTO Manual on Technical Cooperation and Training: The WTO Secretariat proposes
the mode of delivery, taking into account the recipient country or couniries’ level of
development and the nature of the request made. The WTO Manual contains a step-by-step
outline of the technical assistance process, e.g., (1) request (2} defining the activity (3)
coordination with other organizations (4) implementation and (5) follow-up.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.
For additional information about WTO technical assistance, contact:

Jean-MauricE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL C OOPERATION AND TRAINING DivISton
WorLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GENEVA 21, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 44-22-739-5237

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL: JEAN-MAURICE LEGER@WTO.0RG

WTQO Web Site: htip://www.wto.org

International Organization for Standardization - ISO

In order to respond to the special needs of its members, (national standardizing bodies) the 1SO
established its Committee on Developing Country Matters (DEVCO). DEVCO administers the 1SO
Program for Developing Countries. The Program:

Identifies needs and requirements of developing countries in fields of standardization and
assists such countries to define their needs and requirements.
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¢ Recommends measures to assist them in meeting their needs.

The Program is designed to be demand-driven in that recipient governments or standardization
agencies are able to suggest and implement their own priorities of assistance available from the ISO.
When requests for assistance are received, the Secretary General, or a member of his staff, meets
with officials of the government involved to discuss specific needs. 1dentification of countries’ needs
is also invited by circulars sent by DEVCO to ISO members in developing countries. Occasionally,
ISO liaison officers in the various regions may ascertain and suggest needs to the Secretary General,
they meet annually in Geneva to discuss regional needs.

After a recipient country’s needs are considered and assessed by DEVCO, they are again
discussed with the requesting government or ISO member organization to obtain their confirmation
and comments. Subsequently, a responsive form of assistance is agreed

More details on ISO technical assistance activities are in Part I of this guide

For additional information on 1SO technical assistance activities, contact:

Anwag EL-TawiL, DIRECTOR

PROGRAMME FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION (1SQ)
1, RUE DE VAREMBE

CH-1211 GeNeva 20, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-749-0111

Fax: 41-22-749-015%

EMaIL; ELTAWILENISO. Ci

The 1SO’s Web Site is: http://www.iso.ch

World Intellectual Property Organization —- WIPO

Most technical assistance is delivered through bilaterally agreed national action plans. WIPO’s main
Program 08 technical assistance activities, e.g., WIPO Worldwide Academy and Human Resources
Development, provide worldwide training and technical assistance through:

+  Worldwide Academy
* Professional training
e Policy level training

The development of training modules is demand-driven. Target audience definition and needs
analysis precede the design of distance learning materials. Teaching methods and appropriate media
for course delivery are selected on basis of actual needs of the target groups.

More details on WIPO and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide
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For additional information on WIPQ’s technical assistance, contact:

GeorrFREY ONYEAMA, DIRECTOR

COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT/AFRICA B UREAU
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPO)
34, CHEMIN DES COLOMBETTES

CH-1211 GENEVA 20, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-338-9111

Fax: 41-22-338-8840

EMAIL; GEOFFREY.ONYEAMA@WIPG.INT

WIPO Web Site: http:/www.wipo.int

United Nations Development Program — UNDP

In the case of the UNDP’s Capacity Building for Trade and Development Project, the project appears
to have been reformulated from one without substantial local input to more of a demand-driven
project, e.g., Project technical assistance activities were based upon the recommendations of a team
of four African experts while affected governments, public and private institutions and organizations
of civil society were consuited before formalizing the design of the project to ensure that actual needs
and wishes thereof were reflected.

More detailed information on the activities of the UNDP are in Part III of this guide

For further information on the UNDP’s technical assistance program in Africa, contact:

LEBOGANG MGTLANA

ReGIONAL PROGRAM A DVISOR
OpzratioNs GROUP I/AFRICA

Unitep NaTions DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
ONEe Unimeo NATIONS PLaza

New York, NY 10017

TeL: 212-906-68012

Fax: 212-906-5853 or 5974

EmaiL: Lesocans MOTLANA@UNDP.ORG

UNDP Web Site: http://www.undp.ore
For information on the UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa, see:
http://www_undp.org/rba/welcome.htm

World Bank

By contacting the Trade Program at the World Bank Institute, developing countries can work with
the World Bank to customize training and dissemination activities based on programs to meet their
needs. Activities supported will be either components of Bank programs or projects in participating
developing countries. For example a country interested in incorporating WTO requirements into their
World Bank projects would discuss their interests with the World Bank’s Country Director, Country
Economist, or Resident Representative.

When the country’s officials and the Bank’s Country Team agree that it might be useful to
include such work in their program, the design features will be incorporated.

According to World Bank criteria, the project should have identifiable local beneficiaries and
stakeholders who should be aware that WTO requirements are involved.
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More detailed information on the World Bank’s technical assistance activities are in Part IiI of
this guide.
For more information on the World Bank’s technical assistance activities, contact:

PHILUP ENGLISH

WORLD BaANK INSTITUTE

1818 “H" SireeT, N.W.,
WasHingTon, D.C. 20433

TeL: 202-473-6483

Fax; 202-676-9810

EMar: pENGLISHE)WORI DBANK.ORG

The World Bank’s primary Web Site for technical assistance activities is:
http://www.worldbank.org/trade

European Union - EU

Technical assistance programs of the European Union (EU) are demand-driven, e.g., countries
usually approach the Delegation of the Commission in their respective countries to indicate the need
for technical assistance in certain areas. National Authorization Officers (generally Ministers of
Planning) of ACP countries submit a proposal for technical assistance which are then presented to the
European Commission in Brussels, where the evaluation process starts. The Commission:

e Appraises the need for the suggested assistance,
e Verifies its conformity with the National Indicative Program, and
e Approves release of the necessary funds.

The process to approve technical assistance projects might take up to six months. For larger
projects e.g., regional programs or those that benefit all ACP countries, the Commission might
suggest certain projects to representatives of the ACP countries, conduct feasibility studies to
determine where technical assistance is required, or might follow other donor’s suggestions.

For more detailed information on the European Union’s technical assistance activities see Part Iil

of this guide.
For more information on the Commission’s technical assistance activities, contact:

MR. Ingo FEUSTEL

Crer pe Dvision

TRADE PoLicY

DIRECTORATE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT
(EXTERNAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION
FOR DEVELOPMENT WiTH AFRICA,

THE CARIBBEAN, AND THE PACIFIC;
LOME CONVENTION.

PHONE; +32-2-299-2528

Fax: +32-2-209-4895

EmaiL: Inco.FEuSTEL@068.CEC.BE

European Commission Web Site: http://europa.eu.int.
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International Trade Centre UNCTADMWTO ~ ITC

Among the ITC’s “six core services” are “. . . needs assessment and program design.” The ITC’s
Division of Technical Cooperation Coordination’s mandate is to:

e Understand and articulate the needs of client developing nations

¢ Identify local organizations that can act as partners for the ITC national capacity building
programs, and

e Help ensure that its applied research and program development processes are fully directed at
responding to the evolving trade development needs of particular countries.

In formulating the program response, the DTCC considers adaptation of ITC assistance products
on the basis of a needs analysis and available financing. The ITC is developing diagnostic tools for
the design, testing, and application of needs analyses to help client countries identify and prioritize
their trade development needs.

More details on the ITC technical assistance programs are in Part III of this guide.

For further information on ITC technical assistance, contact:

BerwarD ANCEL, CHIEF

TRACE |NFORMATION SECTION

Division OF PRODUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
INTERNATIONAL TRapE CENTRE UNCTADMWTO
PaLals DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SwiTzERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

EMAIL: ANCEL@INTRACEN.CRG

ITC Web Site: http://www.intracen.org

Joint Integrated Program - JITAP

Specific forms of technical assistance available to participating countries from JITAP include “needs
assessment and program design.” An integrated JITAP team from UNCTAD, WTQ, and the ITC
works with representatives of the recipient country to assess country needs and design a country-
specific assistance program.

JITAP technical assistance will eventually be incorporated into the Integrated Framework
program — see following.

More details on JITAP and its programs of technical assistance are in Part III of this guide



For additional information on JITAP technical assistance, contact:

At UNCTAD:

MaRCEL NaMFUA

SENIOR TRADE POLICY ADVISOR!
COORDINATOR FOR THE JITAP

UNCTAD

PALAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211, GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND
TeL: 41-22-907-5920

Fax; 41-22-907-0044

EmasL: MARCEL NatiFUA@UNCTAD.ORG

Atthe WTO:

JEAN-MARC FORTIN

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DivISION
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE,

CH-1211 GENEVA 21, SWITZERLAND

Tet: 41-22-738-5207

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL; JEAN-MARC.FORTINGWTO.0RG

At the ITC UNCTAD/WTO:

ABDELKRIM BEN FADH

SENIOR TRADE PROMOTION ADVISOR/

CHIEF TECHNICAL COGRDINATOR FOR JITAP
INTERNATIONAE TRADE CENTRE UNCTADMWTO
PaLaIS DES NATIONS

CH-1291 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0359

Fax; 41-22-730-0570

EMAL: BENFADHNDINTRACEN.ORG
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[ T NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES ||

The many notification requirements of the GATT ‘94 and Uruguay Round agreements reflect the
basic GATT principle of Transparency embodied in the publication and discoverability requirements
of Articie X of the GATT 94 and various notification requirements of the Uruguay Round
agreements.

Throughout the GATT and the Uruguay Round agreements there are provisions requiring WTO
Member countries to notify their adoption of trade measures affecting the operation of the
GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules and their application of these rules in practice. The goal
of notification is to contribute to the transparency of national trade regimes, to facilitate surveillance
mechanisms for determining the level of observance of member countries of their obligations and
commitments under the GATT/WTO framework, and to give other members timely notice and
opportunity to consuit on actions taken by members that affect the market access rights of other
member countries and their nationals.

At least three of the agencies profiled in this guide provide technical assistance related to
notification requirements, ¢.g., the WTO, UNCTAD, and JITAP programs.

World Trade Organization - WTO

WTO Central Registry of Notifications (CRN): The Marrakesh Decision on Netification
Procedures states that the WTO’s Central Registry of Notifications “. . . shall inform each Member
annually of the regular notification obligations to which that Member will be expected to respond in
the course of the following year.” In effect the CRN provides Members with two notifications a year:

e Once in July of each year “reminding” the Member country of cumulative unfulfilled
notification requirements as of 30 June of each year.

¢ Once in December of each year advising them of all regular notifications expected of them in
the following year.

WTO Technical Assistance: The World Trade Organization provides developing countries with
issue-specific, focused technical missions to describe notification requirements, the notification
process, and assist them to meet their notification obligations. The WTO also makes available a
complete Guide to Notification Obligations that include notification requirements and models of the
formats that should be used to prepare notifications.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 1 of this guide.

For general information about WTO technical assistance activities, contact:

JEAN-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TeCHNICAL COOPERATION & TRAINING DIvISION
WoRriLD TrapE OrRGANZATION (WTO)

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GeNEva 21, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22.739-5237

Fax; 41-22-739-5764

Emar: JEAN-MAURICE L EGER@WTQ.ORG
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For specific information concerning WTO notification requirements and status of notifications,
contact:

Joun C. W. Dickson

CENTRAL REGISTRY OF NOTIFICATIONS
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

Tew: 41-22-739-5430

Fax; 41-22-738-5197

Eman: CRN@WTO.0RG

WTO Web Site: hitp:/fwww.wto.org

UN Conference on Trade and Development - UNCTAD

The UNCTAD, under its Positive Agenda for Trade, includes discussion in its regional and sub-
regional workshops on the WTO and the GATT/Uruguay Round agreements of WTO notification
obligations and how they relate to enhancing capabilities for asserting rights under the GATT/WTO
rules and meaningful participation in future trade negotiations.

More details on the UNCTAD’s trade-related technical assistance are Part 11l of this guide.

For more information on UNCTAD’s trade-related technical assistance, contact:

Murray Giees, CHIEF

TrapE ANALYSIS & SYSTEMIC IssuEs BRANCH

Division on INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GCODS, SERVICES, COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

PaLais DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Gengva 10, SwiTZERLAND

Ter: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EMAIL: MURRAY.GIBBS@UNCTAD.ORG

Web Site for UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade:
http://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.him

Joint Integrated Program — JITAP

The Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least-Developed and Other African
Countries (JITAP), a joint program of the WTQ, UNCTAD, and the ITC, provides (in close
association with the WTO) assistance via issue-specific technical missions to assist developing
countries to understand and implement their WTQ notification requirements.

More detailed information on JITAP technical assistance are in Part I1I of this guide.
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For additional information on JITAP technical assistance, contact:

Jean-MARC FORTIN

TecHNICAL COOPERATION & TRAINING DIvISION
WoRrLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE,

CH-1211 GenevA 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-739-5207

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL: JEAN-MARG.FORTINEDWTO.CRG

JITAP Web Site: http://www iitap.org
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EEEE—NS———N——N———————————
| REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION |

Regional groups in Africa, as elsewhere, have both political and economic motives for promoting
regional trade arrangements. Among the economic goals are to (a) eliminate or reduce impediments
to trade and investment and; (b) to encourage trade through harmonization of trade-related
legal/regulatory systems; and (c) coordination of compatible macroeconomic and monetary polices.

Nevertheless, a major concern relating to regional integration agreements is the need for
complementarity between regional and multilateral approaches to trade liberalization.

The subject is important because of the number of regional economic/trade integration
arrangements existing in Africa.

European Union - EU

The European Union’s Capacity Building and Coherence in Global Economic Policy Making
technical assistance project is designed to increase the awareness of ACP nations of the opportunities
inherent in the multilateral trading system and the GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules. It
provides technical services to such countries, infer alia, to enhance the capacities of national
ministries of trade in the areas of trade policy, trade promotion, and regional economic integration.
The goal, in part, is to strengthen countries’ capacity to participate effectively in regional integration
groupings.

More detaiied information on the European Union’s technical assistance programs are in Part i
of the guide.

For additional information on the European Union’s technical assistance activities, contact:

MR. Ingo FEUSTEL

Crer DE Division

TRADE PotIcY

DIRECTORATE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT
{EXTERNAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION
FOR DEVELOPMENT WITH AFRICA,

THE CARIBBEAN, AND THE PACIFIC;
Loms CONVENTION).

PHONE: +32-2-289-2528

Fax: +#32-2.299-4895

EmalL: Inco FEusTEL@DG8.CEC.RE

European Commission Web Site http://europa.eu.int
Documents describing and analyzing EU-ACP relations may be found at:
htip://www.oneworld.org/ecdpm/en/pubs/acplist.him

U.S. Agency for International Development - USAID

USAID/Africa has been providing significant technical assistance to African countries to support
their regional economic integration activities.

¢ Capacity Building in Regional Trade Policy/Integration. USAID’s Regional Center for
Southern Africa (RCSA) in Botswana is providing members of the South African
Development Community (SADC) with assistance to facilitate their agreement on, and
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phased implementation of, the SADC Trade Protocol which envisions a Southern African
free trade area.

Mozambique: Trade Policy Capacity Building for Regional Integration.
USAID/Mozambique is providing assistance to Mozambique to enable it to complete
negotiations for participation in and ratification of the SADC Trade Protocol as well as to
define the requirements for Protocol implementation over an eight-year period. This
assistance has included:

— support for preparation and negotiation with other SADC members of Mozambique’s
proposals and final offers on sensitive, gradual, and immediate lists for removal or
reduction of tariffs under the Protocol;

—provision of a comprehensive overview of the terms and implications of the SADC
Protocol for the private sector;

—facilitation of a consensus between public and private sectors to proceed with ratification;

—support for ratification among parliamentarians;

—identification and supply of further training and technical services needed to enable
Mozambique o participate effectively in regional and multilateral trade negotiations.

Uganda: Formulation of National and Regional Trade Policies. USAID/Uganda has been

assisting the Government of Uganda in developing its capacity to fully understand and

implement obligations under both, the GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules, and the

EAC and COMESA regional trade agreements. With regard to regional agreement-specific

assistance, USAID is:

—assisting in the examination of tariff changes;

—helping to develop the list of product exceptions;

—clarifying Uganda’s interest in other types of exceptions;

—assisting in understanding Rules of Origin and efforts to reduce trade distortions which
maximizing advantages for Uganda.

More details on USAID and its technical assistance activities in Africa are in Part 111 of this
guide.
For USAID/Africa technical assistance information, contact:

Davio P. Dop

ATRIP ProGrAM MANAGER

AFricA BUREAWSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
RoNALD REAGAN BUILDING, Ru. 4,06-114,
1300 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W.,
WasmingTon, D.C. 20423-4600

Tew: 202-712-0784

Fax: 202-216-3373

EMAIL: DODUSAID.GOV
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For more information on USAID’s Regional Center for Southern Africa (RCSA) and its work
with SADC, contact:

SHEMMY SIMUYEMBA

PROJECT TeAM LEADER

USAID ReclonaL CENTER FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA
(GABORONE

Borswana

TeL.: 267-324449

Fax: 267-324404

¥

The USAID/Africa Bureau Web Site is: hitp:/www.info.usaid.gov/regions/afr

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development - UNCTAD

The UNCTAD, under its Positive Agenda for Trade, provides for the discussion of African regional
integration issues and concerns as part of its regional/sub-regional workshops and training programs.

More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part 11 of this guide. For
more information on UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade, contact:

Murray Giees, CHiEr

TrADE ANALYSES & SYSTEMIC ISSuES BRANGH

DiviSioN OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE 14 GOODS, SERVICES & COMMODITIES

UNCTAD

PaLAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SwiTzERLAND

Tew: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EMalL: uuRRAY.GOVVSE@UNCTAD.CRG

UNCTAD’ Positive Agenda for Trade Web Site: htip://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis. him
and the Web Site for its other technical assistance programs is:
http://www unctad.org/en/techcop/techcop.htm
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The conclusion of the WTO Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations in 1994 was historic in
that it resulted in the first international rules agreed upon to govern trade in Services. Until that time
the GATT had applied only to trade in goods. The Uruguay Round’s General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS) established rules and disciplines on policies affecting access to service markets,
greatly expanding the WTO’s coverage of the multilateral trading system. GATS consists of two
main elements: (1) a set of general concepts and rules that apply basic GATT principles across the
board to measures affecting trade in services unless otherwise committed to by Member countries;
and (2} WTO Member country-by-country specific commitments on application of National
Treatment and market access to specific Services sub-sectors. After the conclusion of the Uruguay
Round and the entry into effect of the WTO, more specific agreements were concluded by a number
of WTO Member countries in the areas of Financial Services and Telecommunications Services.
While the GATS is binding upon a/l WTO Member countries as a condition for WTO Membership
under the Uruguay Round “Single Undertaking," the Financial Services and Telecommunications
Services Agreements constitute “plurilateral” agreements, i.e., binding only on the signarories
thereto. The GATS Agreement itself, now part of the WTO’s “Built-In Agenda” for the new round of
multilateral trade negotiations (commencing at the Third Ministerial in Seattle), provides for a first
round of negotiations on progressive liberalization of the general levels of specific commitments in
the GATS.

World Trade Organization (WTO)

Technical assistance to developing countries for enhancing their understanding and implementation
of the GATS has been listed by the WTO in its current Three Year Plan for Technical Assistance
(1999-2001) as priority number six, The WTO maintains a Trade in Services Division that focuses on
implementation of the GATS, including on-going negotiations. In this regard, the WTO has
sponsored, co-sponsored, or participated in at least eight regional seminars on Services.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.

The WTO’s Trade in Services Division may be contacted at:

TRADE 4 SERVICES DIvISION

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)
154 RUE GE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GeEneva 21, SWITZERLAND
TeL, 41-22-739-5390

Fax: 41-22-739-5771

For additional information on the WTQ’s technical assistance activities, contact:

Jean-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIvISION
WOoRLD TraDE OrGaNIZATION (WTO)

Tew: 41-22-739-5237

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAL; JEAN-MAURICE LEGER@IWTO.0RG

WTO Web Site: hitp://www.wlo.org




Coordinated African Program of Assistance on Services - CAPAS

Coordinated by UNCTAD, the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and UN-DESA,
CAPAS is a program of technical assistance relating specifically to building national capacity for
policy-making in Africa in the area of Trade in Services. The program provides African
policymakers with tools to develop nationa! policies and regional policies affecting Services,
primarily by focusing on the GATT/WTO Uruguay Round's General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS). The CAPAS program provides:

¢ Regional seminars and other programs on implementation of national obligations and
commitments under the GATS; and

e Funds research studies to assist governments to identify national interests and develop
national and regional negotiating positions and strategies for future negotiations involving
trade in Services.

More details on CAPAS may be found in Part Il of this guide.
For more information on CAPAS activities, contact:

Noregrt S. LEBALE/MARCEL NAMFUA
INTERNATIONAL TRADE Division
UNCTAD

PaLais pes NATIONS

CH-1211 GeNgVA 10, SWITZERLAND
Tew: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EmaiL: norBERT.LEsALE@UNCTAD. orG

MarceE: NAMFUA@UNCTAD.oRG

Information on CAPAS can be downloaded from the World Bank’s WTO 2000 Capacity
Buiiding Project Web Site at http://www.worldbank.org/wbiep/trade/wto2000 region work.html

International Trade Centre UNCTADMWTO - ITC

The International Trade Centre (ITC) has developed technical assistance focused on
import/exporting enterprises relating to services, inchuding:

¢ Program on Trade in Services, designed to pursue enhancement of the ability of developing
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couniries to nurture, support, and sustain export growth in their Services sector by, infer afia,

ensuring that service firms understand and are able to take advantage of the export
opportunities available under the Uruguay Round’s GATS.

e Publication of its Business Guide to GATS.

¢ Publication of Successful Services Exporting — A Handbook.

More details on the ITC are in Part I of this guide.
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For information on obtaining the ITC’s Business Guide to the GATS and other ITC assistance,
contact:

BERNARD ANCEL, CHIEF

TRADE |NFORMATION SECTION

Division oF PRODUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
InTERNATIONAL TRADE CenNTRE UNCTADWTO
PALaiS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Gengva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 414-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

Enai: ANCEL@‘INTRACEN‘ORG

ITC Web Site: http//www.intracen,org

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development — UNCTAD

UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade provides workshops that address generally the GATT/WTO
framework of global trade rules and includes discussion of the Uruguay Round’s General Agreement
on Trade in Services (GATS).

More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.

For more information on UNCTAD’s trade-related technical assistance, contact:

Murray Gises, CHIEF

TRADE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC ISSUES BRANCH

Division ON INTERNATIONAL TRADGE IN G00DS, SERVICES, C OMMODITIES
UNCTAD -
PaLais DES NATIONS

CH-1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

Ter: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

Emai: MurraY.Govwws@UNCTAD.cRG

UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade Web Site: hitp://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm




STANDARDS/TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADEMTO AGREEMENTS |

Governments have a basic responsibility to their citizens to ensure that imported products, like
domestic products, do not pose threats to the health and safety of consumers—or defraud them as to
quality—and that imported products meet minimum standards for health, safety, quality, and
appropriate usage. There is also a temptation, however, to use standards and their conformity
assessment and enforcement procedures to protect domestic producers by preventing their entry on
the pretext of protecting public health or safety, or by finding that they fail 1o meet minimum
standards for safety or quality—in fact using them as non-tariff barriers (NTBs). Often countries
resort to the use of standards determination and enforcement as ways of avoiding trade liberalization
through their tariff reduction commitments.

The Uruguay Round Agreements on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards (SPS Agreement) and
on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) were intended to regulate and prevent the use of
standards for non-health/safety purposes and as non-tariff barriers to trade. The SPS Agreement sets
out the rights and obligations of Member countries when taking measures to ensure food safety.
protect human health from plant or animal-spread diseases, or protect plant and animal health from
pests and diseases. The TBT Agreement is aimed at ensuring that activities relating 1o mandatory
technical regulations and voluntary standards, and their conformity assessment/enforcement
procedures, do not create unnecessary obstacles to trade. Both Agreements encourage the
international harmonization, though neither prescribes the use of specific international standards. For
purposes of international harmonization the SPS Agreement identifies use of the documents from the
Codex Alimentarius (Food Safety); the International Office of Epizootics (OIE) (animal health and
zoonoses); and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) (plant health). The TBT
Agreement contains no similar list given the breadth of agricultural and industrial products within its
scopes. Ultimately, the determination of whether there is a relevant international standard that is
appropriate and effective for a particular regulatory or market objective rests with the regulatory
authority or purchaser, as appropriate.

World Trade Organization (WTO)

The WTO TBT and SPS Agreements established committees, open to participation by all member
governments, to oversee the operation and implementation of the Agreements. The committees meet
regularly and provide means to promote and facilitate developing nations’ understanding and
compliance with the rules and provisions of the WTO SPS and TBT Agreements. The WTO
regularly cooperates with other organizations who have scientific and technical expertise, such as
those specifically identified in the SPS Agreement and/or which have requested observer status in the
SPS/TBT Committees. Whether on its own or in co-sponsorship with another body, the WTO makes
substantial technical assistance available in these two areas:

¢ The WTO’s current three-year Technical Cooperation Plan (1999-2001) places the SPS
Agreement (with Agriculture) in first place and the TBT Agreement in fourth place in its
listing of its ten priority areas of focus for technical assistance in the period. The WTO’s
Trade and Environment Division houses a unit with technical specialists in standards and
technical barriers to trade (the Trade and Environment Division) who are familiar with the
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provisions of the SPS/TBT Agreements and may provide assistance to African trade and
scientific officials.

e The WTO’s efforts to expand understanding and foster implementation of the SPS/TBT

Agreements are channeled through:

—Regional/mational seminars that generally address the nature and requirements of the
GATT/WTO Agreements and include significant substantive discussion of the SPS and
TBT;

— Regional/national technical workshops that focus specifically on aspects of standards
(formulation, interpretation, assessment, enforcement) and the requirements of the SPS
and TBT Agreements (formulation, enforcement, notification to WTO, and establishment
of SPS/TBT Enquiry Points);

— Training courses that provide a lengthier, more technically intensive education in the
standards area, international standardization, and requirements of the SPS/TBT;

—Legal/legislative assistance for the review, commentary on, and drafting assistance for
laws, regulations, or legislative or administrative proposals.

U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

Sanitary standards essentially focus on ensuring the safety and quality of food products and
agricultural commodities. The FAO is an important international organization dealing with food and
agricultural products, including food security, food trade issues, and food and agricultural product
safety and quality. The FAO assists developing countries in capacity building with regard to the
formulation, interpretation, application, and enforcement of food standards and quality guidelines, in
large part through its co-sponsorship with the WHO and management of the Codex Alimentarius.
The Codex is a global reference point for food producers, consumers, national food control agencies
and international food trade.

The FAO’s Technical Cooperation Department manages its Technical Cooperation Program
(TCP), which provides technical assistance and services through the implementation of in-country,
sub-regional, and regional programs and projects. Specifically, the FAO/TCP affords technical
assistance to developing countries for Capacity Building for policy analysis and formulation of food
and related standards and procedures for food quality and inspection under the SPS Agreement and
certain provisions of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture. More specifically, the FAO provides:

e Training programs for government officials on Uruguay Round agreement requirements
(SPS, Agriculture).

e Production of training materials addressing international trade in food and agricultural
products and application and enforcement of food/agricultural standards.

As part of the special program for assistance in future agricultural and other trade negotiations,
the FAO has:

¢ Provided information on electronic access to sources of information relating to the adoption,
interpretation, application, and enforcement of food/agricuitural product standards and the
requirements of the SPS and Agriculture Agreements.

» Developed a training kit covering in detail the SPS and Agriculture Agreements.

s Conferences on WTO obligations relating to agricultural and food standards, in particular
the Uruguay Round Agreements on SPS and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT).
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(A conference in Africa on food and agricultural standards and the SPS and TBT Agreements is
scheduled for Harare in Spring 2000.)

The FAQ aiso

¢ Manages the Global Information and Early Warning Svstem (GIEWS), which provides
information for implementing the WTQO’s Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible
Negative Effects of the Reform Program on Least-Developed and Net Food-Importing
Developing Countries.

e Provides technical assistance via the FAO/World Health Organization’s Codex Alimentarius
Commission on issues related to sanitaryand food standards.

More details on the FAO and its technical assistance activities are in Part II] of this guide.
For more information on the role of the FAQ in supporting international food and agricultural
product safety and standards, contact:

JAMES GREENFIELD, DIRECTOR
CoMMoDITIES AND TRADE D IvISION
FAC

ViaLE DELLE TERME DI CARACALLA,
00 100 Rome, lraLy

Tew: 39-08-570-53856

Fax; 39-06-570-54495

Emas: JAMES.GREENFIEL@FA0.0RG

FAQO Web Site: http//www_ fao.ore

International Organization for Standardization (I1SO)

The International Organization for Standardization (1SO) was founded to promote the development
of standardization and refated activities so as to facilitate the international exchange of goods and
services and support international cooperation and harmonization of product standards, quality
assessment, and the certification thereof, Through its Committee on Developing Country Matters, the
1SO provides training seminars, pubiishes and distributes development manuals on standards-related
topics. It also delivers technical services to exporters concerning the standards requirements of
importing countries, sponsors workshops on consumer involvement in standardization, and arranges
conferences and symposia covering recent developments in standards testing and certification. These
programs include:

e Development of training manuals on:

——establishment and management of a National Standards Body;

— conformity assessment;

—training of technical staff — national and company level

—teaching of standardization in institutions of higher learning in developing countries;
—development and organization of a company standards department;

— application of standards;

— participation in international standardization activities;

-— organization and development of a National Standards Information Center;
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—establishment and operation of a testing laboratory for a National Standards Body;
— guidelines for selecting and adopting/adapting international standards for national use; and
— introduction to standardization and its uses in exports.

Other technical assistance activities including:

— identification and accommodation of standardization needs in developing countries;

—training, consisting of regional training seminars, fellowships in standards-related
institutions, assisting in the arrangement of placements in appropriate training institutions
and training of technical officers for ISO technical committee secretariat functions;

— financing member participation in ISO standards committee meetings;

—assistance to member bodies in identifying new international standardization projects in
areas of economic importance and coordinating actions for launching a standards
initiative;

— provision of documentation and information systems;

— preparation of standards promotional materials.

More details on the ISO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.
For more information on the ISO’s standards capacity building assistance activities, contact:

Anwar EL-TawiL, DIRECTOR

ProGraMME FOR DEVELOPING C QUNTRIES

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION (1SO)
1, RUE DE VAREMBE

CH-1211 Geneva 20, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-749-0141

Fax: 41-22-749-0151

EmalL: ELTAWILEISO.CH

ISO Web Site: http://www.iso.ch

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO - ITC

The ITC is a technical cooperation organization jointly funded by the United Nations and the WTO,
whose mission is to support developing and transition economies, particularly their business sectors,
in their efforts to realize their potential for expanding international trade for achievement of
sustainable economic development. Among its relevant technical assistance activities are:

Training program on Export Quality and Packaging Management designed to enable small
and mid-sized exporting enterprises to understand and meet product quality and packaging
requirements (health, safety, environmental) based on international standards and, in
particular, the Uruguay Round SPS and TBT Agreements and 1SO standards.

Technical Workshops on Implications for Exporters of Selected WTO Agreements, including
the SPS and TBT Agreements.

ITC Handbook on the WTQ SPS and TBT Agreements.

More details on the ITC and its technical assistance activities are in Part 11 of this guide.
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For more information on [TC technical assistance, contact:

BernARD ANCEL, CHIEF

TrADE I NFORMATION SECTION

DiisioN oF PRODUCT AND MARKEY DEVELOPMENT
INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADWTO
PaLais DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SwitzerLanD

Tew: 41-22-730-0276

Frx: 41-22-733-4439

EmalL: ANCEL@INTRACEN ORG

ITC Web Site: htip://www.intracen.org,

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development - UNCTAD

UNCTAD’s Positive Agenda for Trade conferences in Africa includes discussion of Uruguay Round
agreements, including the SPS and TBT Agreements.

More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.

For more information on UNCTAD’s technical assistance, contact:

Murray Gises, CHIEF

TRADE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC [SSUES BRANCH

DivisioN oN INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GooDS, SERVICES, COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

PaLais DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZEREAND

Tew: 41-22-907-5920

Fax; 41-22-907-0044

EmaiL: Murray.Gisas@UNCTAD.org

UNCTAD'’s technical cooperation Web Site: htip://www.unctad org/en/techcop/techcop.htm

U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)

USAID/Africa’s African Trade and Investment Policy (ATRIP) Program and USAID/Pretoria have
included WTO Agreement-Specific Technical Workshops on Standards and the Uruguay Round SPS
and TBT Agreements with participating staff from USAID, USTR, and the U.S. Depariment of
Agriculture.

More details on USAID and its technical assistance programs for Africa are in Part 11 of this
guide.
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For USAID/Africa technical assistance, contact:

DavioP. Dob

ATRIP PROGRAM MANAGER

AFRICA BUREAUWSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Ronalp REAGAN BULDING, RMm. 4.06-114,

1300 PennsyLvania AVENUE, N.W.,
WasHingTon, D.C. 20523-4600

Tew 202-712-0784

Fac 202-216-3373

USAID/Africa Bureau’s Web Site is: hitp://www.info.usaid.gov/regions/aft/

U.S. Department of Agriculture/Foreign Agricultural Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service, in cooperation with
USAID/Africa, has undertaken a project to help three East African countries to develop a common
and improved set of standards for trade and transportation in the region (Kenya, Uganda, and
Tanzania).
More details on the Department of Agriculture/FAS may be found in Part Il of this Guide.
For more information on the FAS Harmonization Standards project, contact:

HowARD ANDERSON

INTERNATIONAL C OOPERATION & DEVELOPMENT DivisioN
Rocm 3219 {STor 1087),

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

1400 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE, S.W.,

WhasHivaTon, D.C. 20250-1087

Tew: 202-690-1924

EMALL: ANDERSONHFAS.USDA.GOV

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA)

SIDA is the Swedish Government agency that plans and administers Sweden’s bilateral cooperation
programs with developing countries.

In May 1999, SIDA sponsored and organized the World Trade and Conformity Assessment,
Quality Infrastructure Development training course for participants from ten sub-Saharan countries.
The program’s objectives were to provide information and training to relevant government officials
and representatives of business on international standards and conformity assessment. The program
included discussion of:

e Basic principles of international trade, with specific emphasis on WTQ obligations, effects on
participating countries, notification requirements, and other impacts. '

e Technical activities for the establishment of standards and conformity assessment procedures
concerned with national and international trade, safety, health, and environmental
requirements.

e Development of national standards/quality institutions for standardization, accreditation,
certification, inspection, enforcement, testing, metrology, and quality assurance.
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e The International Organization for Standardization concept of quality and quality systems
development (ISO 9000), TQM, and quality prices.

e Standardization, Accreditation, Certification agencies (role, organization, and international
and mutual recognition requirements).

¢ Metrology, Testing, Inspection role and requirements.

More detailed information on SIDA and its technical cooperation activities are in Part 111 of this
guide.
For more information on SIDA’s economic cooperation, contact:

Goran EDEHORN

INEC/PrivaTe SECTOR DEVELOPMENT Division

SWEDISH | NTERNATIONAL D EVELOPMENT C OOPERATION AGENCY
SVEAVAGEN 20

10525 STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN

TeL: 46-8-698-5000

Fax: 46-8-208-864

EMAIL: GORAN.EDEHORMEISIDA.SE

SIDA Web Site: htip://www.sida.se

World Bank

In November, 1999, the World Bank established a new program on international standards, technical
regulations and trade policy. The overall goal of an initial three-year project to launch this work
centers on increased understanding of the policy implications and economic impact of standards and
government technical regulations on world trade and development. Information is available at:
http://wwwl.worldbank.ore/wbiep/trade/WTO 2000.html

For more information contact:

MR. Jorn SutLivan WILSON

PRiCIPAL ECONOMIST

DeveLorMeNT ResearcH Grour (DECRG)
The WorLp Bank

1818 H Streer, NW.MC3-319
WasHingToN, DC 20433

Tev: {202) 473-2065

Fax{202) 522-115%

E-MAIL: JSWILSONGWORLDBANK.ORG

Additional Information on Standards

There are a number of other organizations, which develop and publish standards for use on a
global basis. Specific information on the range of organization has not been included here. The U.S
inquiry point (ncsci@nist.gov) has published a Directory of International and Regional Organizations
Conducting Standards-Related Activities. It will also respond to requests for information on a variety
of U.S. based international standardizing bodies (e.g., ASTM, ASME, NFPA, IEEE).

For information on specific standards, technical regulations, conformity assessment requirements
and sanitary and phytosanitary measures in a particular market, an important source of information is
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the central contact points established under the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and
on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. These lists are periodically updated by
the WTO Secretarial and are published on the WTO web site (htip://www.wto.org}. See, for example,
G/TBT/ENQ.
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[ eecowwwoaos |
Negotiations during the Uruguay Round, while they resulted in conclusion of the WTO Agreement
on Trade in Services (GATS) failed to produce consensus on global rules to govern the growing area
of telecommunications. However, on 15 February 1997, negotiators concluded the WTO Agreement
on Basic Telecommunications Services, a “plurilateral™ agreement, meaning that it is binding enlv
upon its signatory nations. Nevertheless, the 72 Members of the WTO that signed the Agreement
account for 95 percent of world telecommunications revenue — a USS 675 billion industry. The Basic
Telecommunications Agreement covers, depending on the specific commitments in schedules tabled
by signatories: voice telephony, data transmission, telex, telegraph, facsimile, private leased circuit
services, fixed and mobile satellite systems and services, cellular telephony, mobile data services,
paging and personal communications systems. In planning for a new round of multilateral trade
negotiations, some Members have advocated that the Basic Telecommunications Agreement be
negotiated into an instrument binding on ail Members.

The International Telecommunications Union, the United Nations Development Program, the
World Bank, and the European Union are important potential sources of technical assistance in the
area of telecommunications. Information on these programs in Africa was not collected at the time of
preparation of this guide.

United States: Federal Communications Commission

The United States Federal Communications Commission has begun a new technical assistance
initiative to assist developing countries to build independent, transparent, pro-competitive regulatory
regimes to liberalize and privatize their telecommunications sectors and to provide open international
access to their markets. This initiative 1s focused imtially upon African countries with Ghana, South
Africa, and Uganda having indicated interest in participating.

Additional telecom regulatory training and advisory assistance from USAID and the FCC for
other sub-Saharan African countries is in the planning stages.

For information on the FCC initiative, contact:

Apcnis HOFFMAN

INTERNATIONAL BUREAY

FeDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
445 1214 STREET, S.W.,

WashingTon, D.C. 20554

TeL: 202-418-0429

Fax: 202-

The FCC Web Site is http://www.fec.oov

United States: U.S. Agency for International Trade-USAID

In September 1999, USAID/Africa completed a five-year Southern Africa Regional
Telecommunications Restructuring Program (RTRP). The RTRP assisted twelve countries in
Southern Africa in the establishment and strengthening of their telecommunications regulatory
authorities. The project all helped establish the Telecommunications Regulators Association of
Southern Africa (TRASA), a regional grouping of regulators that seeks to promote common
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standards and regulatory processes throughout Southern Africa. Successor activities, supporting both
TRASA and the Southern African Transport and Communications Commission, SADC's unit for the
coordination of telecommunications policy, are currently being designed.

For further information on USAID’s Regional Center for Southern Africa (RCSA), contact:

SHEMMY SIMUYEMBA

PrROJECT TEAM LEADER

USAID Recional CENTER FOR SCUTHERN AFRICA
GABORONE

Borswana

TeL.; 267-324449

Fax: 267-324404

(See Web Site: http://'www.info.usaid gov/regions/afi/growth.html )

United States: Telecommunications Training Institute

The United States Telecommunications Training Institute (USTTI), established in 1982, is a non-
profit educational institution funded by United States government and industry, Its Board of
Directors includes representatives from the Departments of Commerce and State and the Federal
Communications Commission. Its curriculum includes more than 100 courses for
telecommunications professionals, taught by USTTL, U.S. government and industry officials. With
the advent of the WTO Basic Telecommunications Agreement, USTTI has incorporated more
regulatory reform policy components into its technical curriculum. Approximately one-fifth of
USTTI's training courses include segments on regulatory reform implications of the WTO Basic
Telecommunications Agreement, including instruction on latest developments in telecommunications
law and regulation.

Additionally, part of the U.S. Department of Commerce, the National Telecommunications and
Information Agency (NTIA), is another source of telecommunications expertise. NTIA worked with
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the State Department, the FCC, and the
U.S. Telecommunications Training Institute (USTTI), to develop and implement training workshops
for foreign telecommunications regulatory authorities. The three, three-day workshops, which were
focused on implementing the WTO Basic Telecommunications Agreement, were held in
Washington, D.C. and covered a range of issues, including interconnection, spectrum management
and universal service. The workshops also offered participants from developed and developing
countries around the world a chance to review and discuss case-studies relevant to a liberalized
market.

Contact information:

UNITED STATES TELECOMMUMICATIONS TRAMING INSTITUTE
1150 C oNNECTICUT AVENUE, NW

Suite 702

WasringTon, DC 20036

USA

TeLePHONE; 202-785-7373

Fax; 202-785-1930

E-MAL TRAIN@USTTI.ORG



United States: Department of State

The Office of International Communications & Information Policy of the U.S. Department of State
conducts and participates in numerous activities providing help and support to other countries
involving technical telecommunications issues. The State Department has been charged with
coordination of a Presidential initiative, "Internet for Economic Development." This program will
seek to accelerate the spread of the Internet and its applications (such as electronic commerce) in
developing countries. The interagency committee working on design and implementation of the
program has selected a dozen pilot countries and is undertaking discussions with these countries and
their resident U.S. Agency for International Development {AID) missions on possible activities. This
effort builds on experiences under AID's Leland Initiative, which since 1996 has been bringing the
Internet to a select group of African countries. The new program will have four main components: 1)
policy reforms to promote a pro-competitive environment for Internet services, 2) limited
infrastructure assistance, 3) training, and 4) demonstrations of Internet applications most likely to
spur economic development. At present, most programs will begin with existing AID funding, but
partnerships with the World Bank, and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and other
multilateral institutions are being explored, as are partnerships with the private sector.

Contact information:

Ms. Doreen F. McGRr,

ProGram DiRECTOR, ITU DEVELOPMENT SECTOR
EB/CIP, Room 4826

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS & INFCRMATION POLICY
LS. DEPARTMENT GF STATE

WasHingTon, D.C. 20520

TeLerHONE: 202-647-0201

Fax: 202-647-7407

E-MAIL: MCGIRRDF @STATE.GOY
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TEXTILES AND CLOTHING (WTO AGREEMENT ON})

The Uruguay Round Agreement on Textiles and Clothing (ATC) is intended to integrate world trade
in textile and clothing products back into the framework of GATT rules and out of special
arrangements under the Multifibre Agreement. The Agreement establishes a 10-year period for the
gradual enlargement of all quantitative restrictions on imports of textiles and clothing, subject, in the
meantime, to a special, transitional safeguard arrangement.

International Trade Centre UNCTADMWTO - ITC

The International Trade Centre, which focuses its technical assistance activities and services to
enhance the export prospects of developing country exporting enterprises, has produced two
publications relating to the ATC:

e The Agreement on Textiles and Clothing: An Overview

e The Changing Pattern of International Trade in Textiles and Clothing: Implications of the
Introduction of the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing on the Developing Countries’
Producing/Exporting of Textiles and Clothing

More details on the ITC are in Part II of this guide.
For information on obtaining the ITC’s publications, contact:

BERNARD ANCEL, CHiEF

TRADE | KFORMATION SECTION

Division oF PRoDUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADATC
PaLAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22-733-4439

Emai; ANCEL@INTRACEN.ORG

ITC Web Site: hitp://www.intracen.org

World Trade Organization - WTO

The World Trade Organization lists the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing as Number three in its
list of contemplated technical assistance priorities in its Three-Year Plan for Technical Assistance
(1999-2001). The subject is addressed in its general seminars and workshops on the GATT/WTO
framework of global trade rules.

The WTQO’s Textiles Division handles matters relating to textiles and clothing, the Agreement
thereon, and the work of the Textiles Monitoring Body which monitors Member country
implementation of the ATC.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.



The WTO Textiles Division may be contacted at:

TexTiLES DiviSION

WoRLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTQ)
154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 Geneva 21, SWITZERLAND
Teu: 41-22-733-5611

Fax: 41-22-739-577

For more information on WTO technical assistance with textiles and clothing, contact:

Jean-Maurice LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIVISION
WorLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO)

Tew: 41-22-739-5611

Fax: 41-22-739-5776

Eman: JEAN-MAURICE LEGER@WTO.0RG

WTO Web Site: hitp://www.wto.org
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TRADE POLICY ANALYSIS AND FORMULATION

Trade policy is at the heart of a nation’s ability to participate in the multilateral trading system and
avail itself of the rights and comply with the obligations of the GATT/WTO framework of global
rules for international trade. Ultimately, all aspects of a government participation in importing and
exporting are defined by its trade-related policies and they, in turn, by the capacity of its officials and
responsible institutions to engage in the functions of policy analysis, statistical aggregation,
understanding and application of GATT/WTO rules, and trade negotiation. The primary capacity
building assistance programs in trade-policy are listed below.

World Trade Organization (WTO)

The World Trade Organization is responsible for the administration, management, interpretation and
application of the GATT/WTO framework of global irade rules. It is also responsible for resolution
of disputes arising out of that framework, and multilateral negotiations to change or enlarge the
framework. Hence, among all the organizations profiled in this guide, the WTO is the single largest
repository of expertise and experience with the body of rules pertaining to the GATT/WTO system
and is preeminently qualified to provide technical cooperation and training related to that system in
these technical areas,

The WTO makes its expertise available primarily to developing nations—and particularly to
least-developed countries—either as a direct single provider, or indirectly in partnership with other
organizations and sources. The goal of all of these activities is to enhance competency of government
trade and other officials and to strengthen and equip the administrative and regulatory institutions
required to appropriately implement the GATT/WTO rules for global trade. The WTO’s technical
assistance in this respect includes:

e Trade Policy Courses — 12 to 14 week courses given in Geneva for developing country trade
officials that are designed to widen the participants’ understanding of trade policy matters,
the nature of the multilateral trading system, relevant international trade law, and the
functions and operations of the WTO.

e Trade Policy Review Mechanism (TPRM) - The TPRM provides a periodic,
thoroughgoing review of nearly all aspects of any Member country’s trade policies and trade-
related legal/regulatory regime. It operates on the .process of: (a) an initial report to the WTO
by the subject country of its trade regime and policies; (b) a subsequent intensive analysis
thereof prepared by the WTO Secretariat’s Trade Policy Review Body; (¢) establishment of a
working party of WTO Members for the country’s assessment of both the country’s and the
POR Body’s review documents; and (e} an intensive discussion between the members of the
working party, and trade and other officials of the subject country. The TPRM review permits
the country to understand any deficiencies that may be noted either in its trade
policies/regime or its level of compliance with GATT/WTO agreements and rules.

¢ Seminars (national, regional) generally describing and illustrating the application of the
Uruguay Round agreements and the procedures, processes, and operation of the WTO as an
institution. Seminars may also focus on specific technical topics such as trade remedies,
customs valuation, standards (SPS/TBT),or TRIPS, including the specific requirements
Members face to meet their GATT/WTO obligations. These seminars may last for a few
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hours to five or more days. Additionally, the WTO conducts a special “Geneva Week” for
non-resident delegations of WTO Member countries or for officials of countries in the
process of WTO accession.

¢  Workshops usually targeting particular areas of trade policy analysis, formation, or
implementation — these may involve lectures, theoretical presentations, case studies, or
simulations related to the analysis and resolution of a given technical issue Such workshops
may last a few hours or a few days.

* Training courses with defined curricula and performance objectives, developed to enhance
competency in either trade policy development, the implementation (administrative,
regulatory, enforcement) of WTO agreements or productive participation in dispute
resolution, consultation, or negotiations. Training courses can last a few days or extend up to
a month or more.

e Infrastructure support, designed to strengthen trade-related institutions of Member
countries (or those in the process of accession) through WTO Reference Centers (internet
connection, documentary resources, training for information gathering, networking
capabilities), and installation of computer hardware/software, including for example, CD-
ROM capabilities to permit Internet-based “distance learning” on the GATT/WTO system
and agreements.

¢ Interactive guides to the WTO system, including the WTO and Developing Countries,
Reading WTO Schedules, the Dispute Settlement Process, Uruguay Round Agreements,
Directory of Trade Policy Educational and Training Resources, Directory of Internet Trade
and Development Links, and others technical subjects.

All of these forms of capacity building technical assistance and services are available from the
WTO through its Technical Cooperation and Training Division. More details on the WTO and its
technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.

For additional information on WTO capacity-building assistance, contact:

JEAN-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIviSION
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION - WTO

154 RUE bE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GENEVA 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew: 41-22-739-5611

Fax: 41-22-738-5776

EMAIL JEAN MAURICE.LEGER@WTO.ORG

WTO Web Site: htip://www_wio.org

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

UNCTAD?’s “Positive Agenda for Trade” specifically focuses its technical assistance for African
countries on capacity-building in: (2) the identification and analysis of international trade-related
issues; (b) trade policy formation and negotiations; and (c) assistance with regard to WTO accession
requirements/procedures. With this specific focus on trade policy, it:

e Supports international trade policy discussions.
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Provides training in its TRAINFORTRADE Program.
Provides trade information through its Trade Points program

e Provides infrastructure support via its Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA)
and its Trade Analysis and Information System (TRAINS).

More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part 11l of this guide.
For more information on UNCTAD’s trade policy-focused technical assistance, contact:

Murray Gises, CRIEF

TRADE A NALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC 1SSUES BRANCH

Division OGN INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GO0DS, SERVICES AND G OMMODITIES
UNCTAD

PaLars DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Gengva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-907-5%20

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

Eman; mURRAY.GIEBS@UNCTAD ORG

UNCTAD Web Sites:

For the Positive Agenda for Trade: hitp://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm

For other technical cooperation programs: http:/www.unctad.org/en/techcop/techcop.htm
For general description of UNCTAD activities: http://www.unctad.org/en/enhome

UN Food and Agriculture Organization - FAO

The FAO is an important world forum for the discussion of, and technical cooperation with regard to
food trade policy, international trade in agricultural commodities and food security and other issues.
In addition to its comprehensive needs assessment of developing countries’ capacity-building
requirements in this area and their implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture,
it conducts training programs, produces training and other documentary materials, and undertakes
studies relating to all aspects of agricultural commodities trade and food issues. These include:

¢ Training programs in policy analysis and development, formulation of food quality
standards, safety issues and SPS requirements for risk analysis/assessment, inspection
techniques/procedures, food laboratory management, production/consumption tracking, and
trade statistics aggregation/utilization.

¢ Provision of information on electronic access to necessary sources of information covering
interpretation, impact analyses, transition measures, Uruguay Round implementation issues,
and negotiating proposals in future multilateral trade negotiations.

¢ Development of a training kit providing information for the foregoing and providing
detailed information on the Uruguay Round Agriculture Agreement and the SPS and TRIPS
Agreements (as they relate to trade in Agriculture).

¢ Sponsorship of symposia and cenferences on the interrelationships between agriculture,
food security, and economic development; the role of agricultural trade in the multilateral
trading system; likely issues in forthcoming negotiations in agriculture affecting developing
nations’ interests; and options relating to domestic support, market access, and export
competition.

(A conference on these topics is scheduled for Harare in the Spring 2000.)
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More details on the FAO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.
For more information on FAO’s policy training program for the forthcoming WTO multilateral
trade negotiations, contact the:

Poucy AsstsTAnCE Division

U.N. Foop anp AGricuLTURE OrGANIZATION (FAQ)
VIALE DELLE TERME D1 CARAGALLA

00 100 Rome, Italy

TEL: 39-06-570-54838

Fax: 39-06-570-55107

EMAIL; MARIAGRAZIA. CUIETKDFAC.CRG

OR POLICY-TRAINING (IFAC.ORG

FAOQ’s general Web Site is: http://www.fao.org

Its policy Web Site is: http://www.f20.0re/ WAICENT/FAOCINFO/TCD/TCA/default.him

Its policy training Web Site: http://www fa0.org/ WAICENT/FAOINFO/TCD: Tca/ptrain.htm
and/or http://www.fao.org/ag/agp/agpp/pg

World Bank

The World Bank’s World Bank Institute works with partner organizations to develop and disseminate
knowledge through training programs designed to build the capacity of institutions in developing
countries in the areas of economic policy. To this end, the World Bank operates three programs
directly focused on capacity building: (1) its core course on “Global Integration and the New Trade
Agenda”; (2) the “WTO 2000 Project”; and (3) the World Bank Agriculture Project.

Assistance available under the “Global Integration/New Trade Agenda” Project includes:

+ Economics of key policy issues that arise in the regulation of trade and investment —
experience of policy implementation and evaluation of potential new multilateral trade rules
in these areas.

¢ Familiarization with computerized analytical tools to evaluate policy options, e.g., available
international data sets in international trade/Investment, popular indices, measures and
descriptive statistics used to analyze trends and changes in variables over time.

¢ Introduction to and assessment of the rules of the WTO, involving lectures and computer
laboratory time to provide practical tools for commercial policy analysis.

(The World Bank will be offering this course in Cape Town, South Africa on 17-22 January 2000
covering the first two items.)
Assistance under the WTO 2000 Project includes:

e Preparation of 40 region or country-specific research papers by developing country scholars,
incorporating information obtained in regional meetings.
e Regional workshops to discuss findings of research papers.

{The World Bank is scheduling workshops for West Africa in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire on 13-15
December 1999 with subsequent workshops planned for Eastern Africa in January-February 2000
and Southern Africa in February-March 2000)

e Preparation of a Handbook for Trade Negotiators for use in any forthcoming round of
multilateral trade negotiations.
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Courses for policymakers/advisers on major international trade issues

Assistance under the World Bank Agriculture Project—focused specifically on future agricultural
trade negotiations—include:

Quantitative research and policy analysis of the interests of developing countries in the
Agricultural issues of any new trade negotiation round

Production of a Handbook on Agricultural Trade Issues for policymakers /negotiators
describing likely issues and including a set of agricultural-related databases and software
tools to access policy proposals.

Conferences/workshops for policy advisers on topics including regional and country case
studies, market access, domestic support, export subsidy commitments. Also included are
such topics as sanitary/phytosanitary measures and technical barriers to trade, guantitative
assessment of policy options, and effects of liberalization in Non-Agricultural Sectors on the
agricultural sector agriculture and environmental standards, and agriculture and Intellectual
Property Rights.

Country-specific analyses of negotiating options and trade-offs.

(A conference on “Agriculture and the New Trade Agenda From a Development Perspective:
Interests and Options in the WTO 2000 Negotiations” will be held in Washington, D.C. on 11-12
January 2000.)

More detailed information on the World Bank’s technical assistance activities are in Part IIT of
this guide.

For additional information on the World Bank’s general technical assistance activities, contact:

PHiLs> ENGLISH

WoRrLD BANK INSTITUTE
1818 "H" STREET, N.W.,
WasHineTon, D.C. 20433
TeL: 202-473-6483

Fax: 202-676-9810

EMaIL; PENGLISH @_WORLDBANK.ORG

For information on the World Bank Agriculture Project, contact:

MERLINDA INGCO

WORLD BANK INSTITUTE

TeL: 202-473-3860

Fax: 202-522-1674

EMAIL: MINGCG @WORLDBANK.ORG

Useful World Bank web sites are:
http://'www.worldbank.org/irade  and

hitp://wwwl.worldbank.ore/wbiep/trade/papers 2000/Wio2000-pid.pdf

Joint Integrated Program - JITAP

The Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least-Developed and Other African
Countries (JITAP) is a joint program of the UNCTAD, WTO, and the International Trade Centre to
help meet the needs of African countries to participate more effectively in the multilateral trading
system (MTS). JITAP objectives include: (1) enhancing national capacity to understand the WTO
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agreements and address trade implications thereof; (2) strengthening of their trade and export policy
formation and negotiating capabilities; and (3) improving institutional mechanisms to carry out WTO
obligations. The specific forms of technical assistance available to the participating countries (and
possibly others in the mid-term future) include:

Needs assessment and program design
regional/sub-regional/national seminars:
— WTQO multifateral trading system and the Uruguay Round agreements;
— requirements of specific WTO/Uruguay Round agreements; and
— financial services negotiations and resulting agreement;

Geneva-Based Workshops for WTO Mission Staff on WTO operations and procedures and

participation in policy discussions.

Geneva-Based Briefing Sessions for WTO Mission Staff and Visiting Government Officials

on WTO accession process, and current issues of WTO operations/negotiation

Technical Services to participating countries for

—preparation of national inputs into WTO Trade Policy Reviews

—conduct of national surveys on the impact of WTQ agreements on the economies of
participating countries

— legislative commentary/drafling for the updating of national laws/regulations for
compatibility with WTO agreements’ requirements

—analysis of national trade performance

—research/analysis of international demand for national exports

— product-specific market research and recommendations for promising product/export
markets

—analysis of enterprise competitiveness/export fitness

Geneva-based Training-for-Trainers course (three weeks, English and French) in Uruguay
Round agreements and obligations and adaptation of national trade policies to the MTS.
Infrastructure support, including establishment of National Reference Centers to link national
trade development networks (public officials, businesspersons, and academics), Global Case
Network to share best practices, and Global Electronic Discussion Forum to address issues
and assist with problem solving.

Information/documentary dissemination e.g., the Business Guide to the Uruguay Round and
export management manuals.

More details on JITAP and its programs of technical assistance are in Part 111 of this guide.
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For additional information on JITAP technical assistance, contact:
At UNCTAD:

MARCEL NAMFUA

SeNIoR TRADE PoLicy ADvISOR
COORDINATOR FOR JITAP

UNCTAD

PaLais DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND
TeL: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EmalL; MARCELNAMFUAGBUNCTAD.0RG

At the World Trade Organization (WTQ):

Jean-MARC FORTIN

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIvISION
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE,

CH-1211 GeNEVA 21, SWITZERLAND

Tew 41-22-738-5207

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL: JEAN-MARC.FORTINEWTO.ORG

At the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO

ABDELKRIM BEN FADHI

SENIOR TRADE PROMOTION ADVISOR/

CHIEF TECHNICAL COORDINATOR FOR JITAP
INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADMWTO
PALAIS DES NATIONS

CH-1211 GeNEeva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0359

Fax; 41-22-730-0570

EMAIL: BENFADHIEINTRAGEN.ORG

The Web Site for JITAP is: http://www jitap.org

United Nations Development Program — UNDP

The UNDP is the United Nations’ largest source of assistance for development. Its Capacity Building
for Trade and Development in Africa Project is designed to build capacity of sub-Saharan African
countries to increase the competitiveness of their productive sectors with emphasis on global and
regional trade. Basic goals and principles of the program are: (1) African countries’ capacity to
recognize their development needs and choices and turn them into trade policy; (2) technical
assistance will be provided by those agencies that possess special experience in certain areas and
which can share knowledge, materials, and skills with African countries; (3) also targets the
strengthening of the functions of regional and sub-regional institutions to coordinate regional
cooperation for development and support member nation initiatives in the area of trade; and (4) a
comprehensive approach to assistance to include ali sectors of a country according to the role they
play within the national trade development/ implementation process.
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Specific focuses of UNDP capacity-building assistance include:

e Preparedness for new multilateral/regional trade negotiations, including understanding of
likely policy issues and better negotiating skills.

Sensitization to the current WTO framework of rules for global trade.

Enhancement of policy formation, analysis, coordination, monitoring, and evaluation skills.
Harmonization of systems and procedures.

Development of information networks.

Achieving the linking and coordination of trade initiatives.

* o ¢ o o

For the achievement of these ends, the UNDP funds or otherwise makes available the following
kinds of technical assistance:

¢ Thematic and country studies by consultants.

e Surveys and needs assessments.

e Seminars and workshops (regional, sub-regional, national).

e Training of Trainers.
Financing and organizing regional and sub-regional meetings.
Organization of regional information networks.

More details on the activities of the UNDP are in Part {11 of this guide.
For further information on the UNDP’s Capacity Building for Trade and Development activities
in Africa, contact:

LEBOGANG MOTLANA

RecionAL PROGRAM A DVISOR
OPERATIONS GROUP I/AFRICA

Unirep NaTIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
OxEe Uniten NATIONS PLaza

NEewYork, NY 10017

TeL: 212-906-6012

Fax; 212-906-5953 or 5974

Email: LEBOGANG MOTLANAGUNDP.ORG

UNDP Web Site : hitp://www.undp.org
For information on the UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa:
hitp:/fwww.undp.org/rhba/welcome htm

U.S. Agency for International Development - USAID

The U.S. Agency for International Development makes available technical assistance and services to
developing nations and least-developed countries, inter alia to promote openness to trade and
investment, strengthen infrastructure, and reinforce the effectiveness and transparency of policy and
regulations. USAID’s Africa Bureau provides, within the Economic Growth area, two projects
directly related to the multilateral trading system in general and the GATT/WTO framework of
international agreements governing global trade: (a) the African Trade and Investment Policy
(ATRIP) Project and (b) the Regional Trade and Comparative Advantage Project.

ATRIP provides selected African countries with two policy-related initiatives:

¢ Public/private capacity-building for trade policy development, in which USAID Missions
in certain African countries have initiated trade-policy analysis/formation assistance to both
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national ministries responsible for trade and local private sector groups with an interest in

reducing trade barriers and aligning technical standards with international market

requirements:

~—in Uganda, the USAID Mission has initiated its “Capacity Building: Uganda Trade
Policy™ activity which provides assistance to the GGovernment of Uganda and the Ugandan
private sector for the development and implementation of trade policy relating to such
Uruguay Round agreement areas as: customs valuation; licensing; standards and technical
barriers to trade; sanitary standards; agricultural issues; and consistency of national laws
with WTO requirements.

—in Mozambique, USAID is assisting trade officials and private sector groups to enhance
their capacity for trade policy development and to participate more effectively in
multilateral trade negotiations, as wel] as assisting Mozambique to build greater support
for further trade liberalization.

e Assistance for regional trade policy development and negotiations. USAID’s Regional
Center for Southern Africa (RCSA) in Gabarone, Botswana, is providing the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) and its member countries with assistance to
facilitate their agreement on, and phased implementation of, the SADC Trade Protocol
leading to a Southern African Free Trade Area.

Additionally, USAID’s Regional Trade and Comparative Advantage Project provides a series of
analytical studies addressing regional trade issues and the impact of regional trade on agricultural
production, comparative advantage, and food security in Eastern and Southern Africa. Results of
such analyses are provided to national policymakers to help identify the impacts of evolving trade
rules and arrangements.

More details on USAID and its technical assistance programs in Africa are in Part 111 of this
guide.

For USAID Africa Technical Assistance, contact:

Davio P. Dep

ATRIP ProcRrAM MANAGER

AFricA BUREALSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
RonaLo ReaGan BULDING, Ru. 4.06-114,

1300 PennsYLVANIA AVENUE, NLW.,
WasHineTon, D.C. 205234600

Ter, 202-712-0784

Fax: 202-216-3373

EmalL; DOD@USAID.GOY

USAID/Africa Bureau Web Site: hitp://www.info.usaid.gov/regions/afr/.
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Tmum DUTIES AND URUGUAY ROUND AGREEMENTS |

__ONGATT ARTICLES Vi

Countervailing measures are a unilateral remedy applied by a Member after an investigation by that
Member and a determination that the criteria set forth in the Agreement on Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures (SCM) are satisfied. The substantive criteria require that a Member not
impose a countervailing measure unless it determines that there are subsidized imports and injury. In-
depth procedural requirements regulate the conduct of countervailing investigations and the
imposition and maintenance in place of countervailing measures. A failure to respect either the
substantive or procedural requirements can be taken to dispute settlement and may be the basis for
invalidation of the measure.

The WTO framework of rules governing anti-durmping and subsidies/countervailing duties
includes GATT 94 Asticle VI (relating to Anti-Dumping and Countervailing Duties), Article XVI
governing subsidies, and the Uruguay Round Agreement on Implementation of Article VI. Technical
assistance with administration of Anti-Dumping/Countervailing Duties laws in conformity with
GATT/WTO requirements is available from the WTO, and the International Trade Centre
UNCTAD/WTO.

World Trade Organization - WTO

As the international body responsible for the administration of the GATT/WTO framework of global
trade rules, and the body with the longest history of involvement with Anti-Dumping and Subsidies/
Countervailing Duties matters, the WTO historically has provided technical assistance in these two
complex substantive trade areas, including:

e Regional and country seminars on Anti-Dumping/Countervailing Duty laws and procedures
providing the expertise of personnel of its Rules Division and outside consultants.

¢ Review and assist in the drafting of GATT/WTO-conforming laws and procedures
emphasizing the substantive and transparency/procedural requirements of the relevant
GATT/WTO anti-dumping/ countervailing duty provisions.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part I1I of this guide.
For more information on WTO technical assistance in the area of Anti-Dumping administration,
contact:

Rutes Davision

WorLD TRADE ORGARIZATION {WTO)
154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GeneEva 21, SWITZERLAND
Ter 41-22-739-5112

Fax: 41-22-739-5505

and/or
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JEAR-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECKNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DiviSION
WoRrLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

TeL: 44-22-739-5237

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL JEAN-MAURICE.LEGER@WTO.0RG

WTO Web Site: http://www.wio.org

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO -~ ITC

The International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO (ITC), Geneva, has produced and distributed a
handbook entitied “Anti-Dumping Proceedings: Guidelines for Importers and Exporters.”
More details on the ITC are in Part III of this guide.
For information on obtaining the 1TC’s handbook on Anti-Dumping, contact:

BERNARD ANGEL, CHIEF

TRADE INFORMATION SECTION

DivisioN OF PRODUCT AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE UNCTADMWTO
PaLals DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-730-0276

Fax: 41-22.733-4439

EMAIL: ANCEL@)INTRACEN.ORG

ITC Web Site: htip://www.intracen.org

U.N. Conference on Trade and Development - UNCTAD

UNCTAD, as part of its Positive Agenda for Trade project, has provided two workshops in Africa
dealing with the GATT/WTO framework of global trade rules that has included discussion of WTO
trade remedies, e.g., anti-dumping and countervailing duties.

More details on UNCTAD and its technical assistance activities are in Part I1I of this guide.

For more information on UNCTAD’s trade remedy assistance, contact:

MurraY G1BBS, CHIEF

TRACE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC ISSUES BRANCH

DivistoN ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE iN GOoDS, SERVICES, COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

PaLais DES NATIONS

CH-1211 Geneva 10, SWTZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-907-5920

Fax: 41-22-967-0044

EmALL: MurRaY.GOBSS@UNCTAD.oRG

UNCTAD’s Web Site for the Positive Agenda for Trade:
http://www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm




107

TRANSPARENCY (ADMINISTRATIVE & REGULATORY)

Transparency of Member countries’ trade regimes is one of the basic principles of the GATT,
embodied in (a) the publication and discoverability requirements of GATT Article X; (b) the
numerous notification requirements of the GATT and the Uruguay Round agreements; and (c) the
operation of the WTO Trade Policy Review Mechanism {TPRM). The goal of all of these is to
contribute to the transparency of national trade regimes so that other WTO Member countries and
trading partners can discover, understand, and evaluate the nature and scope of such regimes and the
degree to which they adhere to the basic requirements of the GATT/WTO framework of global rules
for international trade.

World Trade Organization - WTO

The WTO’s TPRM involves a periodic and thorough review of nearly all aspects of a Member
nation’s trade policies and trade regime. The process operates on the basis of: (1) an initial report to
the WTO by the government concerned detailing the legal/regulatory, policy, and
procedures/practices aspects of its trade regime; (2) a subsequent intensive analysis prepared by the
WTO Secretariat’s Trade Policy Review Body; and (3} when these have been completed and
circulated to other WTQO Members, establishment of a Working Group whose members {generally
major trading partners of the country reviewed) meet with trade and other officials of the government
concernied and dialogue about the findings.

The WTO maintains a Trade Policy Review Division charged with the operation of the TPRM
reviews. The WTO provides assistance to facilitate this process for developing countries. In this
regard, the WTO offers:

¢ Regional and national seminars, either generally covering WTO practices and procedures
which include discussion of the TPRM process and/or specifically address the requirements
and procedures of the TPRM.

e Technical services to developing countries to assist in the preparation of the “memorandum
of trade regime,” which initiates the process.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part 111 of this guide.



108

For specific information on the operation of the TPRM or the status of TRPM reviews, contact
the:

Traoe Poticies Review Division
WoRLD TRaDE ORGANIZATION (WTO)
154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 Geneva 21, SWITZERLAND
TeL: 41-22-739-5416

Fax: 41-22-739-5765

For additional information on WTO technical assistance activities, including assistance with the
TPRM, contact:

JEan-Maurice LEGER, DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING Division
WoRrLD TRabg ORGANIZATION (WTO)

TeL: 41-22-739-5611

Fax: 41-22-739-5776

EMAIL: JEAN-MAURICE.LEGER@WTO.ORG

WTO Web Site: http://www.wto.org
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] WTO M!SSIONS {IN GENEVA (REPRESENTATION PART[CIPATION NEGOTIATION SUPPORT,

STRUCTURE)

One of the problems confronting deveIOpmg nations that establish missions or other delegations at
the WTO is that their personnel frequently arrive in Geneva without significant exposure to or
understanding of the nature of the multilateral trading system, the GATT/WTO framework of global
rules for international trade, or the functions, operations, and procedures of the WTQ. Orientation to
the WTO is critical for such personnel to operate efficiently and effectively in representing the
interests and concerns of their country.

World Trade Organization (WTO)

The WTO is the agency providing most of the on-site Geneva technical assistance to respond to these
needs. It makes available:

e 12 to 14 Week Trade Policy Courses for national trade officials and Geneva-based mission
staff that are designed to widen their understanding of the multilateral trading system, the
role and function of the WTQ within that system, trade policy matters, and the operations and
procedures of the WTO.

¢ Briefing Sessions in Geneva-held for visiting trade officials and Geneva mission staff to up-
date them on current WTO issues and recent developments in the WTO work program.

More details on the WTO and its technical assistance activities are in Part III of this guide.
For more information on WTO technical assistance for Geneva Mission staff, contact:

Jean-MAURICE LEGER, DIRECTOR
TecHMCAL COOPERATION Diviston
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATICN — WTO
154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 GeNevA 21, SWITZERLAND
Tev 41-22-739-5611

Fax; 41-22-738-5776

EMAIL: JEAN-MAURICE LEGERIBIWTO.ORG

WTO Web Site: http:/fwww.wto.ore

Joint Integrated Program - JITAP

The Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least-Developed and Other African
Countries (JITAP) provides technical assistance to familiarize and orient developing country
delegations or missions to the WTO. This Geneva-based assistance, coordinated closely with the
WTQ, includes:

» Workshops for Mission Staff on WTO operations and procedures
* Briefing Sessions on current issues of WTO operations/negotiations.

More details on JITAP are in Part HT of this guide.
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For more information on JITAP’s Geneva-based assistance programs, contact:

JEAN-MARGC FORTIN

TecHNICAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING Division
WoRLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE DE LAUSANNE

CH-1211 Gengva 10, SwITZERLAND

Tew 41-22-739-5207

Fax: 41-22-739-5764

EMAIL: JEAN-MARC.FORTINEDWTO.CRG

JITAP Web Site: hitp://www iitap.org
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Part III. Technical Assistance by Provider
Organization

This section offers an overview of the range of major organizations that offer WTO-related technical
assistance. Multilateral, regional and bilateral provider organizations are described, together with the
programs that they deliver.

A. MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS—SINGLE PROVIDER

Eight major multilateral institutions operate as single providers of trade-related technical assistance
for sub-Saharan Africa.

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION ~ WTO

The World Trade Organization (WTO) came into existence on January 1, 1995 under one of the
agreements signed at Marrakesh in 1994 as part of the Final Act that concluded the Uruguay Round.
The WTO oversees the implementation of the GATT 1994 and the Uruguay Round Agreements,
serves as a forum for consultation and negotiation, and facilitates the interpretation, application, and
resolution of trade disputes among WTO members. The WTO currently counts 135 member
countries, including 41 African nations, while another 30 countries have requested to be considered
for admission. Of the WTO’s 135 members, some 100 have elected the self-described status as
“developing countries,” 48 of which have been designated by the United Nations as “Least
Developed Countries,” of which 33 are located in Africa. Nearly 90 percent of overall global trade is
now governed by the WTQ’s framework of international trade rules.

WTOQO's Technical Assistance

As the central point of reference for the formuijation, interpretation, and understanding of global trade
rules for the multilateral trading system, the WTO is significantly involved in nearly all aspects of
technical cooperation and assistance to help member countries benefit from trade liberalization, with
special concern for accommodating the needs of developing and Least Developed countries.

The WTO exercises flexibility to best tailor its technical cooperation activities to the needs and
priorities of individual countries, groups of countries or regions. This flexibility is exercised through
a variety of instruments for delivering such assistance: seminars, workshops, technical missions,
briefing sessions, and trade policy training courses.

The WTO’s goal is to respond specifically to the requirements of members both in the content
and in the format of each activity, determined on a case-by-case basis. In particular, its 12 to 14 week
trade policy courses are designed to widen participating officials’ understanding of trade policy
matters, the multilateral frading system, international trade law, and the functioning of the WTO.
Knowledge acquired is intended to improve the effectiveness of participants’ work in their national
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administrations and to promote their countries’ more active participation in the work of the WTO.
Main course components include:

Lectures, presentations and discussions on WTO agreements to acquaint participants with
the economics of trade policy; formulation/implementation of trade policy; provisions of all
Uruguay Round agreements and WTO legal instruments; and the structure, scope, and
functioning of the WTO system.

Four-day workshop on negotiation techniques to provide participants with an
understanding of the psychology, process, and substance of trade negotiations and basic skills
for the negotiating process via participation in simulations of general and trade-specific
(tariffs, subsidies) negotiations.

Lectures on the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding and simulation exercises to
facilitate practical understanding of how trade issues are developed, cases are prepared and
disputes resolved.

Policy debate simulation exercises oriented toward the preparation for and involvement in a
Cabinet-level debate on tariff issues and formuiation of national trade policies consistent with
the requirements of the WTO.

Personal research projects wherein participants develop their ideas on a particular trade
policy-related topic and make short presentations of their analytical results and viewpoints

gained.

Technical assistance is made available and administered through the Secretariat’s Technical
Cooperation and Training Division. In its provision of technical assistance to developing and least-
developed countries, that Division works closely with the Secretariat’s Committee on Trade and
Development, the WTO body that deals directly with issues of particular interest to developing
countries. In 1995 that committee established its Sub-Committee on Least-Developed Countries,
which was specifically mandated to address issues of concern to least-developed countries. In
October 1996, the Committee on Trade and Development adopted Guidelines for Technical
Cooperation, which provide the basis for the WTO’s technical cooperation and training activities and
defines the objectives and principles for technical assistance to developing countries. These
Guidelines establish that the “Objectives and Principles” for WTO technical cooperation with
Developing Countries should:

Assist in the full integration of beneficiaries into the multilateral trading System and

contribute to the expansion of their trade.

Strengthen and enhance institutional and human capacities in the public sector for an

appropriate participation in the multilateral trading system

Be demand-driven and adapted to recipient needs, in particular with respect to the best suited

modes of delivery.

Be complementary to and supportive of recipients’ efforts to identify their own requirements.

Keep a geographical balance, while giving priority to least-developed countries, in particular

African countries, and to low-income economies.

Cover subject matters within the competence and expertise of the WTO, in particular:

—to improve knowledge of multilateral trade rules and WTO working procedures and
negotiations;
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—to assist in the implementation of commitments in the multilateral trading system and full
use of its provisions, including the effective use of the dispute settlement mechanism
» Be fully and closely coordinated with other assistance provided by multi-lateral and bilateral
institutions.
¢ Be administered by the Secretariat and reviewed by Members, in accordance with operational
directives and implementation modalities to be established by the Committee on Trade and
Development.

The guidelines also contain “operational directives” relating to: (1) modes of delivery; (2) long-
term engagement; (3) international coordination, with (a) international and regional institutions
dealing with trade-related matters and (b} bilateral development assistance in trade-related matters;
and (4) management, including (a) transparency, (b) funding, and (c) monitoring and evaluation. The
15 October 1996 Guidelines for WTO Technical Cooperation are found on
http//www.wto.org/eol/e/wtoQ1Avtol 23.htm In addition to the Guidelines, the Committee on Trade
and Development has mandated the Secretariat to develop a “WTO Program for Technical
Cooperation” (the “three year plan”) and a “Manual on Technical Cooperation and Training"
(http://www.wto.org/tet/ctd14.htm). The Secretariat also prepares the equivalent of an annual report,
its “Report on Technical Cooperation and Training” that summarizes its technical assistance/training
activities each year (The edition for 1997 can be found in Part V.). The WTO also recently initiated
use of questionnaires for the purpose of obtaining client-developed assessments of its technical
cooperation activities, with the first evaluation report to be issued in early Spring 2000.

The purpose of the three-year plan is to describe generally the proposed nature and scope of—
and the funding bases for—the WTQO’s technical assistance/training programs for the next three
years. For example, its current three year plan (1999-2001) foresees seminars and other forms of
technical assistance for the year 2000 concentrating on the following areas: (1) Agriculture and SPS
Agreements; (2) Market Access Issues, including tariff schedules, the agreements on Customs
Valuation and Rules of Origin, and the Integrated Data Base; (3) Agreement on Textiles/Clothing;
(4) Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade; (5) the TRIPS Agreement; (6) the General Agreement
on Trade in Services (GATS); (7) the “Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program for Selected
Least-Developed and Qther African Countries {JITAP), (8) Trade and Environment; (9) Accessions;
and (10) Dispute Settlement. In fact, because of the relatively smail direct budget of the WTQ for
such activities and the inability to predict supplementary contributions, and because most activities
are demand-driven by the needs expressed by Member countries, the vast majority of actual WTO
assistance activities carried out do not typically adhere to the three-year plan. Nevertheless, the plan
reflects the primary focus of the WTO on Africa in attempting to structure and to prioritize its
technical cooperation and training activities.

Types of WTO Trade-refated Technical Assistance

As indicated, WTO technical cooperation activities are largely demand driven. Generic types of
assistance provided are determined on a case-by-case basis, but the basic types of assistance can be
summarized as follows:

Organized at a national, regional, or sub-regional level. Some are specialized—focused on a
narrowly defined subject, e.g., anfi-dumping, customs valuation, subsidies/countervailing duties—
while others cover a broader range of facets of the multilateral trading system, e.g., functioning of
the WTO or Resuifs of the Uruguay Round.

Seminars
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Workshops Generally focused on a particular area of frade palicy. In addition to theoretical explanations,
participants are asked fo take an active part in case studies and simulations, e.qg., rade
negofiations.

Technical Missions Designed to assist countries in drafting and preparing legislation and regulations, and in meefing

notification requirements as well as fo facilitate understanding of specific frade policy issues of
concern to them.

Briefing Missions Generally held for Geneva-based delegations and visiing officials to up-date them on recent
developments in the WTO work program.

Legal Assistance Specific echnical assistance is provided in the area of dispute settlement. The services of a legal
expert are availzble upon request to developing country Members.

Training Courses Are available on the rules and procedures for setilement of disputes under the Dispute
Seftlernent Undersianding.

Reference Cenlers Provision of computer equipment, internet connection, and training for the operation of a WTO

Reference Center in each trade ministry.

Information Technology A computer—baseq interactive tool has been developed to facillztate dissems:nation of information
on the WTO multilateral trading system. A first package is available as a pilot on CD-ROM and
through the internet, which covers all the concepts developed in a normal 4 to 5 day seminar.

Since the creation and entry into force of the WTO, over 600 technical cooperation activities had
been organized through mid-1998, with major efforts directed toward assisting African countries. In
1998 alone, the WTO carried out 299 separate technical cooperation and training activities, an
increase of 31 percent over 1997, including programs for some 34 least-developed nations. Of all its
technical cooperation activities carried out in 1998, for example, 140 or 47 percent were fully
organized by the WTO, while 58 or 19 percent were jointly organized by the WTO and other
organizations, and, in the remaining 101, the WTO was invited to participate in activities initiated
and sponsored by other bodies or organizations. In 1998, in Africa alone, the WTO provided some 93
technical assistance activities.

Among the areas of substantive focus undertaken by these activities were:

¢ National, regional, and sub-regional seminars/workshops on the WTO-based Multilateral
Trading Sysiem and on specific Uruguay Round agreements.

+ FEight regional seminars on Services, focusing particularly on the Financial Services
negotiations that were concluded in December 1997.

e Training courses on Dispute Settlement procedures and practices, both in Geneva and in
various regions, emphasizing rules/procedures and practical simulation exercises.

Regional seminars on Trade and Environment.
Short trade policy courses for least-developed countries.

e Briefing sessions on a regular basis for Geneva-based missions and visiting trade officials of
least-developed countries, developing countries, economies in transition and countries in the
process of accession.

¢ Technical Missions on notification requirements.

¢ Technical Missions on the WTQO Accession process for couniries contemplating accession to
the WTO. .

e Technical assistance in the preparation of the Trade Policy Reviews of Developing and
Least-Developed Member countries.

In addition to the above continuing forms of technical assistance, the WTO organized a “Geneva
Week” for Non-Resident Delegations in November 1999. The event was intended to involve
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representatives from governments without permanent representatives to the WTO in Geneva, making
available to them information about the forthcoming Seattle Ministerial and the new round of
multilateral trade negotiations as well as technical assistance available from the WTO and other
international organizations with offices in Geneva. Among topics addressed were:

e Participation in the WTO: opportunities for small developing countries, resources available,
and how to use them

» Policy Analysis for and capacity-building in developing countries: contribution of
international organizations.

+ WTO information and assistance in trade and development matters.

e Preparation for Seattle, including introduction to the issues, implementation and the Buili-in
Agenda.

e Other elements of the WTO work program and immediate decisions at Seattle.

e Practical arrangement for the Seattle meeting: How will it work? What can delegates expect?

Coordination of WTO Assistance Activities

The WTO has made concerted efforts to enhance the coordination of its technical cooperation
activities with those of other international agencies. With the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD), it jointly funds the activities of the International Trade Center. It
cooperates on an agency-specific basis with those international bodies with a specific technical focus
under the Uruguay Round agreements, such as the International Organization for Standardization
(1SO), the World Customs Organization (WCO), and the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPQ). It also contemplates a significant increase in its regional activities through agreements for
delivery of certain technical assistance by United Nations regional economic commissions or
secretariats in partnership with and under the quality control of the WTO.

Moreover, the WTO has worked closely through “joint venture” type arrangements with a
number of international agencies to provide technical assistance to developing and least-developed
countries. In 1996, the WTO and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) entered into
an agreement for cooperation between them on legal-technical assistance for the benefit of
developing countries with regard to implementation of the Uruguay Round TRIPS Agreement.
Subsequently they launched a joint initiative in July 1998 to assist WTO Member developing
countries to meet the January 1, 2000 deadline for compliance with the TRIPS Agreement. Other
such initiatives include the JITAP , an effort by the WTO, UNCTAD, and the ITC and the
“Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least-Developed Countries™ (IF),
an effort by the WTO, World Bank, IMF, ITC, UNCTAD, and UNDP. The WTO also cooperates
with World Bank Institute, whose International Trade and Development Center offers a number of
trade-related training and technical assistance activities for developing countries.

Financing/Funding of WTO Technical Assistance

Technical cooperation activities are financed through the regular WTO annual budget as well as
through additional, voluntary, extra-budgetary contributions from Members into the WTO Trust
Fund. Only 10 to 12 percent of the WTO’s provision of technical assistance is funded directly from
the WTO budget, while over 80 percent is funded by donations from Member countries, often for
specifically-earmarked uses. For example, in 1997/98, donations to the WTO Trust Fund were made
by the following Member countries: Hong Kong, China; Japan (for a regional seminar in Asia);
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Netherlands (for countries in accession); New Zealand (for Pacific Forum Island Member countries};
Norway (for sub-Saharan least developed nations); and Switzerland (for Central and Eastern

European Countries).

How to Request WTO Technical Assistance

The WTO’s Manual on Technical Cooperation and Training indicates how Member countries should
request technical assistance. Requests for assistance should normally be made before the beginning
of the year in which the activity is to be undertaken. The request for assistance should be directed to
the Director, Technical Cooperation and Training Division at the WTO. Generally speaking, the
process for requesting/obtaining such assistance involves five steps: (1) filing the request; (2)
cooperating with the WTO to define the exact nature of the assistance requested; (3) coordinating
with other international organizations who may participate or fund or otherwise be involved with the
assistance; (4) delivery of the assistance; and (5) follow-up to assess the effectiveness and value of
the assistance.

WTO Contact Points and Web Sites
For additional information on WTO technical assistance activities, contact:

MR. J.-M. LEGER, DIRECTOR

TecHwmcAL COOPERATION AND TRAINING DIVISION
WoRLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

154 RUE BE LAUSANNE,

1211 Gengva 21

SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-739-5237

Fax; 41-22-739-5764

EMAILZ MA]LTG‘.JEAN-MAURICE.LEGER@WYOJORG

WTO Web Site: http://www.wto.org

A useful “Interactive Guide to the WTO and Developing Countries” can be downloaded from the
WTO Web Site at: hitp://www.wto.org/wto/downioad/downicad.htm




117

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT — UNCTAD
—

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was established as a
permanent intergovernmental body of the United Nations with responsibilities in the areas of trade
and development. It operates as the focal point within the United Nations system for the integrated
treatment of development and interrelated issues of international trade, finance, technology,
investment, and sustainable development. It has as its goal to maximize the trade, investment and
development opportunities of developing countries and to assist them in confronting the challenges
posed by globalization and integration into the global economy on an equitable basis. It currently has
188 member States, with its Secretariat headquartered in Geneva.

UNCTAD's Technical Assistance

UNCTAD undertakes activities in the following areas: Globalization and Development Strategies;
International Trade in Goods, Services, and Commodities; Investment, Technology and Enterprise
Development; Services Infrastructure for Development and Trade Efficiency; and special services for
Least Developed, Land-Locked and Island Developing Countries. The UNCTAD promotes
development in two ways: one, by supporting multilateral policy discussions designed to promote
international economic cooperation for development; and the other through its technical cooperation
programs that assist developing countries to overcome practical obstacles to sustainable
development.

UNCTAD’s technical cooperation activities may be grouped under five broad headings: (1)
international trade; (2) sustainable development; (3) financial resources; (4) investment, fechnology
and enterprise development; and (5) transportation. In the area of trade, the UNCTAD’s activities
include: technical assistance on issues relating to the multilateral trading system; the Automated
System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA); the Trade Point Program; its Trade Analysis and
Information System (TRAINS); and the TRAINFORTRADE program. In particular, its technical
assistance relating to the multilateral trading system focuses on capacity-building in trade policy
formation and implementation, trade negotiation, and the identification and treatment of current
international trade-related issues, as well as assistance to countries acceding to the WTQO.

UNCTAD?’s Goals. In its assistance programs, the UNCTAD seeks to: contribute to a better
understanding of international economic problems and of their solutions; strengthen countries’
negotiating capacities in international trade, finance, and investment; help countries improve systems
and procedures for trade expansion; contribute fo national policy development, in particular the
relationship between trade, technology, finance, and investment; and promote cooperation among
developing countries. These technical assistance activities are defined by: (a) their demand-driven
nature; (b) their focus on human and institutional capacity-building; (c) the priority given least-
developed countries; (d) their integration with its analytical work and its support for
intergovernmental deliberations; (e) a degree of flexibility in the forms of technical cooperation and
in the modes of delivery; and (f) cooperation and partnership with other organizations.

The Positive Agenda for Trade. In 1996, the UNCTAD IX, held in Midrand, South Africa,
adopted a revised mandate for the organization and significant reforms relating to its work program,
the structure of the Secretariat, its administrative and management structure, and improved
coordination with other organizations. UNCTAD [X generated a “Positive Agenda for Trade™
focusing particular attention on issues related to the future trade agenda, trade in goods, preferences.
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services, competition policy, trade and environment, investment and trade facilitation. The Positive
Agenda aims at promoting more effective preparation of developing countries for the new

negotiating round likely to be initiated at the WTO Seattle Ministerial Conference in Seattle in early
December. It seeks to assist developing countries prepare for the new round by helping them to
understand the multilateral negotiating process; articulate their interests; support necessary economic,
trade and legal analyses; and master effective negotiating techniques.

Types of UNCTAD Trade-Related Technical Assistance

Positive Agenda assistance is being provided through meetings of experts to address specific issues
likely to be on the agenda of any new round that could have major implications for development,
regional seminars and inter-regional workshops (for Asia, Africa, and Latin America) and training
programs. This year, UNCTAD sponsored two workshop for Africa held in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire
and Pretoria, South Africa, which focused on development of a proactive agenda for African
countries in international trade negotiations, in particular, preparations for a new WTO-sponsored
MTN round and negotiations between the European Union and the ACP for a successor to the Lomé
IV Convention. The Pretoria exercise included a prioritization of issues of concern to African
countries. These included concerns emanating from existing Urugnay Round Agreements (trade
remedies, TRIMS, TRIPS, TBT, and dispute settlement) as well as new issues emanating from the
Singapore Ministerial and other African meetings (Trade and Environment, Trade and Investment,
Trade and Competition Policy, Transparency in Government Procurement, Trade Facilitation, and
African regional integration).

UNCTAD programs included a regional conference in Sun City, South Africa for Senior
Advisers to Ministers of Trade of Least-Developed Countries on “Proposals for a Comprehensive
New Plan of Action in the Context of the Third WTO Ministerial Conference.” That program
addressed prospective proposals and formulated recommendations for such issue areas as
Agriculture, SPS/TBT, Industrial Subsidies, Industrial Tariffs, Rules of Origin, Notification
Obligations, Dispute Settlement, GATS and Financial Services, TRIPS, TRIMS, and Trade and
Competition Policy.

The UNCTAD also sponsored a weeklong training course in Geneva in June/July 1999 for
developing country trade officials on “International Economic Law, Dispute Settlement, and
International Organizations.” That course addressed such law-related topics as “The Law and
Economics of GATT and the WTO," the “WTOQO Dispute Settlement Understanding,” the “WTO
Appellate Review System," and dispute resolution aspects of the TRIPS and TRIMS Agreements.

Coordination of UNCTAD Assistance Activities

The UNCTAD co-funds with the WTO the activities of the UNCTAD/WTO International Trade
Centre (described following) and co-operates with both the WTO and the ITC in sponsoring and
partially funding the Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Program in Selected Least-Developed and
Other African Countries (JITAP). It is also one of six international agencies that sponsors the wider-
ranging Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least Developed
Countries. UNCTAD also has provided technical assistance for a multiyear UNDP-financed

program—-“Capacity Building for Trade and Development in Africa” to provide support to African
ambassadors to the WTO and negotiators expected to participate in the WTO Seattle Ministerial. The
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activity involves the preparation and presentation by UNCTAD of a number of sub-regional seminars
in Africa and workshops for African negotiators based in Geneva and Brussels.

Financing/Funding of UNCTAD Technical Assistance

As of October 1999, the UNCTAD was implementing some 300 projects for an annual delivery of
assistance of approximately US $20 million, with approximately 33 percent expended for programs
in Africa. While it has an operating budget of some US$ 50 million, funding for UNCTAD"s
technical cooperation activities comes mostly from extra-budgetary resources, e.g., from the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the European Commission, development financing
institutions (particularly the World Bank), foundations, and individual donor countries.

UNCTAD Contact Points and Web Sites
For more information on UNCTAID’s technical assistance activities, contact:

Mr. MURRAY GigBS, CHIEF

TRADE ANALYSIS AND SYSTEMIC ISSUES BRANCH

DivistON ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS, SERVICES, AND COMMODITIES
UNCTAD

Patais bes NaTioNS

CH-1211 GenEva 10,

SWITZERLAND

TeL: 41-22-807-5920

Fax: 41-22-907-0044

EnalL: MURRAY.618BSEIUNCTAD oRG

UNCTAD Web Sites :

UNCTAD General Description/Activities: hitp://www.unctad.org

Technical Cooperation Programs: hitp://www.unctad.org/en/techcop/techcop.htm
Positive Agenda for Trade: htip//www.unctad.org/en/posagen/whatis.htm
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l UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION - FAO

Founded in 1945 and headquartered in Rome, Italy, the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAQ) was designed to raise the nutritional levels and living standards of people
worldwide; improve food and agricultural production and distribution; and increase the quality of life
of rural people. It implements advisory and technical assistance programs and advises governments
on all aspects of agrarian policy and planning. It provides the principal world forum for member
nations to discuss agricultural and food-related problems; collects, analyzes, and disseminates food
and agricultural information; and recommends international policy concerning world trade in food
and agricultural commodities and legislation on genetic resources, food standards, and the
environment.

FAQ's Technical Assistance

The FAO’s Technical Cooperation Department (TCD) manages its technical Cooperation Program
(TCP), with overall responsibility for technical assistance including policy and investment-related
assistance and the formulation and implementation of in-country, sub-regional, and regional
programs and projects. The TCD undertakes activities through its headquarters staff in Rome and,
increasingly, its decentralized offices in recipient countries and its field project staff.

The FAO provides technical assistance in the area of agricultural and food policy, assisting
developing countries in capacity building for policy analysis and formulation and for implementation
of the Uruguay Round Agriculture Agreement and Sanitary/Phytosanitary (SPS) and Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreements. For the latter two, FAO works in particular, through the
adoption of Codex Alimentarius international standards and guidelines. In the area of the Agriculture
Agreement, it provides technical assistance with regard to commedity market assessments, analysis
of special issues and assessment of the Agreement’s implication for trade and domestic food and
agricultural policies. It also assists in the reformulation of national food regulations to bring them
into conformity with international standards and in establishing SPS- and TBT-compliant
import/export food inspection and certification programs. In the area of plant protection, the FAO
provides assistance for the strengthening and updating of national quarantine programs. (See
http://www fao.org/ur/ or hitp.//www.fao.org/ur/factech.stm)

Types of FAO Trade-Related Technical Assistance

FAO technical cooperation includes policy advice, assistance, and training designed to strengthen
national capacity for agricultural and food policy analysis and planning. It designs and organizes
training programs implemented in cooperation with national or regional training institutions and
produces extensive training materials. Its in-service and on-the-job training is tailored to a country’s
specific needs and provides training in policy analysis, sectoral analysis, investment project analysis,
and decentralized development. In addition to training on technical subjects, it conducts sessions for
trainers on training methods and techniques. Among its many generic types of assistance are the
following:

s Capacity-Building training programs in:
—policy analysis and development;
— formulation of food standards;
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~—analysis of safety issues and SPS/TBT requirements, including risk analysis/assessment,
inspection techniques and procedures, analytical methods, food laboratory management;

—development of country officials’ capacities for production and consumption tracking and
trade statistics utilization.

e Production of training manuals, covering for example food inspection, food for export, and
fish inspection and quality assurance.

¢  Workshops and regional conferences/seminars on WTO-related topics for farmers’
organizations, and on the Uruguay Round Agreement requirements for government officials,

e.g., the relationship between plant protection and international trade.

+ Long-Term outlook studies on commodity trends and forecasts.

Dissemination of data (e.g., on global animal diseases status).

Legislative drafting and support for development of SPS/TBT-consistent national

legislation.
¢ Assessments of agricultural/food trade policies on world production, consumption, and

prices.
¢ Review and advice on:

—appropriate food and forestry policies;

— identifying consequences of changes in trade restrictions;

—regulations covering IPR, seed production;

—establishment/implementation of a plant variety mechanisny

—quantitative import risk analysis/assessment;

—disease surveillance and quantitative epidemology;

— SPS/TBT-related concepts of “equivalency," “risk,”" and “transparency."

Preparing for a new reund of negotiations. The Uruguay Round brought the agricultural sector
under a new set of multilateral rules and disciplines covering market access, domestic support, and
export subsidies. It also launched a reform process with the long-term objectives of achieving a
substantial progressive reduction in support and protection in this sector and of establishing a fair and
market-oriented agricultural trading system. The FAO believes developing countries need 1o be able
to better understand the implication of the Uruguay Round agreements and their implications for
their economies in order to be adequately prepared to participate effective in any further rounds of
multilateral trade negotiations for continuation of the reform process. In November 1996 the FAQO
was mandated to continue assisting developing countries on agricultural trade issues and, in
particuiar, “in preparing for future multilateral trade negotiations in agriculture, fisheries, and
forestry inter alia through studies, analysis and training." As part of its mandate to provide assistance
to its member countries the FAO is intensifying its assistance to member countries to enable them to
be better informed and prepared for such future negotiations.

The FAO, with the assistance of several donors, has mounted a worldwide program of workshops
for developing countries to assist them to:

¢ Understand fully the existing WTO Agreements, the rights and obligations of countries under
such agreements, and problems that have arisen in their implementation that may require
further negotiations.

¢ Analyze new issues likely to arise in the negotiating process and the implications of
proposed new international agreements on their national economies.

e Consider special issues of regional or sub-regional concern.
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The training program also provides information and guidance on electronic access to sources of
information covering interpretation, impact analyses, transition measures, Uruguay Round
implementation issues, and negotiating proposals in the forthcoming MTN round. A training kit will
be made available to all participants, covering in detail the Agriculture Agreement and the SPS/TBT
Agreements as well as the TRIPS Agreement. (See: http://www.fao.org/ur/umbreila.htm)

The FAO held a symposium for members in September 1999 in Geneva to address the
interrelationship between agriculture, economic development, and food security, on the one hand,
and, on the other, international trade in general and agricultural trade in particular. Major areas
discussed included (a) experience to-date with implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreement on
Agriculture, including its impact on world agricultural markets and on developing countries with
regard to agricultural production and trade and adapting agricultural and trade policies to WTO
commitments; (b) likely issues in the forthcoming negotiations on agriculture from the point of view
of developing countries, in particular their concerns to improve market access, reduce levels of trade-
distorting domestic support, eliminate export subsidies, and ensure trade in products of new
technologies are based on transparent, predictable, timely and science-based approval processes; and
(c) options with regard to domestic support, market access, export competition.

It held another conference in October 1999 in Melbourne, Australia on “International Food Trade -
beyond 2000” that focused on “science-based decisions, harmonization, equivalence, and mutual
recognition” in implementation of the Uruguay Round’s SPS and TBT Agreements, The conference
was designed to review actions taken by the FAQ, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
WTO to assist member governments to meet their SPS/TBT obligations. Overall, the FAO has
organized or is planning fourteen sub-regional workshops related to the forthcoming negotiations,
including four in Africa—three in Autumn 1999 (Dakar, Yaounde, and Addis Ababa) and one in the
Spring 2000 (Harare).

Coordination of FAO Assistance Activities

The FAO and WTO cooperate closely in facilitating the ability of WTO Member countries to draw
upon the expertise of the FAO in a number of specialized fields, while the FAO draws, as well, on
the WTO’s special competence in trade and trade-related issue areas. For example, the FAO’s Global
Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) provides information necessary for implementing
the WTO’s Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Program
on Least-Developed and Net Food-Importing Developing Countries. The FAO also provides

statistics and assesses the food security situation of WTO Member countries relative to the
Agriculture Agreement’s provisions on export prohibitions/restrictions. The FAO/WHO Codex

Alimentarius Commission is recognized as one of the three competent standard-setting bodies under
the WTO Sanitary Measures,

Financing/Funding of FAO Technical Assistance

The major source of financing for the FAO’s Uruguay Round-related technical assistance has been
the FAO’s own Regular Program Budget, which includes technical cooperation program funding.
Some extra-budgetary support is received from trust funds contributed by other international
organizations and donor countries for workshops and symposia on the Uruguay Round agreements.
But, because of financial constraints limiting its capacity to provide all technical assistance from its
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international donors.

How to Request FAO Technical Assistance

For most technical assistance activities, contact should be made either with the FAO office in-
country or with the FAQ’s Technical Cooperation Division in Rome, ltaly.

Countries will be invited to send five representatives to the future negotiation workshops. They
should be members of the country team participating in the multilateral trade negotiations or of any
team providing technical advice to the government on issues related to the agricultural negotiations
and their implementation.

FAO Contact Points and Web Sites
For FAO-WTO matters and general technical assistance:

MR. JAMES GREENFIELD, DIRECTOR
CoMmMoDITIES AND TRADE DHVISION
FAQ

VIALE DELLE TERME Di CARACALLA

00 100 Rome, FraLy

Tew: 39-6-570-53856

Fax: 39-6-570-54495

Eman: Janes GREENFIELDAIFAD.ORG

For the FAO Training Program in Forthcoming WTO Multilateral Negotiations:

PoLcy AsSISTANCE DiviSION

FAD

VIaLE DELLE TERME DI CARACALLA

00 100 Rome, ITaLy

Ter: 39-06-570-54838

Fax: 39-06-570-55107

EMAIL: MARIAGRAZIA. QUIETYEIFAG.ORG

OR: POUICY-TRAINING BFAQ.ORG

Web-Sites:

FAOQ’s general Web Site is: http://www.fao.org.

Its policy Web Site is http://'www.fao.0ore/ WAICENT/FAOINFO/TCD/Tca/defauit.htm
Hs policy training Web Sites is: hitp://swwww.fao.org/te/tca/ptrain.him

FAQ and the WTO: http://www.fao.orgfur/faowto.stm
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WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION

Founded in 1952 as the Customs Cooperation Council and renamed the World Customs Organization
in 1994, this organization has 150 national members and is headquartered in Brussels, Belgium The
WCO (a) establishes and administers international instruments for the harmonization and uniform
application of customs administration systems and procedures governing movement of people,
commodities, and conveyances across national borders and (b) promotes and facilitate member
countries’ cooperation with each other and with international organizations to enhance customs
administration and combat customs fraud and movement of hazardous materials across borders.

The WCO administers the Convention of the Valuation of Goods for Customs Purposes (1953),
the Convention on Nomenclature for the Classification of Goods in Customs Tariffs (1959) and the
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (1987) or “HS." The HS is used by some
165 nations to classify commodities representing over 95 percent of total world trade and is used by
most governments for trade policy analysis, formation, and negotiation. The WCO recently
facilitated adoption of the new International Convention on the Simplification and Harmonization of
Customs Procedures (Kyoto Convention) and, under a memorandum of understanding with the
WTO, provides technical management for the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement.

WCO Technical Assistance

The WCO provides the Customs authorities of its member countries with various forms of technical
assistance including regional/national seminars, training programs, technical and expert missions,
fellowships, and an Internet page with material useful to such authorities (http://www, wcoomd.org/).
The goal of such assistance is to achieve uniform interpretation and application of the Harmonized
System by member countries, enhance the operation of Customs laboratories, and equip and prepare
Customs administrators properly to implement the WTO Agreement on Customs Valuation. For a
complete overview of the WCO’s training and technical assistance program see
http://www.wcoomd.org/frmpublic.htm (click on “Human Resources Development Series”).

¢ Customs Reform and Modernization Program (CRM), the WCQ’s most important
capacity building activity. This features a customs integrity workshop. A regional customs
integrity workshop for east and southern Africa region (16 countries) will be offered in
January 2000.

e Regional/national seminars (5 days — English/French} on:

— amendment of the HS System and requirements for its uniform interpretation and
application;

—implementing the [WTO] Customs Valuation Agreement;

—technical, organizational, and legal aspects of an automated customs administration;

— development of a workplan and structure of customs operations for the control of
chemicals and drugs;

—combating commercial fraud and protection of intellectual property rights (funded by
private companies cooperating with the WCO};

—methods for dealing with money laundering and the proceeds of criminal activities;

—profiling and risk assessment for enforcement against carriers of smuggled goods; and



— Simplification and modernization of national customs procedures.

Expert missions (3-5 days — English and French) relating to:

—customs valuation: examination of existing valuation procedures and implementation
difficulties;

—customs valuation agreement obligations/requirements;

—measures for the effective application of the customs valuation agreement;

— diagnosing weaknesses in customs administration fraud enforcement and
recommendations for enhancement of enforcement efforts;

—mechanisms for dealing with valuation fraud under the customs valuation agreement; and

— WCO Regional Intelligence Liaison Offices: operations and sharing of information for
customs enforcement.

Technical assistance missions (5 days - English) on:

— simplifying customs procedures;

— information technology and electronic commerce: the UN/EDIFACT standard and
interface for exchange of business data;

—evaluation of a country’s proposed information technology system prior to putting it into
operation and its conformance with internationally-agreed standards; and

—techniques for country review of national customs administration procedures and
processes.

Advisory missions on Rules of Origin (2-3 days, English/French/Spanish) on the
implications of the draft Harmonized Rules of Origin convention and WTO/Uruguay Round
agreements.

Regional/national training courses (5-10 days, English and French). Training courses are

more formal and detailed than seminars and take the form of lectures supplemented by

practical exercises. Subjects include:

—development, structure, classification principles of the Harmonized System (HS);

—application/Implementation of the Customs Valuation Agreement;

—techniques of information/intelligence gathering for Customs enforcement;

—surveillance and controls to combat traffic in hazardous materials and endangered species;

—middle managers’ course in development of skills in customs administration human and
resource management.

—commercial fraud investigators’ course — skills for developing investigative procedures,
fraud analysis techniques and intelligence gathering; and

—benefits of customs/business cooperation and use of business information for risk
assessment.

Technical assistance services, including:
—study for national customs authorities of time require for release of goods and analysis and

recommendations for efficient, effective operation of the country’s customs clearance
procedures (5 days, English and French);

— Assistance with simplification and modernization of customs procedures and accession to
the Kyoto Convention and other international arrangements (1-2 weeks, English and
French);
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— Assistance for combating transshipment fraud (5 days, English and French); and Training
of trainers in member countries in communications skills and use of interactive and
progressive training methods (10 days, English).

o Fellowship programs, namely fellowships at WCO/Brussels for customs middle managers
to develop skills in customs administration and related human resources management with
studies in spec