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The traditioilaL rote of women in the Istamic culture af the 
s ub-continent hais been receiving increasing attention since Pakistaa 
became an  independent nation in  194,7, Pakistan's violent bir?b, the 
result of euccesa;ful efforts b y  the Muslim minority of, British bdia  
f o r  partition, involved women in the i m p o r e n t  work of aiding a s - .  
placed persons in a nation to rn  by war. More importantly, Begum 
Ra'ana ~ i a ~ u k  ~ l i  Khan, wife at Pskiotanls first Prime Minister, 
h5tutjonalized the.ex+p&ding roie of yomea in the new natign by . 
organizing the Pakistan ~bmeq:. Voluntary Service. l This p a  the 
beginning of the "Women' s Movement in. Pakistan1'. Hundreds of,. . 
Muslim ,women responded to Begum Liaquatf s plea for volunteers to 
work in refugee campa, collect and distribute goods, clothing, medi- 
cine, and money; to help i n  hospitals; open and run  dispensaries,  
schools, and industrial homes. 

Under the guidance of Begum ~ i a ~ u a t ,  an Employment Exchange - 

Bureau, a Lost and Found Bureau, a Marriage Buram, -a Widow's- 
Eome, ahd an Abducted Womenls  Hame,were atso founded. Begum 
~ i q u a t ' s  efforts subsequently gave rise to womenls.movemeat with 
the National Defense sector by the foundation of the Pakistan Women's- 
National Guard (I?WNG) and the embryonic itage of a female vojce 
in labor Sy the formatioa.of. the Pakis tan Cottage Industries 

2 , " .  

-4 ssociation. 

From there early movements the Al l  Pakistan Women's Asso- 
ciation (APWA), an organization ere-ated solely fo r  the needs ,  
advancements and integration of womea into the nat ional  political 
and economic structure of Pzkistan, emerged, W i t h  groyiag 
industrialization, continued high birth rates, and the possibikity of 
future.£ood shortages, Pakistan's political and social leaders havg., 
increas ingly  begun to direct their. attention towards the need f o r  
women to become involved on a national. scale i n  t h e  labor force :, 
and th'e economy of their country. This year iq observance of % .. 
International Wornen's Year, women throughout the natiorzls cities 
are holding seminars, meetings and,gatherings on the status of , 

woman i n  Pakistan. Indeed, the stakus of women i n  Pakistan is a 
topic whose time is ripe f a r  =ploration, . A 



It is the purpose af this paper to .examine the traditional roLe - 

of women in- the Islamic culture of South Asia ,  and to evaluate 
changes iu their status in  terms of social relationships, opportuni- 
t ies in education aad economic participation. The paper is organi- 
zBd into three major sections. The first section describes the 
tra-dttional role of womea in Isla-c society in terms of the attitudes 
of Islam toward- women, the iastitution of purdah, and social status. . . 
In some instances the6geographic focus has been expanded beyond 
South A sia to iatlude the broader Islamic world, and in some cases 
regional' variations within South A sia have been disc  us sed, but the 
major emphasis has been directed toward describing conditions as 
they have traditionally existed in the area which is now organized a s  
Pakistan, 

The second section describes and evaluates changes in  the 
status of women in Pakis-n. Contemporary laws relating to 
women, attitudes toward purdah and opportunities in education and 
the economy are examined in an attempt t o  rneasu're the changing 
s ta tus  s f  women in Pakistan, Certain constraints have l imited the 
measurement of change, such as the availability of reliable female 
labor force data, and the prohibition against f ield research resuft- 
ing from the de4Zasation of Martial Law in March 1969. 
Field research, however, has opened up considerably in the last 
few years, and new information is l ikely to  be forthcoming in the 
near future. certain'  treads are observable in the available data 
and the constraints are not considered overwhelming, 

Section three provides a brief examination of the programs in 
Pakistan directed towards the improvement of the well-being of 
womea. Adult Literacy Programs, Industrial Homes and Materual 
Child Health (MCHJ Centers are examined in o r d e r  to determine 
h e i r  significance i n  enhancing the status of women. Integrated 
Programs are reviewed as model projects by which these programs 
could be integrated and expanded, based on the premise that a 
broader range of services and activities would attract a larger 
number of women. Population Planning Programs, while the objec- 
tives are oot specicica?ly de5igned to raise the status of women, 
are included i n  this section because of the large numbers of females 
ornployed in the programs and the anticipated long rangs impact. 



'IXADfTIONA L ROLE OF WOMEN 
.. . . ! - 

Traditional Islamic Attitudes Toward Women 

Pakistan is one of the few countries that incorporates religion 
i n  the Constituti.aea1 Laws, Islam is not only concerned with reli- 
gious-beliefs but is instead "an a l l - e m b r a c i n g  mode of life, " 5 

setting up political and economic taws as well a s  r u l e s  of social 

% 
..behavior. This. section details some of the most significant earlier 
attitudes of Islam towards therole of women. Speckfically, religious M 

participation, marriage, divorce and inheritance are examined. - 

Religious Participation .. .. . 

The introduction of Islam, among other things, was an attempt 
to raise the status of women in the Arab world. In many matters, 
equaiity between men and -omen is wri t ten in the scriptu-res of the 
Q uran.. , . 

-. . I .  * 

Women, according to the Quran, are equal to men as long as. 
they are good believers and are offered the reward of Paradise for 
t r u e  faith. The Quran further emphasizes the q u a l i t y  of mien 
and women, "I AIL not suffer the work of him among you that 
worketh, whether male or,female, t o  be lost. "? The iaithful people 
are: . . . the men and women who res ign  themselves (to Allah), 

believing women, devout men and devout  women, t iuthful  men 
and truthful women, patient men and patient women, humble 
men and humble women, almsgiving m e n  and almsgivicg wo- 
men, m e n  who fast and women who fast, chaste men and 
chaste women and m e n  and' women who often call upon the 
name of God-and God has prepared for  them forgiveness and 
a mighty recompense. 8 

The Quran states that "the first duty of a woman, as it is of a 
man, is to betieve in one God, 'Allah, which ?s the only means of 
salvation i n  the Hereafter, ' '  :It has been noted, however, that 
while Muslim women make regular  .pilgrimages to M e c c a ,  they 
attend ppayer s at the mosque only during festivals, and i n  both 
instances are separated from the men b y  a grille. .This separa- 
t ion xeilecrs the practice of purdah or seclusion of women, 



, - 
Marriage - .  

Prior ta adopting Islam, men were allowed t o  marry as many 
wives as they wanted, b u t  the Quran limited the number of wives 
to four. .The passage il;. Cia Quran states that "you m a y  marf y two, 
three or four wives, but not rrrare -. . , but if you cannot' deal equi- I 

tabLy and justly with ail, you shaU marry only one, Theiefore, 
Muhammed was in favor of one wife,'but.under certain circurn- 
stances the practice of plural wivso w i s  necessary for the preser- 

. vation of women from starvation o r -  ut ter  destitution. The' frequent - 

wars and the consequent decirnacon of the male. population increa- 
- sed the number oi widows, The primary reason for  taking on 

more than one wife was to care fo r  widowed women, particulasly 
sisters-in-laws, who were not able to support themselves, 

, " .. - 

In othe'r aspects coacemiag tfie k f e  or women, it is thought 
t b t  pre-Istam2c traditions must have influenced Muhmmedl  s 
views in the formulation of new laws. The Quran states  thst 
''Men stand superior to wornenin that Godhathpreferred the one 

1 1  - over  the other," 

A Muslim m a  m y  ma.rry a woman of Jewish or Christian 
Faith but a Muslim woman cannot marry a non-Mhslirn, No age 
limit for marriage is-given in the Quran, but a couple cannot l ive  
together until the gi r l  reaches puberty. 

L .  . a .  

Imaddition to wives, the law places no limit on the number of 
concubines a man may possass. Restrictions placed an the owner 
of concubines are that  the owner rnay not have social relations with 
two or more sisters and he cannot force them, into prostitution. 12 
Towards the end of his career the Prophet forbade the custom of 
permitting concubines. 

Divorce 
. , 

The Quran makes it illegal to divorce a wife on a false charge 
w h e ~ e b y  the lihsband might retain same .cf the property lawfully 
beloaging. to her. In contradiction to this a husband rnay divorce 
his wife for any or no reason since no justification is demanded by 
the-Quranic law. A wife, on the other hand, is nut allowed this 
pr iv i lege ,  "an inequality which has had the consequence of gravely 



lowering the s t a t u s  of women in Islam. I t  l 3  This prtctice i s  similar 
to  pre-Islamic times when a m a n  could di smis s  his total obligation 
to his wife by paying her any portion of the mahr (the amount agreed 
upon that the husband will pay the wife if he decides t o  divorce her) 
and by simply saying talaq talaq talaq (thou a r t  dismissed) .  14, . 

After a divorce, a man m y  take his wi fe  back without her 
permission. This is permitted two times, but after the third time, 

8 he has lost right t o  his wife and must wait to remarry her until she 
has married another man and divorced him. At this time a new 

1s contract must be drawn up bemeen the couples. 

If, during the 90 day waiting period, it becomes evident that 
the w i f e  is pregnant and it is the final d ivorce ,  the Quran recorn- 
mends that the husband take care of his wife until the child is 
born. 16 The child, in this case, belongs to the father unless 
conceived in adultery. . 

Before Islam a wife could buy her freedom from her husband 
by givieg up her - mahr to him "Shis divorce was called - khul or 
 divestiture^^. While not completely abolishing this type of divorce, 
Muhammed permitted it only "if the parties fear they cannot keep 
within Godls bounds. "17 LC the husband accepts the - mahr he looses 
complete rights over his wife ,  and upon wanting her back he must 
make new marriage arrangements f o r  her. 

Cer ta in  situations, & s t  whereby a woman may also make 
cleims f o r  divorce or annulment. If both marriage partners are 
non-Muslims, and the wife adopts Islam but her husband does not, 
she m a y  divorce him. Alternatively, a woman m a y  seek an annul- 
ment ,if her busband is unable to pay the mahr o r  if he cannot pro- 
v ide  her with necessities. 

A divorced woman must wait three months before remarrying. 
A widow, in order  to assure that ahe is not pregnant, must wait 
f o u r  months and ten days. Lf it is:evident,that she is  pregnant the 
new husband r r~us t  wait for cohabitation until the child is borq, 
During this time a man may, however, propose marriage in vei led 

18 words , but" not openly,. 



According to the Quran l;If any of your women be guilty of 
fornication, then bring four witnesses against them from among 
yourselves." l9 If found guilty of adultery, which is an unlikely 
occurrence, ttKo different views a re  hekd, Punishment is 100 . 
strokes for  both adulterer and adultraas in one scripture (Sura ~ 4 ~ )  
and in another only adulterous wives are mentioned, and they are 
to be Ifkept in housesH until they die, 

If a husband accusia  his wife of adultery and is- hot able to 
supply the witnesses he may, as stated in the Ckraa, tqtestify four 
timas that. by God, he is of 'hose who speak the truth, and the fifth 
testimony shall be that the cuxse of God shall be on him if be be of 
those who lie. 21 By remaining silent the wife admits her guilt and 
.suffers the penalty. EV& if a woman swears by God, that the  
accusation is a lie the marriage is annulled, . 

Other grounds for divorce include physical imperfections in 
either husband or wife. For example, the 'barriage m a y  be annul- 
led if one is sexually uincapacitatedf', Nan-fulfi l lment of the 
marriage contract is another means by which a divorce m a y  be 
sought, A man may.also make claims f o r  an'dnnulmeot if his wife 
is found not to be a drgin.  22 

Inheritance 

In regards to inheritance, all women are permitted a portion 
of their  parents and relatives inheritances, fstamic law s t a t e s  
that:, "Men should have a portion of what the* parents and k i n d ~ e d  
leave. I f  23 Concerning the disposal oi the property of a person dying 

- intestate the property should be divided as such: "for  a male the 
like of the port ion of WIG females, and if these be women (i. e. 
daughters) above two,' then let them hzye two-thirds of what (the 
deceased) leaves, If there be one, let her have a half.fZ4 The 
amount allotted a mother is a third, " and if he (the deceased) 
have bretheren, let his mother have a. sixth after payment of the 
bequest he bequesths end of his debt."f5 Regarding a married 
couple, the husband a n d  wife retains possession of each of their 
own belongings. A woman is allowed to keep the mahr a s  her - 
wedding portion and exclusive possession.. 



Discrepancies i n  these laws are found in many instances. A 
woman often does not receive her share from her father's estate, 
but instead is c:ompeasate$ with gifts by her brother at the time of 
her  marriage, Fathers are known t o  have signed all of' their land 
over to their sons &thoat consulting with his daughters, h some 
instances a sister may give her share to her brothers in order to 
maintain good $relations with h e r  family. Wben a father, without 
having sons, dies, the daughter inherits the estate which she in t u r n  
&sea on to heir own sons, If she does not have a son, the inhert- 

a tsnce goes to the closest patrilineal kin. 26 

fn Panjgur, according to Pastner, women are often not aware 
i t  their Tights of inheritance since propErty relations are controtled 
by men, Women a re  certain of inheritance a i ly  when there are no 
sons and then the estate is divided in half, one portion going to the 
fatheris male patrilineal kieaad the other half amohg the daugh- 
ters who pass it on to their sons, 27 

The motive behind these customary laws, which usually ex- 
cludes females from inheritance, is to  prevent the further splitt- 
ing of the estate and the possibl= alienation of p a r t  of the estate 
by the sister's husband. A ccordiag to the Quran the latter is 
entitled to one half of what his sterile wFft Leaves and one fourth 
if there were children, 28 

Pastner suggests that i n  c a s e s  where civil law is congruen t  
with religious Law that women have been able to enforce their 
legal rights. I'or example, i n  Panjgur, law has been implemented 
by religious heads and civil courts. Women, therefore, have 
retained their ,rights on such matters as inheritance and divorce: 
whereas in other areas of Baluchistan where customary laws pre- 
vail, women are not privileged these rights. 29 

. . 

Purdah 

Perhaps no other fac tor  symbolizes the traditional role of 
women in Pakistan so much as the ournard manifestations of 
purdah. Purdah, as  .defined by ~ i i b e r ,  "involves the saclueion 
of women from. mates unrelated to  them and their aonparticipation 
i n  mixed society. " 30 Observance of purdah may involve con- 
finement to  the zenana, the woman's quarters in the orthodox 
Muslim home where men cannot enter, or wearing a burqa, a 
veil-Like garment covering the entire body except hands and feet. 



A small net opening or peep-hole is inset over the eyee, Women 
who observe s t r i c t  purdah wear the burqa any time &ey go outside 
the house. A burqa then, while a concealing garment is also a 
m e x s  of allowing a woman t o  go out in public. 31 

Other  concealing devices include walls surrounding homes and 
courtyards; women1 s compartments in trains and buses,  womenJ s 
offices, screened pathways-, curtained cars, lectuure rooms set- 

" tioned off by curtains; curtains of a tonga fa horse-drawn carriage); 
32 or a veil  concealing a wotxxsais facs and body. 

P 

- 

A symbolk form of purdah is practiced when a woman, upon 
meetisg a stranger, quickly covars her face with a piece of cloth 
or simply Lowers her eyer and hows h i r  h ~ a d . ~ ~  The syoibo6c 
form of purdah is observed -more hequently i'n villages isolated . 
from strangers where women must work in fields. A buiqa, in 
this situation, hampers mobility. 

Different views are held concerning the institution of purdah 
IS 'it relates to the Quran, Levy, fo r  example, interpreted a 
scrQpture ia the Quran perta'ining to modest behavior of wometi'to 
have been the init iation of the pardah system. 

''Tell your wives and daughters and wives of believers when 
they go out of doors not to be like female slaves in their garb, 
Leaving their hair and  face uncovered: but let them let down 
part of their robes that no miscrean't m a y  expose them to 
harmful comments when he discovers them to be'frae-born 
women. r f  34 

. . 
Obviausiy refer r ing  to tbis quote, Cfiipp out that many 

Muslims consider them burqa to be a ~ e u l t u ' r ~ l  'corruption" of what 
actually was meant to be rules of modest behavior and dress f o r  
Muslim women, I1not that they cover their faces.  " 35 

A ccorcling to Levy, Muhammed entered in the scriptures of 
the Quran 'rules of modest conduct and chastity which apply to men 
as well as women. ., .. 



Say to the believers that they x s e t .  down their Looks and 
guard their privy parts and display not their ornaments, 
except those oi them that are external; and let them put! 
their ve i l s  over the opening of their chemises at their 
bosoms and not display their ornaments save to their hus- 
bands or t h e i r  fathers. 36 

Children too young to be conscious of sex differences and 
slaves, in particular eunuchs, are exempt from this rule, It i s  
the authorfs opinion, however, that this scripture does not refer 
to both men and women, but rather relates specifically to women, 

The protection of male honor is aa important feature of Islamic 
culture. Purdah, since male honor depends on the. honor of women, 
is one effective means of preserving this honor, Shame is asso- 
ci ated with honor in  the trzditional belief that women have more . 
inherent shame than men; therefore, women must be protected, 37 

Other ways of preserving a woman's honor include limited 
physical and educational mobility of women; non-socialization 
between men other than close relatives; dress; early arranged 
marriages, and kin endogamy. Ideas on sex and pollution rein- 
force the purdah system . , . "fear of adultery delimits the - 
expo$ure of a woman to only  her husband, (incestuous) close 
consanguines, and close male affines," 38 

Variations in OlYservance of Purdah 

The many variations in observance of purdah Itrelate to differ- 
ances in c'laas, income, place of residence, level of. education, 
occupation, religious or sectarian affiliation, ascriptive group 
membership and individual Life circumstances. I t  39 Preadolescent 
and post-menopausal women are not required t o  observe the cus- 
tom because tney are more sexually neutral. Pcrdah is m o r e  
likely to be obstsrved in iilstancas where women have high social 
aspirations, This is a reflection i n  the greater.enfbrcement of 
purdah among the middle class. 40 . . . . .  



fa Pesbwar, women are governed by the purdah system in 
the family labor organization, ''The social traditions of purdah 
stipulate that women i n  either owner-cultivating or tenant families 
m a y  not eagage in any form of outside work. Wornenis activities 
are limited to those which m a y  be performed in a closed cots*- 
yard protected from Itintruding glances" which restricts the wornea 
to  either housework or livestock tending, 41 

Social Status or" Women in Pakistan 

The' social status oi women in Pakistan is largely determined 
by the status of her husband which is based on his power and wealth 
combined w i t h  his ancestry. A woman's evolvement in pubtic life 
is vicarious participation through her husband and other mate kin. 
Her life i s  essentially ?hate ,  revolving around "household 

. activities, personal grooming, calls oa female relatives, goss ip  

. - at the village well or tank {if they belong to the lower agricuitural 
classes) religious observances and visits to the  shrines of saints . ! 1  42 

of 
The most important role of a woman is that B wife and mother. 

llUaLess a woman succeeds as a w i i e  and mother: she has no r ight  
to consider  herself as  a success ir, any sphereu.. . 4 3  Wilber 
empha~izes further  the rolf: of mmen. 

The roLe of women is t o  care for the children, cook, manage 
tbe household, and discharge reciprocal f a m i l y  obligations 
at the time of mrrriagss, deaths, aad similar occasions, It 
is atso to serve as sy~nbois of family honor and prestige by 
their chaste and exemplary benavior, their jewelry, and, if 
possible, their seclusioa. 44 

.. . 

. Elderly women wh.0 Save given birth to many sons enjoy much 
prestige. In a study conducted in Peshawar, Albrecht received 
such comments as: 

... 
"Like at: Pathans I would rather Save sons than daughters 
fo r  sons are a good protectiorr; they are an army, like a f u l l  
cartridge belt. W e  would rather have sons than daughters. 
304s s;ppcrt the family with their income, but daughters 
lsave for  znother house after marriage.  ( - 4 5  



Due to the c~iAusion of femalas fro& most schooling and3rom 
public religious congregations, "formal r'eli'iious. pietyjt and secu- 
lar education are not the basis  for assigning high status to women. 

Since women are prevented from seeing a male doctor, fb'lk 
knowledge i n  a more important-criteria. Midwives, however, are 
considered polluting in  a t4formal cultural sense," but are highiy 
regarded f o r  thtsir specialized knowledge and skill. Because of the 

-I 

' 

heavy reliance on folk medicine and folk-religious beliefs, the 
ability to write out religious formulas is anather means by which a 
woman can achieve importance in a community, 46 

Visit ing-Gossip - 
me social life of a woman in an Islamic society is extremely 

limited. However,. each region in Pakistan varies id  its traditional 
attitude towards the physical mobility of women. Visiting in indi- 
vidual homes, whieh'almost always entails a large amount of' gossip, 
is one of the few types of social life allowed a female. Psstner, in 
her  study of women in Panjgur, sta tes  that "the only sanctioned form 
of physical mobility for women is on a group or individual level 
within participating households."47 In other areas woman are even 
more limited in that they are confined to their homes or courtyards 
surrounded by a high walL 

In Panjgur women perform a r i tua l  in their visi ts.  "Every 
adult female m e m b e r  of the household is greeted separately by each 
guest by m a n s  of a ' greeting formula '  or hal which is repeated 
with each woman. Each of the two particutar women greet each 
other simultaneausly inquiring about the health and well-being of 
the other wornen, her husband, children and kin. Women of higher 
status, especially older women, receive a special greethg. "The 
Low status wozban takes the hands of the high status woman and 
presses them to her forehead and over each eye, invoking the 

'I 
'blessings of Allaht and using other religious phrases." 48 

Gossip,  dur ing  these visits often contain harsh and joking 
comments directed towards specific individuals, This type of gossip 

" m a y  serve as a method of social control in that liquarrets, obsceni- 
ties and actual physical blawsI1 frequently follow. This is consi- 
dered shameful behavior and m a y  lead to further  gassip, 49, 

- 
1 .  . 

. - 



G o s s i p  carried down by the women often serve  as an informal 
commuaications network which might not otherwise be available 
to men. In Panjgur, for example, information about civil 'servants 
.and the government is often gained through the female c o m u n i c a -  
tians network. SO 

Women depend primarily on friendships or alliances of other 
women in confronting an enemy, usuaLLy a male, Xn addition, ea'ch 
woman maintains a "linkage" of women friends based oa the princi- 
pal of reciprocity: Hobtigations to visit one anothert s household at 
f requenf intervals, gift exchange on important occasions such as 
weddings, material aid i n  the fo rm of goods and services, an& long- 
term support of ma-material naturs. " = 

This type of relationship helps support their awn interests, 
but more importantly, it m a y  be a woman" only social contact, 
Women observing purdah are restricted from impartant institu- 
tions. Orr t'ns oasis of Panjgur, far instance, a woman is forbidden 
to enter  the mos ue, secondary school, police 'station, courthouse 
and the bazaar. 92 

Women, however, do have ways in which they can compensate 
for their subservient ro te  in the hcrusehotd, Withdrawal of sexual 
favors, refusal to perform domestic duties, excessive complaining, 
and uncooperative behavior towardsother women ia the household 
are among the various ways of achieving this purpose, Occasionally, 
a woman may pretend she is ill in o r d e r  to get excused from house- 
hold duties and to gain attention. Playing off male relatives. against 
one another will usually spur a compromise by her husband in 
order  to restore harmony. 53 

Bacause women are 'forced to depend on each other in everyday  
situations, the female ranking system on the group level is less 
formal than the concept of caste s ta tus  %mong males. 

. , 
Summary  

The traditional rote of women in  Pakistan has its origins 
in the laws stated in the Qurar,. These determine rules of rnarri- 
age, divorce, inheritance and child custody, In many instances, 
however, these laws are not consistent d t h  regional customs % 

which determine the limits of women's rights. The institution of 
purdah has restr icted women from n e a r l y  every type of social 



and professional activity, constraining them to homes and waUed 
courtyards. F'urdah is re'inforced by the-fact that i t  is also a -- 
means of protecting male honor, While the social status of 
women is Largely determined by the status of her husband, a 
woman m a y  enjoy high prestige by the number of her sons. 

'?he t r u l y  restricted ~akiskni'wornao can. use sexual' and . 

domestic devices i n  her marital relationship to coerce her %us- 
band into following her .will. 1n' this respect a woman does yield a 
subtle influence at the ramilidl and ind i rec t ly  at tBe community le,vel. 

The following section examines ce r t a in  s'pecific ways in which 
aspects of this traditional role are changiilg. 

' . - ., 

; ' . .':" 

C O N T E W O R A R Y  ROLE OF WOMEN - 
R svision of Laws Pertaining- to  W o m e n  

-In many respects the contemporary role of a woman in Isla- 
mic Pakistan has not changed much from tradi t ional  attitudes 
towards her r o l e  i n  society.. More r e c e n t l y ,  however, certain 
l a w s  have been formulated which give women a minimal amount of 
r ights  they cou.ld not enjoy in the past. 

In 1955, the Marr i age  and Family Laws Commission was ini-  
tiated, but because of political instabilily and the intense opposit ion 
of the - ulema, (Muslim scholars) the Muslim Family Laws Or&- 
nance did not come in to  efiect unti l  1961. Oppostibn to sach asnew 
Legislation was rampant. Argu ing that the role.of wormn had . 
deter iora ted  because t h y  dfd not realize the rights that Islam had 
given them, M;sulana,Ihtisham-ul-Haq spoke out bitterly: - , - 

. , . . . . the effrontery of those who, ignorant of Alrabic .and . 
Islamic jur isprudence,  dared to propose Western  innova- 
t ions in the name of Islam. In Is.tam the provisiona of the 
Holy Quraxl and the Sunnah, -be they .in the form of bzsic 
p r i n c i p l e  .c!r i n  individual laws, are authoritative and final . 

- for all occasions and for s f 1  epochs between the time of ., 
- ravelstion and doomsday, 54 . . ., . 



Others argued that the C o d s s i m  laws were no different 
frorn.those rights granted women in the Quran, Yet,  most of the 
member; of the Commission as kad for a Liberal: interpretation of 
the Quran, holding the view tbat: . . 

_ Islam Law, through the centur ies ,  has suffered much dis tor -  
t ion and its liberal asp,ects have been ignored and suppressed, . 

W e  have to go back to the original spirit of the Quran and-the , 
Sunnah and lay speciaL emphasis on those treads in basic  

. Islam that-are. canducfie to healthy adaptation to o u r  present 
circumstances. 5 5  

Important provisions r k l t i n g  from the 1956 Marria&~omr 
miadion Report were: ( I )  age of permissable marriage; ( 2 )  
cornputsorjt registration of marriage; (3) r e s t r i c t i o n  on  potygarny: 
and (4) regulation of divorce, 

A n  Arbitratioa Council is selected to handle cases under the 
Muslim Family Laws. The Arbitration Council consists of a 
chairman and  a representative of each of the parties, The Chair- 
man is either the Cha i rman  of the Union Council (Town Committee) 
o r  a pe r son  appointzd b y  the Centra l  or Provincial  Government to 

56 discharge tkke functions of Chairman. 

The Marriage Commission set the age of marriage f o r  a 
'fernale to 16 and a male 18, a revision of the Child Mar r i age  
Restraint Act of 1929 in which a girl could m a r r y  at the age of 
14. Anyone breaking the law is subject to punishment by impri- 
.sonrrient of ub ' to  a montli o r  m a y  be fined up to one thousand rupees 
or by both. Persons eligible f o r  punishment are  males abovethe 
a g e  of 18 - m a r r y i n g  a g i r l  under 16; persons solemnisiag a child 

57 marriage; and parents or guaraians who altow a child marriage. . 
In addition the Ord inancs  requires registration of all marriages. . .  - 

A11 of these Laws met with some opposition, but'the restriction 
of marriage under the set age was' strongly opposad by one man 
who said ''such a law was absolutely uncalled far . . , since boys 
and g i r l s  reach puberty long before the ages of 18 and 16, this 
would mean that we have no objection to their establishing non- - n 
martial sex relationship, " 



The r e s t r i c t i on  on polygamy met with the m o s t  opposition. 5 9  
Ordinance 15 did no t  completely ban  polygamy, but it-does require. 
a m a n  who wishes to  contract another marriage to submit an appli- 
cation stating the reasons justifying a new marria g& The Chair- 
man of the Arbi t ra t ion L'ouncil n u s ;  also   now whether the appli- 
cant has the consent of his existing wife or wives. A fee of one 
hundred rupees is required by the applicant. Valid reasons for 
gran t inga  s e c o n d  marriage inciude "sterility, physical infirmity, 
physical unfitness for the conjugal rights or insanity on the part 
of the existing wife:" 6 0  

Divorce 

While some schools  of thought (Hanafi) allowed a woman the 
right of divorce if the condition was written i n  the marriage con- 
tract, traditional custom taw gave only the man the privilege of 
divorce. The Family Laws Ordinance rejected the traditional 
u t te rance  of ctalzq! talaq ! tatzq ! by the husband and gave women 
the r ight  ts dissoive a marriage. Pronouncement of talaq does not 
operate a divorce but is merely a manifestation of wish to divorce. 
The divorce is not final until the A r b i t r a t i o n '  Council has consi- 
dered the case, i ~ n d  the divorce does not become effective until 90 
days after the notice has been subaitted ", tke Chairman, 61 

In. an attempt to l essen  the hardship placed on w o m e n  and 
children involved i n  ma t r imon ia l  disputes, the R e g i s t r a r  of the Sind- 
Baluchishn High Court has directed all judges not to take longer 
than six months for the f inat  disposal-of cases62 

The I973 Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
includes several articles concerning equality, non-discrimination, 
protection of family, ctc, The following Articles relate to the 
status of women: 

EquaLity of 2 5. (1) 
c i t i z e n s  

. ( 2 )  

A l l  citizens are kqwl'ljefore. 
law and are entitled to equal 
protection of law. 
There shall be no discrimination 
an the basis of sex alone. 
Nothing  In this Article shall pre-  
vent the State from making a n y  
provision for the protection of 
w o m e n  and children. 



Non-discrirnina- 
t ioa in respect of 
access to public 
places, 

Safeguard egainst 
discrimination in 
services* , .- 

.. . 

Promot ion  of 
Local Govem-  
mznt institut ions -  

Full part ic ipat ion 
of women in 
national life, 

Pro lec t im of ' 

family. 

Promotion 3f 
social justice and 
eradiczt ionof 
soc i a l  i v i l s .  

(1) In respect of access to places of 
public entertainment or resort, 
not intended fo r  religious purposes 
only, there shall be no discrimination 
aga ins t  any citizen on the ground 
only of rbce, religion, caste,  sex, 
residence or place of birth, 

( 2 )  Nothing in CLause (I) 'shall prevent 
the State from making any special 
provision f o r  women and children. 

(1) No citizen otherwise qualified-for 
appoint'ment i n  the service of 
Pakistan shall be discriminated 
zgainst in respect 3f any such appoint- 
ment oa the ground only of mce,  . 
rsLigion, caste, sex, residence or 
place of birth, 

The State shall encourage Locsl Govern- 
m e n t  Institutions composed ~f elected 
rzpresentatives of the areas concerned 
and i n  such institutions special repre- 
sentation will be given to  peasants ,  
worksrs and women, 

Steps shall bs taken t.3 Irnsure fu t l  
participation of w o m e n  in 311 sph, ares 
of natiotl31 life, 

The State sirail pra t ec t  thz marriage, 
ths f a m i l y ,  the rno ther and the child. 

The State shall - 
(c) make technical  snd prgfess i3nsl  

educzt ion g e n e n l i y  available scd 
higher e d u c s t i a n  equzLty~ccessible 
to all 3n the basis ~f merit; 



Nat iona l  
Assembly 

C x n p o s i t i ~ n  223, of .' (1) 
Islamic Council. .- . 

- k k e  provisim f 2 r  securing jus t  3nd 
humane coaditiaas 2f w3rkt ensuring 
that children and w o m e n  are not 
employed in vncations unsuited to 
their sge or sez, and for  materni ty  
benefits fo r  women in e m p i c p e n t ;  

prevent prostitution, ga-ling and 
-king of i6juricus drugs, printing, + 

publicstian, circulatim and dispfa y 
3f ~ b s c e n e  literature 2nd advertise- 
ments, ,- 

The Natimal  Assembly shalf consist 
of t w ~  hundred members ta be elected 
by direct and free w t e  in accardancs 
with Law, . 

Unti l  the expiration of n period of ten 

years fmm the c=?mmenciag day  2r 
the h2lding zf kthe secsad genera l  alec-  
tion t3 the Natisnat A ssembly, which- 
ever accurs later, ten seats in sddi-  
tion to  the number 3f seats referred 
t a  in ctause (I) shalt be reserved f o r  
women and stlocated to the Pr~vinces 
in accardancc with the Constitutizn 
and law. 

There shall be c ~ n s t i t u t e d  within 3 

per i sd  of ninety days f r o m  the c3m- 
mencing day a Csuncil ~f Islamic 
Ide3l3gy, in this Part referred to  as 
the Islamic Council 

While a p p ~ i n t i n g  members sf the 
Islamic Cauncil, the President 
shall ensure that- 

(a) Ss fa r  as practicable varicus 
schmls :3f thcught'nre repre- 
sented in the Council ;  



(b) nzt less than t w s  -,f the members 
s r e  perssns each 2f whom is, :;r 
has been 3 judge of the Supreme 
Cc~urt  =r 3f a High Czurt ;  

(c) nct lass than f>ur of the members 
are  perscns each of whcm has been 
engaged, f.2r a p e r i ~ d  3f not less 
than fifteen years, ia Islamic Re- 
search 3r instructions; and 

{d) at l e s t  3ne member is 3 woman. 63 

. It is difficult tc determine to what extent ,these provis ions are 
implemented, but the Wcmen' s Rights Czmrnittee 2f the United 
N a t i m s  has submitted a set =f resolutions t2 the Government; m e  
af which calls f ~ r  a "Pemzunent Statas of P7>men Cgmmissionz' to 
ensu re  that the prc&sians 2f Articles 34  2nd 35 are  implemented. 64 

C;ntempcrzry Attitudes T-wzrd P u r d a h  - 
A t t h ~ u g h  the i n s t i t u t i ~ n  r,f purdah is weakening in certain 

zreas, i t  is still held ts be the m,c8st respsns ib le  source f . 2 ~  limit- 
i n g  the participaticn zf w o m e n  i n  activities : jutside the k m e ,  6 5  
"Tha high value placed ;n chastity ;f women in addi t im t2 the 
prestige which purdah givfs  tc the whclla family, prsvides- 3 s tmag 
fcrce fsr the retent ian >f the practice 3f sec1usi;n. " 66 

- 

Attitudes tcward the ~ b s e r v m c e  sf ~ u r d z h  v s r y  cmsidsrably ,  
but a c c x d i n g  b Emmy Bas Kunst in 311 the different *thnic gmups - 

sf 'women she intsrviewed i n  Azam B s s t i ,  "the wcmtrxl withsut a n y  
exception are convinced that i t  is  3 must f 2 r  w2men tr: 2~bserve 

67 Reasons given f >t the need t; practice purdah included 

re Ligion, customs, self -protection, and resp-ct. Kunst recaived 
such  rspli ,  - s  zs: 

"1 go Gn in the w3 y X have learnt; , m y  mcthzr did it, every  
w3man d ~ e s  it, sb d.3 I. l 1  

"I zm safe when I g 2  >ut in 3 burqc:' . . . "otharwise y . 2 ~  g3t 
in t i ~ u b l e  with m&. j t  
- .  



' "Our Pathan men ar&&ery strictabout it: theFwant to' keep - their wives cornpt'etdy f o r  therc&lves and doiit like other 
men to  Look: at them, I i  68  

In a survey of men students taken in 1955, there was. a general 
agreement that purdah w a s  "il!ogical1'. However. when the ques- 
t ion arose concerning their sisters the reply was quite the contrary. 
Woodsmall gbt the' im&eirsiolr that the mate students held i .liberal 
.point of vizw but were 'donskrained 'f rorn active promotion of. the 

- elimination of e u ~ d a h  Tiwhich would be uupopular with'the. religious - 
forceS. . t l  . 69 . .  . 

- .  

3 ural women who- engag3 ih agric&tural activities have f o r  
the sake of convenibnce, discarded the burqa to work in the f i e lds ,  
but uktside their own doma% they don their burqa or ode of the 
other coneeating devices; Riding along country roads or walking 
through village streets today one seldom sees the face of a woman 
between about the age? 'of 15 and 45. . - . , 

'Women of rnidd1.A-cia-& famitied appear t o  dbearve purdah as ." 
a symbol of prestige.  h cities a black o r  tan s i lky burqa, is of ten  
worn as a fashionable . * .  

In urban areas and on universi ty  campuses, however, the use 
of the bursa is apparently diminishing among the highest socio- 
economic and educated strata of the papulation. The implicat ions 
of continued urbanization'aad. an increase in the +umber of women 
in universities wouLd seem to augg.est a continued lessening of +he 
infruence of purdah, but as yet such innovative influehces have 
had little impact on the overall sititation. . . 

- -, . . 
Traditional A kitiades and Customs 

The a t t i t u d e  towards fernole a$ucation is gznerall j .  negative. 
~ r a d i t & n a l l ~ ,  educatioa is associate'd with workihg, and, since a 
w o m an is not required to .jam money, it ia  not necsssary for a 
woman to be educated. Xousework i s  considsr=d safiiciznt. 70  



Parents are slsd re luctant  to spend money oa female education 
because girls will go into ao~ther  family at marriage. Zducaticn, 
theref~re,  from the ec~namit  point of view, wculd be a bad invest- 
ment. 

In recent years even, the impress ion  of men about the average 
Pakistani educated woman is nct x e  of high o$nion. - . . 

- .  .̂ . . "they consider her quite useless, A n  expensive gmd-for- 
nothing, A white-eJephad t40ver-possessive, sm3U hearted, 
narrgw-minded, unnecessarily jealous, t3c demcading,. . nagging, 
domineering, nrmgant, stubborn, short-sighted a& rigid. 
Best  t o  be avoided, f =r so stifling, gagging sad suffccstiag, 
Especially if she i s  a career wzmaa, f x  then her so-called 
iade?eudeace or ability ta fend fo r  herself, mzkes her not s 
f ~ e n d ,  oornpani=n 3r equal to man, but his constant r ival  slrd 
critic -- the legider sf the opposition. " 71 

Similar sbternsnts are not unearnmon, but this short- sighted 
attitude is certsinly nat held by a11 Pakistani men. F J ~  sxarn?Le, 
the men infsrviewed by the aathar appeared quite ?rzut? sf their 
wivef s 2r sister's achievements, Perhaps  this reflects a change 
in attitude towards f ernale educatbn in Pakistan, 

R ural Education 

Even in remote villages, girls primary schoois ha*e.-finally 
found their place. The Pzkistan Government has ma6e the Educa- 
tion Department responsible fsr establishing new sch9sts in all 
villages where the Union Csunci i  muld ?r.>vide 3 buil2ing and at 
least 30 could be e n r o l ~ e d . l t ~ ~  M ~ a t  .:t the village schools are 
sne sr morn rented buil~dings, usually dilapiilated 'katcha 
h ~ u s ~ '  b u s e s  made of mud, dung and straw) furnished witla mats 
wovan'frorn date Leaves or bamboo (chatais). 

Progress in the educatim of rural females is hindered by the 
fear 3f the rnnjori ty of villcqers about the impact oi educstion on 
their girls . A s  S a e e l z $ l y  ~hrased i t  flThey are unaware whe- 
ther educztion will increzse their 2zughter's arestige cr make them 
a victim 3f s ~ c i a l  censure.  73 

TKe misconce;>ti~n that educatizn f ~ r  fernzles is an sviX thing 
is l a rge ly  rzzted i n  the trnditianat att i tude sf  villagars townrils 
the urben p a p u l a t i ~ n ,  V i l b g e  pareats f a a r  that their -3aughters 

'a- 



will ' devehp the habits znd f s s h i ~ n ,  i. e. , the vices, sf the city life., 
Bes ides  mt undarstsnding the impixtsnce af sending g i r l s  to schcol, 
parents da not realize the I ~ t r i ~ s n t a l  effscts of sbsentaeism. In 
most af the village schcals Saeed visited,  hardly 60 2ercent of ihs 

74 students attend sc:hosL 

- --..&literacy is p r o k b l y  the greatest handicap ;.f women in - .  ._- * 

Pakistan tsday, Tsble 1 s h ~ w s  that snly 8. 7 ~ e r c e n t  ef the female 
populztion was literate2 5 L??l-72. The &st ;k&rre' ijbservation 
.i'S theYd;tsE"~mer~ince &+e'en r u r a l  2nd urban female literacy 
rates, -The 2ver:~ge number of literate urban females in 1971-72 

''.-'.is?&, 4 percent'c!5atr5ste8~':to a' merF'3.3 ;3ercent rate a&ng' rural - 
- femzies, * * 

L d '  . 4 .  

The 'impact 3f the insre;sing number  ~t schmlk is evident, as.. , 
', shown b; the increase =f Literacy between the ages of 10 and 24. 
In urbsnhreas =tire than 50' p r c e n t  of the is-Ler between the .. 
ages of 12 2nd 19 are Liter&. Aluloqh !he number  of Literat2 - 

' r u m 1  fe&les is ;till Low, there  has been a three-f~l3 increase 
' between '1968-69 =nd 1971-72. 

. . 



Female Literacy B y  A g e  An2 Residence: 
1968-69 and 1971-72 
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65  and over! 
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Eduea tional Oppartunities 

Vtrhils the number .sf f e m l e  eduesticnal instituticns has in- . 
. creased ccnsidersbly since 2947,. there is stiLt a wid2 p? when- 

ccmpared ts  the number cd male eduerticntrl institutions, 
, - 

-. . ... Tsble 2 shows that women have fewer educstianzl facilities - .--. 
< than those enjcysd by meu zt all levels up to univexsitias which - 

are c2-educstianal, The ~ T p r t u n i t i e a  f a r  girls t 2  ccntinue educa'- : 

t ion beyond ;srimary schzsls'>re restricted by the szrmll number 3f 
schools beygad the p r i m a r y  Level. During the 1972/73 academic 
y e a r  there were 14,087 p r i m a r y  schcois f o r  girls, 1,127 middle 
schmls, .zn3 603 high sch5cts. In cther we3rds, there was zne I 

girl's high seh1331 f3r every 23 ;3rimaxy schools and m e  middle 
' rch&l f s t  e v e r y  12,s 2rimary schaols. Czmpsrabfe figures for  

boys yicl2ed one hi~h sthocl for-every 10 p r i m a r y  sehsol~ and one ". 

mfddte scfrczt fcr every 10.5 2r i -r~  scho~ls. Opp=rtunities in 
higher eduesticn f . 2 r  women, whil2 greatly ex?ancled since 1947/48, 
are still f n r  fswer khan f3r men, Only sevan p r ~ f e s s i o n a l  ccllsges 
f z r  women existed in Pakistan i n  1972/'73 ecmxpsrad to 69 fa r  men, _._ ..L .- - 

The situation with rea7ect to earollments in p r i m s r y  thr3ugh 
high schcol is similar (Table 3). Tbcre has been a tzn-fcld increase 
in the numbers 3f girls e n m t l e d  in sehcols between 1947/48 and 
1?72/73, but there are still nearly three times as many boys in - 

. " .  
scho31 as girls. Even more disc-uraging is the fact t b t  there is , 

~ n l y  one eirt in middle sehoal f a r  every nine in 2rimary. However,. 
-the difference between gir ls  enrolled in high schc.91 ts  t?x>se in 
middle is n:-t nearly as great. There is one gi r l  enr3lZed in high 

. . schr,c.l f a r  every tws in midcfle sehool, The attritim rate fer boys 
is a l s ~  high a l t h o u ~ h  not as high as for  girts. Thera is sno boy in 
high scho~l for every 10 in primary scho~ts and f ~ u r  boys in  Middle 
school fsr every 10 in ?rimary; I t  mrist be emphssizad that these 
are  c n l y  3?pr.xximaticrns 21 the actlwt school zl t r i t i3n rates fdr  they 
mask differmces in c o h x t  size 2nd tha fact  that' prcrgressivaIy 
l a rger  numbers! 3f students have been enro l l ing  in primary schools 
each year, but they r e p r e s s n t a  rreLsonable x e r v i e w  zf the p r ~ c e s s ,  
The ?rocass becomes even nmre  ncute  in h i g h r  e d u c a t i . ~ ~  2s can 

. . . ~ . be s e e n  in 'Table 4, % .  .. . .. I 
- 8  

. ,, 



TABLE 2 
. . . . .  - - .  

i .  - .  Y E A R  
I 
i 1947/48 1954/55 1962/63 1967168 : 1172/73. 

I I M a k  6 , 8 6 4 . - '  11,688 : 28,333 t ; 2 ? , 1 2 3 /  33,719; 
1 . - . . . . .  . . . . .  _ .. I 

. . 
j Primary . i . .. : Female : 1,549 . 2,474 . . &, 715 i 9,324 r .  14,087 ; . I 

8 .  

I . . . . .  r . . 

I I .  ' . 
L i 

f 

! : Makc . . .  - 2.8 .i . 50 . . . .  . . . .  4 9 :  . 93  i , 149 . .  , . . .  ! Secondary .- . . . . .  

: Fetnzla : . : i ' 46 : i Vbcatianzl . . . .  . 41' 72 i 
. . . . i 

135 '' 

.. s 
. . 

I . : ' . . i A rts an2 Sciebce' - . - ' 3.5 . 
. : .  

- 5 8 '  ' . .  -. .. I20 ' :., . 
175 1 2 6 3 .  

. . . .  . .' - :  cdfieSee Female . : . ' 5  . 19 .:: , - -76 i. $ 9 .  

1 .  

.. Professional Mala- ' . . .  

Burezu  of ZJucstionaL Planning and Mana~sment. 
Ministry of Zducation, Islamabad, 



TABLE 3 

Enr  2LLment in P r i m a r y  and Secondary Education31 
.. . Institutions in Pakistan by Sex - .  - .  

I 4 

1 I Y E A R  i 
! 

i 
! I 1947/48 ' 1954/55 ; 1962/63 1967/68 j 4972/73 j 

- t 
I .  

I 

I 
I I 

I ! 1 i - .  . -  I 1 . 
I Primary i m te 660, aoa 1,3io, ooo i i.iao, ooo 2.760, ooo :3,zso,.ooo 1 

I 
! ; (I - V) , ; I 1 

i ~ e m r l e  110,000 240,000 j 530,000 / 990, OOQ. , I ,  210,000 i 
1 I 

1 
1 I 

1 

i 
- 1 1 .- ..-. 

! M a l t  : 200,000 i Middle , 187,0001 109,000/ 629 ,000  SII,OCOi 

i I j . -  
- i - 
. High , 51,003 , 94,000 : 171,000 225,000 334, OC'I ! 

1 i ( Ix -x )  ' I 
' I  ' . . 

I -FemcLe : 7,300 1 5 , 0 0 0  ; 38,000 j 50,000 , 75,000 [ 
I I 

. . .. . 
Source: Pak is tan  Zduca-lion Ztatistics .,-1947/48 to &;/73; 

13ureau 2f Educational Planning 2nd Mzn~gernent .  
Ministry of Zducation, Islamabad. 



Znrollment in ColZsges and Universities in Pakis- 
t an  by Sex 

j I 

Y E A R  ! 

f947/45 1954/55 !4962/63 1196?!68 ' 1$?2/73- 
I ! 

I I 

Secondary : Male 2,300 , 7,300 ' LL,BOO : 26,000 i 30,000 1 t ! 
Vocations l 

' remale 1,600 3,300 
1 

8 , 2 0 0  8,400 ; 13 ,000  

! Male 1 2 , 4 0 0 ,  37,400 : 76,000 :119,000 j15~,000. A r t s .  & Sciepcei 
Colleges  

j . . .  ~ e r n a i s  1,100 . ; - 5,900 : 28,100 : 34,300 - 50,000 
I 

. , 

: &le 4,041 ; 7.249 ; 12,436 . 2 1,700 : 32,146 Prafessionai : 

Colteges  
- .  

; Male 562 , 

~ n i v e r s i t i e ~ .  ; . . 

1,949  - 7,7885 : 12,910 . . 17,'.8O0 i 

*I Source: _Pakia&an - - ~duca~br,Stati~tics. ., 1941/48 to 1972!73; 
Bureau of Educational and Management. 
Ministry of Education, Istarnabad. 



Table 5 displays the changing pattern c ~ f  sex rati.3~ by level of 
school in  skis st an between 1947/48 and 1972/73, For the first 
three Levels of schools, s u r  r ~ t i o s  have declined impressively 
since p r t i t i a n ,  yThareas there were 6 b ~ y s  f ~ r  every g i r l  in ?ri- 
mary schaol in 1.94?/48, these were, snly 2.7 boys for each girl in 
X972/?3. Interestingly thaugh, the ;ex ratio in high schools has . 
remained cmstant from 1962/63, aq$ changes in the sex ratio for  
the various higher educatiau levels have been slight since 1962163, 
In both Secandary-Vocatisnal schools and Professianal Colleees - 

- .  t.here were actua.Lly z l a rge r  proportion of wcmea tc men anr3llad' 
in 1962/63 than there w e A  id 1972/73. 

. *  - - .- . 
A n  exzminslion 2f the earotlment in Professiznal Colleges by - 

. type pruuides a partial ex2lcnation ~f this phenomenon (Table 6 ) .  
The total number of women enrolled more than Boubied, but the . . 
total 'number of k e n  enrolled nearly tr ipled.  Women experiznced 
large absolute increases ; s r t icular ly  in.'rnedicine, home economics, . . 
and B'ducatian, while numbe'rs of m e n  enrolled i n  angineering, 
medicine, commerce, Lzw, and educati?~ increasgd substantially, 
In balance what &s happen& is that while opportunit ies have 
axpnnded rapihly for women in p--.fessional c o l l e ~ c s ,  they bsve 
s p a d e d  even more r a ~ i d l y  far  men. ' 

. , .- , . ,... ~. : : I.. ' - .  
. . . . . . ... ._. _. ..._. . - .. .... . 



* 
Sex Ratios .of 'Enrollment in Educational Institutions 

MaLe - Female , 

- I 
i 

.. . . f 

I Academic Year 
> 

i 
;1947/48 j 1954/55 1962/63 ' 1967 lb8  !19?2/73 ! 

I 
i 

; : .  . . i i Primary 9:1 -5.5:l .  3.7: L i 2,8:.1 2 . 7 :  i 
! . . 

. . 

i Middle j 9 ,S : l  6.4:l ; 5.9.1 3.8~1 :. 4,&:1' i 
I 

. - 
I . ., 

i ! i j High 
. . ; 3 ; 6,3:1. , ' .  4...5:1 i 4 . 5 : 1 . .  . . ,  4,5:3. : 

Secondary - 4 

' Vocationat 
4 1  : 2.2:1 1. 4: 1 1. 9:1 2,.3:1 a 

! 
I 

A r t s  and Science 
, Colleges 1 . 2  6,3:1 . 4 . 2 ~ 1  3 .5 :I  3,O:l ! 

, Professional 
- 12,4:1 Cotleges 8 . 7 : l  5.0:I 6 , 6 :  1 5.9:t ; 

Universities : 1 0 , 5 : L  : 39.8:l , 4 . 7 : l  

Source: Pakistan Education Statistics . , 1947/48 to l97Z/ 73: 
Bursau of Sducational Planning and Management. 
Ministry of Zducation, Is lamabad. 
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TABLE 6 

Znrollment in Professional Colleges in Pakistan 
by Type a d  Sex 

Engineering Male .., 
; Female . . . 

Academic Year . I 
I 

l % Z /  63 I 1972/73 / 
Total Profesrdonal Wle 12,436 
Colleges . ! Female 2,470 

1 

3,068 Male 

- 

i - 
! Commerce 
! 
1 

- 

: Male 2 ,897  - 7,484 

. Female 4 234 ! 
I 

i Law 
I I Female 

t 
1 1 

Male. 1,570 2,517 Educstiou 
! Female . . 746 L, 741 ; 

I Male 
tndigenous Medicine 

.Female . . . 
M a  la ! Homeopathic 

I i Female 1 * a  

I 
I Fine A r t s  j Male ! 

t Female. : 
4 I 

I 
I 

i Femate , 602 , 1,478 i ..Home Econonuics - 
I 

Source: Pak i s t an  Sducatim ltatistirs . . - l947/48 to 19?2/73; 
Bureau of Fdtucatiopat PLannin and a n a g e m e n t .  
Minis t ry  or ~ d u c a h o n ,  L i a m a k d .  

LEGEND: 1) ,, . . = data not available 2 )  - = data nil. 



Zconomic Role Of Vomen 

" ... The proportion of women in the labor force of Pakistan is 
among the lowest in the world, The Labor Force Survey, 
1971-72 75 shows that only 3.1 percent  of females a g d  10 and 
over were a c ~ v e l y  involved in the labor force, This compare8 

-. 
with 78.7 percent for males, 76 

Figure 1 shows that rural female lab& force participation 
rates are s i ~ i c a n t l y  higher than w b a n  rates irr'-neartp wary . 

age grouu, The fact that the urban rate appears to be higher than 
the rural rate for women in the 55-59 age group is probably not 
statistica~ly significant, .. - - . -  

.... 

. . 
The shape of the pazticipatioa rate curve differs markedly 

between rural and urban women. Labor force participation is 
relatively high fo r  rural women of all age groups from 20-54, It 
rises sharply from age 13-20 and declines sharply after age 54. 
Urban women, on the other hand, demonstrate a gradually in- 
creasing l w e i  of participation in the labor forca from age LO 
through age 54. The decLine i n  rate after age 54 is not as pre-  
cipitous f o r  urban women. 

x -  These basic differences in the shape of the curves undoubtedly 
reflect the differences in ghysical demands between urban and 
rural work, They may also reflect: differences i n  the amount of 
t ra ining for urban jobs, the relative difficulty of entering the 
u rban  labor force, and the constraints children represent to 
young women who might otherwise enter the urban Labor force, 
The similarity of ths shape in participation rate curves bsween 
rural areas and all Pakistan is an indication of' the proportion of 
the total iabor force made up by ru ra l  workers. 

. . 

Some indication of the changing nature of fernale participa- 
tion rates can be gained through a comparison of the Labor Force 
Survey stairistics between 5968-69 and 1971-72 ' (Table 7). For 
&ban female workers, changes in each age g r o u p  appear to be 
quite small, On the other hand, participation rates for rural 
w o m e n  seem to have increased in  n e a r l y  each age group. Far 
the most productive age groups, from 20-49, increases in parti- 
cipation rates have been &z$able. Cue to the short' time span 
and the relatively small sample on which t h e  Labor Force Survey 

1 





Change in Female Labor Force Participation 
Rates by R ss idenca,  By A g e  Group 

1968-69 t o  1971-32 

URBAN i RURAL ! PAKISTAN i 
1 i Rate ; Change. :Rate Change !Rate 

Age.Group- j 1971-72 1968-69-1 1 9 T I - f Z  + 1968-69- / 1971-721 
i : 1971-72 ! 1971-72 
i I 
1 

I 

r 

i 
I 

J i 
10-14 I 1.6 ! i 

i 

! 55-64 
i .- 
/ 65 & Over 
1 



is based it m a y  be dangerous to infer Large scale changes in 
female labor force participation. However, these statistics : 

would seem to suggest  that at least i n  the case of rural women-: 
participation, in the l e b ~ r  force is  i n c r  zaclng. Availability of the 
1972 Housing, Economic and Demographic Survey (HZD) next 
year m a y  shed more Ught oa, t h i s  question, 

. On additi.oa to the constrsiats impose,d by-the low educatiorxal 
achievemerit of women,. traditional attitudes and the practice of 
purdah hamper women from -orking outside the. home. - 

- -7 

Traditional Attitudes 

A a in. all cultural aspects there are regioaaL .variatioas. in- 
attj&far toward womeqworking .out;fde the home, bat iP most 
instances" .. . , it is the role of the man to provide the famiLy 
livelihood,ixA :l maa who allows his women foLk t o  take jobs out- 
side the home is reproached. " 77 Dependency on the male f d l p  
members, for the most par t ,  has restricted fexales from be- 
coming self - sufficient. 

Iu a study concerning 66 :orr=en registered with the .Zmploy- 
merit .-change in Lahore, 30 percert said th$',r relatives and 
their commu.~itp did not approve of their wo rkia g out s i d e  their 
homes. A bout 70 percent said that their immediate family mem- 
bers approved of their working. Reasons for  zeeking employment 
were as foilows: 

"To support the S O  percent- 
"To sapplernen~ h e  fzrnily inco;r,eH 45,5 percent 
"To Live an ecotromically independent life" 4.5 percent -..--* 

. , . . 
The reasons given suggest thzt a small minority -0.1-k f o r  the sole 
purpose of living an economica!iy independent life, 78 R;atber, 
women are  forced to woxk :t. provide more resources for their 
families consumption, . . .  . . 

A very s;mall percentage of the women working are un- 
married. Of the& women in$erviewed 72 percent were not single. 
Single womsn, if they work a t  all usually quit after .they are 
.matried, IfEmptoyment in such cases is regarded as an.interim 
period of waiting: f o r  the right man to .appear rather than a 

- A  

career," ( y  



Dr. Baqai, a sociologist from the University of Karachi, has 
recently completed a sGey of 225 professional women of various 
occupational groups in the Karachi area, including professors,. 
beauticians and packaging girls, a. unique occupation in Pakistan 
where women pack garments for  e g p o r t  Baqai found &at rhc 
major goal for working women was to educate their children. We 
also found that, even if working fu l l  time, women still take car= 
of household activities. These findings reflect the continued in- 

- terest in the farnily and home which i s  contrary to the traditional 
belief that educated and worktng womea neglect their family and 
household activities, 80 

Another commonly held belief tha& girts aili not work after 
they have finished tb& chooting, that& a waste of money, has 
been disproven at Least i 9 3edical field, Recent statistics, how- 
ever sporadic.ally gathered, disclosed that 98 percent of the 
qualified female doctors are working either full  time or part  
time, 31 

Purdah 

The purdah system is one of ths major factors keeping women 
from seeking emplbyment, They face great difficulties in finding 
jobs where they can work ia seclusion from maies, R eluctaat. to 
work i n  offices-as clerks, typists, or as sales girls, the majority 
want  jobs in girls schools or colleges secluded from males. Of 
the 66 women Shah interviewed, 30 p r e f e r r e d  teaching b, -cause 
purdah could still be observed. 82 

In an interview with a 22 year o l d  unmarried girl, she related 
how the traditional observance of purdah limited her to teaching 
g i x l s  at home. While she did not mind working in an office, her 

,mother, because of the farnily tradition af purdah, preferred to 
l ive under great economic hardship rather than r i s k  her daughter's 
reputation and the family1 s face by exposing her daughter to 
supposedly a ~~hostiLe" environment. 83 

.Even in the. fast growing metropolitan city of Karachi, educa- 
ted working girls, in come instances, p r e f e r  b work i n  seclusion 
from males. F o r  example, young g i r l s  employed at theTnited 
Baak Limited and Habib Banks of Karachi are demanding se~arate 
working sections from the men and want a female supervisor, 84 



Other f a c t o r s  appear  to limit women from taking jobs- 
outside ths home, In addition to the constraints imposed on . 

women S y  lowp educational achievement, t r ad i t iona l  attitudes 
and the practice of purdah, p u n g  unmarried girts face the prub- 
-1em.of finding proper housing in  both the rural and urban areas. 
In rural arearp where openings for  college and university trained 
women are available in social welfare, family planning and rural 
development, girls are discouraged from accepting these jobs 
because of thtt lack of proper housing. Working mothers are 
further r e s t r i c t e d  from taking .a job outside the home because of 
the lack of day care centers. . - 

. . 

It is obvious that a number of problems must be solved if- . 
mare women are to be integrated into the labor force  in Pakistan, 

." 
Women .in Farm Act iv i t i es  a .  

While the 1971-72. Labor  Force Suvey showed that 9 . 5  percent 
of rural fema'les were participants in the l a b o r  force, authorities 
believe that women contribute cocsiderabl y more to the apicul-  
tural sector i P  indirectly, 

By working in the fields women in r u r a t  areas, in addition 'to 
earning some of the f a d l y  income,save on expenditure that would 
have incurred  by having to pay hired bauds. In this respect 
women contribute significantly to bath the family income and the 
national economy. 

,The rasu1.t~ of a s tudy canducted in  four villages in L yt lpur  
Oistrict revealed that women ars actively invotved in farm bpera- 
tions f r o m  the beginning of the harvesting season to the storing 
of the yield. ''' wornen also feed  and m i l k  animals, ' clean cattle 
sheds, carry meals to the farm, and during teisure hours, spin, 
weave, sew, knit o r  m a k e  other handicrafts, This survey may 
not represent the total rural  female coatribu&i i n  farm activi-  
t ies ,  but it is indicative of the widespread ~irzvolvemeni: of' women 
in agr icu l ture .  In m o r e  than 80 percent of the families i n t e r -  
viewed, women were actively involved in farm work . The other 
20 percent e i t h k r  observed purdah; were from nuclear families 
whereby th-e house.wife did not have time to'work in fields; or they 
did not 5ave  to work because they could afford to hire Laborers. 



The three major factors dfectiag the working behavior of 
women were the type of community; the caste to which the women 
belong; and the level of education, The most significant observa- 
tion from Table 3 shows those farm activities which demand tha 

.. larger proportion of wornen's time. These activities are cleaning 
grains, cutting fodder, and threshing wheat. In addition to work- 
ing in tfie*fields, women prepare and take foods to their husbands 
on the farm and a large percentage, 84.2 percent, make Erandi-: 
crafts during their leisura hours. 

. .%ducation appears to have a significant affect bn participation 
in farm activities (Table 9). It is interesting to note that any 
amount af education automaticaily lessens the involvement of 
women in.farrn activities,. There. is esseatiatty no differeacd i d  the 
rate of participatioe between womea who have been educated up to 
middle school and woman who have completed Matric and above, 
me high rtte of lierate women working during leisure hours 
reflects the available time they have over illiterate women who 
s w n d  much m o r e  time in farm activities. 

The caske to which a female belongs has a striking effect on 
her participation in farm activities (Table 10). However, it should 
be noted t L t  the caste system i n  Pakistan does not have any 
religious connotations , but is instead an occ upationat strata* The 
concept of a caste system ia the Islamic society had its origins 
from the Eindus who ,converted to Islam an6 refained their 'occu- 
pational caste identity. D ~ f i n i t i o n s  of the different casts are as 
follows by rank: 

Rajput means "princeu (rajas1 son), Rajputs are traditionally 
warriors, rulers, landowners and cultivators who were 
probably descendants of Central Asia who came to India 
before Islam, 

dais are landowners, superb farmers and cmtribute subs- .  - 
tantially to the Pakistan fighting forces, They hold a highly 
respectable socfat position, but are tower ranking t h a ~  

. Rajputs. 

(3)  ~ r i a n s  are aa agricultural eribe of good standing, but have 
adopted new occupations as well. When new land was opened 
by i r r iga t ion  many moved into the canal colony districts, 



Gujars ara most numerous in Northwest Punjab, They are 
related to  the G u j a r s  of former NorthWest Frontier Province, 
but have a higher status in the Puajab ranking only slightly 
below the jats. 

Baluchis are most numerous in the Southwest Punjab. They 
work in agr icu l tura  and'arximal husbandry, and are espeically 
known as camel drivers. 5 6 

Rajput women of the 'nigh~,st ranking caste have a much lower 
part ic ipat ion rate thanths lower ranking castes. High caste ,  as 
with educational attainment, acts as a prohibition against women 
i n  farm activit ies,  T h e r e f o r e ,  they have more leisure time to. 
spsnd in houscjhold related activities. 

Neverthel.ess, wamen in all three of the l i s ted categories, 
whether by c o m m u n i t y ,  Level of education or caste, contribute 
highly to the a . g r i c u h r a 1  s e c t o r  as wet1 a s  to the overall needs 
of the family, This is extxemely important t o  bring attention to  
i n  the discussion of female tabor force participation, because the 
capabilities of women are too often overlooked as a potential huinaa 
r e s a u r c o  for c:conamic develo~ment ,  

A number' of dedicated women working for voluntary organiza- 
tions a r e  continuing their  struggle to focus attention on the ener -  
gies and abilities oi women throughout Pakistan. V?omenis volun- 
tary associations, especiaily A P V A  as mentioned earlier, has, 
from the inception of Pakistan,  devoted a large amount of time 
and effort tdwerds r a i s ing  the status of women. Non-prof i t ,  
other international voluntary organizat ions  and several Divisions 
of the Pakistan Governmsnt have begun to focus on the ~ct ivi t ies  
that would laad to the enhancement of Pakistani women, 

The following section provides a brief description of the 
effor ts  dirsctcsd toward the improvement: of the well-being of 
wonen i n  Pakistan, 



TABLE 8 

Part ic ipkt lon of Women in F a r m  Opera t ions  by Type of Cornrnunita 

T y p e  of 
Community 

Jan glees* 

Settlers** 

R efugoes*** 

h v s l a g e  Lh 

P r e ~ a ~ a -  ~ ~ v - z s  ting- Seas&-.- Other Activi t ies  
:ion of Saga r - A n i m a l  Work  
Land Sowing c a n e  Clean-  C a r e  During Meals 
Fodder- Seaeon Wheat Thresh ing  Cotton Pro- in g Milking Leisure to t h e  
7utting Hoeing Cutt ing Wheat - Picking cessing Grainb a n i m a l e  H o u r s  F a r m  

* T h o ~ e  who se t t l ed  before colonization, i. e,  na t ive  inhabitants 

*+People who migra ted  f r o m  the dense ly  populated areas of E a s t  Punjah in the 
beginning of this cen tury .  

***Thoso who came h e r e  a f te r  the independence of Pakistan in 1947. 

- 
Aver age 
r e c e n t  
of total  
p a r  tici- 

P2!LkL. 

5 5 . 9  

Source: Kishwar Saeed, R u r a l  Women's Part ic ipat ion in Farm Operations, 1,yallpur; -. - 
West F'akiatan Universi ty  (1906) 



Effect of Education on Female Participation Farm Activities 

Preparation Harveoting Animal Care  A v e r a g e  
of land Sowing Season Season Feeding Feeding Cleanhg Activi t ies P e l c a n t  of 
Fodder: Paur in g Fooder Foddal of Milk Power Cattle VJor k During P a l  tici- 

Education Cutting Seeds Cutting Hoeing Cutting Aerials Animals Shed Leisure Hours pation 

Upto Middle 27. 7 29+ 5 70.5 9. 1 75.9 7 5 . 9  71 .2  30.9 9 3 . 3  5 3 . 8  

Matr ic and 
Above 51.6  22.6 48 .4  32 .3  6 1 . 3  7 8 . 6  6 7 . 4  30.6 90.9 5 3 . 5  

Source: TCishwar Saeed, Rural VJomen's Farticipation in F a r m  Operatioris, Lyallpur 
W , - s t  Pakisten Univerai ty  (1966) 





PROGXA h a  FOR ZNHANCING TH3 STATUS OF WOhLDl 

: Industrial Hornea . 

Industrial Elornee are woment s handicraft centers, of which 
3,000 are in existence thr.oughaut Pakistan, The objective behind 
these centers is to provide employment oppoi-tunities fo~wornen. 
to supplement the family income. Ths two-fold approach is to . 

provide: 1) aesistance to already skilled-women in'locating wakk 
opportunities; 2 ) txainihg of unskitted and semi- skilled women, 87 

.. . . - . . 
Industrial homes focus on females aged 12-35 who are t rained 

in a variety of handicraft skills such as embroidery, sewing and 
cutting of dresses, knitting, mirror work on cloth, woodwork, 
leather craft, and weaving. The women, after training, usually 
do their work at home and bring. the finished product to the Local 
center which markets the handicrafts through its own sales shop, 

:-. 

A dult Literacy Programs . . 

Adult Literacy Programs, initiated in 1956 by A P V A  , have 
expanded in recent years, Adult l i teracy activities are being con- 
ducted in  98 different dietr ic t  units and 70 Gaining courses f o r  
teacher-trainers have been conducted involving local women teader- 
ship in organizing and running the program, Literacy is the founda- 
tion f o r  broadening interests and the basia for f u r t h e r  training and 
education, 'J'herefore, the Adult Literacy Program has the potential 
for  opening up new v i s t a s  for women wfio did a& have the opportu- 

. . 
aity .to attend frs rmat schooling, 88 

Maternal Child Health Centexs -: 

Sorns 894 i b t e r n a l  Child Health (MCH) Centers have been 
established throughout Pakistan. MCH Centers  vary i n  size, 
facilities and popularity, but in general they provide a family plan- 

. ning program and a motivatioazl p r o g r a m  m a  o r  three times a --: 
week to instruct women in family planning and ,nutrition, 

MCN C e n t e r s  usuatly employ one Lady Health Visitor (LHV). who 
is a trained paramedic, and is assisted by a dai, or local midw-ife. 

7 

The L E V  examines and diagnoses  patients, dispenses  medicines, 
conducts various clinics, giv& health and nu t r i t ion  talks,  holds 
sewing ctasses and also visits patients at home. 89 



Population Planning Programs 

Population Planning P rogro&, while their objectives are 
not .speciEcaLly designed to raise the status of warrien are worthy a 

of mention. Popdatior, Planning Programs provide employment" 
f o r  6,941 fimales working as dottors,' inspecting assistants, health 
*sitore, motivators, dais and - dai motivators. The long-range 
effects of smaller families are even more important in'kkrms of 
health, education and welfare for both mothers and children, 9C) 

Integrated Programs 

The Orangi Pilot Project established near Karachi by Central 
ALL Pakistan Wornens Association (APWA)  represents a model by 
which other projects could be based, In 1970 ,  the Orangi Project 
started with a simple milk feeding program, but has expanded its 
facilities to offer health services, adult education classes and 
needlework and tailoring classes. A Day Care Csn te r  was started 
in 1972 for  children of working mothers of the Orangi Sector. 
Nutrit ion education and supplementary feeding p rograms  have been 
added. CAiZE has assisted in  providing wheat, flour, milk powder 

- and other food supplements. '31 

Integrated programs show great promise for the future in that 
they offer a broader range of services and activities w'hich attract 
a larger number of women, These various programs represent art 
initial step to-rds raising the status of women in Pakistan and an 
increasing awareness of the state of womankind i n  Pakistan. But 
they also-represent the efforts of a very small number of dedicated 
individuals who havs only recent ly begun to get  the programs on 
their feet, 

t t A '  . - >  

Undokbtedly, International VTomenls Year has had an impact on 
'-focusing attention to the ovarali situation of women throughout the 
world. In Pakistan, a number of institutes havs contributed i n  some- 
way, by holding seminars, gatherings, workshops, 'compiling 
bibliographies of literature on women and tooking into areas where 
'research on women is weak, 



Begum Ncrsrat Bhutto has demonstrate& her suppor t  for  
International Womeni s Year by speaking o u t  on womenf s issues 
throughout the year. Begurn 3hutto presiding aver the first 
meeting of the National and Coordinating Committee set up f o r  
the observance of International V?omenrs Year . ., said that 
International Women's Year is being observed in pursuance of 
the 'resolution by the 'United Nations Genera l  A asembly to intensify 
efforts and under takings  to improve the conditions of women and - L-- . 
their contribution, with special reference: 

To the promotion df equality between men and women. . 

To* ensure  full integration of womea in the to ta l  develop- 
ment efforts at the national regional and internationaL 
leveLr3, 

To recognize the importance of increasing women's 
contribution i n  strengthening world peace. 92 

The present Government  has taken an  interest i n  women by 
making provis iorsfor  vocational and technical t raining.  Recen t ly  
a Rs. 10 lakh project has been approved by the Government under 
which the Manpower Divisian w i L L  set  up f ive Secretarial Training 
Centers f o r  t ra in ing wonen as secretaries, recep t ion is t s ,  account 
assistants and telephone operators. ~ e c e t a r i a l  Training C e n t e r s  
'2re  proposed to be located on= each i n  Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore, 
Peshawar and Quetta. 93  

CONCLUSION 

There is already a general agrsehent among those  intsrestecl 
in irnprovitig the status of women that it is necessary t o  expand 
existing progriLins to reach a larger proportion of the female 
population, 

Women m r k e  up 46.95 percent  of the population of P a k i s t a n  of 
whom 73. $5 pc:rcent Live in rural areas. Y e t ,  in general, the rural 
female population has been n2glected in attsmpts to  improve the 
well-being of women in Pakistan. 



If rural women could be partially relieved of some of the 
burdensome time coneumiug t a s k s  such as car ry ing  water and 
gathering fire materials, their energies a n d  ab i l i t i es  could be 
better concentrated on the development of the country, Rural 
women must deveiop a n  awareness of themselves as active contri- 
buting members of their families and communities, but until. they 
are relieved of some of their cumbersome chores, they will not 
have time to do so. 

Although the trend is d d n i t s l y  changing towards improving the 
status of women in Pakistan, the traditional domestic rols is slow 
in breaking down. The r'orm and magnitude oi woment s emancipa- 
tion tends to vary with the type and size of commuuity. In large 
cities like Karachi and Lahore, woman have securad considerable  
physical, social and cul tural  ernsncipation, Rural women, however, 
for the most part ,  have not apexiencad such an emancipation. 

A s  it stands, nearly :half of the nzzion's human resources are 
wasted because women have not been integrated into the labor force. 
Interviews with village women revealed e, strong desire to earn 
wages to supplement  the f a m i l y  income. Those who have had even 
the simple o p p o r t ~ n i t y  to  learn handicraft skills take great  pride 
i n  t he i r  work, 

International Women1 s Year brings a unique opportunity to focus 
attention on the status of women, but it shouid be a continuing pro- 
cess and not end i n  December, 1975. 

Women in Pakistan are becoming increasingly aware of their 
rights and seE-dignity. The opportunity axists to Launch a cam- 
paign to extend the rights of womsn through governmental lagis la-  
tion and  provision of e r n p ~ o ~ m a t k  act ivi t ies  i n  the private and public 
se$o rs .throughout Pakistan. . . .  . . 

. *. . . . . .  ' . .. . . 
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