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Section I: Technical Progress

I. A) Research Objectives:
Up to date, we managed to execute all objectives planned.
We had one pilot in Israel and Jordan in purpose to assess our planned
methodology. In addition, we held a joint workshop in Aqaba, with all
involved colleagues (see attachment one - workshop report from October
16, 2002), and last, a first successful field session (out of4 each year) held
simultaneously in Israel and Jordan.
Each field session, 16 sampling units across the Southern Arava Valley are
evaluated for their species diversity and abundance. These 16 units
represent 4 different landscape units that mosaic the valley and 2 major
different factors - (I) modern life which include intensive monoculture
agriculture, core settlements spread in the valley and fauna protection from
hunting, and (2) traditional life, including little agriculture, few
settlements, domestic grazing and hunting.

I. B) Research Accomplishment:
None to report. Still at preliminary stages.

I. C) Scientific Impact of Cooperation:
Collaboration is excellent. Communication is mainly with the Jordanian
coordinator, who's in touch with both co-PIs in Jordan as well as PI in
Israel. All Israeli members have met all Jordanian members; however
Jordanian field technicians and master student have yet to meet all Israelis
involved in the project. We hope on organizing another workshop to allow
mangling and introduction of everyone. The regional cooperative approach
benefits all since it allows us to ask and answer questions that otherwise
would be impossible.

I. D) Description of Project Impact:
We have not yet reached this point, however we hope that results from this
research would be an integral document of the regional councils and
developers to consider as part ofdevelopment plans.

I. E) Strengthening ofMiddle Eastern Institutions:
None to report.

I. F) Future Work:
The project is still in its very preliminary stages. The work is on schedule
and next simultaneous field session is schedule for end ofApril.
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Section II: Project Management and Cooperation

II. A) Managerial Issues:
The only concerns we had were regarding the fact that Jordanian financial
support came relatively late and we were afraid it might jeopardize
scheduled plans. It seems that our Jordanian colleagues have a time
consuming occupation with constant need to get and renew permits for
about everything, but they deal with it with professional and local wisdom.
Our co P.Is from Jordan are Dr. Yones Abu-Galun and Dr. Fares Khuri
from the Hashemite University at Zarka. Another difficulty we are facing
is with transferring equipment from Israel to Jordan. Using the same
equipment in both research group is important for standardization of the
methods. However, we have found creative ways to overcome this
difficulty.

II. B) Special Concerns:
None to report.

II. C) Cooperation, Travel, Training and Publications:
Meetings, workshops, and cross country visits have been one sides up to
now due to sensitive political situation and preferences ofthe Jordanian
colleagues:

Uri Shanas and Dalit Ucitel to Aqaba to discuss research plans.
Uri Shanas and Dalit Ucitel to Jordan in order to meet Dr. Abu-Galun and
Dr. Khuri.
Israeli team and guests to a day workshop in Aqaba, (see attachment one).
Dr. Uri Shanas, Elad Topel and Dalit Ucitel to Jordan for a day to meet
with the Jordanian team and finalize exact areas that will be sampled in the
coming year both in Jordan and Israel.
Dalit Ucitel to Jordan to transport field gear purchased for both side to
standardize field methods.
Uri Shanas to Jordan for three days to join pilot in Jordanian side.
Graduate students Idan Shapira and Elad Topel to Jordan for an overnight
to teach field techniques to Jordanian teaJiI.
Dalit Ucitel to Jordan for I day to exchange data after the end of first field
session.

We anticipate a continuous offlow ofIsraeli researchers to Jordan and
hope for a flow from the opposite direction. We do not have substantial
data yet to allow us potential publication.

II. D) Request for USAID Actions:
None to report.
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Stenodaetylus sthenodactylus (Lichtenstein's Short
fingered Gecko) found in high density acacia trees

sampling unit.

Tracks ofbeetles along drift fences leading to the
pitfuIls.

Gerbil/us nanus (Baluchistan gerbil) trapped in sand dune
sampling uniL
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foEME 0 Friends of the Earth Middle Ed

October 16, 2002

Attendees:

Workshop report

Mr. Munqeth Mehyar - Chairman: Friends of the Earth Middle East
and Jordan Society for Sustainable
Development, Jordan

Dr. Alon Tal- Director of Policy and Research Center at the Arava
Institute, Israel

Dr. Uri Shanas - Primary Investigator, University of Haifa, Israel
Dr. Yones Abu-Galun - Co-Primary Investigator, Zarka University,

Jordan
Mr. Khaled Nasser- Project coordinator, Jordan Society for

Sustainable Development, Jordan
Ms. Dalit Ucitel- Project coordinator, The Arava Institute, Israel
Mr. Shaham Mitler- Master's student, University ofHaifa, Israel
Mr. Idan Shapira- Master's student, University ofHaifa, Israel
Mr. Elad Topel- Master's student, Ben-Gurion University, Israel
Ms. Abby Lutman - Coordinator ofPolicy and Research Center at the

Arava Institute, Israel

Special guests: Prof. Tamar Dayan - Tel- Aviv University, Israel
Dr. Benny Shalmon - Biologist, Eilat region, Israel Nature and

National Parks Protection Authority, Israel
Mr. Abed Al Rahman Sultan- Environment and Investment, Friends

of the Earth Middle East, Jordan
Ms. Yael Mendelik. - Ph.D, candidate, Tel-Aviv University, Israel
Ms. Fedda Hajjer - "Good Water Neighbors" project manager,

Friends of the Earth Middle East, Jordan

The workshop was held on October 3, 2002 in Jordan at the beautiful new Marine
Park, south of Aqaba. The workshop was successful and empowering! Most people
involved in the project had the opportunity to meet and get to know each other.

Kibbutz Ketura D.N. Eilot 88840, Israel
Phone: 972-8-6356693; Fax: 972-8-6356634 Email: dalit@arava.org
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The following agenda was covered:

- We positioned our study in the global picture of the biodiversity crisis.

- Dr. Shanas, P.1., provided all with general expectations of study.

- Students and co-PIs presented their plans for research and possible questions within
the bigger scope of study.

- Dr. Shanas, P.I., provided general study design and work protocols.

- All attendees agreed on landscape units within the Southern Arava valley to be
thoroughly sampled during the study. These landscape units are:

1. Sand dunes
2. Semi-stabilized sand dunes
3. High acacia density
4. Margins of salt marches

- We also agreed that landscape units that are not an integral unit in the study would
be sampled on a single occasion. These landscape units are habitats we fear have
low fauna population densities and, with our given financial and manpower
capabilities, sampling would possibly not provide enough data to analyze and
provide meaningful results. These landscape units are:

1. Hamada
2. Alluvial fans
3. Center of salt marshes
4. Hills

- All attendees agreed that the Primary Investigator should involve a biD-statistician
on some design questions.

Dr. Alon Tal (left) and Mr. Munqeth Mehyar in conversation
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All workshop attendees at dinner in aqaba

Dr. Benni Shalmon (left) and Dr. Yones Abu-Galun in conversation
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Atlfu:hment two

Financial Status Report
Up to end ofFeb, 2003

Budget Item Israel Jordan
(in US$) (in US$)

Salaries 47,876 24,552
EQuipment & Software 9,801 9,200
Material & Supplies 5,687 6,000
Communications 1,719 2,067
Domestic Travel 2,650 2,200
International Travel 1,648 0
Workshop 1,889 2,367
Rental Car 8,954 4,167 II

Other Direct Cost 2,468 2,167
Overheard 12,404 7,908
Total 95,097 60,626
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