
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATION 
 
 
 
The Director of Central Department for  
Office Affairs of H.E. Minister of Economy & 
Foreign Trade 
 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
In fulfillment of Egypt’s obligations based on its joining the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) and the agreements stated in the closing paper comprising 
outcome of the Uruguay round for multiple party trade negotiations and schedules of 
Egypt’s commitments in the trade field of goods and services signed in Morocco on 
15/4/1994 as well as addendum No. 1 (c) annexed to the establishment agreement of 
the World Trade Organization (Agreement on Trade-related aspects of intellectual 
property rights). 
 
Please be advised that the committees constituted for laying down the draft bill of the 
intellectual property protection has already accomplished its duty, particularly, patents 
for invention and utility models, layout-designs (topographies) of integral circuits and 
undisclosed information. 
 
It is worth mentioning that the draft bill has comprised the following: 
 
(1) The legislative framework for filing applications of patents relating to chemical 

pharmaceutical products submitted as of 1st January 1995, that will be initially 
examined by 1/1/2005 
(Article 43 of the draft bill in accordance with provisions of Clause 8, Article 70 
of “TRIPS” Agreement. 

 
(2) Provisions giving marketing rights to the aforementioned products. 

(Article 44 of the draft bill, in accordance with provisions of Clause 9, Article 70 
of “TRIPS” agreement. 

 
(3) Provisions of protecting undisclosed information. 

(Articles from No. 53 to No. 59 of the draft bill in accordance with Clause 3, 
Article 39 of “TRIPS” agreement. 

 
       (Signed) 
 
Dated: 30/12/1999        Serry Mahmoud Siam 
       Counsellor 
      Deputy Chief of Cassation Court 
               For Legal Affairs   
 



 
 

Arab Republic of Egypt 
Presidential Decree 

Draft Bill 
Copyright Protection 

 
 
 
 
The President of the Republic  
 
Having taken cognizance of the constitution: and 
 
The trademarks and statements law issued by Law No. 57 of 1939; and 
 
The patents and industrial models and drawings issued by Law No. 132 of 1949; and 
 
The Presidential Decree No. 72 of 1995 approving Egypt’s joining in the World Trade 
Organization and the agreements stated in the conclusive document comprising the 
outcome of Uruguay round for multiple party trade negotiations and schedules of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt’s commitments in the trade field of goods and services signed 
in Morocco on 15/4/1994; and 
 
The addendum No. 1(c) annexed to the establishment agreement of the World Trade 
Organization (Agreement on Trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights); and 
 
Following the approval of the Ministers’ Cabinet; and 
 
According to the considerations of the State Council 
 

 
Decreed 

 
 
The following draft bill to be submitted to the People’s Assembly 
 
Article (1):  Protection of intellectual property rights shall be enforced by the law 
hereto annexed.  
 
Article (2):  Laws No. 57 for 1939 concerning trademarks and trade information; Law 
No. 132 for 1949 concerning patents and industrial models and drawings except 
provisions relating to patents for chemical products necessary for foodstuffs and 
pharmaceutical chemical products, which will be cancelled by January 1st, 2005; and 
Law No. 354 for 1954 concerning protection of the author’s right.  Also, any 
provision contradicting the provisions of the appended laws will be considered as 
cancelled. 
 
 



Article (3):  The competent ministers shall issue the executive regulations as well as 
the relevant decisions for enforcing the provisions of the appended law.  Regulations 
and decisions, existing at the time of issuing the appended law, will remain in force 
until the new ones are enforced.  
 
Article (4):  The concerned persons may request application of provisions relating to 
intellectual property international agreements to which Egypt is member, if it is more 
favorable to them than the provisions of the appended law. 
 
Article (5):  This law shall be published in the Official Gazette and will be in force 
with effect from January 1st, 2000 except provisions of patents for invention of 
chemical products relating to foodstuffs and pharmaceutical chemical products, which 
will be enforced as of January 1st, 2005. 
 
This Law shall be stamped with the official seal and enforced as any of the State’s 
laws. 
 
Issued on    /  /1999 corresponding to    /   / 
 
 
       President of the Republic  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAW OF 
 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PROTECTION 
 

THE FIRST BOOK 
 

PATENTS FOR INVENTION AND UTILITY MODELS, 
 

LAYOUT-DESIGNS (TOPOGRAPHIES) OF 
 

INTEGRAL CIRCUITS & UNDISCLOSED INFORMATION 
 



 
CHAPTER 1  

 
PATENTS FOR INVENTION UTILITY MODELS 

 
 
 
Article 1:-   An invention patent shall be granted in accordance with the provisions of 
this law, for every new invention industrially exploitable, involving an inventive step 
whether in connection with new industrial products, novel industrial ways or means or 
new application of known industrial ways or methods. 
 
The patent is granted independence from any modification, improvement or addition, 
to an invention for which a patent was issued.    In such a case, the patent will be 
granted according to the provisions of this law to the applicant who performed the 
modification, improvement or the addition. 
 
Industry in this regard comprises chemical products pertaining to foodstuffs, 
pharmaceutical chemical products, microorganisms, microbiological and non 
biological processes necessary for plant and animal production and biological process 
for plant production. 
 
 
Article 2:-     Patents cannot be granted to the following: 
 
(a) Inventions which exploitation would jeopardize public conduct or order, cause 

considerable damage to environment, human life or health, animal or plant. 
 
(b) Discoveries, scientific theories, sportive methods, programs and manuscripts. 
 
(c) Methods relating to diagnosis, treatment and surgery for humans and animal.  
 
(d) Natural plants and animals irrespective of rarity or peculiarity as well as 

biologically based methods for animal production. 
 
(e) Human parts, tissues and cells as well as nucleic acids and human genes used for 

scientific researches. 
 
 
Article 3:-    The invention shall not be considered partially or totally new in the two 
following cases: 
 
(a) If an application was filed for granting a patent for the invention or a patent was 

issued for the whole invention or part thereof, whether in Egypt or abroad, at a 
date preceding the filing date. 

 
(b) If the invention had already been publicly used in Egypt or abroad or if its 

description was disclosed in a manner allowing the skilled in the art to exploit it 
prior to filing the patent application. 

 



The aforementioned disclosure will not be considered if the invention is displayed in 
national or international fairs or exhibited or shown in conferences or scientific 
periodicals during the year preceding the date of patent application.  Procedures of 
disclosing the invention and publishing for the above purposes are determined the 
executive regulations. 
 
 
Article 4:-   Without prejudice to the provisions of the international agreements 
presently in force in Egypt, every Egyptian person whether normal or legal or a 
foreigner shall have the right to apply to the Egyptian patent office for a patent. 
 
 
Article 5:-   A special register shall be provided at the patents office wherein 
applications for patents and utility models, as well as all related particulars 
comprising exploitation and disposition, are entered in accordance with the provisions 
of this law and its executive regulations and decrees. 
 
 
Article 6:-   The title to a patent shall be the property of the inventor or of the person 
to whom his rights have devolved.  If the invention is the result of joint effort between 
several persons, they shall all have equal title to the patent in common, unless they 
otherwise agree.  If, however, the invention is reached by several persons, each 
working independently, the title to the patent shall therefore be to the person who first 
filed the application. 
 
 
Article 7:-    If a person contracts with another to reach a certain invention then all 
rights resulting from such an invention will be devolved to the first person unless they 
otherwise agree. 
 
If the worker or the employee reaches an invention within the scope of his work 
relation or within the limits of the activity of the business or during working hours, 
then the right to the patent will devolve to them.  However, he will be prevented from 
exploiting or disposing of the invention before notifying the employer in writing in 
order that the employer uses his right to chose between purchasing the patent, 
exploiting the invention or disregarding the two choices.  The employer shall be 
obliged to advise the employee of his choice in writing within three months from the 
date of the employee’s announcement of his final decision. 
 
Purchasing the patent or exploiting the invention by the employer should be effected 
against a fair compensation, taking into consideration, particularly the prospected 
economic revenue of the invention. 
 
In all cases the patent shall remain in the name of the inventor. 
 
 
Article 8:-     The application submitted by the previous worker or employee in order 
to obtain a patent for his invention in accordance with Clause 2 of Article 7 of this 
law, within a year from date of  his leaving the private or the public establishment, 



shall be considered as having been submitted during continuation of the employment 
bond. 
 
The period in question shall be increased to three years in case the worker or the 
employee joins a competitive establishment and the invention was the direct outcome 
of his activities and previous experience at the establishment where he worked.  
 
 
Article 9:-    Provisions of Articles (7) and (8) of this Law are not applicable to 
contracts and to work and employment relations concluded outside Egypt. 
 
 
Article 10:-   The period of a patent for invention is limited by twenty years starting 
from the date of filing the patent application or from such other date as is deemed to 
represent the filing date of the application in Egypt. 
 
 
Article 11:-   The patent confers upon its owner the exclusive right to exploit the 
invention by all means in conformity with the provisions of this law in force. 
 
The right of the patentee shall expire in case of preventing others from utilising, 
selling, importing or distributing the product if he undertakes to market the product in 
any country per permits others to do so in Egypt while promoting it or authorizing 
other to promote it elsewhere. 
 
This right will not be considered as infringed if used by others in the following fields: 
 
(a) Scientific researches. 
 
(b) Manufacturing in Egypt and in good faith of a product by others, applying a 

method for producing a certain product or adopting certain arrangements for that 
product before date of granting the patent to another person for the same product 
or for the manufacturing method.  This third party, despite of issuing patent, has 
the right to continue performance of the aforementioned actions only for his 
establishment and without any expansion.  He has no right for assignment or 
transfer of this right unless with the other components of the establishment. 

 
(c) Applying the production method, subject of the invention, with the aid of other 

indirect means for the purpose of obtaining other products. 
 
(d) Exploiting invention in land, maritime or air transportation means owned by 

another country dealing with Egypt on reciprocity basis just in case of existence 
of one of those means temporarily in Egypt. 

 
(e) Production made by other within a limited scope of pharmaceutical chemcal 

articles within its protection period for the purpose of issuing permission for 
marketing same and expanding production by this third party with a view to store 
products, till lapse of the protection period. 

 



(f) Actions performed by another third party conditional to non-contradiction  with 
the normal usage of the patent and without infringing the legal interests of the 
patentee taking into consideration the legal interests of the third party.  

 
 
Article 12:-   Upon filing an application for a patent, a certain fee will be due for 
payment.  As also an annually increasing fee should be also paid with effect from the 
beginning of the second year up to the expiration of the patent period. 
 
These fees, which should not exceed two thousands Egyptian pounds for each patent, 
are determined by the executive regulations which also specify the rules for reducing 
same and conditions of exemption from fees settlement. 
 
 
Article 13:-   Application for a patent shall be made by the inventor or by the person 
to whom his rights have devloved to the inventions patent office, in accordance with 
the rules and conditions provided in the executive regulations.  The application for a 
patent should not comprise more than one invention.   The group of inventions 
constituting an integrated inventive idea will be considered as one invention. 
 
 
Article 14:-   An application for a patent shall be accompanied by a detailed 
description of the invention comprising a comprehensive statement of its subject and 
the best manner as to render it executable by the skille d, in the art, with respect to 
every product and to each method. 
 
The description should clearly indicate the new claims for which the applicant 
requests protection.  The application shall be accompanied by a drawing of the 
invention if the case so requires. 
 
If the application belongs to an invention of biological substance whether plant or 
animal, a certificate must be enclosed therewith evidencing that obtaining such 
materials was effected according to the laws in force within the country of origin.  
 
If the application relates to micro-organisms, then the applicant should indicate them 
and to deposit a culture at the department nominated in the executive regulations. 
 
Considering provisions of Article (39) of this Law, the applicant is obliged in all cases 
to submit complete details and comprehensive information pertaining to the 
applications submitted by him abroad for the same invention or related to its subject 
as well as results of looking into these applications. 
 
The executive regulations determine the attachments to the patent application as well 
as dates of presentation and rejection conditions. 
 
 
Article 15:-   The applicant shall have the right to exploit his invention as from the 
date of submitting the application. 
 
 



Article 16:-    The patents office may instruct the applicant to perform certain 
amendments completions so as to conform with provisions of Article (14) of this law 
in accordance with the manner determined by the executive regulations.   The 
applicant will be considered as having withdrawn his application in case of his non-
response to the patent office instructions. 
 
The applicant may appeal against the patent office’s decision to the committee 
referred to in Article (37) of this Law within thirty days in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in the executive regulations. 
 
 
Article 17:-  The patent applicant may at any time, before patent acceptance 
declaration, submit an application to modify specifications or drawings of the 
invention, while giving details of the nature of the modification and its reasons, 
provided the modification does not affect the individuality of the invention.  The same 
procedure relative to the application for a patent shall be followed with regard to this 
application. 
 
 
Article 18:-    The patents office shall examine the application for the patent and its 
attachments to make sure that the claims requested for protection are new, comprising 
a creative idea and industrially exploitable in accordance with provisions of Articles 
1, 2 & 3 of this Law. 
 
Should the invention fulfil the aforementioned conditions and if the provisions of 
Articles 13 & 14 of this Law were followed, the patents office shall publish the 
application acceptance in the Patents Journal in the manner laid down by the 
executive regulations. 
 
Any person concerned may within sixty days from the date of publishing the patent 
acceptance in the patents journal and according to the procedures determined by the 
executive regulations, present to the patents office, in writing, a notification objecting 
to the issue of the patent and stating the reasons of the opposition in the manner 
specified by the executive regulations. 
 
A fee of not less than one hundred and not exceeding one thousand Egyptian pounds, 
as determined by the executive regulations, shall be paid otherwise the opposition will 
be rejected. 
 
 
Article 19:-   Should the patents office find out that the invention for which an 
application has been presented concerns defence affairs or is of a military 
significance, the patents office before patent acceptance publication, shall provide the 
Ministry of Defence, within ten days from examination completion date, with a copy 
of the application together with its attachments and notify the applicant of such action 
within seven days from date of sending the documents to the Ministry of Defense.  
The Minister of Defense may oppose the publication of the acceptance of the patent 
application.  He may, after publication, oppose issuance of the patent if he finds out 
that the invention concerns defense affairs or has a military value.  This opposition 
should take place within ninety days from the date of publishing the patent acceptance 



in the Patents Journal.  The executive regulations indicate rules of opposition in the 
aforesaid cases, procedures of examination and settlement.  The Minister of Defense 
may propose to buy the invention or to enter into agreement with the inventor for the 
exploitation of the invention or to demand application of compulsory licence 
provisions within six months from date of opposition. 
 
 
Article 20:-   A patent shall be issued to the person entitled to it by virtue of a 
decision from the concerned minister or by his delegate.  This decision shall be 
published in the Patents Journal in the manner specified in the executive regulations. 
 
 
Article 21:-   Patent application acceptance shall not be published except after the 
lapse of one year from the date of presentation and remains valid during such period.  
 
 
Article 22:-   After publication of patent application acceptance, any person shall 
have the right to peruse application, documents and the relevant particulars record in 
patents register.  They shall also have the right to obtain copies thereof against a fee 
amount of which does not exceeding one thousand pounds, in the manner determined 
in the executive regulations. 
 
 
Article 23:-   The transfer of all or part of the ownership of an invention may be 
effected with or without compensation, as well as its mortgage or applying usufruct 
right thereon. 
 
Without prejudice to provisions concerning to the sale and mortgage of commercial 
establishments, the transfer of the ownership of a patent, mortgage or applying 
usufruct right thereon as evidence against a third party cannot be made except after 
due annotation thereof in the patent register. 
 
The publishing about the transfer of a patent ownership, its mortgage or applying 
usufruct right thereon shall be made in the manner laid down in the executive 
regulations. 
 
 
Article 24:-   The creditor may effect an attachment on the invention patent of his 
debtor in accordance with the rules of attachment of movable properties in possession 
of the debtor or in the hands of a third party.  The patent office shall be exempted 
from the rules relative to obtaining a declaration from the person against whom a 
seizure is made before an attachment is effected against him. 
 
The creditor shall notify the patent office of the attachment and the proces-verbal 
adjudication in order to enter an annotation therefore in the register.  They shall not be 
taken as evidence against third party except from the date of this annotation.  
 
The attachment shall be announced in the manner set forth in the executive 
regulations. 
 



 
Article 25:-   The patent office shall be allowed to grant compulsory licenses, if 
necessary, for  the exploitation of the invention in the following cases: 
 
First:   If the concerned minister sees – as the case may be – that the following will be 
realized from the invention exploitation: 
 
a- Non-commercial public utility purposes.  These include safeguarding national 

security, public health and food and environment safety. 
 
b- Confrontation of emergency cases or force majeure. 
 

The compulsory licence shall be issued for the cases indicated in (a) & (b) above, 
without need for previous negotiations with the patentee, or without the need of 
offering him reasonable conditions in order to obtain his approval for 
exploitation, or without allowing a certain period of time for negotiating with 
him. 

 
c- Supporting the national efforts in the sectors which are of significant importance 

in the economical, social and technical development without breaching the 
patentee rights unreasonably and taking into consideration the legal interests of 
others. 

 
The patentee shall be immediately notified with the compulsory license decision with 
respect to the cases of Articles (a) & (c) and as soon as reasonably possible for the 
cases of Article (b). 
 
Second :  If the Minister of Health declares that the drugs protected by the patent are 
insufficient to cover the needs of the country; or are of inferior quality or prices 
thereof are unusually high; or if the invention relates to medicine for critical 
conditions; or to incurable or indigenous diseases; or of importance as a prophylaxis 
drug; or the invention cover the method of production or preparation or ingredients of 
the drugs, for which reasons a compulsory license will be granted to others, and the 
patentee will be informed immediately with the compulsory license decision. 
 
Third :   If the patentee refuses to grant licences to others in order to exploit the 
invention – irrespective of the purpose of exploitation – in spite of the reasonable 
conditions offered to him and lapse of negotiation period of not less than two years. 
 
The applicant for the compulsory licence must produce evidence in this case that he 
has previously approached the owner of the patent during the aforementioned period 
to obtain a contractual license from him under reasonable conditions. 
 
Fourth:  If the patentee has not exploited the invention in Egypt or failed to exploit it 
sufficiently in spite of the lapse of four years from the date of presenting the patent 
application or three years from the date of granting the patent, whichever is longer, or 
if exploitation of the invention has been stopped by the patentee without reasons 
beyond his control for a period exceeding one year. 
 



Exploitation is effected properly by producing the product subject of protection in 
Egypt, or by applying the manufacturing method protected by the patent for invention.  
However, if the Patent Office sees, in spite of the lapse of any of the above mentioned 
periods, that failure in exploiting the invention was due to legal, technical or 
economic reasons beyond control of the patentee, the Patent Office may grant him a 
sufficient delay for exploiting the invention. 
 
Fifth:   If it is proved – after enforcing administrative or judicial procedures in 
accordance with laws and regulations in force – that the patentee has practiced his 
rights empowered by the patent in a way contradictory to competition. 
 
The following are considered actions contradictory to competition: 
 
(a) Exaggeration in selling prices of the products protected by the patent, or 

discrimination between customers with regard to prices and sale conditions. 
 
(b) Unavailability of the patent-protected products in the market, or available at 

unfair conditions. 
 
(c) Stopping production of the patent-protected article or the quantity produced is too 

small to comply with the proportionality between the productive capacity and the 
market requirements. 

 
(d) Acting in a way that negatively influences freedom of competition owing to the 

legal rules in force. 
 
In addition to the above, practicing rights sanctioned by the law to the patentee in a 
way which negatively influences the international transfer of technology, is also 
considered as an action vis-a-vis competition. 
 
The compulsory licence is issued in all above cases without need for negotiation or 
lapse of a delay from its issuance date even if the compulsory licence does not aim at 
covering the requirements of the local market. 
 
The Patent Office may refuse termination of the compulsory licence if the conditions 
which led to its issuance may take place again. 
 
When estimating the compensation due to the patentee, a sufficient amount should be 
deducted for the damages which arose from practices contradicting competition. 
 
The Patent Office may nullify the patent, if it appears after the lapse of two years 
from granting the compulsory licence that such a licence was insufficient to correct 
the negative consequences which affected the national income due to the practices of 
the patentee in exercising his rights. 
 
Any person concerned may appeal against the Patent Office’s decision of patent 
nullity to the Committee referred to in Article (37) of this law and in accordance with 
the conditions and procedures determined in the executive regulations. 
 



Sixth :  If the exploitation of the patentee – whatever the legal basis thereof - is not 
completed except with the exploitation of another invention necessary to him.  The 
Patent Office, in this case, may grant a compulsory licence allowing exploitation of 
the other invention provided fulfillment of the conditions of Article (26) in addition to 
the two following conditions: 
 
(a) The invention involves important technical and economical significance in 

comparison to the economic and technical importance of the other invention. 
 
(b) The applicant of the other invention shall have the right to obtain a compulsory 

licence for utilizing the first invention. 
 
Assignment of utilization authorized for any one of the two patents will not be 
completed unless accompanied with assignment of utilizing the other patent. 
 
In the cases relating to semi-connections technology, licence will not be granted 
except for non-commercial public utility purposes or for curing the consequences – 
after taking judicial or administrative measures – proved to oppose competition. 
 
Granting compulsory licences for the cases set forth in this article will be effected in 
accordance with the rules and regulations determined by the executive regulations. 
 
 
Article 26:-  The following should be considered when issuing the compulsory 
licence: 
 
(a) Deciding application for issuing the compulsory licence will be individually 

effected in accordance to each case.  Priority will be given if it aims to cover the 
needs of the local market.      

 
(b) The patentee shall have the right to appeal within thirty days from the date of 

advising him with licence issuance to others and in accordance with conditions 
and procedures set forth in the executive regulations to the committee referred to 
in Article (37) of this law, against the decision issued for granting compulsory 
licence to a third party.  

 
(c) The applicant who demands the compulsory licence or to whom the licence is 

issued, should have an active enterprise in Egypt and must be able to exploit the 
invention seriously. 

 
(d) The applicant to whom the compulsory licence was issued should be obliged to 

exploit the invention with the conditions and within the scope and period 
specified in the licence granting decision.  Should the licence period elapses 
without achieving the purpose of exploitation, the Patent Office may renew the 
said period. 

 
(e) Exploitation of the compulsory licence shall not be confined to its applicant.  The 

Patent Office may grant it to others. 
 



(f) The applicant to whom the compulsory licence has been issued is prevented from 
assigning the said licence to others unless accompanied with the project or with 
the part relating to invention exploitation. 

 
(g) The patentee shall be entitled to a fair compensation against exploiting his 

invention.  The economic value of the invention should be taken into 
consideration when estimating this compensation.  Rules and procedures of 
compensation assessment as well as the manner of obtaining it shall be 
determined by the executive regulations. 

 
The patentee shall have the right to appeal within thirty days from the date of 
estimating the compensation and in accordance with conditions and procedures 
set forth in the executive regulations to the Committee referred to in Article (37) 
of this law, against the decision of estimating the compensation amount. 

 
(h) The compulsory licence expires by the termination of its period.  The Patent 

Office, however, may cancel the compulsory licence before the lapse of its 
duration in case of elimination of reasons which led to its issuance, meanwhile 
occurrence of such reasons was not expected.  Relevant procedures set forth in 
the executive regulations are observed in this regard. 

 
(i) The owner of the invention shall have the right to request termination of the 

compulsory licence before the lapse of its fixed duration in case of elimination of 
the reasons which led to its issuance, meanwhile occurrence of  such reasons was 
not expected any more. 

 
(j) The licencee will have the right, in case of termination of the compulsory licence 

before expiration of its period, to be fairly compensated for the damages 
sustained by him due to such termination. 

 
(k) The Patent Office shall spontaneously or upon request of concerned persons 

amend licence conditions or cancel it if the licencee fails to utilize the licence 
within two years from its issuance or did not fulfil his obligations set forth in the 
licence. 

 
 
Article  27:-  By virtue of a decision from the competent minister, inventions may be 
expropriated for reasons relating to national defence and necessity cases set forth in 
Article (25) of this law which entail compulsory licence issuance.  Expropriation may 
be confined only to exploitation right. 
 
In all cases, expropriation will be against a fair compensation estimated by the 
committee referred to in Article (37) of this law and in accordance with the prevailing 
economic value at the time of expropriation decision issuance. 
  
The expropriation of property decision is published in the patents journal. 
 
Contestation in both expropriation decision and compensation estimation decision 
will be referred to the administrative court for judgment within thirty days from the 
date of notifying the person concerned by a registered letter. 



 
 
Article 28:-  The rights based on an invention patent shall be terminated and so 
considered as annulled in the following cases: 
 
(a) Lapse of the protection period in accordance with the stipulation of Article (10) 

of this Law. 
 
(b) Relinquishment of the patentee’s right thereof without prejudice to third party’s 

rights. 
 
(c) Issuance of a conclusive judgment annulling the patent. 
 
(d) Failure to pay the annual fees within a period of nine months from due date or the 

delay fine amounting to 7% of these fees, in accordance with the rules determined 
by the executive regulations. 

 
(e) Failure to exploit the invention within Egypt during the two years ensuing to 

compulsory license issuance according to a request submitted by the concerned 
person to the Patents Office. 

 
(f) Prejudice of the patentee in practicing his rights in the cases wherein compulsory 

license will not be considered as sufficient for correcting such stituation.  
 
Patents terminated in such cases shall be published in patents journal in the manner 
specified in the executive regulations. 
 
 
Article (29):-  The administrative court shall be the only competent court to which 
cases pertaining to cancellation of decisions issued in connection with patents, as well 
as cases concerning amendment of any of the particulars entered in patents register 
are referred. 
 
 
Article (30):-   Utility model patent shall be granted in accordance with the provisions 
of this law for any novel technical addition in the form or composition of means, 
tools, equipment, parts, products, preparations or their production methods and other 
things which are currently used. 
 
The applicant may request changing his utility model patent application to an 
invention patent application, and the patent applicant shall have the right to change his 
invention patent application to utility model patent application. 
 
The entry in the two cases is retreated to the date of original application. 
The Patent Office may automatically, whenever requirements are fulfilled, change the 
utility model patent application to an invention patent one. 
 
 
Article (31):-   The protection period which is unrenewable of the utility model is 
fixed by seven years, starting from the date of filing the utility model patent 



application at the Patents Office in Egypt, or from such other date as is deemed to 
represent the filing date of the application in Egypt. 
 
 
Article (32):-  On the filing of utility model application, a fee has to be paid.  A 
gradually increasing annual fee is also payable every year with effect from the second 
year till the patent period termination date.  These fees, as indicated in the executive 
regulations, shall not exceed one thousand Egyptian pound per application.  
Reduction or exemption conditions of such fees are also set forth in the executive 
regulations. 
 
 
Article (33):-  Without prejudice to provisions of Article (11) of this law, a 
punishment will be applied by an imprisonment for a period not exceeding three 
months and by a fine of not less than ten thousand pounds and not exceeding one 
hundred thousand pounds or by any one of these two penalties, to any person who: 
 
(a) imitates, for the purpose of commercial circulation, an invention or a utility 

model for which a patent was issued according to the law. 
 
(b) sells or offers for sale or for circulation or imports from abroad or possesses with 

the intention of trading imitated products with his knowledge thereof, whenever 
the invention patent or the utility model patent have been issued and in force in 
Egypt. 

 
(c) unjustifiably quotes on products or bills or trademarks or packing materials, etc., 

particulars which lead to the belief that he has obtained an invention patent or a 
utility model patent. 

 
In case of recidivism, the punishment will be imprisonment for a period not less than 
six months and a fine not less than fifty thousand and not exceeding one hundred 
thousand Egyptian pounds. 
 
 
Article 34:-  The owner of the invention patent may request the head of the 
competent court, as the case may be, to order a provisional seizure with regards to the 
products or the goods alleged to have imitated the product for which the patent was 
issued on basis of the detailed description indicated in the invention patent.  The order 
shall be issued with the necessary provisional seizures to safeguard and keep the 
goods and products in its condition. 
 
The above order may be issued before institution of the legal proceedings and will be 
annulled if the legal action has not been lodged within eight days from the issuance 
date. 
 
 
Article 35:-  The identical product is that product obtained by the method described 
in the patent if the plaintiff proves in his civil action: 
 



(a) That the identical product was obtained by the direct application of the method 
covered by the patent; or 

 
(b) That he spared no effort to arrive at the method applied in production.  The court 

in this case may order the defendant to prove that the method he used in obtaining 
the identical product differs from the method indicated in the patent and owned 
by the plaintiff. 

 
The court in the course of evidence procedures has to take into consideration the 
defendant’s right in protecting his commercial and industrial secrets. 
 
 
Article (36):-   The competent administrative, civil or criminal court, as the case may 
be, may issue judgment to dispose of the seized articles in the way it determines for 
the purpose of settlement of the fine or compensation amounts or it may order 
destroying said articles, if necessary. 
 
In all cases, the court should issue its decision with respect to the seized articles even 
in the case of a not guilty verdict for lack of evidence of criminal intention. 
 
 
Article (37):-  By a decision from the competent minister, a committee headed by a 
counsellor from the court of appeal or grade from the members of the or any one of 
equivalent grade from the members of the judicial organizations and membership of 
an assistant counsellor from the State Council in addition to three experts, shall look 
into the petitions and complaints arising from the decisions issued by the Patent 
Office in execution of the provisions of this law. 
 
Nomination of the members of the judicial organizations will be made by the Minister 
of Justice after the approval of the boards of these organizations. 
 
Complaining or petitioning to the committee will be effected against a fee fixed by the 
executive regulations not exceeding five hundred pounds. 
 
The committee should look into the petition or complaint within a period not 
exceeding sixty days from the date of petitioning.  The decision of the committee in 
this regard will be considered as final.  
 
The case may not be accepted for judgment pertaining to decisions of the Patent 
Office except after looking into the petition or after the lapse of sixty days from 
petitioning date without studying it. 
 
The duties of this committee are organized by the executive regulations. 
 
 
Article (38):-   The Patent Office may appeal in the decision issued by the committee 
referred to in Article (37) of this law before the administrative court, within thirty 
days from the date of the notification addressed to the said Office by registered letter 
with acknowledgement of receipt and the court shall look into the appeal urgently.  
 



 
Article (39):-   Should an application for securing an invention patent be submitted in 
one of the countries granting Egypt reciprocal treatment, the applicant or the person to 
whom his rights have devolved may present, within the year ensuing to application 
submission date to the Egyptian Patent Office, a similar application for the same 
subject containing the conditions and terms stated in this law and its executive 
regulations.  The registration date, in this case, will be revert to the date of entering 
the first application in the foreign country. 
 
 
Article (40):-  The employees of the Patent Office are not permitted to apply for 
invention patents either personally or as intermediary, except after the lapse of at least 
three years from the date of their quitting the service with the said Office. 
 
 
Article (41):-  Provisions relating to invention patents shall be applicable to all items 
relating to utility model patents for which no provisions were issued. 
 
 
Article (42):-   Provisions relating to this law will be applicable to all applications 
submitted to the Patent Office before date of enforcement of this law and for which no 
invention patents was issued therefor.  The applicant may modify his application to 
conform with the provisions of this law. 
 
The protection period determined by this law will be applicable to invention patents 
which duration periods have not expired on the law enforcement date. 
 
 
Article 43:-  The Patent Office shall accept the invention patent applications for 
chemical products relating to foodstuffs as well as the pharmaceutical chemical 
products in order to keep them together with the applications relating to these 
products previously submitted on January 1st, 1995 until starting examination of these 
applications as of January 1, 2005. 
  
Protection of inventions pertaining to the aforementioned products will start –  in case 
of granting patent – from the date on which the application was submitted and 
continues over the remaining period of the patent, pursuant to Article (10) of this law. 
 
 
Article 44:-   With consideration of the date fixed for starting examination of 
applications of invention patents relating to the products set forth in Article (43) of 
this law, the patent applicant shall request the competent governmental authority to 
confer upon him marketing rights in Egypt for his product, provided that the product 
has been protected by an invention patent in one of the countries of the Agreement on 
Trade- related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, and that a marketing approval 
had been awarded him in these countries based on applications submitted as of 
January 1st, 1995.  The applicant is obliged to submit all pertinent supporting 
documents. 
 



The applicant will enjoy the marketing rights conferred upon for his product which 
the competent governmental authority approved granting it, until the Egyptian Patent 
Office looks into the matter, or for five years counted from the date of approval, 
whichever date is nearest. 
 
 

CHAPTER 2  
 

Layout-Designs (Topographies) of Integrated Circuits  
 
 
Article 45:-  It is meant by the integrated circuit when applying the provisions of this 
law, every product in its final or intermediate form comprising elements – at least one 
of which is an active element –  fixed to a piece made of a material and constitutes 
with some or all connections an integrated structure targeting creation of a limited 
electronic function. 
 
It is also meant by the layout-design (topography), every three-dimensional 
arrangement prepared for integrated circuit for the purpose of industrialization. 
 
 
Article 46:-   According to provisions of this law, the new Layout-Designs 
(Topographies) of Integral circuits are also protected. 
 
The layout-design is considered as novel if it is the outcome of an intellectual effort 
exerted by its owner and was not among the common general knowledges known at 
those skilled in the concerned industrial art.  However, the layout-design is considered 
as new if its elements are coupled and communicated with each other as per se new, 
although the constituting elements lie within the scope of the common general 
knowledge at those skilled in the concerned industrial art. 
 
 
Article 47:-   Any concept, method, technical system or encoded information which 
may be included in the layout-design of integrated circuit, shall not be protected. 
 
 
Article 48:-   The protection period of layout-designs (topographies) of integrated 
circuits is fixed by ten years counted from the application date for registering it in 
Egypt, or from the date of its first commercial exploitation thereof in Egypt or abroad, 
whichever the former date. 
 
The protection period of the layout-designs expires in all cases by elapse of fifteen 
years from the disclosure date of its creation. 
 
 
Article 49:-   The application for registration of the layout-design is submitted to the 
invention Patents Office by the concerned person.  A register in this Office is 
earmarked for the entry of registration applications in accordance with the relevant 
conditions and procedures specified in the executive regulations.  A fee not exceeding 
one thousand Egyptian pound is due according to regulations on every application. 



 
 
Article 50:-   No individual or legal entity, without having a previous written 
authorization from the person concerned for the protected layout-design, shall not be 
allowed to perform any of the following: 
 
(a) Copying the total layout-design or copying any new part thereof whether copying 

was merged in an integrated circuit or by any other means. 
 
(b) Importing the layout-design, selling or distributing it for commercial purposes 

whether this action was individually accomplished, or if it is merged in an 
integrated circuit or if it is a component of an article. 

 
 
Article 51:-   Without prejudice to protection provisions determined by this law, any 
individual or legal entity may undertake, without an authorization from the person 
concerned, any one or more of the following: 
 
(a) Copying or commercial exploitation including importing, selling or distributing 

an integrated circuit comprising a protected layout-design or importing, selling or 
distributing an article in which that integrated circuit is included in its 
manufacture, if this action is carried out by a person who at the time of action 
was not given the opportunity to know that the integrated circuit or article  
comprised is a protected layout design. 

 
The possessor in this case, against a fair compensation paid to the person 
concerned, may dispose of stocked merchandise or any articles purchased after 
being advised by the person concerned through a registered letter with 
acknowledgement of receipt that the integrated circuit or article in his possession 
comprises a protected layout-design. 

 
(b) The personal usage or utilization of protected layout-design for test, examination, 

analysis, training or scientific research purposes.  If that resulted in a new layout-
design creation, then the creator will have the right to protect it. 

 
(c) Creation of a layout-design identical to another protected layout-design as a result 

of independent efforts. 
 
(d) Importation of the protected layout-design or the integrated circuit which 

comprises this design whether single or merged in an article, or the article which 
includes an integrated circuit comprising a protected layout-design whenever any 
of them is circulated in Egypt or abroad.  The invention Patent Office may issue a 
compulsory licence in favor of a third party in order to exploit the layout-design 
according to the provisions of the compulsory licence relating to invention 
patents set forth in Article s(25) and (26) of this law. 

 
 
Article 52:-   A punishment by imprisonment for a period not less than three months 
and a fine not less than ten thousand and not exceeding fifty thousand Pounds or any 
of the two punishments shall be applied on any person breaching provisions of Article 



(50) of this law.  In case of repetition, the punishment will then be imprisonment for a 
period not less than six months and a fine of not less than fifty thousand pounds and 
not exceeding one hundred thousand pounds. 
 
 



CHAPTER 3  
 

Undisclosed Informat ion 
 
 
Article 53:-   Undisclosed information is protected in accordance with provisions of 
this law and comprises the following: 
 
(a) The information described as confidential or secret.  This secrecy is realized if the 

information as a whole or in the formation, comprising its elements are not 
known or not generally circulated at those skilled in the industrial art within 
which scope such information exist. 

 
(b) The information which its commercial value is derived from its being 

confidential or secret. 
 
(c) The information which secrecy depends upon the effective measures taken by its 

legal possessor to keep it confidential. 
 
 
Article 54:-   The protection permitted by provisions of this law is expanded to the 
undisclosed information which were the outcome of great efforts and which are 
offered to the competent authorities upon their request to allow marketing of 
pharmaceutical chemical or agricultural products or food-stuffs which utilize new 
chemical particulars necessary for the relevant tests which must be conducted in order 
to allow marketing. 
 
The competent authorities receiving such information are obliged to protect it from 
disclosure and to prevent utilizing it in unfair commercial activities. 
 
The disclosure of this information by the competent authorities is necessary for the 
protection of the public or for utilizing it for testing information when examining 
other similar products, shall not be considered as infringing the rights of the owner of 
said information. 
 
 
Article 55:-  The legal possessor of undisclosed information will be obliged to adopt 
the necessary procedures for keeping this information undisclosed to avoid exposing 
it to circulation by incompetent persons. 
 
This information should be circulated properly within the firm  and confined to 
responsibles by means of a legal undertaking, hence preventing the same from leaking 
out to third party. 
 
The legal possessor will be responsible for any infringement of others to this 
information, unless it is proven that sufficient and reasonable efforts have been made 
by him to protect it. 
 



The secrecy of information will continue and the rights thereof preventing 
infringement of others, so long as this information is considered undisclosed 
according to provision of Article (53) of this law. 
 
The rights of the legal possessor of undisclosed information are confined to 
preventing others from infringing any of the actions that contradict honest commercial 
practices referred to in Article (56) of this law.  The legal possessor shall recourse to 
jurisdiction in case of evidencing that others have committed any of these actions. 
 
The owner of undisclosed information or his successor shall assign them to others 
against or without compensation. 
 
 
Article 56:-   The following actions are particularly considered as contradictory to 
honest commercial practices, and committing same imply unfair competition: 
 
1. Bribing employees of the office possessing information for obtaining it. 
 
2. Disclosing information through employees if such information has reached them 

ex officio. 
 
3. Disclosing information that has come to their intention by one of the contracting 

parties in “Information Secrecy Contracts”. 
 
4. Obtaining information from the filing cabinets by any of the illegal means such as 

theft, burglary or otherwise. 
 
5. Obtaining information by any of the spying means. 
 
6. Obtaining information by using trickery means. 
 
7. Using information by a third party which was obtained by any of the previous 

actions and his awareness of its secrecy and that it was obtained by any of the 
previous illegal methods. 

 
All consequences such as disclosure, possession or utilization of information by a 
third party, who was not authorized by the legal possessor, will be considered as 
infringement of undisclosed information. 
 
 
Article 57:-   The following actions will not be considered as contradictory to the 
honest commercial practices: 
 
1. Obtaining information from the available public sources such as libraries, 

including patent invention libraries, governmental open registers and published 
researches, studies and reports. 

 
2. Obtaining information as a result of self and independent efforts which aim at 

collecting information through test, examination and analysis of the goods 
circulating in the market and in which undisclosed information are embodied. 



 
3. Obtaining information as a result of scientific researches, creations, inventions, 

developments, modifications and improvements reached at by those who are hard 
working and are independent of the owner of undisclosed information. 

 
4. Possession and utilization of known and available information which are 

circulated among those who are skilled in the industrial art in which scope the  
information exists. 

 
 
Article 58:-   The owner of the undisclosed information in the course of applying 
provisions of this law wherein conditions of invention or utility model do not exist, 
may apply to Invention Patent Office for registering and filing these conditions.  The 
said Office in this case will be considered as the legal possessor referred to in this 
law. 
 
Submitting and registering the application shall be effected in accordance to the rules 
and regulations set forth in the executive regulations.  A fee not exceeding one 
thousand pounds determined by the said regulations will be payable per application. 
 
Protection period of such information shall be ten years renewable to a further similar 
period upon request of the information owner and with the same procedures relating 
to application for registration.  By the lapse of protection period,  the protected 
information shall be considered as publicly owned. 
 
 
Article 59:-   Without prejudice to any other stronger punishments stated in any other 
law, any person who by illegal means discloses information protected in accordance 
with the provisions of this law, or possesses or utilizes such information despite his 
awareness of its secrecy and the illegal way of its obtention, shall be punished by 
imprisonment for a period not less than six months and a fine not less than ten 
thousand and not exceeding fifty thousand Pounds or by any of these two penalties. 
 
In case of repetition, the punishment will be imprisonment for a period not less than 
one year and a fine not less than fifty thousand and not exceeding one hundred 
thousand pounds. 
 
 
Article 60:-   The concerned minister issues the executive regulations of this law 
within six months from its enforcement date and issues also the relevant decisions 
necessary for its enforcement. 
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